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Almost 150 delegates from all over
the world came together from 5 to 8
June for the ordinary general assembly, at which a new International
President was elected.
At Casa Tra Noi (Rome, Italy), 10 minutes from the Vatican, the Ordinary
General Assembly of the Society of Saint
Vincent de Paul opened on 5 June. The
SSVP representatives from all around
the world arrived the previous evening,
and spent several days together, with
some high points including the election
of a new International President and a
public audience with Pope Francis in St
Peter’s Square.

As 2016 marked the end of his term of
office for Dr Michael Thio, current International President, the Assembly also
had the task of electing his replacement.
The ballot itself began on Sunday afternoon. Of the 8 candidates who came
forward during the electoral process
(begun in São Paulo, Brazil in June
2015) there were only 2 left: Ada Ferreira, regional coordinator for the America
3 zone and former National President of
Brazil, and Renato Lima de Oliveira, Territorial Vice-President for the South America Zone, and SSVP representative to
the Vincentian Family. Both are Brazilian
and Vincentians of long-standing.

This newsletter is published every 2 months, in 3
languages (French, English, Spanish) by the
International General Council of the Society of
Saint Vincent-de-Paul.
Contact : Hélène AFRIAT
Address : 6 rue de Londres 75009 Paris
France
Phone : 00 33 (1) 53 45 87 53
Fax : 00 33 (1) 42 61 72 56
Mail : cgi.webmaster@ssvpglobal.org
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The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul is a lay
Catholic organisation of women and men,
volunteers, committed to offer person-toperson help to all those in need. It is funded
mainly from donations. The SSVP was
founded in 1833, by a group of young laymen.
The General Council is the link between
member countries of the International Confederation of the SSVP. Its mission is to
support the work of Conferences around the
world.

The General Assembly began on Sunday
morning with the opening prayer led by
Sr Maureen McGuire, Spiritual Adviser to
Council General, with all the participants
gathered, some of whom were attending
an international meeting on this scale
for the first time. This assembly only
takes place once every 6 years, specifically for all the Confederation’s National
Presidents to meet.

So the nationality of the winner was obviously not in doubt, but the count, called aloud, did not reveal the choice of
the electors until the end of the ballot
process. In the end it was Renato Lima
de Oliveira who was the ultimate choice,
thus becoming the 16th International
President of the Society of Saint Vincent
de Paul.
Clearly very moved, Renato stated:
“When I joined the SSVP in 1986, I
(Continue page 2)
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international structure the authority to
continue to investigate this subject,
which will be on the agenda for the Assembly in 2018.
There were other high spots in this international meeting, including the Mass
celebrated in Saint Peter’s Basilica, organised jointly by the National Council of
Italy and the CGI, for the participants.
They were also able to attend the public
audience of Pope Francis from a reserved area on Saint Peter’s Square,
close to the Pontifical piazza. During his
catechesis, the Holy Father talked about
the Marriage Feast at Cana, emphasising the nuptial character of the bond
uniting Christ and the Church.
(continued from page 1)

simply wished to help families in need,
seeking to build a better world, with
greater equality and more opportunities,
bringing hope to those who were sad.
Nothing else! You have made me “the
servant of all”, of you and of the poor!”
As Youssef Saffadi, President of the National Council of Egypt, said “Renato will
certainly bring about great changes in
the Society. Above all, he must choose
with great care the people who will be
around him. An International President
is nothing without a good team”.

Among those in the front row, Renato
Lima de Oliveira was congratulated by
the Holy Father, who also greeted the
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, arousing general joy among all the Vincentians present. Zaklina Tomicic (President
of the National Council of Macedonia)
explains: “It was really very moving, I
prayed for my country, where the
churches are divided, and where poverty
is widespread. Our conferences work
the best they can, every day is a miracle.”

On the Tuesday, at his first official
speech, Renato introduced his vision of
the Society and the main outline of his
programme. “This introduction was decisive”, considered Paul Sangu (National
President, Tanzania). “It helped to convince those who were still not sure of his
abilities”.
The new leader now has the task of forming his International Board, and will
take up his post on 9 September.
During the Assembly, proposals for
changes to the international statutes
were discussed and put to the vote of
the ex officio members. Some of these
proposals were adopted, such as limiting
the International President to a single
term of office, and respect for the wishes
of donors.
For others, including the private legal
status of the Society under canon law,
the ex officio member countries gave the

forget.”
Apart from the discussions, contributors
were given time to cast light on various
issues, such as the talk by Gushwell
Brooks (Jesuit Refugee Service) on the
work of the JRS with refugees in camps
in Zimbabwe, Malawi and Mozambique,
which was heard with great interest by
the participants affected by this matter.

Ella Bitar (National President of Lebanon) described the dramatic situation of
the Lebanese, whose suffering is hidden
by the migration crises in neighbouring
countries such as Syria or Iraq.
The last speaker of the meeting was Dr
Michael Thio, who thanked all the members of his team for their work during his
term of office. Together with his wife
Rosalind, he closed the Assembly with
heartfelt words, and with song! .

The same feelings were expressed by
Sonia Dosseh – President of the National Council of Togo : “it was extraordinary, we saw with our own eyes what we
are used to seeing from a distance on
the television…It was a day I will never
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Renato Lima de Oliveira, new President General International
From now on, Renato Lima de Oliveira is
the XVI International President of the
Society of St Vincent de Paul.
Succeeding Dr. Michael Thio, in office
since 2010, he becomes head of one of
th e larg es t ch arita ble Ca tho lic
organizations in the world.

The poll opposed him to Ada Ferreira,
former National President of Brazil; as a
third candidate had desisted a few
months ago.
Following the elections this June, 5th,
Renato was officially declared the winner
by Brian O'Reilly (Vice-President General)
and solemnly agreed to assume the

charge entrusted to him.
During his inauguration speech, he said:
"All those present here, have a dream, or
many dreams for the SSVP. Let's dream
together! Let us have faith that our
dreams come true. Enough to believe
and to want. There is still much to do, so
within the General Council and in our
Superior Councils.
The challenges are enormous. Service to
the poor, sustained by faith, hope and
charity, which promotes the encounter
with the "incarnate Christ" in the figure
of the poor as Ozanam thought, depends
on us! Let us continue together on the
path of services and initiatives that can
provide more velocity and efficiency to
our Councils and Conferences!"
Renato joined the SSVP in 1986
(Conference Santo Tomás de Aquino,
Campinas, São Paulo, Brazil). Since
2008 he was the Territorial VicePresident of zone America 3 (comprising
the countries of South America). He also
represented the CGI within the
Commission of Collaboration of the
Vincentian Family from 2013 to now. He
is journalist by profession, holds a
Masters in Political Science, and is also
a government officer in the service of the

National Telecommunications Agency.
Apart from these activities, he wrote
books, including the "Vincentian
Chronicles", which the fourth volume
was published in 2015.
His 20-points program stands out with a
commitment to restructuring and
strengthening existing internal and
external strategies. Note for example the
creation of a general ombudsman office
to receive criticism, suggestions and
comments on the progress of work
within the General
Council,
strengthening the role of zone
c o o r d i n a t o rs , d e v e l o pm e n t o f
partnerships with other organizations
such as Médecins du Monde or the Red
Cross, to improve the efficiency of the
Vincentian action in the event of natural
disasters and tragedies.
Renato Lima de Oliveira will officially
take office on September 9th, day of the
Feast of Blessed Frederic Ozanam.
To contact Renato:
cgi.16president@ssvpglobal.org

Renato Lima de Oliveira greeted the Pope in Rome
The newly elected President General , Renato
Lima de Oliveira, welcomed the 8 June, on St.
Peter's Square in Rome, Pope Francisco.
The brief meeting took place at the end of the
public audience with the Holy Father on the
place, attended by the participants of the
General Assembly of the International
Confederation of the Society of Saint Vincent de
Paul. According to the President General, he had
a brief moment to introduce himself, tell his age
and that he had been elected President of the
International Council General of the SSVP. "He
smiled at me and said,"good, good, good, " told
Renato Lima de Oliveira.
Source: redaction ssvpbrasil.org.br
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The Vincentian Family celebrates its 400th Anniversary in 2017
On last May 15th, Father Gregory Gay
CM. invited the Vincentian family to live
the celebrations with intensity, being
inspired with Saint Matthew: "I was a
stranger and you welcomed me"

Let's go! The entire Vincentian Family
prepares to celebrate the 400th
anniversary of the birth of the Vincentian
charism that will take place throughout
the year 2017. Logo, presentation video,
anthem and announcement letter are

already available on the website of the
FAMVIN. In a video posted on the
occasion of the feast of Pentecost,
Father Gregory Gay (Superior General of
the Congregation of the Mission)
addressed a message to the
Vincentians: ."We have closed the Year
of Vincentian Collaboration and we are
beginning the celebration of the 400th
anniversary of the birth of the Vincentian
charism from January 2017. And finally
each Vincentian branch is asked to work
during the rest of 2016's on the theme "I
was a stranger and you welcomed me" Matthew 25,35
From May 15, 2016 onwards, the
international leaders of the Vincentian
Family will take responsibility for
developing a reﬂective process of
consultation with their particular branch
of the Family, working closely with their
regional and national bodies. They are
invited to focus on the following
questions:







Who are the strangers in our
midst?
How are we currently supporting
them?
What new needs are emerging?
How might we respond to these
needs?
Might we be the strangers in
need of welcoming?

This consultation and the ideas
emerging from it will allow each
Vincentian Family branch to develop a
work plan by October 2016 to be rolled
out in 2017
Resources and materials available to
help for preparing the celebrations
http://famvin.org/en/2016/05/15/plan
-song-images-400th-anniversaryvincentian-charism/s

Vincentian Family: Congregation of the Mission meets in Chicago
for its General Assembly
The Congregation of the Mission, whose
members are known as "Lazarists" held
its General Assembly in Chicago from
June 27th.
This meeting is unusual: it is indeed the
first time that a General Meeting is held
outside Europe. Moreover, it has seen
the election of a new Father Superior, to
replace Father Gregory Gay who reaches
the end of his term : Tomaz Mavric was
elected on July 5, becoming the 25th
Superior General in the history of the
Congregation of the Mission and the
Daughters of Charity. He was previously
vice-visitor to the Vice-Province of Saints
Cyril and Methodius (Belarus, Ukraine,
Siberia)
Father Tomaž was born in Buenos Aires,
Argentina on May 9, 1959. His mother,
Leopoldina, and his father, Joze, were
born in Slovenia. After high school, he
joined the CMs in Slovenia. He made his
Internal Seminary in Belgrade, Serbia

and entered the seminary in 1977.
Father Tomaž was ordained to the
priesthood on 29 June 1983 in
Ljubljana, Slovenia.

During his ministerial life, Father Tomaž
has served in many diverse ministries of
the CM internationally: Canada,
Slovenia, Slovakia, Russia, Ireland, and
Ukraine. He has been assistant pastor,
vocation promoter, formator, counselor,
retreat director, and he has given parish
missions. Father Tomaž also has the
experience of working with the poor in
Russia. He was part of the commission
that put together the new Ratio
Formationis of the CM. Father Tomaž
speaks Russian, Spanish, English, and
Slovenian. Father Tomaž’s exposure to
diversity and multicultural ways of life is
going to be a blessing for the ongoing
internationalization of the very
multicultural Congregation. He will be
assisted with, among others, a first
assistant General: Father Aarón
GUTIERREZ NAVA, and the Vicar General
Father Francisco Javier Alvarez Munguí,
both of them elected or re-elected at the
Annual General Meeting 2016.
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20 June 2016 : World Day for Refugees
“Leaving everything behind you,
everything you hold dear and precious,
thrown into an uncertain future in a
strange environment. Imagine the
courage it takes to live, knowing that you
may have to spend months, years,
perhaps the rest of your life, in exile.”
António Guterres, former
Commissioner for refugees.

UN

High

On Monday 20 June 2016, the World
Day for Refugees, the High Commission
for Refugees at the United Nations has
published a report that contains an
extremely worrying figure: today there
are over 65 million people forcibly
displaced around the world, “the highest
figure ever recorded”. Article 1 of the
Geneva Convention on the status of
refugees defines a refugee as “a person
who is out of the country where she or
he normally lives, and because of race,
religion, nationality, membership of
particular social group or political
opinion, has a well-founded fear of being
persecuted, and cannot claim the
protection of this country”.
Fleeing from armed conflict, religious
persecution, forced to leave their own
countries and families, these displaced
peoples seek to find safe places,
sometimes at the price of their life. In
the face of this global human distress,
the States and the UN have to increase
their efforts to provide refuge and safety,
as well as to develop their policies of
integration.
For many years, through emergency
humanitarian aid and establishment of
development projects, the Society of
Saint Vincent de Paul has been
supporting refugees in many countries
around the world.
- In Lebanon, the SSVP works actively for
migrants. Ella Bitar, National President,
witnessed to the action of the National
Council on the ground: […] with the
means available, we have adopted
refugee families, treating them like our
own families within our Conferences,
offering them the same services:
medical care and medicines,
vaccination, distributing milk and
nappies for children, food supplies,

toiletries, heating oil and blankets,
educational sponsorship, help with
accommodation and clothing, two meals
a week specifically for refugees at the
Ozanam centre […]. Alongside this
humanitarian aid there are also
development projects (help with
employment and agriculture to combat
the rural exodus, creation of training
centres for work skills, etc.). Over and
above its four million inhabitants,
Lebanon has so far received two million
refugees (Iraqis, Syrians, Palestinians).
Ella Bitar, although very devoted to the
cause of the refugees, points the finger
at the effects of this crisis on her own
country:

people into society, to support them as
they settle into their new country and
strengthen their sense of security, giving
hope and dignity to these millions of
families. Since 2006 in Australia, the
SSVP has been running a programme
known as “SPARK”, helping resettlement
of refugee children and families through
a full range of educational, social and
cultural programmes. Find out more:

[…] the world is very concerned for the
Syrian refugees. Every country in Europe
is discussing how many thousands or
tens of thousands it can take, forgetting
that we have over one and a half million
already. […] Help sent from all around
the world for the Syrian refugees is
certainly justified at the human level, but
no support is sent for the poor of
Lebanon, who themselves are collapsing
under the weight of the severe crisis in
the region. Find out more: http://

leaving all their belonging behind. The
SSVP International Commission for Aid
and Development (CIAD) has given
20,000 € to fund a feeding scheme and
distribute vital supplies to the camps.

www.stvincent-lb.org/

It is vital to try and integrate displaced

https://www.vinnies.org.au/

- In the Central African Republic, since
2013 suffering a military and political
crisis, huge numbers of residents from
areas exposed to violence have been
forced to flee to makeshift camps,

The SSVP is endeavouring to increase
the sustainability of its moral, financial,
development and integration work in the
face of this humanitarian crisis, fighting
against the widespread indifference to
the plight of these refugee populations,
so that they no longer feel they are
forgotten.
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Australia : Record participation and collection for the sleepout 2016
5,800,000 dollars! That was the amount
collected by the Australian Vincentians
this year, from the now famous annual
“Sleepout”. For the past 10 years, this
beacon of the SSVP awareness
campaign in Australia has provided
funding for projects to help the
homeless.
The history of the sleepout in Australia
goes back to June 2006, in Sydney, with
an original idea by Bernard Fehon, a
manager in a local company. Seeing the
increasing numbers of Australians living
and sleeping on the streets, he decided
to put on an awareness-raising exercise,
to draw public attention to the plight of
the homeless. It is a simple idea: create
an impact by inviting business leaders to
spend one night on the streets, during
the Australian winter, to collect
donations and fund actions to help those
without shelter. With the support of his
family, business partners, volunteers
and Vinnies (the nickname for SSVP
members in Australia), Bernard held the
first sleepout in Sydney’s Olympic park.
Since then, the success of this operation
has never waned. Between 2010 and
2015, it became a national event,
attracting more and more business
leaders, with the collection breaking
through the 5.3 million dollar mark in

2013. A dozen towns also participate,
along with other groups: public
authorities, school children and their
teachers who also organise sleepouts at
their
own
premises.
At the 2016 event on 23 June, over
1400 business people throughout
Australia braved the cold in the street for
one night, with only a sleeping bag and a
cardboard box to sleep in.
In Melbourne, 6 women
leaders gathered for the

business
Sleepout

together, specifically to support the
cause of homeless women. Danni
Addison (the head of the Australian
Urban Development Institute) explained:
“I had my first child about six months
ago and I couldn’t imagine the horror of
being a young mum without a home,
without the economic, physical and
social support that I have … getting
women out of these vulnerable
situations often also rescues whole
families.” Michelle Gallaher (Social
Science founder) adds: “I REALLY want
homeless women to know that other
women care. Just with one woman, or six
women standing up saying ‘I’ll do this
with you, I’ll raise my hand’, I think it’s a
really important message.”
With the donations received, SSVP
Australia has developed specific projects
for homeless people: in 2015, around
500,000 nights’ accommodation and
1,500,000 meals were provided. The
Society also funded operation of its
hostels around the country as well as
prevention and social insertion
programmes.
Official figures show that around
105,000 people are living and sleeping
in the streets in Australia, of whom 44%
are women and one in 6 of homeless
people is a child under 12.

