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Response to homelessness services funding announcement
The St Vincent de Paul Society (SA) was one of the member organisations of a consortium
that unsuccessfully tendered to operate the City-South Homelessness services, as part of
the South Australian Housing Authority (SAHA) reform agenda.
As a result, there has been a significant funding cut to the Society’s Vinnies Men’s Crisis
Centre in Whitmore Square, which houses close to 50 men each night. Without this
funding, the Centre will be unable to operate in its current crisis accommodation form and
the organisation is currently considering other service models to maintain its commitment
to serving people experiencing homelessness.
“While we respect the Government’s intention to provide a more joined-up service for
people facing homelessness, the fact is the sector already operates under a collaborative
model. Most recently this has been demonstrated through the Adelaide Zero Project,
which was largely run by contributions and pro bono work from agencies in the sector,
many of whom have just been defunded,” said Louise Miller Frost, CEO of St Vincent de
Paul Society.
“What is really needed, is more social housing. Cutting funding to existing services and
bringing new players into the sector will make no difference to the numbers of people
experiencing homelessness unless there is more social housing for people to move into.
Meanwhile funding cuts to services like the Vinnies Men’s Crisis Centre will lead to more
rough sleepers on the streets in the short term at least. Leading into winter, nobody wants
to see that.”
The Vinnies Men’s Crisis Centre is one of a suite of services for people experiencing or at
risk of homelessness that Vinnies provides across SA, mostly without government funding.
- ENDS Contact details
For interview opportunities please contact Jo Dinnison, Communications Officer at Vinnies,
on 0419 940 721 or jdinnison@svdpsa.org.au

Notes overleaf for editors

About the St Vincent de Paul Society (SA):
Assistance for South Australians experiencing hardship includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A home visit program assisting around 60,000 people each year with food, clothing
& emergency funds
10 Fred’s Vans services providing over 40,000 meals across the state
A Refugee & Asylum Seeker Service
Financial counselling services
Vinnies Youth program supporting young people facing disadvantage
A 44 bed Vinnies Men’s Crisis Centre
A 20 room Vinnies Women’s Crisis Centre
Disaster relief when the need arises – eg Bushfire, drought

