Year 9 - Culture Activity

View the map of Indigenous Australia at the following website -
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/articles/aiatsis-map-indigenous-australia

1. What does this map tell you about Indigenous culture?

2. Annotate the map below, identifying all the Indigenous groups in the state/territory in
which you live.
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Year 9 - Culture Activity

3. Compare the ‘political’ map of Australia (on the previous page) with the Indigenous
Australia map. What impact would the State and Territory borders have had on
Indigenous communities?

4. Below is a map of Europe from the late 1700s. What similarities can you see between this
map of Europe and the map of Indigenous Australia? What does that tell you about the
culture of Indigenous Australians?
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Year 9 - Culture Activity

5. Create a timeline of the history of Australia from 65,000 years ago to now. The timeline
should be created to scale. The only events you need to identify on the timeline are the
arrival of Indigenous Australians in Australia, the arrival of the First Fleet and the current year.

6. After completing the timeline, reflect on what you see.
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Teacher Guide - Year 9 - Culture Activity

View the map of Indigenous Australia at the following website -
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/articles/aiatsis-map-indigenous-australia

1. What does this map tell you about Indigenous culture?
The map shows that there are hundreds of different Indigenous cultures that exist all around Australia. While
these Indigenous cultures all share some similarities, they are all also their own distinct culture with their own

customs, beliefs and stories.

. Annotate the map below, identifying all the Indigenous groups in the state/territory in
which you live.
It can be seen that many Indigenous cultures extended over more than one State as defined by the political
map of Australia. The State and Territory borders would negatively impact these groups as they would have

lost portions (or all) of their land.

. Compare the ‘political’ map of Australia (on the previous page) with the Indigenous
Australia map. What impact would the State and Territory borders have had on
Indigenous communities?

The map of Europe from the late 1700s shows a large continental landmass which is divided up into individual
territories (countries), while the map of Indigenous Australia also shows a large continental landmass
divided up into individual Indigenous Nations. This shows that, despite the beliefs of the European colonists,

Indigenous Australians did have clearly defined land boundaries.
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