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Asylum Seekers and Refugees
PUSH AND PULL FACTORS

The movement of asylum seekers and refugees can be explained by ‘push and pull’ 
factors. A push factor is something that forces a person to leave a country. A pull factor 
is something that encourages a person to seek asylum in a particular country. 

Read through the ‘African Refugee Crisis’ (page 28) and ‘Environmental/Climate Change 

Refugees’(page 27) sections of the factbook and complete the following activities.

1.  Fill in the table below, identifying what environmental, social and economic
factors might pull an asylum seeker to Australia.

SOCIAL ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENTAL

NAME:

http://clients.lambagency.com.au/vinnies-youth/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/RAS-FACT-BOOK.pdf
http://clients.lambagency.com.au/vinnies-youth/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/RAS-FACT-BOOK.pdf
http://clients.lambagency.com.au/vinnies-youth/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/RAS-FACT-BOOK.pdf
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2.  What are the major push factors that cause asylum seekers/refugees to flee 

their countries? Use the cluster diagram below to identify the push factors and 
list three specific examples of each factor. 

NAME:
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SOCIAL ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENTAL
Low crime rate
Right to education & 
medical care
Family reasons
Freedom of religion
Freedom of political beliefs
Legal rights

Low unemployment
Minimum wages
Social security payments 

Warm climate 
Beaches 
Wildlife/plant life not 
found anywhere else 
Few natural disasters
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2.  What are the major push factors that cause asylum seekers/refugees to flee 

their countries? Use the cluster diagram below to identify the push factors and 
list three specific examples of each factor. 

Asylum 
Seeker / 

Refugee Push 
Factors

Natural 
Disasters

Pakistan 
floods 2010

Nepal 
earthquake 

2015

Somalia 
drought 
2016-17

Persecution

Hazara 
people 
fleeing 

Afghanistan
Rohingya 

people 
fleeing 

Myanmar 
present

Somalia 
drought 
2016-17

War / Conflict

Syrian Civil 
War 2011 - 

present

World War 2

Vietnam 
War
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