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The
Saint
Lachlan’s Pedal Power
A goal to ride 100km and raise funds to
feed a family of four for a week through the
St Vincent de Paul Society (SA) was easily
exceeded by 10-year-old Lachlan Searles.
Lachlan responded to an appeal at St David’s
Church Tea Tree Gully to assist families at
Christmas time by making a commitment
to ride 100km before his 10th birthday
and was very surprised when his online
campaign organised by his parents Susie
and Leroy reached $1,500.

‘I love bike riding
with Dad and
I thought it would
be a good way to get
others to help me in
making sure other
children, especially
homeless ones,
could have some of
the things I always
have.’
‘I love bike riding with Dad and I thought
it would be a good way to get others to
help me in making sure other children,
especially homeless ones, could have some
of the things I always have,’ said the student
from Our Lady of Hope School, Greenwith.
The involvement of students is a key part
of the Vinnies’ schools program where
students are made aware of the work of
the Society and are active in supporting
social justice causes and raising funds.
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Celebrating
Vincentian
Women
In the first part
of the year we
celebrate the feast
days of Blessed
Rosalie Rendu
(7 February) and St Louise de Marillac
(15 March) as well as International Women’s
Day (8 March). It is appropriate that we
should honour these two strong women
who had such a profound impact on the
formation and character of the Vincentian
movement throughout the world.
Louise De Marillac
Vincent de Paul became Louise’s spiritual
director after the death of her husband.
Her constant contact with Vincent led
her to collaborate with him in organising
Confraternities of Charity in Paris and the
Provinces, bringing relief to people living
in extreme poverty.
Under Louise’s direction, young women
from Paris and the countryside who
wished to commit their lives to the service
of poor people came together in small
communities, and in 1633, she welcomed
the new congregation of Daughters of
Charity into her own home to formally
begin their training.

They dedicated
their lives to
visiting the sick
in their homes.
The Daughters of Charity from the
beginning have been a congregation of
secular women. Their primary ‘reason
for being’ was the service of the poor.
They dedicated their lives to visiting the
sick in their homes, ministering in hospitals
and caring for prisoners, orphans, mentally
ill and homeless people on the streets of
Paris. They taught little children in the city
and the countryside. Vincent welcomed
them as co-workers in the service of the
poor, instilling Christian beliefs and values
into their lives, and emphasising that ‘their
chief concern was to serve the sick and
poor, treating them with compassion,
gentleness, cordiality, respect and devotion.’
Louise’s empathy for people who suffered
and her sensitive and practical approach
to the effective alleviation of suffering are
ever-present in her writings, testifying to
her boundless enthusiasm and hope.

Her outstanding insights and organisational
ability complemented Vincent’s gifts and
together they realised one vision in a spirit
of dedicated collaboration. Louise operated
from a profound understanding of organised
love, best expressed in her own words to the
Sisters who were sent to Montreuil in 1647:
‘As for your conduct toward the sick, may
you never take the attitude of merely getting
the task done. You must show them affection;
serving them from the heart; inquiring of
them what they might need; speaking to
them gently and compassionately; procuring
necessary help for them without being too
bothersome or too eager. Above all, you must
take great care for their salvation, never
leaving a poor person or a patient without
having uttered some good word.’
Rosalie Rendu
From the time of her formation and
commissioning as a Daughter of Charity,
Sister Rosalie Rendu worked with the
poor in the Mouffetard District, perhaps
the most miserable quarter of Paris.
She had a profound influence on Blessed
Frederic Ozanam and his companions and
guided them in the formation of the first
Conferences of St Vincent de Paul.
Rosalie was an intrepid woman who lived
through difficult times in France. Examples
of the strength of this woman are described
in this extract from the ‘Five Faces of Rosalie
Rendu’ by Robert P Maloney CM:
She came to Paris under Napoleon’s rule,
when the Vincentians were still suppressed
and the Daughters of Charity could not wear
their habit. She experienced the Revolutions
of 1830 and 1848, as well as terrible cholera
epidemics in 1832, 1849 and 1854.
Rosalie walked among the sick and dying
with little fear for her own health. She and the
sisters ministered constantly to thousands
of cholera victims. They organised the
members of the newly-founded Conferences
of St Vincent de Paul to work with them
among the cholera-stricken.

‘I am a daughter
of charity; I have
no flag; I help
the unfortunate
wherever I meet
them.’

The most well-known incidents of Rosalie’s
bravery took place during the Revolutions.
When Rosalie and the sisters hid
revolutionaries, Monsieur Gisquet, the Prefect
of Police, signed a warrant for her arrest.
But the local policemen warned their chief
that her arrest would cause a riot in the
whole Mouffetard neighborhood. Gisquet
himself went to notify Rosalie of the warrant.
She replied: ‘I am a daughter of charity;
I have no flag; I help the unfortunate
wherever I meet them; I try to do good to
them without judging them, and, I promise
you that, if you yourself were ever being
pursued and you asked my help, I would
not refuse it.’ The prefect dropped the matter.
Rosalie provided guidance to her colleagues
through both her actions and her words.
We remember these two great women with
affection and continue to be guided by their
words and spirit in our good works today,
particularly:
‘You must show them affection; serving them
from the heart; inquiring of them what they
might need; speaking to them gently and
compassionately’
and
‘let us serve the poor well, always speaking
to them with great kindness’.
These words are the essence of our
approach, whether it be assisting people
through home visits, providing a meal for
those in need, providing accommodation
for the homeless, helping migrants and
refugees settle into a new environment
or arranging affordable housing. These
services could simply offer material
assistance. However in all these services
we are encouraged by our founders to
share love, respect and kindness with
the people we serve. This has been a
fundamental ethos of the Society and
the Vincentian movement since it was
first formed.
Brian Spencer
State President
St Vincent de Paul Society (SA)

Dream for Coober Pedy
Centre Fulfilled
After a visit to Coober Pedy David Wark
CEO of St Vincent de Paul Society (SA) was
determined to provide this remote
community with a new Vinnies Centre to
replace the very crowded and uninviting
house which had been meeting the needs
of people requiring assistance and Vinnies
Centre customers for around 20 years.
‘Once I saw the state of the building,
the safety risks, lack of privacy for people
seeking our support, our customers and
the working conditions for volunteers I knew
this had to be a priority’, David said when
he presented the matter to State Council.
They recognisedv the need, agreed to fund
the cost and were most appreciative when
National Council contributed $65,000
towards the purchase of a transportable
building.
Thanks to the generosity and determination
of Coober Pedy Conference members,
Adelaide Vinnies staff and a range of

big-hearted contractors the dream will be
fulfilled when the Centre opens its doors in
April and has an official opening ceremony
on 11 May 2015.
Coober Pedy Conference President,
Tina Boyd said that the new facility would
greatly improve Vinnies’ ability to meet
the needs of locals in the area where
approximately 50 per cent of those seeking
assistance are Indigenous people.
David Wark is grateful for the contributions
of a small group of local volunteers, former
and current Parish Priests, Frs Paul Bourke
and Brian Mathews who have worked
tirelessly with Tina Boyd and Vinnies
Adelaide staff to plan and set up the Centre
which aims to be open three days per week.

related problems of access to the property
and the provision of a new driveway.
Although not large, the new Centre will
include facilities such as a kitchen, small
meeting room and a space for volunteers
including a shaded outdoor area and
provision for sale items. The arid
environment will also be taken into
account with the installation of an aerated
treatment system to water native plants
and settle the dust.

It was really
a case of a great
community
partnership.

The completion of the project over the
past 18 months has not been without
its challenges. Not only was there the
demolition of the old, asbestos building
but its position over existing mine shafts
meant large amounts of landfill were
required as well as overcoming building

‘It was really a case of a great community
partnership’ said Keith Furniss, Corporate
Systems Manager referring to contributors
such as the District Council of Coober Pedy,
NT Link, the Umoona Tjutagku Health
Service Aboriginal Corporation and other
local contractors.

Governor Supports Vinnies

Community Centre where 100 people
in need were treated to a five star dinner
courtesy of the National Wine Centre’s staff.

Adelaide City Council Partnership
An orienteering race event around Adelaide
for corporate teams, a winter coat drive,
participation in the CEO Sleepout and a
monthly fundraising barbecue run by
staff members are all part of Adelaide City
Council’s activities to support and raise
funds for Vinnies South Australia.
The partnership between the Council and
Vinnies started in 2013 and since then has
led to the raising of much appreciated
funds and practical assistance at a host of
events ranging from setting up for the CEO
Sleepout through to the loan of equipment.
The monthly barbecues run by Head Chefs
Jonno and Pete and two other Council staff
members who generously donate their time
and skills, are attended by over 100 CBD
workers each month. The regular barbecues
have become successful fundraising and
social events as well as raising awareness
of Vinnies.
At the most recent event the team cooked
up a feast for the public as part of the
Council’s ‘Picture Adelaide’ a project that
invites ideas and opportunities for Adelaide
over the next 25 years.

The Governor of South Australia, His
Excellency the Honourable Hieu Van Le AO
and Mrs Le are keen to engage with the
Vinnies’ community and the work that
it does.
Most recently they visited Fred’s Van City
Service at Gawler Place to meet with and
thank volunteers, and while there they met
many of the people we serve.
They were also guests at the Kilburn pop
up Christmas party held at the Kilburn

His Excellency and Mrs Le will be joining
members of our most remote Conference on
11 May 2015 when they attend the opening
of the Vinnies Centre in Coober Pedy.
‘The compassion and commitment the
Governor demonstrates in these encounters
is very much valued by the Society,’ said
State President, Brian Spencer.

Vinnies Centres
Vinnies Centre
volunteers

Over the last 8 months we have given

$186,000 +

1,300 +

worth of vouchers through our
Centres which equates to over

Shoppers
each year

41,000

We now have
a total of

items given to people in need

425,000 +

4

34

Centres

new Centres
opened in
the last
15 months

Toy Run

Funds raised through
BBQ & donations

Toys collected

3,400 +

$10,000

Fred’s Van
Newman’s Own
Foundation
Grant to upgrade
Port Pirie kitchen

$22,000

In the last year we
served meals to over

Port Pirie
celebrated
1st birthday
serving

24,000
2,500

956

adults and over

meals

children

Kilburn
Christmas
meals served

100

Fred’s Van Initiative at Aldinga
There’s something special about initiatives
that are taken up from people on the
ground and that’s what happened when
a group of locals saw the need for a meal
service for people in the southern coastal
area of Aldinga Beach.
In a joint effort members of the Vinnies
Willunga Conference have worked with
the City of Onkaparinga Council, Aldinga
Community Centre, OzHarvest and
other local agencies to research the local
population and to set up a weekly café
style dinner service.
A successful application for support through
the West End Community Fund helped
with set up costs. Aldinga Community
Centre, a well known and accessible facility
where many locals gather, was chosen as
the venue.
Fred’s Van Coordinator Teresa Branch said,
‘The service has just started on Friday
nights and it offers a nutritious three course,
plated meal as well as providing an extra
meal to take away. We assist people in need
including families, homeless, couch surfers
and those who are isolated or are affected
with mental health issues.’

St Vincent de Paul Society (SA) State
President, Brian Spencer said, ‘Vinnies
is really concerned about the impact of
current cost of living pressures. There is
no question that our economic climate
is undermining the ability of many South
Australians to fully look after themselves
in their local communities. This new
Fred’s Van service will go a long way to
ensuring we are able to better assist men,
women and children who are doing it
tough in the Aldinga area.’

Vinnies now has four mobile units in
operation and the Aldinga Beach service
brings the number of fixed facilities to six.

CEO Sleepout

We are excited to announce this year’s CEO
Sleepout will be held at Victoria Square on
Thursday 25 June 2015. Please visit
www.ceosleepout.org.au for more details.

Volunteers are needed to contribute
a few hours once a month and donations
are sought to support this new service.
Call Fred’s Van: 8112 8720.

People’s Choice
Community Lottery
Last year thanks to your support we raised
$20,000 from ticket sales in the People’s
Choice Community Lottery. That is
equivalent to supplying over 3,300 meals
through Fred’s Van.
We need your help again to either purchase
or sell tickets for this year’s lottery. Running
until 31 July 2015, the Lottery has total
prizes valued at over $300,000! Tickets are
just $2 each and all proceeds go directly to
Vinnies (SA) to provide much needed food,
shelter, comfort and hope to people doing
it tough in our community via our good
works programs.
For further information:
P: 8112 8700 or
E: khermsen@svpdsa.org.au.

This year marks the 6th annual CEO
Sleepout where business & community
leaders come together to experience for
one night, what is a daily reality for more
than 105,000 homeless Australians.
This event raises awareness and vital
funds which ensure Vinnies services will
continue to provide support and a hand
up for many in our community who are
struggling to afford life’s barest essentials.

Community and organisation sleepouts
are becoming popular occurrences with
locations covering Mt Gambier, Port Lincoln,
Port Pirie as well as employees from Bank
SA and Adelaide City Council supporting
the cause.
Schools and Universities have also taken up
the call, holding sleepouts in their grounds.
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Vinnies stands out for
bushfire victim
Many organisations invest large sums of
money and time to build their reputations
but a recent experience by a Vinnies’
volunteer shows the importance of
actions in building positive perceptions
within the community.
When Le Fevre Conference members,
Pauline Davison and Mary Ireland heard
the call for volunteers to assist at the
Sampson Flat bushfire during the 2015 New
Year break, they responded immediately
leading them to become part of a support
effort that made them feel very proud
of their association with the St Vincent
de Paul Society (SA).
Recalling one incident amongst the many
requests for help, Pauline described the
situation of an elderly man devastated
by the loss of his beloved dog as well as
his dairy and the majority of his pasture.
He presented at the emergency relief centre
seeking assistance but was overwhelmed
by the array of relief agencies and
processes.

Volunteers Recognised
The St Vincent de Paul Society (SA) is
extremely grateful to receive wonderful
support from the South Australian public.
Without volunteers’ help the Society would
not be able to assist the many people who
benefit from our good works programs.

Without
volunteers’ help
the Society would
not be able to assist
the many people
who benefit from
our good works
programs.

‘He was adamant that he didn’t need
medical support although it was clear that
his feet were badly burned and he didn’t
understand how to access the financial
allowance on offer through an automatic
teller’, said Pauline.

In his confusion
it was the Vinnies’
name and logo that
he recognised and
so it was to Vinnies
that he turned and
placed his trust

appointments, provision of a supermarket
voucher donated by IGA and assistance in
completing the documentation for fire
related claims.
St Vincent de Paul Society State President,
Brian Spencer said ‘We are very proud to
have been a lead agency in working with
so many others to support South
Australians in a time of crisis. My thanks
go to all the volunteers and staff involved.’
In the initial days and weeks that followed,
a range of government agencies and non
profit organisations assisted the hundreds
of people to cope with the devastation they
faced in living in the fire ravaged area.

In his confusion it was the Vinnies’ name
and logo that he recognised and so it was
to Vinnies that he turned and placed his
trust, enabling the volunteers to provide
him with transport to and assistance in
using an ATM, persuading him to receive
medical treatment for his feet and taking
him to the hospital.
After his release from hospital and in the
weeks that followed, Vinnies supported
him through providing transport to medical

We are pleased that the following people
have received public recognition for their
dedication and commitment.
The Hon Dr Rosemary Crowley
AO Officer in the General Division
Mr William Spurr
AO Officer in the General Division
Dr Lawrence Smart
AM Member in the General Division
His Honour Judge Brian Withers
AM Member in the General Division
Mrs Mavis Fitzgerald
OAM Medal in the General Division
Mr Anthony Versace
OAM Medal in the General Division
Mr John Mullins
Senior Citizen of the Year,
Mt Barker Council

Coming Events
Winter Appeal
The Society’s annual Winter Appeal
will commence in May.
People’s Choice Community Lottery
Running from 1 March — 31 July.
CEO Sleepout
The 6th annual CEO Sleepout will be held
on 25 June at Victoria Square. To find out
more visit www.ceosleepout.org.au

Stay in touch
If you would like to keep up to date more
regularly, you can also find us under
VinniesSA on Facebook, Twitter,
LinkedIn, Flickr and YouTube.

