THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AT CHRISTMAS
We received an overwhelmingly positive response
from Schools, Kindergartens and Child Care
Centres for the 2019 Vinnies Christmas appeal.

There were many ways Schools, Kindergartens
and Child Care centres got involved to support the
appeal, including;

Christmas can be a very difficult time for families
in crisis, in particular those who are experiencing
poverty and disadvantage. The need for our
services increases significantly at this time.

•

Collecting gifts for children and
families in need.

•

Collecting food and items for families
to share over the festive season.

•

Fundraising for the Society.

•

Baking food for our Fred’s Van meal services.

•

Craft activities with a festive flavour.

•

Collecting items for the men, women and
children staying at the Vinnies Crisis Centres.

The concept for this year’s appeal was ‘Help a
family celebrate Christmas’, which focused on
the important role that education environments
play in assisting us to help people who turn to us.
Together, we all made a real difference to those in
need.
We are extremely grateful for all the support
we received during the Christmas appeal and
throughout 2019 - with your help we were able to
help families celebrate.

Thank you to everyone who supported us.
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HOW YOU HELPED IN 2019
WE ARE SO GRATEFUL FOR WHAT SCHOOLS, KINDERGARTENS AND CHILD CARE CENTRES DO FOR US
Schools, Kindergartens and Child Care Centres have been such an
important partner to Vinnies in 2019, we are so grateful for the work
that they do for us. The many donations of clothing, food, money and
other essential items enable us to help families in need across South
Australia.

•

Poverty

•

Charity and philanthropy

You have all been very creative in the ways you have assisted us ranging
from;

•

Volunteering

•

Social Justice

•

Fundraising activities such as bake sales, casual days etc

•

•

Cooking and preparing food on site at school to feed the homeless
and hungry at Fred’s Van and the Vinnies Women’s and Men’s
crisis centres.

The social issues that impact on society such 		
as homelessness and domestic violence (for older 			
students)

•

The support services and programs offered by 			
Vinnies in SA and why people turn to us for help.

•

COST OF LIVING BOARD GAME
UNDERSTANDING POVERTY AND LIFE BELOW THE POVERTY LINE
The Cost of Living board game is a hands on tool created to help young people develop their
understanding of life when living below the poverty line.
The 3m x 3m giant board game enables a class or small group to play the game together and take
on the challenges, scenarios, highs and pitfalls that happen in every day life for a person living on or
below the poverty line.
Aimed at middle-upper primary and secondary students, the realistic nature of the game, similar to
Monopoly, ensures that young people understand how difficult it is to live on welfare, and how hard
it can be to improve your financial situation. This occurs while learning how Vinnies programs assist
members of the community who are experiencing disadvantaged.
One turn around the board represents a week where a simple roll of the dice can determine if you can
pay your rent, feed your family or gain employment, for example. The students are given choice cards
where they make decisions based on their financial and personal situation at that point in the game.
The aim is to stay above the poverty line.
Players are able to develop their financial literacy skills as they handle money and budget their
expenses.
This is a unique way for players to experience the realities of life, finances and survival - enabling them
to develop empathy and a deeper understanding of poverty and welfare in Australia and how Vinnies
services exist to support them.

Jayne attends Schools, Kindergartens and Child Care Centres to give
presentations and run workshops on a number of issues including;

Cooking BBQ lunches and breakfasts at the Vinnies Men’s Crisis
Centre.

•

Collecting non-perishable and long shelf life food for 		
us to give to those in need.

•

Collecting toiletries, clothing and personal items 			
for the men, women and children in our Crisis Centres.

•

Collecting items for the men, women and children receiving
support from the Migrant and Refugee Centre.

•

Collecting toys and gifts for the Christmas appeal.

Schools in SA contributed over $250,000 in cash and in kind donations
in 2019 and the creative ways they did this are commendable. Schools
are always coming up with innovative ways to raise funds, collect items
and connect with the Society and the people we support.
The great thing about all this work is that children feel empowered
knowing that they are making a difference to people in their community
who are suffering from real disadvantage and hardship. They have
the power to change lives through their actions and bring hope. There
is always an opportunity to teach children and young people about
poverty, charity and philanthropy and how to be socially responsible in
an increasingly self focused world.
Understanding the causes of poverty and developing a deeper
understanding of issues that impact our community are a very important
part of our Schools and Community Engagement Officer’s role.

We can tailor a presentation around any theme to fit in with your
curriculum or teachings. Contact Jayne as per the details on page 2 to
discuss your needs and how we can work together.

Year 6 Junior
School leaders
from CBC
raised over
$1500 by
holding a BBQ.
The funds
were used to
purchase items
such as
toiletries,
stationery and
clothing to
supply and fill
20 back packs
for the children
at the Vinnies
Women’s Crisis
Centre.

VINNIES SLEEPOUT

JUSTICE IN ACTION - FEEL GOOD BY DOING GOOD

UNDERSTANDING HOMELESSNESS

The Vinnies Education program provides many
opportunities for young people to connect
with the Society in a practical way, enabling
young people to practice justice by assisting
the most vulnerable in our community.

There are more than 116,000 Australians who find themselves homeless
every night. Just under half of these are women and a quarter are
children.

More than 40 schools and Child Care Centres held Sleepouts in 2019,
raising over $93,000 - AMAZING!!
We can create a free fundraising page so students and staff can
gain sponsorship from family and friends to give up their warm and
comfortable bed for the night. Alternatively you can use your event to
collect items, rather than money, such as beanies, warm socks, toiletries,
blankets etc which we can give to those experiencing homelessness.
Sleepouts need to be held at school, but don’t have to be outside or for
a full night if it doesn’t suit.

•

Hosting a sleepout will:
•

Encourage students to connect with a current big issue in our
community.

•

Challenge your community to raise funds and make a difference
through social justice.

•

Allow your community to advocate for people in need.

•

Raise awareness of homelessness and break down stereotypes .

•

Bring staff and students together with a united cause that benefits
the community.

$11,559.38
$12,739.02
$1,119.00

Adelaide High School
Prescott College
St Augustine’s School

$9,763.10
$2,700.00
$1,711.50

Immanuel College
Mt Carmel College
St Thomas’ School

INAUGURAL PRINCIPAL SLEEPOUT

PUTTING YOUR HAND UP TO HELP END HOMELESSNESS
After 10 successful CEO and hundreds of School
Sleepouts, 2019 was the year we held the Inaugural
Principal Sleepout. Held on a cold night in November,
19 Schools leaders swapped their comfortable
beds for a night outside with just cardboard and a
sleeping bag (pictured).
Fred’s Van served an evening meal of sausages
and soup, the same meal that was served to
the homeless and hungry of Adelaide that night
(pictured).
The evening provided a unique opportunity for the
Principals to experience what hundreds of South
Australians do on any given night. They worked with
their schools, friends and families to raise more than
$42,000 to support Vinnies homelessness services.
The event was such a success that we are holding it
again in 2020 - August is proposed, but stay tuned
for the exact date and more information..........

CONTACT US

•

Email Jayne to express your interest and to be kept
up to date as the planning starts for the 2020 event.
Here is some feedback from those who took part;
‘I have a much greater insight and awareness of
the complex and daunting issues faced - both by
those who are homeless and/or living in poverty,
and by the broader community in responding to
the ever present need’
‘Very lucky to have the life I do’
‘Humbled to be able to experience what others
have to do daily’
‘(I am) Sore! It is an uncomfortable experience and
we were in a safe environment. It makes you really
stop and think how terrifying it must be for those
who are left with no other choice’
Thank you to everyone involved.

Jayne Shortt
Schools and Community Engagement Officer
jshortt@svdpsa.org.au
8112 8719
vinnies.org.au

$2,500.00 in kind packs
$2,713.00
$3,055.22

As part of their SACE assessment, Year
12 Building and Construction students
from St Patrick’s Technical College (as
pictured) made outdoor settings, chalk
boards and giant outdoor games for
the Vinnies Women’s Crisis Centre. A
focus of the project was to educate the
students (all male) on domestic violence.
Hair and Beauty students from the
Rosewater Trade Training Centre
attended the Women’s Crisis Centre with
the TAFESA mobile hair salon, pampering
the women with hairstyles and makeup

•

Students from Nazareth College
collected more than 5000 cans of food
in their annual winter appeal food drive.

•

Students from Trinity College spent a day
cooking food for the women and children
at the Vinnies Women’s Crisis Centre

Contact Jayne for a Sleepout Kit.

Our sleepout heroes for 2019 are;
Cabra Dominican College
UniSA 			
Mallala Primary School

4 year olds from the Kindy room at
Hazelwood Park Education Care Centre
held a Sleepout to raise awareness of
homelessness. They raised more than
$2500. It was first time that many of the
children had slept away from home

•

Northgate and Greenwith Child Care
Centre and Kindergarten collected over
100 brand new pairs of pajamas for the
children staying at the Vinnies Women’s
Crisis Centre.

•

Mid North Christian College raised over
$1500, using it to make up more than
70 toiletry packs for those in need in Port
Pirie.

•

Adelaide High School raised just under
$10,000 at their annual winter Sleepout,
the highest amount raised by a DECD
school.

•

7 Emali Early Learning Centres held a
family day at Bonython Park collecting
hundreds of toys for the Vinnies annual
Christmas appeal.

Some of the of activities in 2019 included:

The Vinnies Sleepout allows students and school communities to
experience a glimpse of the realities of homelessness on a personal
level by ‘sleeping rough’ for one night.
The Sleepout encourages participants to gain a deeper understanding
of homelessness, raise awareness of the realities faced by those
experiencing homelessness, and raise funds to support Vinnies
homelessness services in SA.

•

•

Home Economics classes at St Columba
College cooked more than 50 trays of
food for Fred’s Van at Elizabeth and for
the Vinnies Women’s Crisis Centre.

This is just a snapshot of what is possible.
If you would like to discuss ideas or
opportunities to engage your students, please
call Jayne Shortt - Schools and Community
Engagement Officer.

OUR IMPACT IN SA
Last year Vinnies assisted more than 135,000
South Australians and gave out over $2.6 million
in assistance. Fundraising is a very important
part of our work as it enables us to assist the
people who turn to us for help.
Our key programs in SA include;
Fred’s Van - 10 sites across SA feeding a warm
nutritious meal to more than 50,000 people per
year
Assistance program - assisting more than
60,000 South Australians (22,000 children)
with their basic needs including food, clothing,
furniture and financial assistance

Vinnies Men’s Crisis Centre - an emergency
shelter located in Whitmore Square for men aged
18+. The centre provided more than 17,000 safe
nights of sleep in 2019
Vinnies Shops - our 36 shops are located all
over SA and provide quality pre-loved items
free of charge to those in need. They also
offer an affordable shopping alternative in the
community.
We have more than 3,000 volunteers in SA who
work tirelessly to support the people who turn
to us for help.

Fred’s Van, feeding the homeless and hungry in
SA for over 50 years

Migrant and Refugee Centre - assisting new
arrivals with food, clothing, furniture and financial
assistance, more than 8,000 people assisted
Vinnies Women’s Crisis Centre - in 2019
the centre assisted more than 600 women, 600
children and 150 pets with emergency short
term accommodation, with a particular focus on
crisis (such as those fleeing domestic violence)

The Vinnies Men’s Crisis Centre has been in
operation since the 1960’s

The children’s play room at the Vinnies
Women’s Crisis Centre

