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THE STATE OF EDUCATION IN VICTORIA
Many of the children and young people Vinnies assists come from disadvantaged backgrounds where
families struggle to make ends meet and parents are unable to support their child’s education needs.

One in six Australian children and young people are living in poverty.*
For children living in poverty, every school year can be a reminder of the pressure their family is under as their
parents struggle to meet the rising costs of the technology needed for school.
Then there’s the added stress of
children trying to fit in when they don’t
have the right school shoes or uniform
or are excluded from extra-curricular
activities, such as excursions or
incursions. How do young students
keep up with the curriculum without
the right books or the 1:1 support
that’s often needed to succeed?
We know that the children and young
people who don’t have access to
these everyday school needs do not
do as well at school. The research
tells us that they’re more likely to leave
school early and we know that they
have less meaningful employment
prospects.
At the St Vincent de Paul Society
Victoria we believe every young person
should have the opportunity to learn
and thrive.

That’s why our approach is broad,
compassionate and holistic – from
addressing a student’s academic and
social needs, to alleviating the pressure
of a family’s education costs, to ensuring
young minds don’t go hungry.
Our education support and tutoring
programs also support children
to participate more fully in their
education. And our dedicated youth
team runs a range of camps, days
out and Roadshows throughout the
year giving students the opportunity to
engage with each other and parents
some much needed respite.
Vinnies has always identified education
as a key pathway out of poverty.
Good quality education can bring
stability, opportunity and a sense of
achievement – not only for the student
but often for their families, too.

PROBLEM:
1 IN 6 VICTORIAN CHILDREN

who live in poverty often
miss out on fully participating
in their education1

And this is why donations from the
community are so important – because
together we are supporting a child’s
future and the infinite possibilities
that a good education can bring.

PROBLEM:
2-3 YEARS BEHIND
IN LITERACY AND
NUMERACY SKILLS

PROBLEM:
30% LOWER YEAR 12
COMPLETION RATE

With my deepest gratitude,

for disadvantaged
students

for disadvantaged
students2

VINNIES HELP:
3,347 HOURS

Sue Cattermole
Chief Executive Officer

VINNIES HELP:
1,571 DEDICATED
VOLUNTEERS

of student
learning and
tutoring provided

Last year, Vinnies provided $1.1+ million to support the education needs of vulnerable
children and young people.

work in assisting
struggling students

VINNIES HELP:
7 VINNIES EDUCATION PROGRAMS
dedicated to supporting
a child with their literacy
and numeracy skills.

Helped provide school
essentials such as
uniforms, books and
technology.

Helped more than
121,000 children
and families.

Provided scholarships
and helped with
school fees and
extra-curricular activities.

Volunteers delivered
3,347 hours of
one-to-one support.

The critical factors needed to help a struggling student are the provision of the right tools such as school
books and uniforms and the time, patience and consistency that comes with personalised support.
1

If you would like to contribute to Vinnies Victoria and support struggling students with their
education, donate online now.
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VCOSS Every-suburb-Every-town-Poverty-Report 2018.
Poverty in Australia, 2018. ACOSS/UNSW Poverty and Inequality Partnership Report No.2.

*Poverty in Australia 2020: Part 1, Overview ACOSS
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CONNECTING WITH STUDENTS
MICHAEL:
Vinnies Education Programs run throughout Victoria, helping hundreds of
disadvantaged students with their reading, writing and homework skills.
They also help children with important social and emotional development
skills that build their confidence which underpins all learning.
Vinnies Education Programs were moved to an online platform during the
pandemic, where Michael and Eamon met for weekly reading sessions for almost
a year – but they have never met in person.
Michael, who plays Ron Wesley in the Harry Potter and the Cursed Child stage
show in Melbourne, became a learning assistant with one of Vinnies Victoria’s
education programs when the show was suspended due to COVID-19.
He was teamed up with Eamon, aged eight, who had joined the program to get
help with reading.
The programs have now returned to in-person, after-school meetings, and the
pair hope to one day meet the old fashioned way – face-to-face.

How did a Harry Potter theatre star
become a Vinnies volunteer?
After the Harry Potter show had
to shut down, I began thinking of
what else I could do with my time
and skills that were useful. I wanted
to do something meaningful so
I answered an advertisement looking
for volunteers for one of the Vinnies
Education Programs.
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What games did you play?
One of our regular games is Heads Up.
We write the name of an animal on
a piece of paper on our foreheads,
and the other person has to
describe its characteristics. When
we finish, we‘ll do research about
the animals and their habitat and
behaviours.

How did your online sessions
with Eamon work?

Those games really appealed to
Eamon’s interest in animals and
science but helped his reading
skills improve too.

It’s not just the education aspect
of the program because social
interaction is a big part of learning too.

Why do you think education is
important?

First Eamon and I had a chat about
what he got up to that day and then
we start with some warm-up games.
It was important to figure out where
Eamon’s passions lie. We realised
that we both love animals, and he
has a strong affinity for science and
understanding how things work.
So that’s where I was able to focus
our work.

Eamon (left) and Michael
(right) hope to one day
meet in person.

EAMON:

Education is empowering. Variation
in education is important, too.
Vinnies Education Programs give
the students a perspective that’s
different from the teaching style
at school.
Many young people struggle with
the pace at school, and we aim to
meet them ‘where they are’, so they
can develop at their own speed.

What did you like about your time
with Michael online?

Has Michael helped with your reading?
What are you reading now?

I like how we have lots of fun with
books. He’s funny too.

Yeah, definitely. We read a lot about
animals but me and Michael are
working on making our own book.
Right now we are planning on how
the story goes.

What sort of stuff did you talk about
with him?
Most of the time we talk about
animals when we play Heads Up.

What’s your favourite animal?
My favourite animal is an owl.

What do you think it would be like to
meet him in person?
It would be really cool if I got to meet
Michael. I think he would be really
funny. He’s a really good guy and
I think he’ll probably be the same
as I know him on the laptop.

Vinnies - We are always here
When COVID-19 struck Australia early in 2020 and the government enforced
restrictions on schools and business alike, our Vinnies Education Programs
quickly adapted.
Our education support programs moved to an online platform because Vinnies
is committed to always being there for struggling students.
Today our programs have returned to after school face-to-face meetings while
ensuring that we are COVID safe.

Thank you for supporting students like Eamon through
tough times. If you would like to help children with their
education, donate to our Back to School Appeal today.

DONATE TODAY VISIT vinnies.org.au

5

COMMUNITY BOOKSTORE
A BEST SELLER

BUSHFIRE
UPDATE

Vinnies Victoria is proud of our ongoing and thriving partnership
with Woodards Real Estate. We are grateful for their commitment
to helping Victorians who are facing poverty and disadvantage.
In December 2020 Woodards opened a Community Bookstore in
Hawthorn to raise essential funds to go towards vital Vinnies services,
helping the most vulnerable in our community.
The bookshop raised $3,582 for Vinnies, adding to their $12,000 end
of year donation. All funds were dedicated to providing 1,300 Christmas
hampers to individuals and families in need through our Vinnies Soup
Van services.

The bushfires were a traumatic experience for Ellie. Her mother and sister had
to flee the town while Ellie stayed behind with her father to protect their house.
The days spent hosing down the house and the surrounding areas eventually
took their toll on Ellie when she became ill from smoke inhalation and stress.

Thank you to Woodards for always rising to the occasion to support
our services in times of great need. We look forward to what we can
achieve together with their support in the future.

Ellie also lost a friend to the fires and the experience has devastated her and
her community:

If you would like to learn more about how to run your own
fundraiser visit fundraiseforvinniesvic.org.au or email
fundraise@svdp-vic.org.au.

“I still see the impact of the fires every day all around us - in my colleagues and
friends who lost property, infrastructure and even their homes, in the environment
and in my family and others who are still dealing with what happened to our
friend. His death made the months of rebuilding all the more gruelling.”

A familiy affair: Sharon and her son Luke Piccolo from Woodards
Foundation in front of their pop-up bookstore.

Even though Ellie’s education was delayed because of the fires, she is determined
to realise her dream so she applied for funding to help continue her studies.
Ellie told us the difference the funding will make.

A SPECIAL WAY TO GIVE

“This scholarship would not only allow me to relocate to university, which is
1.5 hours away but also help alleviate the costs associated with studying, such
as equipment, stationery, books and placement costs. It would also allow me to
reduce my work shifts, all of which means I can completely concentrate on my
studies to become the best teacher I can be.”

Some special gifts continue to provide practical frontline
support to the most vulnerable members of our community
through our Good Works. Other gifts are directed to individual
programs including our Youth Services and Education Programs.
We all know how vital supporting young people and children is in
helping to break the cycle of poverty, so it is important that no child
is left behind when it comes to learning. Dedicated Vinnies volunteers
work individually with children through our growing number of
education programs to help ensure that struggling students have the
opportunity to realise their full potential.
Investing in education through our programs can be a reflection of
your beliefs and an investment in the future – because a gift dedicated
to education is a gift of a lifetime.
For a caring and confidential conversation about how you can
leave a lasting legacy by remembering the St Vincent de Paul
Society in your Will, please contact Sharon Wangman on
03 9895 5821 or email bequest@svdp-vic.org.au.
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Ellie has wanted to be a teacher for as long as she could talk, but when
the Black Summer bushfires devastated her home town, she thought her
dreams would go up in smoke.

Since receiving a special grant from the Vinnies Bushfire Education Scholarship
Fund, however, Ellie is once again excited for her future as she studies for a
Bachelor of Education at the Charles Sturt University.

Not only that, more than 100 Woodards employees volunteered their
time in the bookshop over December. What a wonderful example of
business and charity working together helping to build compassionate
communities.
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BUSHFIRE SCHOLARSHIP HELPS
REALISE DREAMS

Ellie’s focus on her study during times of extreme adversity is testimony to
her strength and resilience, but it is her commitment to her community that
is truly inspiring:
Vinnies is helping Ellie to study to become a teacher.

“I am so grateful for Vinnies and the scholarship. Being able to educate others
who want to learn is my ultimate goal in life. I aspire to make a difference
in my community and this education grant will help me to achieve that.”
We wish Ellie all the best in her studies and her very bright future.

The St Vincent de Paul Society remains committed to
ensuring all funds raised from the Bushfire Appeal will support
long-term recovery needs. Every dollar goes towards assisting
people in crisis.

DONATE TODAY VISIT vinnies.org.au
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EDUCATION SUPPORT KNOWS NO BORDERS
Many young international students were hit hard by the pandemic last
year. They arrived in Victoria anticipating a productive new school year,
but within weeks had become jobless, scared and lonely without the
support of their family and friends.

established relationships with
educational institutions that will
provide longer-term connections for
the future. Anna Jenkins, Coordinator,
International Student Services
at La Trobe University says:

Sadly some students were going
without food and other living essentials
as they struggled to get by.

to almost 800 students from 57 counties.
The average age of the students
assisted was 24.

Our dedicated Young Vincentians
jumped into action and launched the
Vinnies Victoria International Student
Aid initiative. They were well placed
to understand the unique needs
of the young students who were
disproportionately affected by the
impacts of COVID.

Young Vinnies volunteer Dee, aged 23,
told us why she wanted to help:

“The support from Vinnies is
invaluable and a life-line for some
of our students. It helps them to buy
food, clothing and other essential items
during stressful times.”

Responding with care and
compassion, devoted Young Vinnies
volunteers assisted students with
food, toiletries, and clothing and
accommodation costs. They provided
more than $92,000 worth of support

“It is one thing to hear about how
hard it is for international students
on the news, but it’s another thing to
hear it from the students themselves.
Knowing that I am helping someone
who doesn’t have what I have
because they are away from home
is the most rewarding part.”
Importantly, the program has

But it’s the feedback that we received
from one student we assisted that
demonstrates the difference we can
make in a young person’s life:

“I would like to thank Vinnies
for giving these valuable
vouchers. They were a great
blessing for me in this hard
time. I would like you to know
that I am keeping up good with
my studies as I am relieved
from the grocery needs. I will
offer my prayers for your
Society to deliver more to
those who are in need. God
bless you.”

Vinnies helped students from 57 countries.

You can help a student with their education by donating to Vinnies today.

St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria

ABN 28 911 702 061

43 Prospect Street, Box Hill VIC 3128
03 9895 5800

info@svdp-vic.org.au

www.vinnies.org.au

CONNECT WITH US:

facebook.com/VinniesVictoria

@VinniesVictoria

@VinniesVictoria

All Vinnies programs and services are delivered in a COVID safe manner.
This material cannot be reproduced without the written permission of the Marketing & Fundraising Department of the St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria.
Some names, images and identifying details have been changed to protect the identity of individuals.

