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Pictured: Upper Murray Regional President Rosanne Hill and David Smorgon OAM
at Sacred Heart Primary School, Corryong

EDUCATION HELPS BUILD COMMUNITIES
Victoria’s Jewish community has
joined with the St Vincent de Paul
Society Victoria in helping to rebuild
communities affected by bushfires
with a specific focus on enabling
children and young people resettle
back into their schools and resume
their education as quickly as possible.

“We recognise that education is one of
the most important things that builds
communities,” David said.
“We want to ensure we help people
affected by addressing the basics such
as school fees, uniforms and equipment,
but also the important aspects of access,
isolation, participation, health and extra
demands.
The generous donation of $1 million –
“We are very impressed by the practical
on behalf of the Victorian Jewish
Bushfire Relief Appeal – was presented and professional approach taken by the
St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria and
to the Society by Melbourne businessreassured that every dollar donated will
man David Smorgon OAM, who recently be spent assisting the people affected
visited the Sacred Heart School in
by the fires.
Corryong where he also met with local
“Further, the fact that there are no
Vinnies volunteers.
overheads, no fees and with a very
The focus of the initiative was to assist
strong verification process and
all children and higher education
procedure made Vinnies the ideal
students with their education costs, such partner for the Victorian Jewish
community.”
as school fees, uniforms, transport,
communication and more. The fund is
St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria CEO
for children and people undertaking all
Sue Cattermole added: “The Victorian
levels of education – from kindergarten
Jewish community is a great partner for
through primary school, secondary,
the St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria
TAFE and university.
to work with.

“We are thankful for their
donation and want to help
deliver the assistance where it is most
needed. Education has always been a
pillar of the Society’s work in Victoria
and we understand how important it is
to get young people back into
education as quickly as possible.
“Following the bushfires Vinnies will be
there supporting as many Victorians as
possible with long-term community
rebuilding, and this specific project of
helping those return to education is
very special.”
If you or someone you know has been
affected by the bushfires please call
the St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria
on 13 18 12.
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Kevin McMahon

Dear fellow Vincentians,
As I write this, the worst of the bushfires across Victoria, New
South Wales, Queensland, South Australia and the ACT are
finally over, but the recovery and the picking up of pieces,
among these fragile communities has only just begun.
On top of these bushfires, there has been – and in parts of
New South Wales and Victoria – there remains a crippling
drought which has impacted several rural areas.
On my second visit to Mallacoota I spent time listening to
the people affected by the bushfires.
Many of its residents are still in crisis, traumatised by the
experience, displaced from their homes and disbursed
across the broader community, but it is at these times that
a connected and strong community is starting to come
together to look forward to the future. The Society will be
there to help throughout their journey.
One of our largest focuses throughout the bushfire crisis
was to ensure children get back to school and establish
some normalcy.
This school year brought untold extra pressures – going
back to school was simply a reminder to families and their
children of the stress they were under – and my heart
went out to them. However we know that attending school
will be a big part of restoring the wellbeing of young people.
Vinnies set up a helpline on 13 18 12 for this assistance
with education costs – among other assistance. However,
our main task begins now – in the recovery phase.
We are proud to state that every dollar raised will be used
to support the people impacted by the fires. In addition
the Society will not, and has never, kept funds from
disaster appeals for any other work or cause including
administration.
We rely on generous donations from Victorians to support
our good works and receive no government bushfire
funding here in Victoria.
Our experience after the Black Saturday fires in 2009 and,
more recently, in Bunyip, indicates that the initial recovery
will take 12–18 months as people slowly return to their
towns or to a new location.
From our home visits throughout the year, our members
are well equipped to do the sort of assessment required in
these circumstances: What assistance has already been
given by the government, insurance companies, other
agencies? What is still needed?
Our primary aim in all of this will be to assist, as much as
we can, everyone affected by the fires.
This is what drives me most during these testing times.
For more than 165 years, our members and volunteers
have responded practically and compassionately to social
injustices and natural disasters asking the most important
question: “How can I help you to rebuild your life?”.
Let us pray for the recovery for all concerned.
Kevin McMahon
State President

A new Tough Questions guide
focusing on the work of the St
Vincent de Paul Society does in
education and giving kids a fair
go at school will be hitting the
streets shortly.
The Society helps more than 142,000 children and young
people each year by providing social, emotional and
educational support and assistance.
Last financial year, Vinnies provided assistance of more
than $1 million for essential items such as uniforms,
books, food, fees and scholarships.
So why does education matter? Education is vital to
breaking the cycle of poverty. Every Victorian student is
entitled to realising their full education potential and should
not be left behind due to poverty.
Children and young people living in poverty are already at
a disadvantage, but given the right support, we can work to
minimise how this impacts on their schooling.
This Tough Question guide highlights what Vinnies and our
network of volunteers are doing to help children and young
people get the most out of their education and create a
better future for themselves.

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR...

Deceased members, volunteers, family and friends
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Audrey Beams, member, Blackburn Conference and
volunteer, Fitzroy Soup Van
Helen Boon, member and treasurer, Pakenham Conference
John Burke, founding member, Donald Conference
Brian Chandley, former member, Geelong Conference
and Geelong East Conference
Irene Coyle, former member, Croydon Conference and
volunteer, Vinnies Croydon
Bryan Cully, member, Noble Park Conference
Pat Davis, founding volunteer, Vinnies Ararat
Henk Dortmans, former member and president, Iona/
Maryknoll Conference
Tony Green, member, Western Port Conference and
former member and president, Dromana Conference
Paul Gubbels, member and treasurer, Dandenong
Conference
Penny Hickey, former member, Croydon Conference
Greg Hogan, founding member, Donald Conference
William Hogan, former member, Ararat and Eltham
Conferences and volunteer, Vinnies Briar Hill
John Howard, former member, Jordanville Conference
Mavis Inkster, former member, Warracknabeal Conference
Paul Kelly, volunteer, Vinnies Sunbury
William Nixon, member, Parkdale East Conference
Annette O’Dowd, former member, Moe Conference, past
president and founder, Moe Soup Van
Kevin Priest, former member, Belgrave Conference
Annette Smith, member, Wodonga Conference
Frank Whitehouse, former member, Dandenong North
Conference 
Janet Williams, member, Western Port Conference
Heather Woods, member, Doveton Conference
Please email any requests for prayers to our Support Services
team at support.services@svdp-vic.org.au

DIVING INTO A GREAT DAY OUT
EDUCATION IS KEY

Helping to build young people’s
confidence is something we believe
is vital for growth and development.
And here at Vinnies we think the best
way to do this is with young people
leading young people!

Meet our awesome young team who we
recently took out on Vinnies Summer
Teens Camp. They snorkelled in Port
Philip Bay with dolphins and seals, and
even saw a one-month-old calf (that’s a
baby dolphin in case you didn’t know).
The kids also competed in the traditional
(and much-loved) brownie eating
competition, and then ran amok at laser
tag Timezone Australia.
Thank you to our amazing youth leaders
for creating a fun and safe space for
young people to simply have fun!

The St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria has always identified education
as a key pathway out of poverty. Our programs offer essential
support to students and families experiencing disadvantage including
assistance with education expenses as well as providing tutoring
programs, reading clubs and sporting programs.
The Society's suite of education programs are located across suburban
Melbourne and regional Victoria.
At present there are five programs
running in Dandenong, Heidelberg
West, Maidstone, Noble Park and
Warrnambool.
These programs provide students from
primary and secondary schools with
ongoing tutoring, reading and literacy
support once a week during Victorian
school terms.
All of the Society's education programs
are run free of charge to students.
Each week our volunteers donate their
time and talents to support and assist
young people from disadvantaged,
migrant and refugee backgrounds. We
are extremely grateful to them all for
their outstanding generosity.

Bushfire

UPDATE

For many Australians, the
2019–2020 bushfires across
the country’s south-east coast
– including East Gippsland and
Victoria’s high country – will
be forever etched in memory.
Over five months, bushfires
raged across an area roughly the
size of Ireland. By January 2020,
the fires had already claimed 33
lives, destroyed thousands of
homes and lives, blanketed
capital cities and rural towns in
clouds of noxious smoke, and
decimated wildlife.
But while much of Australia
burned, many people from both
here and abroad rallied to
support fragile communities –
including our committed Vinnies
members and volunteers who
worked around the clock to
provide assistance and support
on the frontline in our rural
Vinnies Shops and at the end of
our phone helplines.
In Victoria’s north-east our
volunteers quickly connected with
local services with a focus on
long-term recovery.
In East Gippsland, during much
of January, the Society set up
tables at Bairnsdale Bushfire
Recovery Centre where, during
the busiest weeks, volunteers
were seeing up to 300 people a
day. The volunteers then

relocated to St Mary’s Parish
where they continued to provide
ready assistance, such as water
for farmers to replenish/flush
tanks, sleeping bags and swags,
and referrals to other agencies
for various other forms of
assistance.
Our volunteers couldn’t have
done all this amazing work
without our loyal supporters who
not only helped the Society raise
nationally $14.5 million, but
organisations such as Foodbank,
Anaconda Stores and Good360
Australia which, during the early
stages of the disaster, also
provided quality food and goods.
The flood of generous in-kind
donations meant that our
warehouses quickly reached
capacity and it was just at this
time that freight and logistics
companies such as SECON, ACA
International and OOCL Shipping
offered logistic support and
much-needed additional storage.
In Victoria and NSW, Silver Top
Taxis and Premier Cabs also
jumped on board by promoting
the Vinnies Bushfire Appeal. The
companies’ desire to make a
difference summed up by Silver
Top Taxi driver ‘David’, who said:
“Whatever it takes, we’ll be
happy to help.”

SHOOTING HOOPS
TO HELP OTHERS

A Melbourne basketball event held by
Envision Basketball raised more than
$1,000 for the Vinnies Bushfire Appeal.
Envision chief executive Kareem Drayton
said that while Vinnies volunteers were on the
ground providing assistance, they would also
be there for the long haul.
"They play a big part in the recovery process,
helping rebuild homes and fences, restock
fridges and refuel utes – among many,
many other things – such a practical and
compassionate response really appealed to
us," he said.

Pictured: Ricky Baldwin, Head coach of Australian National
Indigenous Women’s Team (2019 World Indigenous
Championships Gold Medal Winners) and Kareem Drayton,
Founder and CEO at Envision Basketball.

HELP AT HAND | BAIRNSDALE

In Bairnsdale, our Vinnies volunteers
have worked around the clock and,
often, in the midst of smoke from
the nearby fires, firstly at Bairnsdale
Bushfire Recovery Centre and then St
Mary’s Parish to ensure that people
who fled Victoria’s East Gippsland fires
would be assisted and cared for.
Bairnsdale Conference President Cath
McMahon says that for traumatised
people it was the extra level of care that
the volunteers provided that seemed to
really make a difference.
“We had a lady who had been impacted by
the bushfires who was really stressed and
looking fairly distraught and we did another
thing that I think is probably unique to
Vinnies – we said, ‘Would you like to go
out for lunch?’.
“We have a good deal with a local cafe,
we pay for a $15 voucher that we give
to people, but the café lets them order
whatever they want from the menu. Well,
when I said that to the lady, the biggest
smile crept over her face. She said, ‘You
know, I cannot tell you the last time I went
out for lunch’.”
“So it’s just those little things that happen
when you have face-to-face contact with
people that really make a difference."
In East Gippsland, our volunteers also
helped with back-to-school and education
costs, thanks to the generous $1 million
donation from the Melbourne Jewish
community has recently donated to the
Vinnies Bushfire Appeal.
The volunteers have also provided hay and
stock feed for farmers, paid for car repairs
and insurance bills, gave out fuel vouchers,
bought new boots for people whose shoes
had melted and provided many hours of
consoling distraught people.
“We are here for the long haul,” says Cath.

THANK YOU ONE AND ALL
Another year of overwhelming support!
The St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria would like to thank
everyone involved in sharing the Christmas spirit in 2019 by
assisting people in need.
The distribution of hampers with toys, food (fresh and nonperishable), were delivered by dedicated volunteers to people
when they needed it most and, yes, it made their lives that little
bit better.
Families were extremely grateful for the support from each of
our services and were able to celebrate Christmas with extra
goodies provided in the hampers.
The Society wishes to thank all our members and volunteers
who took the time to collate and distribute the hampers during
this busy time of year. You truly are the heart of Vinnies.
Special thanks to all suppliers who donated goods and the
many schools, conferences, shops and soup vans who
provided these amazing photographs.

A LEGACY
FOR GOOD

For a FREE copy of our Gift in Wills
flyer or for a confidential conversation
about leaving a lasting legacy, please
contact:
Sharon Wangman
Gift in Will Manager
Phone 03 9895 5821
Email bequest@svdp-vic.org.au

NINTH SOUP VAN SERVICE OPENS IN DANDENONG
On Tuesday 17 December 2019, the new Dandenong Soup Van service hit
the road to support the local area. Based at a kitchen in Dandenong
North, the van supports people experiencing, or at risk of, homelessness
and disadvantage by offering food, social connection as well as referral
pathways out of homelessness and poverty.
The Dandenong Soup Van is a free service available to anyone in Dandenong
and surrounding communities. Working one night per week it typically supports
people experiencing homelessness, housing instability or financial difficulties.
Welcome aboard to our 72 inaugural volunteers who, in one month, have
provided 230 meals plus blankets and toiletries.

Pictured (l-r): John Pye, Portland Rotary Club, farmer Clay Gowers, Annette
Lambert, Pam Henschke and Peter Gowers, Millewa Carwarp Community
Group, Denise Knight and Lorraine Cosgriff, St Vincent de Paul Society,
farmer Meagan Kay, Rod Henschke, Millewa Carwarp Community Group,
Chris Pye, St Vincent de Paul Society, and, top, farmers Andrew Kay and
James O’Day.

Picture courtesy Sunraysia Daily

• CONGRATULATIONS • HAY DRIVE FOR FARMERS
EMERITUS VINCENTIANS

We take this opportunity to congratulate
Vincentians who have recently received
our prestigous Emeritus Vincentian Award.
The Emeritus Vincentian Award is presented
in recognition of the commitment and valuable
work members have provided to their local
communities over many years.
Recent recipients since October 2019 include:
•

MOORABBIN/BENTLEIGH CONFERENCE
Jeanette Webb

•

MORELAND CONFERENCE
Des Duggan
Jean Duggan
Maree Hansford

•

NUMURKAH CONFERENCE
Aline Green
Bev Morrison
Brian Morrison

•

WARRNAMBOOL CONFERENCE
Tom Arundell
Lorraine Dooley
Michael Egan
Maureen Morley
Ian Smart
Joe Starkie

•

WONTHAGGI CONFERENCE
Jean Johnston

While areas of Victoria have recently been hit by bushfires,
the devastating effects of drought are still prominent within
our state.
With the assistance of the Australian Government's Drought
Community Support Initiative (round 2), up to $3,000 per
household was made available to farmers and farm workers in
eligible local government areas. In Victoria, these were Mildura,
Pyrenees, Strathbogie, Swan Hill and Yarriambiack.
However, Vinnies members didn't stop there and are continuing
to support farming communities experiencing the full force of an
unrelenting drought.
North Western Central Council President, Chris Pye and his
brother John, of Portland Rotary Club, are trying to raise $50,000
to buy hay for farmers in northern Victoria. They launched the
Buy a Bale campaign by driving a single symbolic hay bale from
Bessiebelle to the Millewa – and have so far raised cash and
donations of hay worth more than $15,000.
The first delivery was received by the community in Merrinee,
who are in desperate need of fodder for their livestock.
"The cruellest sight for farmers is to see livestock in distress,"
said Chris.
"Due to the ongoing and unforgiving drought, livestock often
becomes a farmer's only form of income. However, with no hay to
feed them after a crop season producing no yields, it is becoming
increasingly difficult for farmers to keep their stock alive, stay
financially stable and hope for the future."
Farmers wanting to apply for the grant or find out more should visit
www.vinnies.org.au/droughthelp or call 1300 846 643.

2020

• EXTRA DOLLOP OF KINDNESS •

MILESTONES

During the bushfires in East
Gippsland, our Vinnies Sale
volunteers responded quickly
to people – and families – who
clearly needed that extra dose
of kindness and compassion.
“We had one family who came in
with pretty much all they had on
their backs,” says Robyn (second
from right), with fellow volunteers
Annette, Maxine and Christine.
“They had three children with
the youngest being a little girl.
We helped them with clothes,
new sheets, pillows, a couple of
goods vouchers that sort of thing.
We said, ‘Don’t worry. Please
help yourself.’ I mean they were
clearly in need of assistance
and lost everything in the fire,
including their home.

“Then we said to the kids ‘Pick any
toy you like, it’s yours’. The kids
looked at their parents and then
back at us and then they were off
exploring. Such excitement.
“We’ve got some great stock here
so I was expecting them to pick up
a toy that was still in its box, but
the little girl came back with one
of our, let's say, more ‘loved’ dolls.
She held that doll to her chest and
just cradled it like a baby. She was
smiling and crying at the same time
and that stayed with me.”
Our volunteers are locals who
live and work alongside their
community and, as locals, they
know what it takes to get back a
fallen community back on its feet.

LAKES IN THE THICK OF IT
After officially opening in October
2019, Vinnies Lakes Entrance
found themselves in the thick of
Victoria's recent bushfires.
While the threat was on, it was
deemed safer for the shop to close
for a time to ensure the safety of
all our employees and volunteers.
Vinnies Lakes Entrance reopened
and has consistently provided
assistance to the local community.
Vinnies Shop Manager, Erica
Glover (pictured left) and her
team of volunteers were visited by
Simon Roberson, CFA member
and Vinnies Logistic Manager
before they headed out to fight the
fires in Omeo.

100TH ANNIVERSARY
Kensington Conference
Alphington Conference

02/05/1920
10/10/1920

90TH ANNIVERSARY
Ballarat North Conference
Glen Huntly Conference

23/07/1930
31/08/1930

80TH ANNIVERSARY
Koroit/Port Fairy Conference
Frankston Conference

14/04/1940
15/09/1940

60TH ANNIVERSARY
Mornington Conference

04/07/1960

50TH ANNIVERSARY
Warrnambool West Conference
Cheltenham Conference
Greensborough Conference
Mordialloc Conference
Merbein Conference

16/01/1970
04/05/1970
11/06/1970
01/07/1970
24/10/1970

40TH ANNIVERSARY
Bundoora Conference
Yackandandah Conference
Hoppers Crossing Conference
Kilmore Conference

17/07/1980
24/10/1980
29/10/1980
17/11/1980

30TH ANNIVERSARY
Doncaster East Conference
Mt Evelyn Conference
Rushworth Conference

09/01/1990
01/02/1990
22/08/1990

10TH ANNIVERSARY
Doncaster Conference
St Albans South Conference
Melbourne Young Vinnies

05/07/2010
18/11/2010
10/02/2010

CALENDAR DATES


2020 Vinnies CEO Sleepout

– Melbourne: Thursday 18 June 2020
– Geelong: Thursday 25 June 2020


2020 Ozanam Conversation
Thursday 30 July 2020



2020 A Call to Serve

Saturday 17 October 2020


Annual General Meeting & 		
Regional President's Gathering
Saturday 24 October 2020



2020 Thanksgiving Mass
Tuesday 10 November 2020

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY VICTORIA INC.
Locked Bag 4800, Box Hill Vic 3128
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WE ENDEAVOUR TO INCLUDE AS MANY ARTICLES AS POSSIBLE IN EACH ISSUE OF SOCIETYNEWS.
YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME, PLEASE FORWARD TO: MEDIA@SVDP-VIC.ORG.AU

