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In Victoria, there has been a strong focus on engaging with local
communities to understand their recovery needs. This included
a team of members travelling to Mallacoota and Corryong on a
weekly basis, as soon as the roads opened up, which was some six
weeks after the bushfires ended.
To date we have assisted over 500 individuals and families.
During COVID-19 travel to the bushfire affected areas is not possible
so we have transferred back to a phone and online system to
continue to assist supporting local people.
A focus has also been made to support students from kindergarten
through to tertiary with their ongoing education.
A generous donation from the Victorian Jewish Community is
assisting with these grants.
One early example of the important assistance that has been
provided came as a result of close community discussions where
the St Vincent de Paul Society was able to support the engagement
of counselling support for students by funding a Trauma Recovery
Practitioner at the local school for 12 months to work with students
who have been impacted by the trauma of the bushfires. Two
significant education projects are about to the launched.
In northern Victoria and across Gippsland our volunteers have been
active across their community, responding to calls for assistance
and providing food hampers, bills, education costs and more.
As at 30 June 2020, the Society had provided assistance to the
communities of Mallacoota, Buchan Valley and Northern Victoria.

1,800
536
35
$2.4m

Number of calls received
Number of households assisted
Number of volunteers assisting with calls received
Assistance provided for bushfire recovery

*Approximately $1.5m of the bushfire recovery funding was delivered during the pandemic.

The Society remains committed to ensuring all funds raised will be
provided to long-term recovery needs. No administrative fees are
held by the Society so 100 cents of every dollar is provided to assist
people.

