September –
December 2019

Serving Christ in the vulnerable.

1 September
2019

Oh to be humble…
22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Sirach 3:17-20,28-29
Heb 12:18-19,22-24
Lk 14:1,7-14
Today’s Gospel on the surface seems to be little more than a strategy
in how to be praised and honoured by others and not to be embarrassed
while looking seemingly humble! It is like Jesus is reminding the dinner
guests to think beyond the need to get the best seats as how wonderful
you will feel if you are admired over by the host and asked to move to
the front and better seats. It nearly seems “Pharisaic” in nature!
These thoughts prompted an article, which I read some time ago by Fr
Ron Rolheiser OMI. He called it On Not Faking Humility. In the article,
he contemplates diary entries of Dom Bede Griffiths who openly
confesses that he, a mystic, is “no better than anyone else”. However
a person whose life was led by contemplation and disciplined morality
could they not find a distinct comparison to anyone else? O Lord, it’s
hard to be humble!
Rolheiser shares; When Griffiths sincerely sees himself and believes
himself to be no better than anyone else in this world, he is looking rather
at his core, at the depth of his heart, where he sees that he, like everyone
else in this world, is vulnerable, alone, fearful, naked, self-centered,
inadequate, helpless, contingent, just as much in need of God and others
as absolutely every other person on this earth, and, thus, no better than
anyone else.
This does shine a different light on the Gospel and the deeper meaning
of the parable story of Jesus. He moves on to explain too that: When a
Bede Griffiths makes the claim that he is no better than anyone else and
that he stands in need of God’s mercy just as much as every sinner on
earth, he is not faking humility, but he is not making moral comparisons
either. He is speaking out of something deeper, namely, the fact that
ultimately we are all equally helpless to give ourselves life.
Is humility an overrated act in our secular society or still very important?
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THIS
WEEK...
“Love is the affinity which links
and draws together the elements
of the world... Love, in fact, is the
agent of universal synthesis.”
(Pierre Teilhard de Chardin)

PRAYER
Lord let your mercy be on us, as we
place our trust in you.

The cost of discipleship

8 September
2019

23RD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
Wis 9:13-18
Phil 9-10, 12-17
Lk 14:25-33
Jesus’ words in Luke’s Gospel this week are far-reaching. They count the
cost of true discipleship as far more than just an emotional response to
a great speech or moment. It is a response, which lets go of all that we
may hold dear to us, even life itself.
I recall a very difficult conversation with my wife Anne while she was
going through some very demanding treatment. I knew that she was
having a lumbar puncture procedure to collect cerebrospinal fluid (CSF)
for testing the spread of her Leukaemia. To say that this procedure is
frightfully uncomfortable would be an understatement.
I rang just after the procedure and simply asked how it all went. Anne’s
first words were very short and sharp and I knew there was more to
it. I paused. Then she started to cry. She said that the procedure was
horrific as the practitioner push the needle into her nerve and the pain
was excruciating. Through her tears she said that she was over all her
treatment, she wanted to stop and go back to the way we were. Then
she expressed beautifully the depth of her “unconditional” love. She
said, “I am only doing this for you, Maddie and Ben because I love you
all that much.” Four years later these words still echo in the depths of
my heart and bring a tear each time.
In this Anne’s love for us was not a love of simple emotions but a radical,
robust passionate love without bounds. This is what Jesus asks of us as
disciples in this gospel and always. To risk it all in radical love. Is this a
discipleship that we can embrace especially when the going gets tough?
What is the cost of discipleship for you?
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THIS
WEEK...
“Our heart is restless until it rests in
you.” (St Augustine of Hippo)

PRAYER
Lord, guide our restless hearts
to embrace joy in our work and
conversations.
Amen

What would the
Merciful Father do?

15 September
2019

24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Ex 32:7-11, 13-14
1 Tim 1:12-17
Lk 15:1-32
It is interesting that the story of the “Merciful Father” falls in the week
of the anniversary of one of the greatest tragedies in human history.
Who would ever forget those scenes of devastation 18 years ago. Two
of the tallest buildings in New York City were struck by two commercial
planes causing unprecedented damage and the fall of these massive
concrete structures, taking the lives of nearly 3000 people in only a few
hours. Two other planes took lives near the US Pentagon and in a field in
Pennsylvania.
My wife, Anne, lived in New York in the early 1990’s and knew these
streets and places well. I remember waking her to the news simply
saying, “Something really bad has happened!” She was pregnant with
Ben, our second child, and we wondered that morning what sort of world
we were bringing him into.
At the heart of this desolation were 19 members of a fanatical
interpretation of one of the world’s faith tradition. They “gave” their lives
to something that they truly believed was just and right but that which
all faiths, including the Islamic faith tradition, abhor.
So my question is, what would the Merciful Father do?
I actually think it is a very tough reflection because if we are truly led by
the parable story of unconditional love and forgiveness, and not simply
our emotions, the answer may surprise even ourselves.
This Gospel parable always provides hope for Pope Francis: “Here is the
entire Gospel! Here! The whole Gospel, all of Christianity is here!...the
parable of the merciful father…impresses me because it always gives
me great hope.” And so may it always give each of us in our lives and
ministry great hope too.
Are we merciful?
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THIS
WEEK...
“If you wish to receive mercy,
show mercy to your neighbour.”
(St John Chrysostom)

PRAYER
Eternal Father, open our
hearts of limitations to
Your divine and very
embracing love.
Amen

“It doesn’t
work that way…”

22 September
2019

25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Amos 8:4-7
1 Tim 2:1-8
Lk 16:1-13
Several years ago I was assigned to a parish in the Diocese of Parramatta.
The parish, St Michael’s in South Blacktown, had a wonderfully pastoral
parish priest, Fr Kevin Dadswell. In those few years with Kevin I learnt a
lot about parish life and practical theology, although Kevin would simply
call it all just life!
I am reminded of this time with Kevin as I read through and reflected on
today’s reading. Not that Kevin was a dishonest steward of the ministry
and parish but that he engaged a deep faith with much grounded life
experiences.
One Sunday morning a family came to see Kevin after Mass and asked
if he would very kindly bless their new family car. So we gathered around
the vehicle with all the doors, boot and bonnet open, family standing
together near the front of the car, Kevin with the Book of Blessings in
hand and I followed with some holy water. Kevin prayed the prayers
of blessing and asked the family to assist in a short reading and the
sprinkling rite. Then came the crunch. Kevin told the family that although
the car is blessed and we have asked for God’s protection for all who
travel in, it did not mean that the car was immune to defects of the driver.
He said, “Don’t think you can speed and run red lights and endanger
your life and that of others just because of this blessing, it doesn’t work
that way!”
In some ways the story of the dishonest steward tells us that it really
“doesn’t work that way”. Faith comes with responsibilities, especially
in being faithful in the ways of God. Jesus states that “for the children
of this world are more astute in dealings with their own kind than are the
children of light”, key words in explaining the purpose of this parable.
The dishonest steward saves face in this life but lacks an understanding
of the life in light which Jesus is offering. Similar to Fr Kevin’s point that
a car blessing is not a superstitious act waving a magic wand but an
act in faith and prayer leading to God. Our faith needs to be more than
emotional response but a response always grounded in faith, living in
hope and continuing to grow and respond in love.
When has your faith been clouded by superstition?
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THIS
WEEK...
“Embrace the whole world in
a network of love.”
(Blessed Frederic Ozanam)

PRAYER
Father, strengthen my faith;
draw me close to your embrace.
Amen

“I am not so
sure that I believe”

29 September
2019

26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Amos 6:1, 4-7
Tim 6:11-16
Lk 16:19-31
Have you ever had a conversation with someone about issues of your
faith and no matter what you say to them, they always have answers
founded in what they call reason?
Not long ago I fell into a similar conversation with a good friend.
Interestingly, this person is a nurse in a large Sydney hospital who
experiences all aspects of life every day. Our conversation that day
began with the simple sentence, “I am not so sure that I believe in the
same way you do”.
As much as I revealed aspects of God in her world and her everyday
experiences, she would refute His existence with science-based facts,
conspiracy theories and vaguely held scepticism. For this person, death
is the final frontier and prayer is just a security blanket for the ignorant.
Luke’s Gospel presents the parable of the rich man and Lazarus. The
rich man in reality was not a bad person per se but one blinded by what
he could or could not see. For him life was presented only through his
senses; a transcended reality was not his reality.
There are times when I think we all fall into this fault. Belief beyond our
sensory reality is difficult. Even if the sky was illuminated with a large
cross or image of the sacred, many would still struggle to believe. St John
of the Cross spoke of the Dark Night of the Soul, St Augustine struggles
through his Confessions, St Teresa of Calcutta spoke many times of her
unbelief, and St Thomas needed the assurance of placing his fingers into
the wounds of Jesus. All these experiences of faith journeys give us a
great sense of hope in our humble journeys.
Have you had times of being “unsure” in your faith journey?
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THIS
WEEK...
“To be grateful is to recognise
the love of God in everything.”
(Thomas Merton)

PRAYER
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the
beginning, is now ,and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen

6 October
2019

“Is it okay to be
angry with God?”
27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Hab 1:2-3, 2:2-4
2 Tim 1:6-8, 13-14
Lk 17:5-19
The reading from Luke’s Gospel this week begins with Jesus asking his
disciple questions regarding how we care for others, especially those
“in our care”.
Slaves in the ancient world were generally not regarded any better than
house pets. Slaves were the lowest class of society and even freed
criminals had more rights. Slaves had no rights at all in fact, and certainly
no legal status or individuality. They could not create relationships or
families, nor could they own property. To all intents and purposes, they
were treated as merely the property of a particular owner, just like any
other piece of property – a building, a chair or a vase.
Therefore, for Jesus to suggest entertaining a slave after a hard day’s
work was farcical, especially expressing to a slave that they had a place
at the table. Such behaviour toward another person wouldn’t occur in
this modern era, or would it?
During NAIDOC Week this year, the nation celebrated the theme Voice.
Treaty. Truth. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples want their
voices to be heard. First Nations were excluded from the Constitutional
convention debates of the 1800’s when the Australian Constitution came
into force. Indigenous peoples were excluded from the bargaining table
and in many cases still are.
As Vincentians, we are called every day by Jesus to shape a more just
and compassionate society and to walk in his ways of radical inclusion,
accompaniment and restoration. We need to advocate for the unheard
voices “in our care”. The “hand up” is a hand to transform lives, to raise
them up to more than they can be.
Jesus’ words challenge our view of life eternally.
How did Frederic respond to Jesus’ call?
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THIS
WEEK...
“I called on your name, O Lord,
from the depths of the pit.”
(Book of Lamentations)

PRAYER
Hold me close to you O Lord,
and let me feel the warmth of
your presence.

13 October
2019

The ten lepers
28TH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME
2 Kg 5:14-17
2 Tim 2:8-13
Lk 17:11-19
The account of the ten lepers in Luke’s Gospel this week expresses
lessons in thankfulness and appreciation.
To be a leper, in ancient times, was a sentence of exclusion from society,
being “unclean”, a public sinner, and to live a life as a beggar. The term
held a wider meaning than today, for it contained many and varied
contagious diseases, even to mould on clothing or damp on walls. Luke
tells us that the lepers “stood some way off” from Jesus expressing their
exclusion. It is an interesting healing miracle account in that there was
no touching, washing, or anointing. In this way, Jesus met God in the
suffering and through that moment, healing occurred. Jesus just gave
them a simple instruction to present themselves to the priests.
Sr Patricia Stevenson rsj tells us the “Naaman’s story (from the Book
of Kings) and the story of the ten lepers are given to us so that we
might reflect on the virtue of gratitude”. She goes on to say that,
grace and gratitude hold common threads; both are about “freedom
and wholeness”.
This passage always makes me question how I pray and what is my
prayerful relationship with God? I guess I want to say that my prayer
is of dialogue or conversation in a close loving relationship with God;
I guess I would hope to say that my prayer life is one of thankfulness
and gratitude, interconnected to my everyday life experiences. I guess
that I would like to tell you that my prayers are strong, undistracted
and constant…but sadly, they are not! In fact, the truth is possibly the
opposite. Sometimes it is just the continual petitions prayers, another is
the bargaining prayers and other times, there are prayers which ramble
on without life or focus…not a voice of deepening my relationship.
The story of the ten lepers offers us good insights into gratitude,
thankfulness and appreciation for all that we have in life. To thank
others is a very simple act.
How do you pray?
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THIS
WEEK...
“The one who sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully.”
(St Paul to the Corinthians)

PRAYER
Lord, renew me and fill me up,
to give away some more. Amen
(Adapted prayer from the
Iona Community)

20 October
2019

Will God find
faith on earth?
29TH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME
Ex 17:8-13
2 Tim 3:14-4:2
Lk 18:1-8
In my perhaps cynical view, much old-fashioned religion was about
getting the right verdict from the judge at the end of our lives. This
is unfortunately still somewhat common today. Scripture has many
references to the judgment of God, and even of Jesus, the Righteous
Judge at the end-time. But God is certainly not the model for the judge
in this story; He is in fact contrary of this figure.
But I think we can see life, in some respects, as a series of tests of faith.
The tests even seem to get harder as we grow closer to God. Personally,
the judgment I constantly make of myself is: how close am I to God
right now? We know we are infinitely less than God, but we are also
invited by our faith to be one with God, in fact God’s adopted children.
The more we cry out to God, the more God will come to our aid, as any
loving parent would.
At the end of this reading Jesus shares a question we need to continually
ask ourselves as the holders of the spirituality of the Society: “And yet,
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”
That certainly is a very broad question but possibly a locally asked
question could be “if Frederic Ozanam were alive, would he join the
Society today and engage and recognise its spirit?”
What is your response?
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THIS
WEEK...
“We are compelled by Love
to step aside when too much
of us is not alive in the present
way we live.”
(Noel Davis)

PRAYER
The Word of the Lord is
faithfulness and trust;
His love can never be measured.
His mercy is like nothing we have
ever seen.
So let us place our trust in God.
(Kevin Bates S.M.)

27 October
2019

The hardest
virtue to acquire
30TH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME
Sirach 35:12-14, 16-19
2 Tim 4:6-8, 16-18
Lk 18:9-14
Jesus gives us an example of extreme lack of humility in the Pharisee
in this story. Pharisees were seen as the holiest of the holy. So it was
easy for this man to see himself as better than the tax collector. We are
looking into his soul, as only God can do – and we don’t like what we
see. I might look into my own soul and make the same judgment.
This is another of Jesus’ reversal stories, but because the Pharisees
have such bad press through this and other of Jesus’ stories, we don’t
get the same jolt out of it as would the original audience. We do not see
that it is us, the good guys, who are being held up to the light. How
do I feel when I visit people who are unlovely, perhaps irresponsible,
even ungrateful for my help? Do I say to myself, I would never be like
these people?
It is said that the great saints always see themselves as most unworthy
and sinful. Humility is perhaps the hardest virtue to acquire; it eludes us
as we see ourselves attaining it. I guess it is about forgetting myself and
thinking of others. The encouraging thing is that God does not expect
perfect humility, as long as we try not to judge others.
How do I feel when I visit people who are unlovely,
perhaps irresponsible, and even ungrateful for my help?
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THIS
WEEK...
“Prayer is the song of the heart that
makes its way to the throne of God,
even when entangled in the wailing
of thousands of souls.”
Kahlil Gibran

PRAYER
The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; Those whose spirit is
crushed he will save.
The Lord ransoms the souls of his
servants. Those who hide in him
shall not be condemned.
Psalm 32

But wait, there’s more…

3 November
2019

31ST SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME
Wis 11:22-12:2
2 Thess 1:11-2:2
Lk 19:1-10
The story of Zacchaeus is one of those familiar tales that when we hear it
over the years, we could think there is nothing more to learn from it. But
like that old add on TV, “but wait, there’s more!”
For me there are questions: why was it so important for Zacchaeus to find
out about Jesus? What was it about Jesus that drew unlikely people to
him? For Zacchaeus to go to such lengths, by climbing the tree – surely
not a common occurrence for a wealthy man in Jericho – he must have
been very eager to go to those lengths, while only expecting to catch a
glimpse of Jesus. I wonder if his lifestyle had begun to worry him, hence
his instant willingness to pay back those he had cheated, and give half
of his property to the poor. A very generous response!
Did Zacchaeus also suffer from feelings of inadequacy or inferiority
because tax collectors were not looked kindly upon by most citizens?
Jesus would have known if this was the case. Today’s first reading says:
“Yet you are merciful to all, because you can do all things and overlook
our sins so that they can repent.” Therefore, for Jesus to say he wished
to stay at Zacchaeus’ house that day must have filled his heart and soul
with such joy!
Writer Fr Peter Varengo concludes, “The encounter with Jesus
engendered in Zacchaeus a totally new self-image, as well as a new
image of God. Zacchaeus re-imagined both himself and God, and this
new perception led him inevitably to that radical turn-around in his life
that we call precisely conversion. If we are to undergo real conversion,
we too, like Zacchaeus, must have the courage to convert our own selfimagining and re-imagine our relationship with our God, a relationship
realised and lived in the reality of each day.”
(Varengo.P, We Want to See Jesus, 2018)
How do you see the story of Zacchaeus?
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THIS
WEEK...
“I will praise your name for ever, my
king and my God.” (Book of Psalms)

PRAYER
May the Lord look with favour on all
that we do.
May God bless our labours and bring
forth fruit in them.
May God whose providence enfolds
us, give the increase and make our
work profitable for the building of
God’s Kingdom in our world.
(Madeline Duckett, R.S.M.)

Remembrance

10 November
2019

32ND SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME
2 Macc 7:1-2, 9-14
2 Thess 2:16
Lk 20:27-38
Since ancient times the aromatic herb, rosemary, has been believed
to have properties to improve the memory. Perhaps because of this, it
became an emblem of both fidelity and remembrance in literature and
folklore. Rosemary has particular significance for Australians too, as it
is found growing wild on the Gallipoli peninsula.
November 11, Armistice Day of World War I, became a focus to commemorate
the victims of war; to decry the loss, wastage and cruelty of humanity to its
own kind; to ask that we not forget those who were near and dear to us.
But awful as it was, World War I did not prove to be “the war to end all
wars”, as any scrutiny of the years since amply shows. Therefore, we
continue to need, and to pray for, peace as a theme of this week.
There is also much that is positive in remembrance; our memories remind
us of all that has been good in our lives, keep us linked to the love and
care that has formed us and sustained us. How often we are surprised and
uplifted by our own items of ‘memorabilia’ and the joy that old photos
or even videos bring. In our spiritual life, the celebration of Eucharist is
memorial of the teachings and the presence of Jesus who said “Do this in
memory of me”. It is also a regular reminder that being thankful is of the
essence of the way of Jesus.
What is one of your memories for which you are thankful to God?
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THIS
WEEK...
All things change;
we remember and give thanks

PRAYER
We thank you for food;
we remember the hungry.
We thank you for health; we
remember the sick.
We thank you for loved ones; we
remember the friendless.
May these remembrances prompt us
to service, that your gifts to us be of
help to others. Amen.

Your endurance
will gain your lives

17 November
2019

33RD SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME
Mal 3:19-20
2 Thess 3:7-12
Lk 21:5-19
The words in Luke’s Gospel this week echoes loudly in our ears today.
For the Catholic Church in Australia, we know of the serious issues of
abuse, betrayal, loss of trust, disillusionment, misplaced power and
lack of transparency all of which were addressed through the Royal
Commission. The Church is in difficult times. Bishop Vincent Long
expresses this time in the Church as “critical times”.
In July I attended an address by Cardinal John Dew of Wellington NZ on
Servant Leadership in the spirit of Pope Francis. Through his address he
expressed the very difference Pope Francis is making to the Church of
“fine stoneware”. From Francis’ name to his simple greeting on that first
evening to all gathered at St Peter’s. Even the gesture of accepting the
stole for the blessing, then taking it off and handing it back.
“He rode in the bus rather than a limousine. The next day he chose to
wear a simple mitre and vestments.”
Cardinal Dew asked: “What is it about Francis that allows him to be so
easy, open, clear and almost counter-cultural to Church and society?”...
“He leads out of his own inner authority, sure of who he is before God
and content to be who he is. He is content to be a flawed human being,
flawed but still chosen because of the goodness of God’s mercy and
grace.”
For Pope Francis, authentic power is service. This is the heart of the
difference. In 2015, Pope Francis reflected, “Let us never forget this! For
the disciples of Jesus, yesterday, today and always, the only authority
is the authority of service, the only power is the power of the cross. As
the Master tells us: “whoever would be great among you must be your
servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your slave”
(Mt 20:25-27). In these words we touch the heart of the mystery of the
Church, and we receive the enlightenment necessary to understand our
hierarchical service.” May we continue to pray for our Pope Francis!!
Where have you learned to draw strength and preserve hope in the
times of difficulty, suffering and disappointment of your life?
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THIS
WEEK...
I am with you always
...to the end of time

PRAYER
Loving Father,
For those who are grieving,
For those who seek forgiveness,
for those who are wounded,
we pray for new ways to journey on
in hope. Amen

Kingship
through Calvary

24 November
2019

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE
2 Sam 5:1-3
Col 1:12-20
Lk 23:35-43
The title of this feast to mark the last Sunday of the liturgical year is
“Our Lord, Jesus Christ, King of the Universe”. The name strikes a quite
different tone from the Calvary scene given in the Passion narrative of
Luke which is today’s gospel. So in what does Jesus’ kingship consist?
Jesus is the living presence of God in the world, a presence that stresses
service rather than status, simplicity rather than grandeur, championing
of the poor and the weak rather than association with the rich and
the powerful.
The story of creation in the Old Testament book of Genesis concludes
each day with “And God saw that it was good”: light, darkness, clouds,
the heavens, earth, sea, vegetation, sun and moon, creatures of the
sea and birds of the air, all creatures of the earth, men and women in
his image to be fruitful and populate the earth. All that comes from
the Creator is good. Jesus is king also in that he is the presence of God
in every aspect of the created world: “The world is charged with the
grandeur of God”.
Jesus Christ is the presence of God, in people and in the created
universe. This model of leadership presents much for our reflections.
Sr Patricia Stevenson rsj offers us this: that “if Jesus is King then it is
head of the body not separate from the body. If Jesus is King then we
share in his kingship through sharing in the redeeming love of God.
To share this kingship is to know forgiveness and how to forgive. It is
to unite and restore in peace.”
Pope Francis recently stated, “forgiveness is the direct route to
heaven”. How true is this statement in your experiences?
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THIS
WEEK...
Become an expert in seeing the
presence of God in people and
this world.

PRAYER
Father of all, you give us
Christ, the king of all creation,
As food for everlasting life.
Help us to live by his gospel
And bring us to know the joys of his
kingdom. Amen

1 December
2019

When the son of
humanity arrives
WHEN THE SON OF HUMANITY ARRIVES
Is 2:1-5
Rom 13:11-14
Mt 24:37-44
Jesus’ words today in Matthew’s Gospel ground us firmly in this time of
preparation, awareness and patient waiting. Each time I reflect on this
powerful and challenging gospel narrative, I wonder how differently
people would live their lives if they knew with certainty their time and
place of death.
Would people prepare for it or simply leave things to the “death”? I
guess it is similar to this time of leading to Christmas, to the birth of the
incarnation of God. We know that it is coming as it does each year on the
25th December but we, in general, are never fully ready.
Presents, wrappings, food, organising holidays, gathering family
together, are sometimes left to the very last minute. Our department
stores know that this occurs and so they set shopping hours accordingly!
We never seem to get it right!
The way we use our time is an insight into where our priorities really are.
Life is short, and eternity is long. Reflection, prayer, scripture, time for
others are in some ways the solutions. John Powell once wrote that the
two tragedies in life are: one, if we go through life and we do not love
fully; and two, if we go through life and do not tell those whom we love
that we love them. If we hold to these simple thoughts how different
would our lives be? How different will Christmas be?
Do you think that we can think too much or too little about eternity
and the meaning of life?
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THIS
WEEK...
“Mount Sinai for each of us:
It is where we are right now
in our wanderings
as we pause a while
open to you
on the sacred ground of now.”
(Noel Davis)

PRAYER
“It is full time now for us to wake
from sleep, for salvation is nearer
at hand than when we first believed.
The night is far gone, the day is
at hand. Let us cast off the works
of darkness and put on the
armour of light.”
(St Paul) Second Sunday of Advent

A voice cries
in the wilderness

8 December
2019

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Is 11:1-10
Rom 15:4-9
Mt 3:1-12
There is much to reflect upon in this week’s reading. Isaiah sets two
images before us: one of the shoot springing from the tree or family of
Jesse, the father of King David. This prophesy establishes that there
is something different and life-giving and that the spirit of the Lord is
living within. The other is the dream-like state of all creatures living in
harmony. The strong and the weak gathered without judgement of fear.
These images reminds me of reconciling always my relationship with
God and with others. Are my relationships healing, restorative and
life-giving?
The narrative of John the Baptist calls to each of us from the wilderness.
Fr Ron Rolheiser shares that “almost all spiritualities have a special
place for deserts, wilderness, and other such places where we are
unprotected and in danger from untamed nature, wild beasts, and
threatening spirits.” Faith calls us into the wilderness often, into those
dark places within, not dwell there in fear and alone but to find the
wonder and life of God.
I remember the evening my wife died. It was a time of walking into the
wilderness, into the depths of darkness. In simple terms, I thought that I
would never laugh again. Then things changed. I found another depth in
my relationship with Anne, possible only through being open to a deeper
relationship with God.
The voice crying in the wilderness calls us to open our hearts and
experience a deeper sense of God’s light and God’s peace.
What is the voice crying from the wilderness for you?
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THIS
WEEK...
“True wealth: being generous in
mind and heart and spirit, in a
thousand little ways.”
(Noel Davis, Heart Gone Walkabout)

PRAYER
“Lord, help me to live so that it will
be easier for others to recognise
you.
Where I find doubt, help me bring a
little light.
Where I find discouragement, let me
be a ray of hope in the darkness.
To those who feel estranged and
alienated from you and your church,
let me be a bridge.”
(St Bernice Kuper S.P.)

15 December
2019

The Messiah and
John the Baptist
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Is 35:1-6, 10
James 5:7-10
Mt 11:2-11
“Jesus was a great disappointment to John the Baptist. John expected a
general with conquering armies. Jesus preached peace and had no army.
John expected a judge who would condemn the wicked, Jesus preached
forgiveness of enemies. Jesus did not meet John’s expectations of the
coming messiah, so John sent a delegation to Jesus. In so doing he
acknowledged that his expectations were misplaced. Later he would
acknowledge that Jesus of Nazareth far outstripped his hopes.” (From
“Break Open the Word” Year A, 1999)
Are we sometimes disappointed with Jesus? Do we expect more from
God? Is this because we want God to do what is our will, because we
want the world to work to our plan? When we pray, do we ask God for
specific things, or do we just pray for the situation to be resolved? For
example, if we are going through a difficult financial situation, do we
pray that God will somehow help us to gain more money – win a lottery,
get a better job – gain an inheritance? Or do we just pray for help, for a
resolution of the situation, in whichever way God wants to help? Perhaps
by inspiring us to sort it out ourselves, or to make do with less.
We sometimes try to make God fit into our human way of thinking and
acting. We forget that God is not human and that we do not, will not and
cannot understand the mind of God.
Do you allow God to be God? What is your image of God?
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THIS
WEEK...
“Oh to have always the interests
of God at heart as we embrace
each moment of life – to journey
deep into the heart of our deepest
longing and find ourselves in the
Holy of Holies of where we stand –
to discover the Now moment is the
Sacred Mountain the gift of who we
are in Love.”
(Noel Davis, Heart Gone
Walkabout)

PRAYER
The spirit of the Lord is upon me;
He sent me to bring Good News to the
poor. Help me Lord to do your
will always.

22 December
2019

Son of David;
Son of Mary
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Is 7:10-14
Rom 1:1-7
Mt 1:18-24
Of the four evangelists only two, Matthew and Luke, give detail of the
birth of Jesus. While Luke has a more comprehensive account, very much
from the perspective of Mary’s motherhood, Matthew begins his gospel
by establishing Joseph’s lineage in the house of David: “Joseph, the
husband of Mary; of her was born Jesus who is called Christ”. Today’s
readings from Isaiah and Matthew remind us that Jesus is both the
fulfilment of the promise to the house of David and the Son born of the
Virgin Mary.
At the same time, the infancy narratives explore also the very real human
context of Jesus’ birth for both his father and his mother. They ask us
to reflect and be sensitive, not just to the joy of new life, but also to the
anxiety and unexpected circumstances of becoming a new parent and
building a family.
As Christmas approaches, over 70.8 million individuals have been
forcibly displaced by persecution, conflict, violence, or human rights
violations. This is a record high, and is roughly equivalent to the entire
UK population being forced to flee their homes. There are 25.9 million
refugees globally. Half of these are children and 84% are living in the
world’s poorest, developing regions.
It is estimated that, on average, 20 children are born in a refugee camp
each day. Many of the births are to women as young as 14. In the words
of Dom Helder Camara: “And there Christ is born”.
Vinnies in Australia continues to help refugees and asylum seekers.
What do you see as the elements of a gospel-inspired response to
people coming to live in Australia?
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THIS
WEEK...
The maiden is with child
Emmanuel, God, is with us

PRAYER
Father of all,
We commend to your loving care
All children born this Christmas.
May they be welcomed in love by
their families, be treasured as your
special gifts to us, and given the
chance to live fulfilling lives.
Amen

29 December
2019

Christmas
and the family
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Col 3:12-21
Mt 2:13-15, 19-23
The infancy narrative of Matthew, which forms the gospel for today’s
feast, has been shortened. In recent years, historians have questioned
that part of the account that speaks of the massacre of the Holy
Innocents by Herod. The text for today focuses on Joseph’s extreme
action to protect “the child and his mother” by moving to Egypt, and
then, after Herod’s death, to return to Israel, but to Nazareth in Galilee,
not to Judaea.
We are reminded that the presence of parents is the most constant
assurance of the safety and wellbeing of children. Family, no matter what
its limitations may be, is a fundamental human connection. Though this
feast is a comparatively recent addition to the life of the Church, being
instituted only in 1921, it is a statement, for us as for all people, that
God is very much in our relationships, that the family is the place where
Jesus incarnate entered this world.
Among the privileges of the life and work of the Society are the frequent
opportunities to support family life and wellbeing, whether needs arise
among ongoing families or people are made poor by the absence or
breakdown of family life. This is often a critical issue for those who, like
the Holy Family, have come from foreign lands and suffer from isolation,
loneliness and all forms of separation anxiety.
Can you describe individuals or families whose wellbeing has been
seriously affected by personal loss, family dislocation or resettlement?
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THIS
WEEK...
More than food, more than shelter,
Relationship, acceptance, inclusion.

PRAYER
Compassionate God, make your
loving presence felt to people, torn
from home, family and everything
familiar. Warm, especially, the hearts
of the young, the old, and the most
vulnerable among them. Help them
know that you accompany them as
you accompanied Jesus, Mary, and
Joseph in their exile to Egypt.
Open our hearts to receive them as
our sisters and brothers in whose
face we see your son, Jesus. Amen.

