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The St Vincent de Paul Society is so grateful to the wider community
for their support of fellow Victorians in need following the devastating
bushfires earlier this year on the south-east coast and in the Victorian
high country.
The road back to recovery is long and slow for these communities, but
at every step of the way Vinnies will be there and your support makes
the rebuilding possible. Thank you.
This update highlights donations that have been allocated towards
educational needs for students in the fire-affected areas – from
primary age to tertiary – so that they have the best chance possible of
continuing their studies without disruption.
Here are some stories from our local groups (we call them conferences)
of how they have been assisting and investing in their communities.

MALLACOOTA DISTRICT
A number of tertiary students are being
supported with accommodation and
transport costs so they can continue
their education.
One young man is studying architecture
in Melbourne. Vinnies became aware
of his family’s situation during our
presence in the town after the fires
and learned that his mother had
developed difficulties supporting the
accommodation costs associated
with his study. He has moved to a
cheaper room in Melbourne and
Vinnies is supporting him with his new
accommodation costs until he finishes
his course. This has taken significant
pressure off his single-parent household
as his mum also has two daughters at
secondary school.
Another young man has to travel
fortnightly to Bairnsdale for his course
and Vinnies is subsidising his fuel
costs because his parents own a B&B
in Mallacoota and their income has
been drastically reduced by the fires.
Another almost $3,500 has been spent
on computer equipment for families in
Mallacoota for education purposes.
Plans are in the advanced stages
regarding the appointment of
counsellors providing psychological

support – two full-time and one parttime – at three different schools in
the Mallacoota area. These have been
requested by the schools and it’s
anticipated their presence will have an
immeasurable impact on alleviating
some of the mental health stresses
facing students during the long process
of re-establishing effective school
routines and support networks that
were turned upside down by the fires.
The Bairnsdale Conference is currently
in the process of supplying a number
of technological support devices to
families in Mallacoota to improve online
access when schooling goes online in
term 2 due to the coronavirus crisis.
Bairnsdale President Cath McMahon
is liaising with relevant schools via
Rev. Jude Benton, of the Croajingolong
Parish, about how many families will
need assistance to purchase dongles
and data. Mallacoota is not connected
to the NBN and there are no ADSL ports
available. If 15 families take up this
support, the cost will be $5,550 and
provide 12 months’ worth of data. Cath
will make the purchases once numbers
are confirmed and the devices will be
delivered to Mallacoota.
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BAIRNSDALE CONFERENCE
The Bairnsdale Conference has spent
$51,266 on education assistance for
47 fire-affected families.
School fees have been paid for 12
families – ranging in cost from $1,492
to $6,113, along with six laptops
purchased for high school students.
Other examples of expenditure
include supplying 21 families with
new school shoes for their children at
around $100 each.

The principal of Nagle College in
Bairnsdale, Neville Powles, says:
“Quite a number of families at Nagle
College have been significantly aided
by the financial assistance provided
through Vinnies. There have been
many hardships created by the
Corryong College has been given approximately $53,000 that has been allocated
bushfires – homes, property and
to pay for an international excursion and a local camp, which have both now been income loss. This has come on the
postponed due to the coronavirus outbreak.
back of three years of drought in East
Gippsland.
Flights have been purchased through the Flight Centre for 16 students and two
parents for a week-long educational trip to Indonesia to support their studies of
“The assistance provided has helped
families keep their children at Nagle
the country’s language and culture ($44,766). The excursion had been planned
and so enabled a routine in life that
for May and was due to include visits to religious temples, rice paddies in Ubud, a
had been placed in jeopardy. We are
mountain hike and cooking classes. The flights and accommodation costs are now
very appreciative of the assistance of
being held on credit for when the excursion can be rescheduled. Children from
years 9, 10, 11 and 12 have been supported. These trips are seen as instrumental to being provided by Vinnies.”
the educational development and well-being of the children, who would otherwise A lovely story emerged from
have been excluded from this exciting school-wide activity.
Bairnsdale about two young children
of a single parent family. Teachers had
The other excursion ($8,360) is a camping trip that year 7 students undertake
identified that one of the children,
to Tathra to learn life skills and seawater safety. The trip had been planned for
February but had already been delayed due to flooding that occurred following the who was in his first year, was having
difficulties, which were then linked to
bushfires, and is now on hold until after the coronavirus crisis ends.
the discovery of an eye astigmatism.
The Sacred Heart School in Corryong has received $20,054, for camps and uniforms,
Vinnies assisted by paying for the eye
while the Corryong Kindergarten has been given $1,540 for uniforms. School shoes
tests, during which it was discovered
to the value of $400 have been purchased for children at a Corryong shoe shop.
that his younger sister had the same

CORRYONG & UPPER MURRAY REGION

Not only does this funding provide the invaluable education assistance to fireaffected families, but Vinnies Victoria ensures that its conferences spend the money
in their home communities as much as possible to help local businesses that were
also devastated by the fires to get back on their feet.

“The assistance provided has helped families keep
their children at Nagle and so enabled a routine in
life that had been placed in jeopardy.”
Neville Powles, principal, Nagle College

condition. Vinnies then paid for
both children to have new reading
glasses at a cost of $570. This was
the amount remaining after the
mum claimed her Medicare rebate
so removing this cost has been a
significant help for the family. The
new glasses have meant that the
boy’s engagement at school has
improved and his sister is set to start
school without the astigmatism this
year that would have otherwise held
her back.
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MICHELLE GARBUTT, ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
Michelle says that Vinnies has
helped many families at the
school by buying uniforms and
paying for school fees, books and
technological supplies and camps.
She adds that it’s not just after
the bushfires that Vinnies has
come forward to offer the school
assistance: “Vinnies has always
had a good relationship with our
school and with our immediate
surrounding areas. That’s been
an ongoing reality for as long as
I’ve been here, and this is my 13th
year in East Gippsland. I think
that’s something not only special
about Vinnies, but special about
being in a small community where
all of the volunteers at Vinnies
are not only dedicated workers,
but it’s their
community. They
know people in
this area.”

Michelle Garbutt, the principal
of St Mary’s Primary School in
Bairnsdale, says that two families
from her school were directly
impacted by losing their homes
and that the main indirect impact
is the financial
difficulties
facing many
familyrun local
businesses
due to the loss
Michelle says
of tourism.
that she expects
She says
to see an
that children
increased need
returned
for counselling
Michelle
to school
for students in
after the fires emotionally
the coming months as the fallout
unsettled, tired and in some
cases, traumatised. Many did
from the fires continues. Families
not have the holiday they were
may encounter difficulties if
expecting, and even if they were
insurance payments don’t cover
not directly impacted by the
rebuild expenses and businesses
fires or evacuation, did not see
suffer ongoing losses. She adds:
their relatives or do activities
as normal. She said getting the
“So that’s when the support will
children back into a structured
be needed and I have no doubt
routine was “a blessing” and
that Vinnies will be here for the
instrumental in the first steps to
long haul.”
recovery.

“Vinnies has always
had a good relationship
with our school and
with our immediate
surrounding areas.”

JAN LEE, AJ FOOTWEAR

Vinnies in Bairnsdale has been providing
vouchers to help fire-affected families – but
they make sure the vouchers are to be spent at
local shops, such as a shoe store, a cafe and the
butchers to help fire-hit businesses get back on
their feet too.
Jan Lee from AJ Footwear in Bairnsdale says: “I
thought it was a great initiative because not only
does it help the families involved to buy school
shoes, but it helps us too. Local businesses
really appreciate Vinnies supporting us to keep
money moving round the area. It’s a big help for
independent businesses like mine.
“We’ve had several families come in with the
vouchers and it’s a pleasure to help them out at
this time. It’s very important that the children
who have been affected so badly are able to get
all the proper clothing and footwear for school.
They’ve been traumatised enough and don’t
need to be singled out for not having the same
things as everyone else. It helps to normalise life
again for them.”

VINNIES MOMENTS | AUTUMN 2020
This issue of Vinnies Moments
features:
• Education: your impact
• Special Bushfire update
• Youth empowering youth
CLICK HERE

