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ROCKING HORSES
BRING BACK SMILES
It’s not every day that three beautifully crafted rocking horses walk
through the door, but that’s what happened last month when Swan
Hill craftsman David arrived at the Vinnies Bairnsdale Assistance
Centre carrying the first of the three horses under his arm.
Bairnsdale volunteers Cath and Jo were there to welcome the
donations with open arms – from 1.5 metre distance, of course.
“It’s been a very difficult year for the people of Bairnsdale,” said
Cath, a long-time local herself. “We knew of at least three families
with young children who had lost everything during this year’s
bushfires and who had been really struggling. We wanted to lift their
spirits somehow.”
Cath, Jo and their fellow volunteers had been working closely
with families during the East Gippsland bushfires and have been
alongside them ever since, providing food, food vouchers, clothes,
furniture and assistance with bills and education. Basically, anything
and everything to help people still suffering from the trauma get
their lives back on track.
Along with the rocking horses, Cath was delighted to present the
families with Meyer and RACO Australia, Anaconda Stores clothing,
and makeup packs worth more than $100 — all graciously donated.
“The mums were over the moon about the packs,” says Cath. One
of the mums, Amy, told Cath that she was also so delighted that she
could now make a cake for her little boy David who had a birthday
coming up.
“It’s wonderful to see our families smiling again,” says Cath, “but we
know that we have a number of families who have lost everything
and are eligible for our grants right now. We can’t reach out to
everyone, but we urge them to contact us or to call our national
number 13 18 12. We can, and will, do everything to help them get
back on their feet.”

