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It is with great pleasure that I present you 
with Autumn/Winter edition of Vision. In 
future, you will receive Vision in July and 
December each year. Through Vision we 
are able to share the great work that our 
members are undertaking across the 
State, as well as update you on the crucial 

work being undertaken at our services.

We have had a very busy first half of the year and a great 
deal of work has been done in the area of membership 
recruitment and retention. It is imperative that we look at 
new ways of engaging people to join the good works of the 
Society if we are to be sustainable in the long-term.  
On page 8 you can read about the work being undertaken 
on this front.

The great work of our members in NSW began with the 
founding of the first Conference in 1881 at St Patrick’s 
Church Hill in Sydney’s Rocks district by Charles Gordon 
O’Neill. We should remember his vision for helping those 
experiencing disadvantage as we go about our work each 
and every day. You can read more about this inspirational 
man on page 27.

Dear friends,

Welcome to the July edition of Vision.

The Vinnies CEO Sleepout was held 
on 19 June and was once again an 
overwhelming success. The event saw 
leading fundraisers, Holly Kramer, CEO 

Best&Less and George Frazis, CEO St George Banking 
Group raise over $210,000 each – a tremendous effort.

The event attracted 1000 CEOs nationally and around 
300 in NSW and has raised $5.7 million across the 
country and $2 million in NSW. Since its inception, the 
event has raised a total of $24 million towards the 
provision of homeless services across the country, an 
outcome we should all be very proud of. To read more 
about the Vinnies CEO Sleepout go to pages 20 –21.

As you may know, homelessness services in NSW 
were re-tendered earlier this year under the State 
government’s Going Home Staying Home reforms. The 
outcomes of the tenders were announced in early June. 

presiDent’s message 
Social justice has always been at the core of what the 
Society stands for, as we seek fairness, equality and action. 
Our Social Justice Committee has been very busy working 
on our key areas of advocacy - Affordable Housing and 
Homelessness, Utility and Cost of Living Pressures, and 
Refugees and Asylum Seekers. 

As Pope Francis recently said, “A way has to be found to 
enable everyone to benefit from the fruits of the earth, and 
not simply to close the gap between the affluent and those 
who must be satisfied with the crumbs falling from the table, 
but above all to satisfy the demands of justice, fairness and 
respect for every human being.” 

As we visit with people who need a helping hand, we 
should remember that there is nothing more uplifting than 
connecting with these people, assisting them and walking a 
journey with them.  

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Ray Reynolds 
President, St Vincent de Paul Society NSW

One of our great strengths in this area is our capacity 
to identify people at risk of homelessness through our 
member’s visitation work. You can read more about the 
tender outcomes on page 29.

We have recently advocated strongly through the media 
and our members against many of the harsh measures 
included in the federal budget, especially those impacting 
on low-income families, young people and pensioners. We 
must continue to send a strong message to both sides of 
federal politics that policy decisions should not push people 
further into poverty but assist them in breaking that cycle.

I look forward to the next six months and the continued 
work of members, volunteers and employees with the 
end aim of making a difference to the lives of people 
experiencing disadvantage. 

Yours sincerely, 

Michael Perusco
Chief Executive Officer, St Vincent de Paul Society NSW

ceo’s message 
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members NeWs members NeWs

liFetime oF 
service

giFting 
inDepenDence

Long-time St Vincent de Paul Society member 
Allan Cox was awarded Wollondilly Shire Council 
Senior Citizen of the Year during the Australia Day 
celebrations. Mr Cox has been a dedicated and active 
member of the St Vincent de Paul Society for over 60 years 
since first joining as an 18 year old. 

During his time with the Society, Allan has made hundreds of 
home and hospital visits to people experiencing disadvantage 
in the Thirlmere region making him a well-known member of 
the local community. Congratulations Allan.

St Brigid’s Conference, Dubbo (Bathurst Central 
Council) gave local five year old boy Myles a 
special gift, buying him a wheelchair. When he 
was two weeks old Myles had a stroke and was later 
diagnosed with cerebral palsy which affects his vision, 
communication and mobility. The wheelchair has 
allowed him to move independently instead of being 
confined to a stroller.

To keep up with the costs of the wheelchair as Myles 
grows older, the Society has set up a trust fund for 
Myles’s family. Local school students and services 
have begun to fundraise with the money going into 
the trust fund. 

Pat Yeo, St Brigid’s Conference member said that the 
community was so glad to be able to give Myles an 
opportunity for more independence. Freshwater Conference member Rupert Hudson 

was awarded the Order of Australia medal in 
the Australia Day Honours List for service to the 
community. Rupert first joined the Freshwater 
Conference in 1951 and since then has held 
various positions including Conference President, 
Regional President, Centres President and Vice 
President of the NSW State Council. 

Rupert was also very involved with the St 
Vincent de Paul Society National Council and 
the International Council General of the Society. 
Rupert’s community service extends outside  
the Society where he is also involved with the 
local Parish, other Catholic organisations and his 
local football clubs. Rupert continues to visit the 
Villawood Detention Centre every week as he  
has done for 14 years. Congratulations to Rupert. 

VINNIES MEMBERS 
AWARDED orDer 
oF australia 
meDal

if you have any interesting news, 
have celebrated a milestone or  

been recognised for your service, 
please let us know by emailling 
sophie.bawden@vinnies.org.au

Allan Cox with his award
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Long term volunteer Maria Copet celebrated her 90th birthday at her local Vinnies Shop surrounded by her 
friends. After migrating from Slovenia to Australia and falling in love with her new country, Maria wanted to give back to 
the community. Along with her daughter she decided to volunteer at her local Vinnies Shop and decades later she is still 
giving of her time.

pat leonard has been a dedicated member of 
the st vincent de paul society for over 60 years 
since first joining in 1946. Throughout his time with the 
Society in Broken Hill, Pat has held the role of Conference 
President, Central Council President, Wilcannia/Forbes 
Diocesan President and Conference Spiritual Advisor.

In recognition of his ongoing hard work and commitment 
to the community, Pat was presented with a NSW 
Government Community Service Award.

We congratulate Pat on his award and thank him for his 
ongoing service to the Society. 

after almost 60 years of dedicated service to the  
st vincent de paul society, ken greaves has retired 
as Deniliquin regional president. Ken first joined St 
Michaels Conference in Deniliquin in 1956 before going to 
Papua New Guinea as a lay missionary for two years and 
later for a further three years with his wife Daphne. 

On his return to Deniliquin, Ken reconnected with his 
Conference before becoming the Manager of Ozanam 
Men’s Shelter, a position he held for 16 years. After retiring 
from the Shelter, Ken continued his Conference work 
holding the position of President, Central Council Twinning 
Officer and most recently Regional President. 

Ken is described by his fellow Vincentians as a no fuss, quiet 
achiever and his contribution is tremendously valued. 

RECOGNISING 60 years oF service

Happy 90tH birtHDay maria

HigHest 
Honour
Making a difference in their local community has 
seen Carl and Judy Nolan awarded one of the 
Catholic Church’s highest honours from the Pope.

The couple, 81 and 79, received the Pro Ecclesia 
et Pontifice medal. The medal, also known 
as the Cross of Honour, is the highest papal 
honour available to lay people and recognises 
distinguished service to the Church.

It marks the Nolans’ dedication to their local 
parish, school and broader community for almost 
half a century. Carl has been a member of the 
Society for 40 years while his wife organises the 
church choir and plays the organ.

Mrs Nolan said they had simply “done their bit” 
and was embarrassed and overwhelmed by  
the honour.

Introduced by Pope Leo XIII in 1888, the Pro 
Ecclesia et Pontifice medal recognises clergy and 
laity’s distinguished service.

The Society would like to congratulate the 
Nolans’ on this outstanding honour.

pat leonarD 
receives COMMUNITY 
SERVICE AWARD

Maria Copet celebrates with her fellow 
Vinnies volunteers. Photo courtesy of 
Campbelltown Macarthur Advertiser.

The Hon. John Williams, Member 
for Murray Darling presenting 
Pat Leonard with his award.

Long time members 
Judy & Carl Nolan

Ken Greaves and Vince Toohey, President  
Wilcannia Forbes Central Council
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When North Rocks Conference member Ron 
Giacomelli gave a prayer card to a person he was 
assisting during a home visit, the man was so 
thankful that he created a beautiful painting of 
the picture of St Vincent which appeared on the 
prayer card. 

The North Rocks Conference was very touched by 
the kind gesture. Conference President Annette 
Hoban said, “The man explained he developed 

quite a strong bond with St Vincent as he painted 
him and would be sad to let him go, but he wanted 
the Conference to have this as his special way of 
saying thanks.”

The painting now hangs proudly in the meeting 
room of the Christ the King Parish, North Rocks 
Parish Hall where the Conference members meet 
each week.

CONFERENCE RECEIVES  
unique Form oF tHanks

a code of conduct has been developed for all 
employees, members and volunteers in order to help 
us all work together in a way, which is consistent with 
our vision, mission and values.

The Code of Conduct emphasises our commitment to 
promoting a professional and accountable work environment. 
One which emphasises transparency and openness under 
strong, compassionate leadership and being timely and 
responsive to valid community concerns.

Training and facilitation tools are being developed to help 
implement the Code of Conduct throughout the Society  
in 2014.

policy updates: NSW State Council has  
approved three policies – the Complaints Policy,  
Whistle-blower Policy and an updated Fraud Policy.  
These are available on the Society’s Vintranet and Fact 
Sheets will also be made available.  

coDe oF conDuct anD policy upDates

North Rocks Conference members 
proudly display their new artwork

An energetic and enthusiastic State Recruitment Team 
(SRT) has recently been launched. The SRT brings together 
younger and senior members to attract new people to 
participate in the Society. This is an initiative of State 
Council Vice Presidents, Matthew Kirkham and Paul Sheil 
and we sat down with them to ask a few questions about 
the great work taking place in attracting new members.

HoW Will tHe neW srt Work?

Matthew: The SRT will support Conferences and Regions with 
their member recruitment. Working with Conference members 
and Regional Council Presidents they will identify specific 
needs, bring ideas for engaging new people of all ages and be 
part of the face to face recruitment. The SRT is working closely 
with the State Membership Advisory Committee to engage 
people of all ages to join us in our service.  

WHy is tHis recruitment Work important?

Paul: We need to attract new members to ensure our work 
can continue well into the future. If there are more of us, how 
much more can we do for those who need us? Someone 
invited us to join, why keep this to ourselves!

can you tell us oF some oF tHe outcomes 
alreaDy acHieveD by tHe state membersHip  
aDvisory committee anD society members 
tHat srt Will builD on?

Paul: Apart from the work already undertaken in starting a 
new Conference in the Liverpool Region (DePaul Outreach) 
which engages new people to join with current members 
to provide additional services to people in need in that area, 
we are starting to see great outcomes across the state. 
In addition to Sydney Central Council, I am working with 
regions in Wagga Wagga, Armidale and Wollongong to revive 
Conferences and get new ones started. 

Matthew: It’s very exciting, State Membership Advisory 
Committee members report that new Conferences have 
begun in Wagga Wagga, Sydney and Parramatta Central 
Councils. The Lake Macquarie Region in Maitland/Newcastle 
recently held a Recruitment Workshop with over 40 members 
attending. Evans Region in Bathurst had a ‘Round Table’ event 
to explore new approaches to membership. Lismore has had 
recruitment drives in most Regions with many Conferences 
reporting success in engaging new members. 

HoW Do you Feel about tHe Future oF tHe srt?

Matthew: We are excited about how the SRT will help local 
initiatives continue to grow across the State. We are also 
pleased to see such a great response and encouraged by the 
support of the State and Central Councils. 

Paul: They know that as activity increases, we will see a 
growth in our members. Many people are reluctant at first, but 
once they do some visits, they are hooked. 

ENERGISING MEMBER  
recruitment



MAVE
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FreDeric ozanam 
DVD RESOURCE 
To commemorate the bicentenary of the birth of Frederic 
Ozanam a video on the legacy of Frederic Ozanam and 
the beginnings of the St Vincent de Paul Society has been 
developed. The video focuses on how the spirit of Frederic 
Ozanam and his companions lives on through the members, 
volunteers and employees of the Society today. 

The video is now available on DVD. Please contact MAVE team 
on membership@vinnies.org.au for a copy.

An uplifting  
presentation about the 

beginning of the St Vincent 

de Paul Society and how the 

founding spirit of Frederic 

Ozanam continues today.

The LegAcy OF 

FrEdEric
OZANAM

www.vinnies.org.au

1.  ThE LEgAcy OF FrEdEric OZANAM  

7.29 min

2.  ThE LEgAcy OF FrEdEric OZANAM   

3.20 min (ShOrT VerSiOn)

This resource was created by the Membership and Volunteer 

Engagement team of the NSW St Vincent de Paul Society 

State Council in 2013 to celebrate 200 years of the life of 

Frederic Ozanam. It is suitable to use with current and potential 

members, volunteers and employees as well as the general 

public. The two clips are also on YouTube where comments may 

be shared. Search for ‘the Legacy of Frederic Ozanam’.

Questions or feedback:  

membership@vinnies.org.au

the society celebrated international 
volunteer Day by recognising the 
dedication of all our volunteers and 
paying special tribute to the achievement 
and contribution of young volunteers. 

The St Vincent de Paul Society NSW has over 
16,000 volunteers and members including 
around 5000 young volunteers, who follow the 
example of our founder Frederic Ozanam.  

One young volunteer said their reason for 
volunteering was to “show society that not all 
teenagers are rebels and that they only care 
about themselves. This was the perfect way…
to prove this to the public.” 

Thank you to all of our members and volunteers 
for their contribution making a difference to the 
lives of people in need every day.

Former orara regional 
president robyn barnett 
presented the blessed 
Frederic ozanam scholarship 
to emmanuel reech of John 
paul college, coffs Harbour. 
The scholarships worth a total of 
$44,000 per year are presented 
to students who need assistance 
to complete their studies by 
Lismore Central Council. Students 
are selected from Years 11 and 
12 from the eleven Catholic High 
Schools in the Central Council 
area.

the picture is of emmanuel 
reech and his mother Julia 
receiving the scholarship 
from robyn barnett; gordon 
egan, vice president lismore 
central council; and gail 
gauldron, newly appointed 
orara regional president.  

broken Hill 
conFerence LOOKS 
FOR VOLUNTEERS
Conference members in Broken Hill ran a booth 
at a Broken Hill volunteer event handing out 120 
goody bags with information about the Society 
and opportunities for people to get involved 
through Assist-a-Student, volunteering and 
membership. Over 40 exhibitors participated 
in the exhibition, with many people showing an 
interest in the Society.

lismore central council  
AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS TO STUDENTS

INTERNATIONAL volunteer Day

Lismore Central Council held a one day forum 
for 53 Conference leaders in Grafton to discuss 
the changing nature of assistance offered by 
Conferences and how best to help the people 
they assist. The forum was facilitated by Ian 
Colley from Make Stuff Happen.

The leaders had great discussions throughout 
the day and identified a number of priority areas 
including developing and maintaining quality 
relationships with the people we assist; creating 
referral networks and working with other welfare 
services; regular training for Conference members 
on budget counselling, listening skills and mentoring; 
and recruiting new members. Due to the success of 
the forum, this event will now be held annually. 

lismore central 
council HOSTS 
LEADERSHIP FORUM
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bowral parishioner David Whetton 
challenged his mates to a fun run 
in order to raise funds for the st 
vincent de paul society. After putting 
out the challenge to the local Vinnies 
Conferences in the Southern Highlands, 
the group of 25 ran 16km from the 
Briar’s Country Lodge and Historic Inn, 
Burradoo to the top of Mt Gibraltar then 
back to the Bowral pool for a finishing 
BBQ. The day was a great success and 
raised over $3000 for the St Vincent de 
Paul Society. 

iga BACKS 
vinnies
iga once again joined forces with 
vinnies to help raise close to $395,000 
nationally for the vinnies christmas 
appeal. Throughout the Christmas 
period IGA customers could purchase 
a $2 Vinnies Christmas bauble or buy 
specially marked products through the 
IGA Community Chest program, where a 
percentage of sales were donated to the 
Vinnies Christmas Appeal. 

IGA also auctioned off their IGA branded 
Vespa LML Star Series Scooter which 
was featured with comedian Anh Do in 
their Christmas ad campaign. The online 
auction raised an additional $10,450 
for Vinnies to help people experiencing 
disadvantage all around Australia. Thank 
you to our friends at IGA.

are you interested in getting fit, fundraising for vinnies and 
having a fun day out? 

Registrations for this year’s City2Surf on Sunday 10 August, are 
now open! All funds raised for Vinnies will support people and 
families experiencing disadvantage across NSW. So whether 
you want to walk, jog, side step, skip, moon walk or run the 
course, your support will make a life-changing difference.

To register visit city2surf.com.au and select St Vincent de Paul 
Society from the charity listing menu. For more information please 
contact kristina.kanaris@vinnies.org.au or call (02) 9568 0266.

FULL SWING 
aHeaD
in response to the devastating bushfires in 
nsW earlier this year, staff at salesforce 
sydney decided to do something about it and 
held a golf tournament to raise funds. The 
group had a very successful day and raised over 
$4300 for Vinnies’ work on the ground in bushfire 
affected communities.

the vietnamese community of australia continued 
their wonderful long term support of the st vincent 
de paul society raising a staggering $165,000 for the 
vinnies bushfire appeal. The Vietnamese Community of 
Australia held various community fundraising events to raise 
the funds. 

Join tHe 2014  
vinnies city2surF 
team toDay

giving BACK

vinnies nsW Fundraising and communications 
general manager Julie mcDonald with mr thanh 
nguyen, president vietnamese community of australia

mates 
Fun run  
FOR 
VINNIES

Vinnies City2Surf team 
members start training
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over 500 wonderful volunteers including staff, students, alumni, friends and 
industry partners from the sydney nursing school,  
the university of sydney packed around 5000 care kits for the matthew talbot 
Hostel to distribute to people experiencing homelessness and disadvantage. 

The care kits included essential items for ongoing health, hygiene and comfort including 
soap, shampoo and toothpaste. While they were small kits, they made a large difference 
in the life of people experiencing hardship at Christmas. 

vinnies parkes welcomed 14 employees from 
northparkes mines to help assist sorting 
through a huge amount of donations that 
had been received. The sorting room was filled to 
capacity but within a couple of hours the volunteers had 
moved, sorted, folded and sifted through the generous 
donations. 

Stacey Kelly, Northparkes Mines Acting Human 
Resources Manager said, “The day was a great way for 
us to do something worthwhile in the community and 
really help out.” 

Vinnies Parkes volunteers would like to thank 
Northparkes Mines for their assistance.

BEST&LESS 
SHOP FOR GOOD 
Helps kiDs 
get back to 
scHool
In partnership with Best&Less, the Shop for 
Good initiative was created to raise funds to 
assist families struggling with back to school 
costs. By purchasing a $2 Vinnies cardboard 
T-shirt in any Best&Less store, customers and 
staff raised funds to provide essential school 
equipment and uniforms to kids who need 
it most. The campaign raised an amazing 
$226,204 for Vinnies to assist families in need. 

miners Dig Deep  
For vinnies parkes

DELIVERING CARE 
packages

BEST& 
LESS 
giFt 
bikes
Best&Less head office staff built 25 
children’s bikes which they delivered to 
a St Vincent de Paul Society refuge for 
women and children. The children were 
overjoyed by the new gifts and were 
almost as surprised as their mothers who 
did not know the presents were coming. 

One Best&Less team member said, 
“It was an amazing experience being 
involved, it was the most moving moment 
of my life.”

COmmUNITY & COrPOrATE GIVING

St Vincent de Paul Society NSW CEO Michael  
Perusco and Best&Less CEO Holly Kramer
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the bushfires that devastated the lower blue 
mountains destroyed the homes and lives of many 
families and children. Vinnies members responded on 
the ground providing material and financial assistance to the 
local community. In addition to this, Vinnies Youth volunteers 
from Parramatta Central Council decided to host a series 
of Buddies Days to provide some fun and relief for children 
aged between 5 and 12 affected by the fires. Some of the 
fun activities involved sumo suit wrestling; water dunking; 
cooking; circus skills and gladiator wars on jumping castles. 

FreD’s Film  
Festival 
To commemorate the 
bicentenary of Frederic 
Ozanam’s birth, Youth 
Conferences were 
challenged to take part 
in Fred’s Film Festival, a 
competition which gave 
young people a chance to use their creativity to raise 
awareness of a social justice issue. The response was 
an overwhelming one with wonderful entries in both the 
Young Adult and Primary School categories. The winning 
clips came from Hastings Young Adult Conference and 
Narromine Mini Vinnies group and are now available on the 
Vinnies Australia YouTube site for viewing. 

The Wilcannia/Forbes Central Council were thrilled to hear 
that the Mini Vinnies group from St Augustine’s Primary 
School in Narromine were announced as the Primary School 
winners and showed the video at the Mini Vinnies gathering. 
Congratulations go to Madie Schmidt, Ahri Wynne, Amber 
Collins, Claudia Halbisch and Cheyenne Tonkins.

meet one of the passionate members of the 
Hastings young adult conference  

name: Jasmin Ryan
age: 18 years old
location: Port Macquarie, NSW
central council: Lismore 
member since: 2011

Why did you join vinnies? 
I joined Vinnies because I wanted to give back to the 
community and I wanted a chance to make a difference. 
After doing the camp training, I made so many friends and 
I’ve never looked back. The people you meet along your 
journey when volunteering are the most genuine people 
and both kids and leaders always have a smile on their face. 
Joining Vinnies was one of the best choices I ever made.

What programs and activities have you been 
involved in? 
Kid’s Camps, Buddies Days, Immersion Programs, Formation 
events, Teen Camps, Family Camps and co-presenting a 
talk on homelessness to local high school students. I was 
also involved in creating a Craft Resource Kit to be used in 
a children’s educational and life skills program as part of a 
Homework and Healthy Eating Club.

tell me about your winning Fred’s Film  
Festival entry.  
Our Fred’s Film Festival entry is about youth homelessness. 
In Hastings Young Adult Conference, we discussed issues 
that we continually see affecting young people in our 
community and we agreed homelessness is a huge issue.  
At the time of filming the video, I was also planning a 
Vinnies School Sleepout and wanted to raise awareness of 
this issue and promote services in our area that can help 
young people experiencing homelessness. This has become 
a big passion of mine. 

What’s the most challenging moment you’ve had 
whilst volunteering with vinnies? 
I’d have to say the hardest moments usually come for me 
when I’m on an Immersion Program living with members of a 
remote community. For some children in these communities 
their childhood has been so much more challenging than 
mine; they seem to take on responsibilities and hardships 
from such a young age. For volunteers, our life experience 
has been so different.

lismore upDate
•  Lismore Central Council has undertaken various 

training sessions with over 70 young adult 
volunteer leaders being trained to run Buddies 
Days, Kid’s Camps and fundraising initiatives. 

•  Lismore Central Council also developed two 
new Young Adult Conferences in Port Macquarie 
and Lismore. 

•  Two young adult volunteers Jarrod Jacobson 
from Casino and Ash Glasby from Lismore 
have been appointed 
as Twinning Advisors. 
They will now be 
responsible for 
connecting with 
over 90 overseas 
Conferences to form 
relationships and 
continue ongoing 
support. 

BRINGING BACK smiles meet JASMIN RYAN
Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who, with a lot of 
enthusiasm and compassion, brought smiles to the faces of 
so many children. 

What is your most memorable vinnies moment? 
I will always remember the moment I decided that Vinnies 
was going to be part of me forever at my first State 
Formation Event in Sydney a couple of months after I joined. 
At this point I hadn’t been on any activities but seeing the 
passion of the young NSW leaders I met there I knew I 
wanted to do good works. A funny highlight would be the 
time I saw a leader really get into games with the kids and 
they split their pants. 

Why should young people get more involved  
with vinnies? 
It’s so much fun for something that also helps in the community. 
It’s a feel good kind of thing, to make someone smile and to 
have them tell you that they have had so much fun.
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over the past two decades, the definition of poverty 
has evolved from solely measuring a person’s 
income to looking at a range of indicators for 
social inclusion such as access to health services, 
education and employment opportunities. these are 
things which many of us take for granted, but which 
many australians are missing out on.

The Ozanam Learning Centre (OLC) in Woolloomooloo 
addresses some of these issues by providing people with 
access to facilities and courses that will help them develop 
new skills and increase their ability to break down some of 
the barriers they face to leading independent lives.

With the combined effort from case managers, volunteers 
and various corporate partners, the OLC is able to provide 
a range of programs including computer and digital media 
training, music production, fitness and nutritional cooking 
classes, art workshops and TAFE accredited courses. 

Warren first came to the OLC two years ago after substance 
abuse and family breakdown saw him moving from one inner 
city homeless service to another. Warren had nowhere to go 
and often ended up sleeping rough on the streets. 

Warren began attending Alcoholics Anonymous meetings 
at the OLC. Soon he became involved with painting through 
the art program and then enrolled in a TAFE screen 
printing course. After completing this course, Warren began 
accessing the OLC Mac Computer Lab and enrolled in 
a TAFE digital media course learning about Photoshop 
programs and how to create digital artworks. 

Warren found that using his creativity in a positive and 
productive way, allowed him to deal with some of the issues 
he had previously ignored or struggled to cope with. 

Feeling stronger, more confident and engaged, Warren 
eventually moved into independent accommodation and is 
currently studying a Diploma in Graphic Design at TAFE.

The partnership between the St Vincent de Paul Society 
and TAFE has proven invaluable for creating pathways for 
the people we assist to get back into mainstream study and 
employment. 

The OLC continues to provide many people experiencing 
homelessness the opportunity to access education and 
begin to explore prospects they would otherwise have 
missed out on. 

breaking
DoWn
barriers

Over 145 Mini Vinnies students along with 20 
teachers from Holy Family Primary School, Parkes; 
St Joseph’s Primary School, Condobolin; and 
St Laurence’s Primary School, Forbes all met 
together to learn and share ideas about what 
they are doing in their schools. The gathering 
featured a talk from keynote speakers about 
their experiences on a mission to Kenya and 
Tanzania in 2012 and a social justice workshop 
covering topics such as homelessness, bullying, 
migrants and refugees and mental health. The 
day concluded with presentations from each 
school about what they had been doing in their 
Mini Vinnies group.  The Wilcannia Forbes Central 
Council is now planning other Mini Vinnies 
Gatherings in other regions. 

Mini Vinnies at 
St Michael’s 
Primary School 
in Nelson Bay 
have enjoyed 
great success 
in their first 
year of work. 
The Mini 
Vinnies group 
visited their 
local Vinnies shop to meet with volunteers 
and learn about the Society’s work, raised 
money for Vinnies selling toolboxes at their 
Parish fete and planted a veggie patch at 
their school. During the Christmas Appeal 
the group made a Giving Hand Christmas 
tree where families took gift tags and 
donated toys for children that their local 
Vinnies Conference would distribute. 

mini vinnies nelson 
bay Has a Flying start

Wilcannia Forbes 
oFFer eDucation 
opportunities 
Wilcannia Forbes Central Council has for the 
second year offered a full scholarship to a year 
six student to attend Red Bend Catholic College, 
Forbes. The scholarship is awarded to someone who 
demonstrates their Christian ideals, understanding of 
Catholic culture and contribution to school and local 
community.  This year the scholarship was awarded 
to Lilyanne Corke from Bedgerebong. 

During her time at school Lilyanne has been 
involved in representative sports, school choir, choral 
speech, public speaking, debating and performed 
at eisteddfods. Lilyanne has 
won awards for participation 
in environmental programs 
and consideration for others 
and has also been involved in 
Cubs and collects for the heart 
foundation each year. Lilyanne 
hopes to study at university 
once she finishes high school 
at Red Bend Catholic College. 

mini vinnies in action
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The Vinnies CEO Sleepout was once again a great 
success with 1000 CEOs sleeping out around the 
country to raise over $5.7 million for Vinnies homeless 
services. In NSW fundraising reached $2 million. This 
funding is crucial in helping Vinnies deliver a range of services 
and programs which address homelessness focusing on 
person centred care, and early intervention and prevention.

Holly Kramer, CEO Best&Less and George Frazis, CEO St 
George Banking Group shared the title of joint Fundraiser of 
the Year for 2014.  The retail and banking duo raised over 
$212,000 each; calling on their respective customers and 
employees to help break the usually illusive $200,000 mark. 

Every year community and business leaders throw their 
support behind this event giving them an opportunity to not 
only raise funds to assist the more than 100,000 people 

experiencing homelessness in Australia, but to come 
together to learn more about the complexities of the issue 
and what we can all do to make a real difference.

This year the St Vincent de Paul Society also used the 
Vinnies CEO Sleepout as a platform to call on state, 
territory and federal governments to address the housing 
affordability crisis, a leading cause of homelessness and 
disadvantage in Australia. 

The reality is that we have a housing market that produces 
huge gains for a few whilst driving others deeper into 
poverty or keeping them in the cycle of homelessness.

The story that the Society is hearing at the grassroots level 
is sobering. With over 5,000 members in 420 communities 
across New South Wales, the Society is visiting almost 
600 people in crisis every day. This places Vinnies in a 

unique position to understand the impacts of the housing 
affordability crisis.

The Centre for Affordable Housing found that the number 
of affordable properties in the private rental market for low-
income households in NSW decreased by 37% between 
2006 and 2010. In addition, Shelter NSW found that in 
September 2012 only 10% of rental stock was affordable 
for very low income households and 27% was affordable 
for low income households. Successive governments have 
failed to address the housing affordability crisis. It is now 
time for action and there needs to be commitment and 
support from all levels of government.

Firstly we call for the development of a formal plan 
supported by both state and federal governments 
to increase the supply of affordable housing. Let’s 

acknowledge that the market will not deliver this on its 
own. A housing plan will force government to ensure their 
interventions focus on delivering more affordable housing. 

Secondly, we need to see the large-scale transfer of the 
management of public housing stock to community housing 
providers. Research is now showing that where community 
housing providers manage these properties it is more 
efficient and effective. They are also better at creating 
communities where people can thrive rather than be trapped 
in a cycle of intergenerational disadvantage.

Next year the Vinnies CEO Sleepout celebrates its 10th 
anniversary and we will be calling on previous participants 
to return to the event as part of our 10 years, $10 million, 
100,000 reasons campaign. 

thank you to our ceos, partners, sponsors and donors 
for helping us achieve our 2014 fundraising target.

vinnies ceo 
sleepout success 

The Hon. Christopher 
Pyne, Member for Sturt

Ray Reynolds, 
President,  

St Vincent de 
Paul Society NSW

Holly Kramer, Best & Less and George 
Frazis, St George Banking Group

Philip Morphew, Executive Peak Performance 
and Bernie Fehon, Tactical Solutions

Rebecca Nelson and 
Scott Taylor, FleetPlus  
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almost one in two people 
in australia will experience 
a mental illness in their 
lifetime. people living with a 
mental illness can become 
disconnected from their friends 
and the community around 
them. some people end up 
socially isolated and spend a 
lot of time on their own. this 
makes recovery from their 
illness challenging. 

Compeer addresses this isolation 
by matching someone who is 
living with a mental illness in 
a one-to-one friendship with 
a volunteer. Compeer aims to 
reduce the stigma associated with 
mental illness by encouraging 
social inclusion and community 
education. 

This friendship can have a big impact on the life of 
someone who is lonely, helping build confidence and a 
sense of connectedness to  the community. 

Following an accident that left him out of action for 
seven weeks, Jim began thinking about the many people 
who, through illness or injury, lose contact with family 
and friends and find themselves lonely and isolated. 

Wanting to help out, Jim discovered Compeer and 
decided to volunteer. Volunteers meet with the people 
living with a mental illness for a minimum of four hours 
a month as a way of providing social interaction and 
breaking down the isolation. 

Being in his mid-fifties, Jim was matched with similarly 
aged Thomas. Two and a half years on, neither of them 
have looked back.

“We meet up once a week for coffee to catch up on 
what has been happening with our families, work, sport, 
politics, music, and anything that comes up. Occasionally 
we go and see a movie or a performance as well.”

“Over time we have gotten to know each other much 
better. My wife and mother both have met him as we 
went to a musical performance together. Thomas is so 
easy to get along with and because he is about my age 
we have similar interests,” says Jim. 

Having no experience with mental illness before, Jim has 
developed a greater understanding about people living 
with a mental illness and a great love of volunteering.

“I did not expect to get such a great sense of satisfaction 
in doing something for someone else. It is very 
rewarding,” says Jim.

In February Compeer launched their newly produced 
short video which showcases the story of another 
volunteer Ian, and his friendship with John, a man in his 
local community living with mental health issues. The 
video launch was held in Willoughby and was attended 
by community members, Willoughby Council Councillors, 
Compeer staff and volunteers.  To get a copy of the 
Compeer film contact alexandra.irving@vinnies.org.au.

TACKLING isolation

PHOTO: Acting Mayor of Willoughby City Council, Councillor Gail Giles-Gidney, 
Broken Bay President Barry Finch, Compeer volunteer Ian, Compeer volunteer 
Allan, Michael Perusco

The St Vincent de Paul Society has grave concerns 
that people already experiencing disadvantage will be 
pushed further into poverty by measures included in 
the recent Federal Budget.

The Society believes this is a deeply unfair budget that 
requires the heavy lifting to be done by those who have the 
least capacity to do so. The Society knows of the heart-
wrenching stories of the people we are assisting. Our great 
fear is that these stories are about to get far worse.

With this in mind, we are empowering members to speak 
out strongly for a fairer budget through a grass roots 
campaign which includes a number of elements:

• Writing a letter to Federal Members of Parliament (MP) 

• Signing a Petition and spreading the word 

•  Collecting powerful stories about the impacts the budget 
will have on the people we assist 

• Visiting your local Federal MP and sharing these stories 

The online petition is an easy way for both members 
and the people we assist to send a strong message to 
Canberra. People simply need to go to  
www.change.org/vinnies-budget and sign the petition.

GRASSROOTS 
aDvocacy

Last financial year, the Society implemented a new 
system of collecting and reporting information on 
the assistance provided to people experiencing 
disadvantage. Thanks to the efforts of our members in 
implementing this system, we are now able to develop 
a better understanding of the people we assist to 
improve the support we give them and to pinpoint areas 
in Central Councils that are experiencing the most 
disadvantage. From this data we are also able to identify 
patterns in the assistance people require such as 
energy or telephone bills and the profile of the people 
we assist including age group and family, income and 
accommodation status. 

If you require training on the new system, please 
contact Megha Sharma from the Member and Volunteer 
Engagement Team on (02) 8622 0308.

numbers TELL A STORY 

St Vincent de Paul Society NSW President, Ray Reynolds 
says, “This social justice movement is a wonderful 
testament to the grass roots strength of our organisation, 
providing over 16,000 member and volunteers with an 
opportunity to speak up and take action locally. By joining 
together across NSW, we can bring about change.”

If you would like any more information please contact 
Social Justice Coordinator Lukas Rajnoch on  
social.justice@vinnies.org.au. 

Irene Gough, Social Justice 
Representative, Lismore Central 

Council meets her local MP, Member 
for Clarence, Chris Gulaptis.
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From the outside, carissa seemed to have it all. 
she was in a happy long-term relationship and was 
enjoying great success professionally, running her 
own company. 

What people didn’t see was that Carissa had a serious 
gambling problem that was putting her business, 
relationship and finances at risk. After her mother passed 
away, Carissa found herself hiding away from the grief by 
spending hours at a time playing poker machines.

Carissa was living in a state of denial about her gambling 
problem and it was not until her business was about to go 
under that she had to face the stark reality. Carissa made 
the courageous decision to call Gambling Help, a service 
that offers free face-to-face counselling for people with 
gambling problems and their families.

When Carissa first met with Gambling Help counsellors 
she was full of shame and fear. Counsellors referred her 
to a financial counselling service as well as a free legal 
service for people with gambling related issues. 

the metro south West and Wollongong 
brokerage programs work closely with people 
who are struggling to maintain their housing. 
case management is provided to people at risk 
of homelessness to address any financial or 
emotional issues and people are connected to a 
range of services to receive specialist and long-
term support. 

Michael turned to the Brokerage program after he was 
diagnosed with a heart condition and could no longer 
keep up the long hours he had been working as a truck 
driver. With less income, Michael and his wife Beth were 
struggling to pay their bills and were facing eviction from 
their rental property. 

The family had too many expenses including white 
goods rental, household bills, debt repayments and rental 
payments. Beth was becoming overwhelmed and wanted 
to file for bankruptcy.

With the threat of homelessness growing, Brokerage case 
managers worked closely with the family by advocating 
for reduced rent and a waiving of their eviction deadline. 
Brokerage also provided financial counselling to the 
family to help them manage their own budget as well as 
networked with service providers to manage the family’s 
electricity and phone bills. 

Thanks to the support of Brokerage, Michael and his family 
have regained control of their finances and have been able 
to stay in their home.  

Carissa was determined to overcome her gambling 
addiction and worked hard on the issues she felt were 
contributing to her problem. In addition to one-on-one 
counselling sessions, Carissa and her partner attend a 
couple’s session each week for extra support. 

Through counselling and tackling her addiction head-
on, Carissa is slowly rebuilding trust with her partner, 
daughters and broader family. After applying for 
bankruptcy, Carissa has a new business partner and has 
started another business.

Carissa continues to abstain from gambling and looks to 
the future with new found determination.

“Knowing how close I came to losing everything makes 
me determined to keep on track and live a life free of 
addiction, secrets and debt,” says Carissa.

if you need support for your gambling problem or 
know someone who would benefit from gambling 
Help contact (02) 9686 1281 or visit www.vinnies.
org.au for more information.

rebuilDing 
TRUST

EARLY 
intervention

Facts on 
Homelessness anD 
aFForDable Housing

 The most common reasons for people 
experiencing homelessness in NSW are financial 
difficulties (20.5%), accommodation issues 
(24.9%), domestic violence (33.8%), health (7.5%) 
and other (13.3%). (Homelessness NSW)

 In NSW, there are 28,190 people experiencing 
homelessness every night. Most of this increase 
is attributable to a 64% increase in the number of 
people living in severely overcrowded dwellings. 

 Rental affordability has hit crisis point around 
Australia in recent years. 62% of lower-income 
households in NSW were in housing stress in 
2009-10, paying over 30% of their income on 
housing costs. (National Housing Supply Council)

 The number of affordable properties in the 
private rental market for low-income households 
in NSW decreased by 37% between 2006 and 
2010. (Centre for Affordable Housing)

 In September 2012 only 10% of rental stock 
was affordable for very low income households 
and 27% was affordable for low income 
households. (Shelter NSW)

 The NSW Housing Register listed 57,451 
applicants for public housing as at 30 June 2013, 
and only 8,585 applicants were housed between 
1 July 2012 and 30 June 2013.

 Housing NSW estimates that by 2016, the 
public waiting list will grow by 60% to 86,532 and 
that the number of households that are eligible 
for social housing yet not on the waiting list will 
be 131,975.
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It was in October 2012 that Kevin first met the Governor 
General when he was invited to join one of the Matthew 
Talbot staff for an event at Admiralty House to mark Anti-
Poverty Week. 

“I was excited but a little bit nervous”, says Kevin of the 
experience.

“At the end of the event I plucked up the courage and 
asked the Governor General if I could invite her for tea at 
my home at the Matthew Talbot Hostel someday. It was a 
dream come true when she accepted.”

A quick thinker and talker, Kevin proudly gave Mrs Bryce 
a tour of the Talbot and adjacent education Centre, 
the Ozanam Learning Centre. He told her about all 
the programs that were on offer to people who were 
experiencing homelessness including the art program, 
which Kevin is an active participant in. 

“I think the Governor General was very impressed with 
some of the artworks we’ve produced as she bought a 
ceramic plate and bowl to take with her.”

The former Governor General visited Kevin at the Matthew 
Talbot Hostel again last December.

On her second visit, Kevin quickly got  
Mrs Bryce up to speed on what he had been doing since 
he last saw her.  
Now living in residential housing, Kevin still accesses the 
centre regularly to catch up with his friends, meet his 
case manager and to take part 
in a range of educational and art 
programs. 

“I love writing poetry, sculpting 
and doing creative things and 
I’ve started writing a book”, says 
Kevin.

“I’m sure it will include a chapter 
about the day a man without 
a home asked the Governor 
General to tea”. 

builDing 
inDepenDence

One of Kevin’s sculptures

When kevin first came to the matthew 
talbot Hostel over 20 years ago, he never 
would have imagined in a million years that 
on a hot summers sydney day he would be 
hosting tea for the then governor general 
of australia, mrs quentin bryce at the well-
known service in Woolloomooloo.

Charles Gordon O’Neill was a brilliant young 
Irish Scot engineer and architect, a man torn 
between professional ambition and desire to 
follow the teachings of Jesus Christ to serve 
the poor.

As a brilliant young architect in Glasgow, at just 
30 years of age, Charles O’Neill led volunteers 
to assist thousands of that city’s poorest citizens 
through the St Vincent de Paul Society. But 
following a period of financial misfortune and 
mistrust, he boarded the Brechin Castle for a wild 
colonial ride to New Zealand, where he was also 
instrumental in establishing the Society.

The tide of fortune waned once again and 
Charles set out at age 52, on yet another great 
quest to the Australian colonies. It was a quest 
set against the squalor of Sydney’s Rocks district, 
with its poverty stricken slums. 

It was there that Charles raised a legion of 
followers and in 1881, at St Patrick’s Church Hill 
in Sydney’s Rocks district, started the St Patrick’s 
Conference, the very first group of members of 
the St Vincent de Paul Society NSW. 

Over the next decade, Charles’s vision and good 
work spread across New South Wales, just as the 
1890s depression was about to hit.

Charles O’Neill’s commitment to spiritual values, in 
the face of the pandemonium of mid-19th century 
politics, the making of fortunes and technological 
wonder, generated a culture of giving and support 
for people living in poverty, which is still a central 
part of Australian society today.

Today, the St Vincent De Paul Society has 
16,000 members and volunteers helping people 
experiencing disadvantage in 420 communities 
across NSW, carrying out the vision of Charles 
Gordon O’Neill each and every day.

cHarles 
gorDon  
o’neill



28  St Vincent de Paul Society NSW AUTUMN/WINTER Vision 29

FEATUrE FEATUrE

the st vincent de paul society nsW in partnership 
with settlement services international (ssi) was 
recently awarded the tender to deliver ability links 
across 23 local government areas in inner sydney, 
metro sydney south West, sutherland shire and 
southern Highland region.  

Ability Links is contributing to the objectives of the 
National Disability Insurance Scheme and is a new 
approach of the NSW Government to foster full and active 
participation of people with disability in their community. 

Ability Links Coordinators, known as Linkers, will work to 
provide information and support to people with disability, 
their families and carers, and their local communities. 
Linkers will work in connecting local communities in order 
to shape a more inclusive society for people with disability 
and their families. 

Last year the Society was the successful auspice for 
delivering Ability Links in the Hunter region of NSW.  
The goal of Ability Links is to create a society where 
people are not identified by their disabilities and enjoy 
inclusive lives in all spheres. 

One inspiring young man, who we met after last year’s 
Vinnies CEO Sleepout demonstrates just this. Nathan 
Basha has Down Syndrome but that is not who he is. The 
22 year old motivational speaker is pushing the boundaries 
on preconceptions around people with disability. Nathan is 
paving the way for other young people to reach their full 
potential as Ability Links also hopes to do. 

Every person has a unique dream and Nathan is living his 
made possible by his family who did not put limits on what 
Nathan was capable. 

As he grew older and explored interests like swimming and 
attended a mainstream school Nathan was able to develop a 
sense of who he is and what his preferences were, just like 
his brothers. Nathan was given the opportunity to succeed 
and to fail, to learn his strengths and to build on those. 

Throughout his journey sometimes Nathan has needed 
support to explore his interests and employment. To do this 
Nathan would first plan what was needed and then move 
to what support would be required. 

As Nathan has matured the number of wonderful people 
who have provided him with guidance has expanded and 
Nathan is planning on making this network more formal as 
he embraces his next adventure. 

Nathan has been living his dream with a fulfilling school 
experience, trying out possible career paths, participating 
in an inclusive Education Pilot at the University of Sydney 
where he has been studying history and film as well 
as working at a prominent Sydney radio station and 
considering plans to move out of home. 

Having a clear vision of what he wants and high 
expectations for himself has made it possible for Nathan to 
embrace emerging opportunities. 

On top of his other commitments Nathan travels around as 
a speaker for audiences, clients and staff looking to think 
creatively and to believe that they can achieve anything. 
Nathan has spoken around Australia and internationally 
to a wide variety of groups including school students, 
teachers, corporates, and youth groups and is always 
willing to share his story. 

Nathan believes that everyone has a right to lead a fulfilling 
life. Through his work as a motivational speaker Nathan asks 
people to consider giving others the same opportunities that 
he has been given to reach their full potential. 

Nathan says, “I hope that by living my dream, I give others 
the courage to do the same.”

LIVING HIS 
Dream

as part of the nsW state governments ‘going Home, 
staying Home reform plan’ and recent retender for 
specialist Homelessness services (sHs), the minister 
for Family and community services announced the 
outcomes in June. 

The Society was successful in obtaining funding for thirteen 
Specialist Homelessness Services (SHS) packages and 
will operate as sole provider for services in areas including; 
Sydney Eastern Suburbs; St George Sutherland; Inner City 
Sydney; Macarthur; Inner West Sydney; Newcastle and 
Armidale amongst others. Additionally, as part of a consortium, 
the Society will also deliver services in Northern NSW and 
the Southern Murrumbidgee regions. The announcement also 
included a restoration of funding to Inner City Sydney. 

Going Home Staying Home (GHSH) is part of the NSW 
Government’s focus on improving early intervention and 
prevention services in regards to homelessness. These 
reforms aim to make it easier for people to access services 
that meet their needs and will also ensure resources are 
distributed where they are most needed rather than based on 
historical funding arrangements. 

Similarly, the Society has been preparing for these changes 
for a long time. Based on the Society’s extensive experience 
in delivering homeless services and following stakeholder 
consultations, the Society has developed a new service 
delivery model in line with NSW Government’s Reform Plan. 

The Society’s new model will enable us to intervene early to 
prevent individuals and families slipping through the net and 
falling into homelessness; rapidly rehouse people who have 
just become homeless; and find long-term housing solutions 
for people experiencing chronic homelessness. 

One of our strengths as an organisation is our capacity to 
identify people at risk of homelessness via our members. The 
Society is actively looking at how we can better resource 
Central Councils through this tender process as well as 
improve referral processes between members’ activities and 
SHS services. 

We know our Conferences provide a significant level of 
support for those people who are struggling financially 
who may be at risk of homelessness. This work has been 
carried out for over 150 years and has laid important building 

blocks for the delivery of this new approach to addressing 
homelessness.

Through the new SHS model, we aim to integrate the work of 
members into the Society’s services to provide the best care 
and support and possible outcomes for people at risk of or 
experiencing homelessness. 

Under the new model, a centralised access point will link 
people needing help to mobile multi-disciplinary case 
management teams who will assess and support people 
wherever they may be living; whether in a home or sleeping 
rough. This will ensure a rapid and more effective response. 

Importantly, the model combines immediate intervention, 
with long-term and flexible ‘wrap around’ support to better 
equip people to achieve sustainable housing, improved well-
being and connection to the community so they can put the 
experience of homelessness or the risk of homelessness 
behind them forever.

Our long-term aim is to leverage our model to significantly 
reduce the number of people becoming homeless in the 
first place and to find long-term housing solutions for those 
experiencing temporary or chronic homelessness.

Nathan Basha

patHWays out oF 
Homelessness
SPECIALIST HOMELESSNESS SERVICES (SHS) TENDERS
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north coast refugee settlement service, a special 
Work of the st vincent de paul society lismore 
central council is a support program assisting 
refugees and migrants newly arrived in the north 
coast community. the program is based in coffs 
Harbour and lismore and provides outreach to 
ballina and tweed Heads. 

The North Coast Refugee Settlement Service provides 
case management, advocacy, information and referral, 
community information, volunteer mentoring and 
community development. The Lismore Central Council 
also provides financial support for driving and English 
lessons and other social activities.  In the last financial 
year Lismore Central Council assisted 34 people with 10 
driving lessons each to prepare them for their driving tests. 

show your commitment and support for 
people experiencing disadvantage and 
homelessness by leaving a gift in your Will 
to the st vincent de paul society nsW.

should you like to discuss this opportunity 
confidentially or would like further 
information, please call the society’s 
bequest coordinator, Heather roberts on 
(02) 8622 0304. this is a great opportunity 
to leave a legacy that will change lives in 
the future.

remember 
tHe st vincent 
De paul 
society in 
your Will

nortH coast reFugee 
SETTLEMENT SERVICE

a recurring theme that pope Francis has brought 
to people of good will has been the plight of those 
living in poverty, the enormous gap between people 
with much and those with little or nothing. The Holy 
Father insists that he is not speaking just about material 
goods but rather about the “absolute priority of going forth 
from ourselves towards our brothers and sisters”. If the 
providence of God in creation is so abundant, how could we 
as part of that creation be mean, closed or selfish?  

The Gospel is also a message of joy about  life: Joy adapts 
and changes, but it always endures, even as a flicker of light 
born of our personal certainty that, when everything is said 
and done, we are infinitely loved. (Evangelii Gaudium,#6)

If we are to share our lives with others and generously give 
of ourselves, we also have to realise that every person is 
worthy of our giving. Not for their physical appearance, their 
abilities, their language, their way of thinking, or for any 
satisfaction that we might receive but rather because they 
are God’s handiwork, his creation. (Ev.Gau. #274)

Dom Helder Camara was the archbishop of Recife in Brazil. 
Like Francis, he became an advocate of the cause of the 
many people living in poverty in his own country and in 
everywhere in the world. He turned his awareness into a 
prayer for generosity of spirit.

Lord, isn’t your creation wasteful?

Fruits never equal the seedlings’ abundance

Springs scatter water

The sun gives out enormous light.

May your bounty teach me

Greatness of heart.

May your magnificence

Stop me being mean.

Seeing you a prodigal and open-handed giver

Let me give unstintingly…

Like God’s own.

tHe loving 
bounty oF goD



Thank you to our generous partner Hilton Sydney  
for serving up hope to thousands of people experiencing 

homelessness through their support of the  
Sydney Night Patrol and the Matthew Talbot Hostel.

Hilton syDney 
SERVES UP HOPE


