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Our Aspiration
An Australia transformed by compassion and built on justice.

		Our Mission
The Society is a lay Catholic organisation that aspires to live the gospel message
by serving Christ in the poor with love, respect, justice, hope and joy, and by
working to shape a more just and compassionate society.

		Our Vision
The St Vincent de Paul Society aspires to be recognised as a caring Catholic
charity offering “a hand up” to people in need. We do this by respecting their
dignity, sharing our hope, and encouraging them to take control of their own
destiny.

		Our Logo
The logo is the symbol of the St Vincent de Paul Society in many countries and
was designed by Australian Sculptor, Tom Bass. It represents the hand of Christ
that blesses the cup, the hand of love that offers the cup and the hand of suffering
that receives the cup.
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BACKGROUND
St Vincent de Paul - Patron
The Society is named after St Vincent de Paul, who was born in Southern France and ordained a
priest in the year 1600 at the age of 19.
As a young man he ministered to the wealthy and it wasn’t until he was appointed to a poor parish
that his vocation to work with those most powerless and marginalised was inspired. From then
on he devoted his life to helping the underprivileged. There was no form of poverty - physical,
emotional or spiritual, which he did not try and alleviate. Vincent pledged his life to the sick,
insane, orphaned, old, starving and imprisoned.
He urged his followers to bring God’s justice and love to people who were unable to live a full life.

Frederick Ozanam - Founder
The Society of St Vincent de Paul was founded
in Paris in 1833 by Frederic Ozanam. At the time,
Frederic was 20 years old and a student of Sorbonne
University. France was experiencing tremendous
political and social upheaval and Frederic, along with
six of his University colleagues, wanted to respond
in a practical way to the poverty and hardship that
they saw around them. Frederic and his group visited
people in their homes offering them friendship and
support. This practice, known as Home Visitation,
remains the core activity of the St Vincent de Paul
Society members and volunteers to this day.
The group formed by Ozanam and his friends became
known as the first “Conference” of the St Vincent de
Paul Society. They met regularly as a group to discuss
assisting the poor and offered each other mutual
support in their spiritual vocation. Frederic Ozanam
died in 1853, aged forty. At the time of his death there
were approximately 2,000 Conferences operating
throughout the world.
Frederic Ozanam was beatified by Pope John Paul II
in 1997.
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BISHOP’S LETTER
EUGENE HURLEY
I am always reassured when I drive past a St. Vincent de Paul shop or any facility, because I know
that people in need are being well cared for and treated with great respect. I’m reassured that the
command of Jesus to ‘love one another’ is being lived out again and again.
Sometimes when I go for a jog (a very slow jog) along The Esplanade here in Darwin, I try to
organise it so that I can catch the St Vincent de Paul van. Often the volunteers who are working
the van have never met me. As I arrive at the van they are enormously respectful and offer me a
drink and a choice of food. I am sure by the time I arrive at the van, I look to be in need of a bit of
tender loving care!!!!
I’ve heard that when they realise later that they have served the Bishop, they are a bit
embarrassed. I have always tried to contact those people and share with them how wonderfully
cared for I felt as a result of their unconditional kindness to me. I guess my other friends at the
van, who are in serious need, appreciate the care even more.
Congratulations to all associated with the wonderful work of the St Vincent de Paul Society. Thank
you to all those who administer and thanks to all the generous volunteers who continue to bring
the practical love of God to those in need.
May the same God of love bless you, your families and your work.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
GERRY MCCORMACK
The 2013 – 14 financial year was another busy one for Vinnies in the Northern Territory.
Conference members, associates, volunteers and staff worked together to assist thousands of
people through our Emergency Relief Programs; Youth Programs; Housing and Homelessness
Programs; Hospital, Prison and Detention Centre Visiting Programs; the Soup Vans in Alice
Springs and Darwin; and through our Centres.
As is common in the Northern Territory, the St Vincent de Paul Society experiences a lot of
turnover in staff, members and volunteers during the course of a year. What is heartening is
that whenever someone leaves, another person steps up to help us out. Alice Springs lost one
of their longest serving members when Joy Pollard left for SE Queensland and in Nightcliff, the
very hard-working Sue Gallaugher moved interstate. While we miss Sue and Joy, we welcomed
Kylie Henderson as the new President in Alice Springs and Mike Bowden became the President
of the St Paul’s Conference in Nightcliff. Another new face is Clarisa Lopez the Youth rep on the
NT Council. Long serving Celina Lai was appointed to a national body that looks after overseas
matters such as Twinning and the popular Assist a Student Program.
A well-known retired member, Danny Thomas, passed away during the year and recognition was
given to two other members who passed away some time ago: Roger Garrick and Willa James.
Roger had a street named after him recently and Willa James’ name has been approved so there
should be a street named for her soon.
In May Vinnies opened a new Centre in Malak. This opening was one of the highlights of the
year. Another highlight was the upgrading of the Darwin Centre. Thanks to Sitzler-Baulderstone
Joint Venture for their generous support of time and money. This was a great demonstration of
what can happen when there is a partnership between the corporate world and our Society. Our
Centres also supported two projects: another book sale in Palmerston and two Pop-up Op-Shops
in local Indigenous communities.
The CEO Sleepout was a tremendous success, with Alice Springs doing very well in their first
attempt. Successful Festival meetings were held in both Alice Springs and Darwin. A very
rewarding Retreat, directed by Fr Troy Bobbin, was conducted in Darwin. Another memorable
immersion program was held at Palumpa with participants from most of the States and Territories.
The immersion program is sponsored by the St Vincent de Paul Society National Council with
logistical support from the Northern Territory Council. Support was offered to two young people to
attend World Youth Day in Rio.
To reinforce the One Society theme, important assistance was made to the Northern Territory by
the Councils of Queensland, Victoria, New South Wales and our National Council. We are grateful
for their support. And we are grateful for all the time, energy and effort provided by our members,
volunteers and staff. They are the foundation of all our work here in the Territory.
Thanks to everyone who has been involved in this fleeting twelve-month glimpse of the Society.
Frederic Ozanam would be proud. You do make a difference.
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CEO’S REPORT
BETTI KNOTT
Last year the National Council of the St Vincent de Paul Society in Australia adopted a new
strategic plan for 2013 - 2016. Entitled One Society One Voice, the plan identified three priority
focus areas:
1.
2.
3.

Building a unified, spiritual and sustainable Society.
Serving Christ in the poor with love, respect, justice, hope and joy (serving our neighbours
in need).
Working to shape a more just and compassionate community – being a voice for the 		
voiceless.

Here in the Northern Territory every piece of clothing we receive and hang in our centres; every
Buddies Day we plan; every home visit, hospital visit, prison visit and detention centre visit we
make; every emergency relief appointment we keep; every food parcel or piece of furniture we
deliver; every night of accommodation we offer; every meal we provide; every cup of soup or loaf
of bread we distribute contributes to our share of these priority focus areas. All the Society’s work
in the Northern Territory links with all the Society’s work across Australia and the world to help
make us One Society speaking in One Voice, a voice that offers hope to anyone who approaches
us for assistance.
None of this work can happen without a strong foundation based on our spirituality, our mission
and our aspiration for “an Australia transformed by compassion and built on justice.” The
building blocks that form our foundation are our members, staff and volunteers; our funders and
contributors; our partner organisations throughout the Territory; the corporations that support our
work in various ways and all the people who come to us seeking help. And finally, the mortar that
holds all these blocks together is our Rule that outlines our governance processes, the policies
and procedures we have in place to ensure that we operate with integrity and practice good
stewardship and our systems that keep all our work flowing smoothly.
For the past year 2013 – 2014 the St Vincent de Paul Society (NT) has worked diligently to build
a unified, spiritual and sustainable Society, serve our neighbours in need and be a voice for the
voiceless. Our challenge is to respond to every situation we encounter with compassion, respect,
integrity, empathy and courage and to sustain our commitment to live the Gospel message.
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Our Stories

“The Society serves anyone in
need regardless of creed, ethnic
or social background, health,
gender, or political opinions.”

YOUTH PROGRAMS
Vinnies youth programs offer schools and students across the Territory the opportunity to provide
people who are in need with a hand up, learn about the causes and impacts of poverty and show
students of all ages how they can help create a more compassionate and just society.
Michael’s Story
Michael is the Youth Coordinator at St Vincent de Paul and is involved in a number of different
programs. Two of them are Help Increase the Peace (HIP) and KidsView Social Justice
Conference. He discusses these programs below.
St Vincent de Paul in partnership with Melaleuca Refugee Centre ran 3 Help Increase the Peace
(HIP) Workshops in Darwin which were attended by students from a Refugee background and
students at risk. The workshops were co-facilitated by both school-age facilitators and adult
facilitators.
HIP Workshops enable and empower young people to manage their emotions and choose
peaceful, rather than violent ways of solving their problems.
The basic elements of building community and teaching communication skills for resolving conflict
non-violently are always there. Underneath are the elements of affirmation for self-esteem,
accepting differences of race, class, and gender, and developing leadership.
John’s Reflection: “Care for others – I have been really caring more for my brothers and sisters
and my mum too. I feel that I have started to care more for my family after the workshop; it helped
me to think about getting along…”
Sam’s Reflection: “I learnt how to control my anger. I would usually shout or hit at others; now,
after the workshop, I have learnt to think before I react.”
St Vincent De Paul Society, in partnership with Bahay Tuluyan Philippines Australia ran two
KidsView Social Justice Conferences held in Darwin with 7 schools and 137 students participating.
KidsView is an educational opportunity to explore the realities of poverty through presentations,
interactive workshops, discussions with young people from the Philippines and to share ideas
with students from other schools. Students take on a new identity for the day and experience the
realities of living in poverty such as a child in Kenya, Somalia, Palestine, the Philippines and many
other countries around the world. KidsView challenges students to reflect on their place in the
world and the responsibilities we have to build a just world for all children.
KidsView Student Participant: “I learned that we can help. It inspired me to do everything I can to
make the world a better place. I learnt that I am so very rich and that in everything I do, I can really
make a difference. We can do so much more that we think we can. This conference inspired me to
try and do something about poverty.”
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CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES AND
EMERGENCY RELIEF
The core role of St Vincent de Paul is to provide assistance to those in need. Since the St Vincent
de Paul Society began, home visitation provided by Conference members have been the centre
of this assistance. Those needing support can also access assistance at our Centres of Charity
(most Vinnies shops) where Conference members assess their situation and provide them with
help or refer them to those who can.
Erica’s Story
Erica is a conference member who provides Emergency Relief from the Palmerston Centre and
assists with Christmas time visits. Over the years she and other conference members have met
with a man called David, who has four sons ranging from Primary School to High School age.
After his relationship broke down he has battled to have custody of his sons. However, when he
does have them with him he finds it hard to be enthused in seeking work because he wants to be
at home when they come home from school to prevent them from mixing with the wrong crowd.
He has encouraged the boys to be involved with football so they have good role-models and keep
active. On one occasion the Society provided him with a skip to help him clean up his house and
yard and provide some new furnishings so that the boys on their return from an extended time
with their mother, had a nicer place to return to. Occasionally David will ask for assistance through
Emergency Relief during the year but this is not a common occurrence despite his circumstances.
Conference members find that Christmas visits are an excellent time to catch up with David and
others like him who may not want people to regularly call on them but do appreciate the visit at
Christmas and help to bring some cheer and blessings as well as hampers and gifts.
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Our Statistics
1625 people were seen by the Emergency Relief volunteers during 2013/14, an increase of 17%.
This has slowed from the massive increase of 40% experienced last year. Our data has shown
that 56% of people seek help as they have no food and only 28% seek help because of bills.
However, medicines and other bills were again the highest support given in dollar value terms
followed by food. This year has seen an increase in the coverage of accommodation costs and
provision of home-wares from donated and purchased goods.
The large proportion of people requesting assistance were in the 36-55 age bracket with ten under
15. Most were renters but a small number owned homes, with and without a mortgage. 26% of
those making requests had some form of employment, just slightly less than last year.
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SUNSET OUTREACH SERVICE AND FOOD VAN
The Sunset Outreach Service (SOS) Van in Darwin and the Food Van in Alice Springs provide
food and friendship to people living on the streets and long grass. Our thanks to Chris Best and
Regi Varghese in coordinating the vans.
Robyn’s Story
I got involved with the SOS Van when my cousin from New Jersey USA, was required to do
volunteer work as part of the process for getting into university in the States. She decided she
would visit me in Darwin as part of her holiday but also do some volunteer work, which of course
I had to organise! Sophie spent two weeks working in the Warehouse at Bakhita, Ozanam House
at Stuart Park and the SOS Van. Because she was under 18 and a little shy she asked me to go
with her to attend the Food Van. When Sophie returned to the States I continued to volunteer on
Monday nights - that was five years ago.
I have gotten to know a number of the regulars who are always ready to share a story or just say
hello. Some only come for the conversation not the food. With the numbers between 30 - 60 there
is a great sense of community. I feel very privileged to know these people.
Hamish’s Story
Hamish is in Year 8 at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart College in Alice Springs. Each Friday
teacher Andrzej Skrzypiec takes Hamish and the six other volunteers to the Vinnies shop to make
sandwiches at Vinnies for the Food Van. Hamish says he became involved by talking to the other
students. “It’s a great way to give back and help others that don’t have necessities such as food.”
He says making sandwiches means he has a great deal of gratitude that other people will not be
hungry each night.
Andrzej says the school is very involved with the St Vincent de Paul Society and says some of the
teachers serve at the shop, older students from Year 10 upwards serve on the Food Van and they
also have a bin to collect clothes and other goods at the school.
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Our Statistics
Over 8500 people used the SOS Van in Darwin this year - over 1500 more people than the
previous year. This is largely due to increasing numbers of Indigenous people using the service
as numbers of non-Indigenous people have roughly stayed the same. The split is now 48%
Indigenous and 52% Non-Indigenous. In both cases, more men (81%) than women (18%) use the
service with 1% being children.
In Alice Springs over 8900 people used the Food Van this financial year with the majority being
indigenous. It is unknown what causes the regular yearly spike in numbers during February and
March but it is largely Indigenous men coming in from the communities.
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SHOPS
We have over 200 volunteers throughout the Territory who support our functions. Many assist
in our Vinnies shops located in Darwin, Palmerston, Malak, Katherine, Tennant Creek and Alice
Springs. The shops provide low cost clothing, furniture and bric-a-brac to anybody who wishes to
purchase it, with the funds raised going towards the good works of St Vincent de Paul in the NT.
Henrietta and Ida’s story
Ida is 90 years and mostly blind. She is cared for by her 5 children living in various parts of
Australia, including her daughter Henrietta in Darwin.
When Ida comes to visit, she volunteers at the Coconut Grove warehouse sorting clothes twice a
week with Henrietta who has been volunteering for over 5 years. They have a process line where
Henrietta lays the clothes flat, Ida hangs them and Henrietta puts them on the correct racks.
Ida loves coming in to Vinnies as it is still something she can do. As she has only 4% vision in one
eye left, she ascertains that her skill in quickly hanging clothes is due to spending years knitting,
sewing and embroidering. Before she left Holland with her husband Martin and 3 of her kids in
1953, she used to spend the dark evenings simultaneously knitting and reading a book. She still
spends evenings knitting squares for blankets, but now has an audio book to listen to. With her
loss of sight, she misses embroidery the most.
Ida’s most lingering memory of moving to Australia is being asked to bring a ‘plate’ when visiting
a new friend’s house - instead of bringing a plate of food as the custom, she brought one plate,
assuming the family’ s dinner set wasn’t enough.
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Georgie’s Story
Georgie Yankovic (left) is on a disability pension
with limited financial means. Through the
generous sponsorship of the Vinnies shop in
Alice Springs, Georgie was provided with $3000
worth of second-hand clothes to assist her with
her passion - wearable arts.
With the plethora of available goods at Vinnies,
Georgie has been able to indulge her ideas
and has created a number of wonderful outfits.
Central Craft’s Jen Standish-White has said that
getting the sponsorship has given Georgie a
boost to her self esteem and the opportunity to
tap into her creativity and imagination.
In 2013 Georgie won the Aquisition Award at
the Central Ten Wearable Art Awards. Pictured
is her creation “Elemental - A Homage to the
Desert Goddess’. Photographer Ollie Eclipse.

Masela’s Story
Helen and her grandson Jerome (right) attend
the Pop-up Op Shops run by Vinnies Youth
at Knuckey Community each month. The St
Vincent de Paul staff and volunteers work
with community members to choose items of
clothing and household goods that are in need.
Masela, along with a cross-generational group
of volunteers assist in selling the goods. “It has
been incredible experience to see how other
people live, and to have the chance to start
developing relationships. Seeing the kids’ eyes
light up when we have a toy that takes their
eye, and having them come up and hold your
hand are both amazing experiences. It is nice
to sit and chat with the older people too, over
a cup of coffee.” The shops also attend 11 Mile
community and have been asked to set up a
Pop-Up at a number of other NT communities.
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VINCENTCARE HOSTELS
Vincentcare runs two hostels, the 33-bed Bakhita Centre located in Coconut Grove and the 12-bed
Ormonde House located in Katherine as well as affordable housing at Park Lodge and Ted Collins
Village. Ozanam House in Stuart Park, Darwin provides outreach to people who are homeless
and marginalised. Food is provided to the hostels and Ozanam House by Knockabout Chefs. The
following stories are from men whom we have helped. Their names have been changed to protect
their privacy.
William’s Story
William came to Bakhita following a long history of alcohol abuse and mental health
mismanagement. Upon entry, William was anxious and feeling as though this was his ‘last chance’
to ‘get it right.’ He set about adhering to his case management goals and sought to engage in
counselling to assist him with his journey.
William has a family in the Philippines, and it was regular for William to become extremely
distressed over how his current situation was doing little to improve their lives and his ability to
connect with them.
As part of case management and counselling, William set goals that would see him able to better
support his family financially and also improve his ability to travel to the Philippines to see them.
He also set the goal of working more effectively with immigration to work through issues pertaining
to getting his family over to Australia.
As a result of this planning and genuine commitment to bettering his situation, William applied
for and was successful in gaining employment, continues to work full time and is a much valued
member of the team he joined. This achievement and acceptance has vastly improved his mental
health and overall well-being. He has remained abstinent from alcohol and other drugs, and has
significantly improved his belief in his ability of achieving his ancillary goals of saving money and
working pro-actively with immigration to bring about the reunification of his family.
Fred’s Story
As one of our staff writes….
The work I have been privileged to do with Fred has yielded many satisfying outcomes, but none
so grand as when he bounced into the office to inform anyone in ear shot that he had ‘got a job!’
When I first started working with Fred in an outreach capacity he was studying at the time and
the first crisis he had was in relation to his study and missing final exams due to his incarceration.
I was able to help by writing a letter of support to the Uni asking for hardship considerations. It
worked, and he was able to sit the exams at a later date.
He passed, and emerged from uni with a Masters degree. However, that one silly mistake that had
landed him in jail had taken its toll on his esteem and sense of worth; it wasn’t long before Fred
was homeless. I was pleased to be able to help Fred with a referral to a Salvation Army program;
as a result Fred wasn’t on the street for long but was still in a very vulnerable and homeless
situation.
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From what I heard there were many ups and downs for Fred during his stay in crisis
accommodation. He came close to going back to jail on several occasions, however
he worked through the problems and did just enough to avoid being returned to
custody.
Eventually I received an email from The Salvation Army asking if I would consider
a referral from them for Fred. He had completed the Drug & Alcohol rehabilitation
program and was not willing to return to their Homeless Men’s Program. I accepted
the referral, and Fred came to stay at Bakhita.
He got involved with the Chrysalis Programme (www.chrysalisprogramme.com) that
we were privileged to be able to run, and a healthy rapport was struck between Fred
and the facilitator. Fred’s Masters degree put him in a unique position where he could
help the Chrysalis facilitator with some globalisation of his program, making it more
adaptable to an Australian audience.
Whilst this didn’t yield long term results for Fred, the Chrysalis course certainly did,
and he continued to commit to living well and gaining the employment he believed
he deserved. He again had faith that he was a worthwhile person with worthwhile
pursuits. With the support and encouragement from Vincentcare staff, he was given
the resources and backing he required to remain proactive in his goals of looking for
work and rebuilding his life. Regular case management kept his feet on the ground
whilst he went for gold in regard to building his future.
I remember well one day when Fred said to me, ‘I’ve got a job…..but it’s not good
enough.’ He had such an uncompromising idea of what he could do and where he
should be that he was not willing to settle for second best.
This all led to the day when Fred came bursting through the door of the Bakhita Office,
a ten mile wide smile on his face, announcing to everyone, ‘I’ve got a job!’
Knowing him, this wasn’t just any job. For him to be this happy, he had landed the
very job that had eluded him for nearly three years. His silly mistake that led to his
incarceration, which then caused him to miss exams and a belief that all his hard work
had been for naught had really been a blow for Fred. It took time for him to realise
that with hard work and commitment, he could get back on track and do the things he
wanted to do with his life.
It’s humbling and rewarding to know that I and the St. Vincent de Paul organisation
have had a significant hand in assisting Fred achieve his goals. Not by telling him
what to do, not by placing any unrealistic demands on him, and not by handing him
everything he asked for. It was the simple act of getting alongside someone and just
journeying with them for a while.
Meeting people where they’re at, and then giving them the tools to get to where they
want to be is one of the most precious roles we can hope to play in a person’s life.
With Fred I have been fortunate to have been able to do that over an extended period
of time and we have all been privileged to see the fruit of all that effort. What we were
able to do at Bakhita with Fred is the epitome of the ‘Good Works’ motto of St. Vincent
de Paul.
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Our Statistics
The St Vincent de Paul Society NT provided 19,681 bednights to 171 individuals who are
homeless or at risk of being homeless last financial year. The following graph shows that the
main age group is 46 - 55. Most of those are men, but that is largely because Ormonde House
and Bakhita are male-only hostels. Women and children are accommodated at Ted Collins Village,
a collection of 20 two-bedroom units and if in need, overnight at motels. Of those whom we
accommodated, 29% identified as Indigenous or Torres Straight Islander.
Client demographics of people accommodated through various NT services by St
Vincent de Paul excluding those assisted by Emergency Relief 2013-2014.

% of people
accommodated in
each service

Male and female age groups accommodated.
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KNOCKABOUT CHEFS
Knockabout Chefs provides over 70,000 meals a year to those living in the streets and long grass
via outreach within Ozanam House and the SOS Van and through the Bakhita Centre hostel. They
also provide training in Certificate 2 and 3 in Commercial Cookery to people whose training may
not fit into mainstream settings.
The Winner of this year’s Rotary Darwin Sunrise Certificate of Achievement award is Zahra.
Zahra has been learning the skills of Commercial Cookery while volunteering in the Knockabout
Chef kitchen for the last 5 months as her visa conditions do not allow her to be a student. She
is currently Chef David Taylor’s star assistant and has
recently started volunteering several days a week at
Government House.
Zahra’s Story
Zahra arrived in Australia with her husband and son,
Amin, by boat via Indonesia in 2012. She originally came
from Afghanistan but her father made a decision to move
to Iran after the Taliban drove people to hide in the hills
when she was very young. Her family did not have papers
for Afghanistan or Iran and life was made more difficult
by being female in a very conservative society. She was
not allowed to work, study, drive, go to school or go shopping by herself. In Iran her parents
negotiated an arranged marriage and it was her husband that organised for the family to travel to
Australia. Unfortunately her husband subjected her to psychological and often violent abuse and
did not allow her to tell her family that she would be leaving.
After spending nine months in detention she is now on a bridging visa, divorcing her husband and
reconnecting with her family. She is extremely grateful to the government for providing money for
rent and food as the bridging visa allows her to volunteer but not to work. What she is most happy
about is that Amin is able to go to school, and she hopes that when she gets her visa, that she too
will be able to go to school. She finds not being able to read or write extremely difficult and her
greatest desire is to learn to read a recipe so that she can become a chef.
She loves being in Australia and has never heard anybody tell her to ‘go back home’. She has
made friends and often goes to church with them because although she is Muslim, she believes
He is the same God and that He loves everyone. Her parents, two brothers and four sisters are
also very happy for her being in Australia and away from her husband. She recognizes that she
probably will never see them again in person because her husband’s family has threatened to take
away Amin if she visits.
Zahra is absolutely over the moon to receive the award from Rotary and says she now has ‘more
energy, because before I don’t trust myself’. Since she arrived in Australia, she has developed
the confidence to catch buses, take her son to the doctor, school and go shopping for which she
is grateful. “I feel extremely strong being able to do things by myself!’ Once she has her visa, this
new-found independence and strength will undoubtedly provide her with the drive to succeed in
Australia.
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Our ServicesS

“No form of charity is foreign to
the Society.”

VINCENTCARE
Vice President Vincentcare:
Mike Green
Manager Vincentcare: Mike
Byrne
Number of Hostels: 2
Number of Beds: 45
Number of Food Vans: 2
Number of Outreach
Services: 1

Another busy year has passed and we all wonder what
we have achieved, have we made a difference, have
we helped anyone escape homelessness and have
we assisted people move to a brighter future. These
questions pop up when we seem to be snowed under
by problems, no housing, evictions for rule breaking, no
available rooms, fighting and aggression from those we
assist; the negative stuff that can at times seem like the
norm. It’s not until we sit down as a team and discuss
the past rather than the present that we see where we
have made a real difference to people’s lives. A quick
review of the year for Vincentcare throws up a number
of highlights:

Affordable Housing, Hostels and Outreach services
• Ozanam House continues to provide a day-time
refuge for those living on our streets. Breakfast
and lunch are a major part of our operations but
increasingly those needing assistance access
other service providers in what has become a non-threatening environment. Those who visit
Ozanam House include medical practitioners, Centrelink and mental health services.
The Bakhita Centre gardens are in full bloom; Rick has taken over where Burt has left off in
tending them. Burt has slowed down but his influence around the grounds can still be felt. The
Bakhita staff have also managed to assist several aged residents by offering more permanent
unfunded accommodation. 3 rooms are outside our funding service agreements which allows
staff to offer security and stability to several older residents who would have nowhere to call
home if it wasn’t for Bakhita.
Ted Collins Village continues to provide affordable housing and we have entered into a
successful partnership with LJ Hooker to find residents who fit the low income requirements
but have the capacity to take out a mainstream lease. This arrangement has enabled them
to transition from our services into mainstream tenancies. It has also meant that we help
those experiencing housing stress before they are in too deep. The tenants have also started
tending their own veggie gardens which will hopefully help their budgets.
Transitional Aftercare moves from strength to strength and has become an important piece of
the puzzle for people trying to get their lives back on track. This service now provides outreach
for those dealing with addictions as well as supported accommodation for residents exiting
institutions.
Ormonde House is maintaining its reputation as a vital service in Katherine, a region that
suffers from a lack of housing options as well as a lack of supported accommodation. The
house has undergone a timely bathroom and office renovation which will make Ormonde
House more comfortable for its residents as well as providing a better level of support.
Number of Individuals
Assisted: 279 (for
accommodation only)

•

•

•

•

Projects
• The Chrysalis Programme operated for several months and helped to provide staff and
those using our services with direction and knowledge. Importantly this year we managed to
expose the program to the Dept of Health in the hope that it be used in conjunction with their
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•

•

rehabilitation programs. This recognises the fact that many in rehab do not see abstinence as
a viable option; many do not view themselves as alcoholics. Chrysalis helps build in them the
capacity to make better decisions about their lives and behaviours. The plan for 2014/15 will
be to train locals to deliver Chrysalis ensuring we have developed the capacity to sustainably
deliver this exciting program to the sector and especially those using our services.
The Big Issue has several vendors operating in the NT. This partnership has proven successful
for those who have taken the time to become retailers in their own little business venture
and who now have the means to create their own income rather than relying on others. We
encourage anyone who is on a limited income to get involved as we have a number of safe
indoor selling locations and also offer training and support. You don’t need to be homeless.
The SOS Van in Darwin has been well organised by Ms Chris Best who organises the rosters,
gives support to our SOS volunteers and deals with any issues that from time to time arise.
A highlight has been fresh sandwiches made every week by students from St John’s Catholic
College and O’Loughlin Catholic College, and muffins are made by students from St Paul’s
Primary School. The people we assist constantly comment and send their thanks to the
children and young adults for their thoughtful contribution. Thanks go to Michael Goodrich for
organising this initiative. Karl Secondis and his team from One Real Estate also get our thanks
for providing a beautiful and well thought out hot meal every month since Feb 2013.

CENTRES
The Centres have continued to supply a range of
affordable, pre-loved clothing and goods to those that
require it and to the thrifty shopper. We could not continue
without the support of our volunteers. Their hard work,
commitment and friendly warm personalities make
everyone’s experience at Vinnies a pleasant one.
Profit versus loss is a battle we take on each day whilst
still maintaining an environment befitting the Society.
Whilst the past year has not been such a successful one
financially, we believe we have made some progression
towards a more unified team and made some decisions
which will benefit us in the coming year and beyond.

Vice President Shops:
Vin Victory
Manager Shops: Wayne Cox
Number of Shops: 6
Shops turnover $1,173,223
Shops Providing Emergency
Relief: 4

Emergency Relief provided
Shops
including in-kind: $201,689
• In September 2013 the Darwin Centre was revitalised
with the generous support of the Sitzler Baulderstone
Number of Individuals
Joint Venture. The staff and volunteers were over the
Assisted: 1427
moon with the designer new look. They were especially
pleased with the new changerooms that provided more
privacy and a classier feel. Current and past volunteers enjoyed a morning tea to celebrate.
• In May 2014 the Malak Centre was opened. This realised a dream that the conferences
have had for many years, that of opening a Centre in the northern suburbs. With the support
of Henry Yap, the shop has been upgraded and has a very light airy feel. Backrooms with
separate entrances provide privacy to those seeking Emergency Relief at the Centre.
• The Warehouse, Darwin Centre and Palmerston Centre all have been coasting smoothly along
this year. Unfortunately we have had to say goodbye to some of the longer-term volunteers.
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•
•
•

Tennant Creek volunteer Manager, Margrith, is doing a wonderful job keeping the shop open
on Saturdays.
With the help of new Manager Melissa, Alice Springs has been revitalising its profile in the
community.
Melbourne Cup Day and Christmas luncheons for volunteers, members and staff were well
attended and they were a wonderful thank you to everybody who helps the St Vincent de Paul
Society in the Northern Territory to assist people in need.

Emergency Relief
The program has been busy with the Society completing many good works helping out our
communities. As times get tougher, there seem to be different types of people reaching out in need
of assistance. This shows in different statistic rises such as utility bills etc. No longer is it just the
hungry and homeless that are in need of our assistance.
Our volunteers have shown compassion and dedicated much of their time to helping these people.
The Centres have continued to pursue the respect and dignity of all people by way of improving
our facilities for people to feel comfortable, respected and their privacy acknowledged. We have
also been striving to improve our knowledge of assistance through networks and training.

Youth Representative:
Clarisa Lopez

•
•
•

YOUTH

This has been a very busy year for Vinnies Youth with
the very successful Pop-up Op Shops being a wonderful
inclusion to the range of services we provide.
Youth Coordinator: Michael
• Four retreats were attended by the Youth Coordinator
Goodrich
in support of the O’Loughlin and St John’s College’s
catholic teaching curriculum..
Participating Schools: 13
• At O’Loughlin College the students have been
undertaking a variety of good works which include the
School Conferences: 2
Christmas Appeal, sandwich making for the SOS van
and donation drives. The Year 10 students have run
Mini-Vinnies: 2
a School Sleep out and Year 12 students ran a Kid’s
Camp for children with disabilities.
Kid’s Camps: 2
• St John’s college the students have been engaged
in a community service day, volunteering at Ozanam
Number of Students: 160
House and SOS van, sandwich making for the SOS
Van, Asylum Seeker Visitation Program and another
Youth Workshops: 5
Kid’s camp for children with disabilities.
•
Other youth programs offered to schools around
Workshop Attendees: 160
Darwin have included Help Increase the Peace
Workshops and Kids View Social Justice Workshops.
In our outside of schools programs, students and young adult volunteers have been engaged
in our special events, the Pop-Up Op Shops which visit Knuckey and 15-mile communties and
volunteering at our Centres.
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart staff and students are involved with volunteering at the local
Vinnies Centre making sandwiches, serving in the shop and collecting goods through the
school.
St Vincent de Paul has been working with partners Amity Community Services, TEAMHealth,
Melaleuca Refugee Centre, Baha Tuluyan and Total Recreation.
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Our Supporters

“The Society strives, with charity,
to foster new attitudes of respect
and empathy for the weak, so
that all are able to understand,
recognise and defend the right of
each person to be responsible for
his or her own life.”

THANK YOU
Thanks must go to all our volunteers, supporters, sponsors and donors throughout the past year.
Each gift of support whether it be large or small; in time, money or effort is appreciated. Thank you
to all of those listed below and for those that aren’t, you know who you are and we thank you too.
Major Donors:

Volunteers

Asian United Food Service
continues their ongoing
support by providing large
donations of food on a regular
basis.

St Vincent de Paul has
over 200 volunteers and we
thank each and every one
of you, for without you, we
couldn’t do what we do. Key
volunteers we would like to
thank include:
• Chris Best and Regi
Varghese - Darwin SOS
van and Alice Springs
Food Van volunteer
coordinators.
• One Real Estate - SOS
Van Corporate volunteers
and sponsors.
• Dale, Rick and Darryl - for
ongoing assistance at the
Bakhita Centre, Ozanam
House and the CEO
Sleepout.
• Jenny Montefiore
- volunteer Alice
Springs CEO Sleepout
coordinator.
• Michael Woods - IT,
handyman and reading
support at Ormonde
House.
• All Conference Members
who volunteer at the
Centres and warehouse,
Emergency Relief, visit
people in jail and hospital,
work on committees and
provide other support as
needed.

Sitzler Baulderstone Joint
Venture who rejuvenated our
Stuart Park shop with new
carpet, changerooms and
repainting inside and out.

Conference donors
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baker’s Delight Bakery
Brumby’s Bakery
MIX 104.9
IGA
Dept of Human Services
The Good Guys
Ray White Real Estate
Dept of Foreign Affairs and
Trade
Bendigo Bank
Goodstart Early Learning
Bunnings Darwin Airport
Goodstart Early Learning
Marrara
Position Partners.

Administration
•
•

Merit Partners
CMP Electrics.

Vincentcare donors and
supporters:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Asian United Food
Service
Choice Electrical
Rotary Darwin Sunrise
Foodbank
ABC Radio
International College of
Advanced Education
Paspaley Pearls
Brian Tucker/Tracks
Dance
Centrecorp Foundation
NTAHC
Multicultural Council of
NT
Environment Centre NT
ASCO
Gardens Spectacular
Hungry Hearts Catering
Bunnings
Karen’s Catering
Darwin Sailing Club
Inpex.

Centres donors:
•
•
•

TJM Alice Springs
CMP Electrics
Talice Security.

Youth Program donors and
supporters
•
•
•
•

Deckchair Cinema
St John’s College
O’Loughlin College
Melaleuca Refugee
Centre.
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CEO SLEEPOUT
National Sponsors:
Austereo Network
Brumbies Bakery
Eagle Boys
Neverfail Springs
The Australian
CEO Forum Group
TVSN Shopping
Network
Australian Retailers
Association
Appazure

The inaugural Alice Springs CEO Sleepout was a fantastic
success with 22 daring CEOs staying the night at OLSH School in
temperatures close to zero (below). A total of $52,460 was raised
which was matched by a grant from the NT Government. The money
from the Alice Springs CEO Sleepout will stay in Alice Springs and
be put towards Emergency Relief housing such as bonds, rent and
emergency housing as well as more and better quality foods at the
Food Van.

Sponsors of the CEO
Sleepout Darwin:
Darwin Digital
Television
Storm Cell TV
Volunteering SA-NT
Museum and Art
Gallery of the NT
RMI Security
Bunnings Warehouse
City of Darwin
105.7 ABC Darwin
AAP Events
Kennards Hire
One Real Estate
One Stop Party Box
Jessica Christie
Photography
Double Tree by Hilton
Sponsors of the
CEO Sleepout Alice
Springs:
OLSH College
Talice Security
NT Shelter
Harvey Norman
Volunteering SA-NT
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43 CEOs participated in the 5th Darwin CEO Sleepout (below) and
a record $133,612 was raised. The money from this sleepout will be
put towards the Chrysalis Programme, a training program in goal
setting and life skills that has already run with success with St Vincent
de Paul and to upgrading Ozanam House, our outreach program to
provide services such as food, showers and clothes to those living on
the streets and in the long grass.
The CEO Sleepout has a dual purpose of raising funds and raising the
profile of homelessness in our community. Dale braved the crowd to
speak about his experience of being homeless. This year we focussed
on affordable housing in our community and we had key note
speakers Raquel Nicholls-Skene from Venture Housing and David
Havercroft from Central Australian NT Shelter talk about affordable
housing.

Thank you to our participants in Darwin
Adrian Hudson: Dept of Human Resources
Alex Ehrlich: Darwin Trailer Boat Club
Andrew Warton: Australian Federal Police
Angela Nanson: Australian Government
Solicitor
Camille Fong Lim: SRA Information Technology
Cathryn Doney: Darwin Holiday Apartments
Eugene Hurley: Catholic Diocese of Darwin
Damien Moriarty: Killarney Group
Dani Walter: RSPCA Darwin
David Loy: LJ Hooker Darwin and Palmerston
David Johns: St John’s Catholic College
Donna Wallace: Gecko Signs and Uniforms
Drew Wagner: Minerals Council of Australia
Heather Traeger: Staff Management
Heather Malone: City of Palmerston
Henry Yap: Yap Group of Companies
Hollie Goodall: HG Fitness
Honor Borg: C-Vue Property Group
Jeetendra Dahal: City of Palmerston
Joely Sullivan: One Real Estate
John McNeur: Volunteering SA - NT
Karl Secondis: One Real Estate
Katya Peart: Dept of Immigration and Border
Protection
Kim Macdonald: Top End Association for Mental
Health
Marc Johnston: CSG
Mark Teakle: Zip Print
Michael Hawkes: Captovate
Michael Gunner: MLA
Nadine Jones: Southern Cross Austereo Darwin
Nick Jones: Movement for Life Physiotherapy
Paul Turyn: SLR Consulting Australia
Peter Fisher: Baptist Care NT
Phil Galvin: Darwin’s 97 Seven
Polat Siva: Clayton Utz
Quentin Kilian: Real Estate Institute of NT
Richard Harding: TIO
Robert Annis-Brown: Commonwealth Bank
Steven Doherty: NT Government
Sue Beaumont: Darwin Holiday Apartments
Sylvia Tavener: Darwin Digital Television
Tim Woods: Darwin International Airport
Tony Cox: Clouston Associates.

Thank you to our participants in Alice
Springs
Andrew Kittle: Peter Kittle Motor Company
Annette Partridge: Club Eastside
Betti Knott: St Vincent de Paul
Brenton Joy: B & S Home Timber and
Hardware
Bruce Were: OLSH College
Chris Sartori: Lasseters Centre of
Entertainment
Clinton Farley: Double Tree by Hilton
Dave Batic: Northern Territory Airports
Debbie Osborne: Alice Springs Veterinary
Hospital
Eddie Fabijan: Centralian Senior College
Hal Bisset: Central Australian Affordable
Housing Company
Jeff Huyben: Chifley Alice Springs Resort
Jess Karlsson: YMCA
Kay Eade: Chamber of Commerce
Leanne Southam: NAB
Matthew Bell: Scope Building NT
Neil McLeod: Deloitte
Nicole Walsh: Yeperenye Shopping Centre
Peter Tiller: Headlines
Sue Harley: Dept of Housing
Suzy Anetts: Alice Office Equipment
Tanya Kirker: Verve Group
Meredith Elliot: Southern Cross Austero.

A Special Mention for our
Top Fundraisers:
Richard Harding, TIO
$16,805 Darwin and
Peter Tiller, Headlines
$9,605 Alice Springs.
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Our People

“Vincentians serve the poor
cheerfully, listening to them and
respecting their wishes, helping
them to feel and recover their own
dignity, for we are all created in
God’s image.”

ST MARY’S STAR OF THE SEA CONFERENCE
President: Sean Parnell
Number of members: 7
No of new members: 0
Number of Home visits: 16
Number of Christmas visits: 24
Number of Assisted Individuals: 26
Overseas Twin: Pending

Works of Charity include:
Home Visits
SOS Van Shifts
Christmas delivery of gifts
and hampers
Darwin Centre

The St Mary’s conference has been holding meetings at the presbytery with the exception of one
which we held at a conference member’s home and another gathering we held on the Nightcliff
foreshore. We continue to work on our attention to detail in our meeting procedures and although
our numbers are small, we take something away from each meeting: small in temporal value but
great in the way it enriches our lives.
We continue to operate with a small group of volunteers and are still waiting for the influx of new
members once our good works have had their effect on the parish and new people come on board
to volunteer. It is a slow but patient process. “Love is Patient Love is Kind”.1 Cor. 13.
Some of our members attended the Territory retreat facilitated by Fr Troy Bobbin from the National
Council and found it to be both a worthwhile and enjoyable spiritual experience and thanks to our
Territory president for the initiative.
We continue to be joyfully amazed by the blessings we receive when we are confronted by the
poor and marginalised in our home visitations and thank God for the opportunity to bear witness
and live out the Gospel values in those we serve. Although we touch but a few lives we hope our
small gesture opens their hearts in the same way that it enriches our lives and brings us closer to
God.
The other work of our conference that gives us great joy is the service at the SOS van that we
undertake on an ad hoc basis. It is a pleasure to serve there and pleasing to see an abundance of
people always willing and able to help out.
We are currently waiting on notification from our overseas twin in Indonesia and expect to
commence our relationship once this is established.
We would also like to thank our Conference spiritual advisors fathers, Miguel and Raass, for their
assistance and help and for the use of a room at the presbytery where we hold our meetings.
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HOLY FAMILY CONFERENCE
President: Frank O’Donnell
Number of members: 7
No of new members: 2
Number of Home visits: 46
Number of Assisted Individuals: 170

Works of Charity include:
Home and Prison visitation
Emergency Relief at Darwin and 		
Malak Centres
Distribution of “The Record”

The Holy Family Conference continued to be strong and active over the past twelve months,
thanks to the dedication and support of our members. We meet each Monday from 5pm to 6pm
except on Public Holidays. Our membership has remained steady at seven, with some leaving and
others taking their place. Our meetings follow a set agenda each week with the Spiritual Reading
and reflection taking a high priority.
The suburbs we cover seem to contain many families with young children that are living on the
bread line. We received many requests from the Emergency relief centres for futher visitation,
principally for furniture. Most families seem to get by, but some with difficulty. Consequently the
demand at Christmas is usually high.
Our members are very active in many areas; prison visitation, assistance at the Warehouse,
Emergency Relief sessions at Darwin and Malak Centres and assistance at the Malak shop. We
are also involved in Parish activities as Eucharistic Ministers, assitance at Easter ceremonies,
Catechetics at the local Government School, and the supply of Catholic papers. Our collection box
at the back of the Church brings in much needed funds. This is helped by one of our members,
with collection box in hand, standing outside mass.
Our conference was very busy at Christmas time. The generosity of our Parish saw a good
response to the Christmas tree requests, and the Holy Family School presented many baskets of
goodies for the hampers. We had many volunteers to assist in packaging and delivery of hampers,
Everything seemed to run smoothly.
Our bread run continued through the year with unused bread from Bakers Delight. Many families
and three organisations received bread each weekend. Unfortunately, the bakery closed down at
the end of June, and our activity came to a stop.
The Conference is very appreciative of the support given by the NT Council. The occasional visit
by Gerry McCormack is very welcome. Our new Parish priest, Fr Mon, and the Holy Family Parish
in general, are supportive of our efforts.
May God continue to guide and protect our Conference during the next twelve months.
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HOLY SPIRIT CONFERENCE
President: Vin Victory
Number of members: 11
No of new members: 3
Number of Home visits: 12

Works of Charity include:
Home visits
Christmas delivery of gifts
and hampers
Emergency Relief at Darwin Centre

Our Conference has been very fortunate to have been joined by Celina Lai, previously active in
the young Vinnies, and Gabriel Gomes, who returns to the Society after an absence of a number
of years. Both are valuable Conference members and in addition, Celina has accepted a National
position as organiser for Assist a Student.
Although we have limited numbers of Conference Members we are blessed by the willingness of
volunteers in the Parish to take on jobs on an “as needed” basis. We are forever grateful to these
generous souls.
Holy Spirit Conference has long been active in Emergency Relief duties at the Darwin Centre,
Westralia Street, sharing this with St Paul’s and Holy Family Conferences. This seems to be
a blessed work, as every time it seems we might not be able to complete the roster, another
volunteer comes along.
The new Malak Centre has opened, with “Darwin’s best op-shop” and an Emergency Relief
facility. Both the shop and ER are developing, and although we never seem to have quite enough
volunteers, the work continues.
Our annual Christmas gift and hamper project was once again successful, judging from the
pleasure expressed by the children who placed the gifts under the Giving Tree and the big smiles
of those who received the gifts and hampers. Thanks to all the volunteers who made it possible.
Attendees at Holy Spirit Parish’s Saturday evening Mass are the beneficiaries of an activity made
their own by two of our members, who each weekend serve cold drinks, biscuits, and sometimes
cake or chocolate to all comers.
Although the call for home visitation is not as strong as it once was, members have visited and
helped those in need on many occasions and in many ways. Home visitation is still a vital part
of our work. We continue to actively seek ways to expand and enliven the home visitation work,
particularly to provide comfort to the elderly, lonely and house-bound.
Our Conference has experienced family tragedy during the year. The son of Colleen D’Arcy died
after a short illness, and Mike Nixon’s son also died suddenly while on holiday. Our sympathy goes
to those families.
Thanks to all the people connected with the Holy Spirit Conference. Thanks also to those outside
our Conference who have helped in any way. We hope and pray that we might all become more
like Blessed Frederic Ozanam in the work we are trying to do for the poor.

31

ST PAUL’S CONFERENCE
President: Mike Bowden
Number of members: 8
No of new members 2
Number of Home visits: 120
Number of Assisted Individuals: 300

Works of Charity include:
Prison Visitation
Emergency Relief at Stuart Park
Distribution of “the Record”

The St Paul’s Conference is small and gritty. We do simple good things both looking after
ourselves in prayer and reflection on the weekly scripture and reaching out to others in the local
and broader community in whatever ways we can.
Br Ted Merrit, who has just celebrated 60 years as an MSC Brother and Bill Burford are the old
experts, who as well as having expertise have exceptional energy. Their work involves responding
to calls for assistance in the donation of household furniture and visits to the homebound. A couple
of members also work on the roster staffing the E R centres.
New president, Mike Bowden has been asked to participate in the National Vinnies effort to
address the sidelining of social justice principles in the latest Federal budget.
Our concern remains to ensure the continuance of Vinnies’ work by recruiting new and younger
members to the Conference.

Long Grassers - by Mike Bowden
Nightcliff foreshore is one of Darwin’s icons. Nightly the bike path throngs with walkers, runners,
rider and skaters. Just 30 metres away under the nearby cliffs, their tiny fires flickering as summer
night falls, sit little communities of ‘Long Grassers’.
But in the Wet where to go? The cliffs are soggy, the sand clogging and the rain looming. Then
these original residents of this ‘country’ and many vacationers from far and wide retreat to shelter
in the local area and there is none.
There has been significant opposition to the development of a Café beside the Nightcliff pool. Talk
of a residential Island off the Jetty sends locals into paroxysms. Imagine the prospect of a shelter
for the homeless in our part of Heaven? Inspired by the local Uniting Church in Nightcliff, Vinnies
have got on board. When we recall that Jesus said of himself that the “Son of Man had nowhere
to lay his head” [Luke 9:59] we recall that in many ways he was a homeless beggar. But no Jesus
relied on the compassion and welcome provided by friends AND strangers and ‘sinners’ for a bed
each night. So we are inspired.
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MARY MACKILLOP CONFERENCE
President: Micah Thorbjornson
Number of members: 20
No of new members: 4
Number of Home visits: 4
Number of Assisted Individuals: 110

Works of Charity include:
Buddies Days
Five2L8
Various fundraising activities

The Mary MacKillop Conference is a youth based St Vincent De Paul conference located in
Darwin (at Deckchair fundraiser below). The focus of the Mary MacKillop Conference is to provide
children who are most in need with positive role models in a safe, joyful environment. We achieve
this focus through group based activities such as the monthly Buddies Days (fun day out for
children) and 52L8 (teenager) activities and also home visitations.
The Buddies Days activities usually involve going on a fun day out (9am – 3pm) with kids aged
6 – 12 years old. We usually go to places like Leanyer water park, rock climbing, Mandorah etc.
The 52L8 activities involve taking teenagers out on a Friday or Saturday night once a month to
activities like the footy, games nights etc. A Buddies Day group is pictured below.
The Five2L8 program provides for teenage boys 13-16 years old who are socially isolated or
dealing with ongoing conflict with an evening once a month where they can develop strong
friendships with children their own age and develop mentoring relationships with positive young
male role models in a small group setting.
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OUR LADY OF THE SACRED HEART CONFERENCE
President: David Reilly
Number of members: 10
No of new members: 3
Number of Home visits: 14
Number of Hospital visits: 50
Number of Assisted Individuals: 989

Works of Charity include:
Home and Hospital visits
Food Van
Alice Springs shop and warehouse
Emergency Relief
Mini-Vinnies activities
Winter blanket appeal
CEO Sleepout and other fundraising
activities

Kylie Henderson continued through most of the year as President of the Conference and stood
down in April. It was great to have a young person as President and we look forward to seeing
her in a leadership role in the future. Bernie O’Grady has continued as Vice President. Sr Regina
OLSH was replaced by Pat Monaghan in May as Spiritual Advisor.
The highlights of the past twelve months have included:
• The participation in the Bangtail Muster Parade held annually on the May Day Public Holiday.
The Conference was accompanied by our affiliated Mini Vinnies group to march in the parade.
This initiative was designed to raise the profile of Vinnies and was well received by the local
community.
• Associate member, Jenny Montefiore, took on the inaugural Alice Springs CEO Sleepout as a
Project and was very successful. Bernie O Grady and David Reilly supported her through this.
• The appointment of the new Centre Manager Melissa Durstan has helped to reinvigorate the
volunteers with a predominant focus on rebuilding the St. Vincent de Paul reputation in Alice
Springs. This has seen many new and past volunteers re-engage with our works and we
have gained 20 volunteers who assist in the running of the shop on Saturday mornings and
70 on weekdays. Melissa has promoted the Vinnies Profile in the community through Fashion
Parades, Displays at Shopping Centres, participation in Volunteers Week and organised a
successful Alice Springs Show Entrance Gate workforce to raise funds for the Society. As
a result of this effort, the community has developed a greater respect for the work of our
organisation.
• Mini-Vinnies continue to visit the elderly, make sandwiches for the Food Van, work at the shop
(below) and raise funds. Hospital Visits recommenced later in the year. Members, associate
members and volunteers continue to change according to personal and family commitments.
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OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS CONFERENCE
Acting President: Erica McMaster
Number of members: 7
Number of new members 1
Number of Home visits: 12
Christmas visits: 67
Number of Assisted Individuals: 361
Overseas Twin: St Markus Conference
Malang Jawa Timur Indonesia

Works of Charity include:
Prison Visitation
Working at Palmerston Centre
Emergency Relief
Christmas delivery of gifts and hampers
Home Visits

Sarah Morrissey, a Conference member, continues to support the Palmerston Centre each
Saturday morning and co-ordinate the roster of 12 enthusiastic volunteers from the local parish
School of the Sacred Heart.
We have five members running the Emergency Relief service 3 mornings a week from the
Palmerston Centre, which is our prime location for visits to occur. We mostly assist with basics
such as food, bond, utilities and referrals. Home visitations are arranged when people are assisted
with furnishing essentials eg: mattresses, table, chairs, whitegoods and other items for crisis or
newly acquired accommodation.
A new initiative at the ER centre is having family blessing cards & inspirational verse for interested
people to take. This has been a success - a little hope to take away! Rostered visitation by a
member to the Women’s prison occurs several times a year.
Conference meetings have continued at Kath Hall’s place providing support and spiritual reflection
as we continue our work as members. A few of our members were able to attend and appreciate
a retreat in May facilitated by Fr Troy Bobbin, National Spiritual Adviser.
We wish to thank all our supporters, the NT Council, all admin support and centre staff who help
us during the year.
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STAFF 2013/2014
Thanks to all staff past and present who have contributed their efforts this year to making the St
Vincent de Paul NT the caring organisation that it is. We very much appreciate your activies in
helping out those in need by assisting people with finding accommodation, sorting and selling
clothes to support our services, by providing administration to the organisation or giving a listening
ear when necessary.
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Current Employees

Employees that left us this year

Wayne Aberdeen
Chamari Alaharuwan
Shelley Andrews
Leisa Bagley
Viviane Besy
Bradley Bush
Michael Byrne
Nicole Coble
Yvonne Cowell
Wayne Cox
Joanne Lee Dowdy
Melissa Durston
Gaie Flanagan
James Gaston
Michael Goodrich
Anna Gotovac
Neil Gray
Minoushka Hesketh
Elizabeth Knott
Mark Lovelace
Bridie Maguire
Ian Mathieson
Peter Matts
Marianna Matyas
Dianne McNeil
Owen Mitchell
Susan Morris
Pam Neagle
Heidi Otto
Debra Pace
Susan Penfold
Paul Perryman
Melanie Rainford
Margaret Rogers
Pamela Stankiewicz
David Taylor
Cheryl Valodze
Shane Wilson
Diane Woods

Dean Chisholm
Haley Clarke
Pat Graham
Steve Hart
Ross Kinter
Deb Lally
Debrah Lee Lynch
Dan Madden
Kevin Johnson
Belinda Malone
Roman Melis
Maurence Skeen
David Thomson
Hannah Toon

Vinnies Alice Springs volunteers Celestia,
Debbie and Shannon at the Volunteering
SA/NT stall at Yeperenye Shopping Centre.

VINNIES PHOTO ALBUM 2013/2014

Long-time volunteer Colleen sews
skirts and mends clothing at the
Coconut Grove warehouse.

Participants from the Northern Territory had
a fantastic time at World Youth Day in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil.

Bishop Hurley (centre back) meets with staff and volunteers of the Katherine shop from right; Gaie
(manager), Maureen, Mila, Ida, Jenny, Rory and Pam.
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Volunteers Sean, Peter, Maria and Joy at
Darwin Centre dress up for Halloween.4 017.jpg

Sunset Outreach Service (Food Van)
volunteer Robyn provides a coffee.

Opening of the Vinnies shop at Malak.0

Volunteers from the Darwin Warehouse: Hedy, Dave and Gail at the Melbourne Cup luncheon.
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Our Governance
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STRUCTURE

The Society of the St Vincent de Paul (NT) Inc is a worldwide organisation operating in 149
countries. Our operational guide is The Rule, a document largely unchanged from when it was
written in 1835 and upon whose principles the organisation and its members follow. As an NT
based Incorporated Association, the Society has an updated and lodged constitution and we hold
the appropriate Deductible Gift Recipient endorsement and Insurances through Catholic Church
Insurance.
The NT Council oversees the work of the St Vincent de Paul Society in the NT. Its membership
constitutes the Presidents of the seven conferences. Five committees report to the NT Council and
most meet on a monthly basis. All conference members and volunteers are unpaid. The salaries
paid to staff members are comparable with similar organisations in the NT.
This past year has seen many improvements in governance including the requirement of all
members and volunteers to sign the current ‘Code of Conduct’; more stringent follow-ups of
volunteers with expired Ochre-cards and Police Checks; and improvements to Work Health and
Safety management. More formal policies and procedures within various work groups have also
been implemented.

NT Council

Committees:
Emergency Relief,
Finance, Centres,
Vincentcare and
Work Health and
Safety

HR Officer/PA to
President
Debra Pace

CEO
Betti Knott

Community and
Corporate Relations
Manager
Susan Penfold

Youth Coordinator
Michael Goodrich

Volunteer
Coordinator
Dr Fergal Fleming
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Conferences: Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, St
Paul’s, St Mary’s, Holy Family, Our Lady Help of
Christians, Holy Spirit, Mary MacKillop.

Operations Manager
- Vincentcare
Mike Byrne

Bakhita Centre
Ozanam House
Ormonde House
SOS and Food Vans

Reception/
Administration
Assistant
Shelley Andrews

Financial Controller
Paul Perryman

Operations
Manager - Centres
Wayne Cox

Finance Officer
Dianne McNeil

Warehouse
Darwin Centre
Palmerston Centre
Malak Centre
Katherine Centre
Tennant Creek Shop
Alice Springs Centre
Emergency Relief

Over 200 Volunteers
Working in all aspects of the
organisation.

NORTHERN TERRITORY COUNCIL MEMBERS

GERRY MCCORMACK
President

BETTI KNOTT
CEO

BILL BURFORD
Treasurer

MIKE GREEN
Vice President, Vincentcare

CLARISA LOPEZ
Youth Representative

DAVID REILLY
President, Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart Conference

MIKE BOWDEN
President, St Paul’s
Conference

SEAN PARNELL
President, St Mary’s
Conference

FRANK O’DONNELL
President, Holy Family
Conference

ERICA MCMASTER
Vice President Conferences,
President Our Lady Help of
Christians

VIN VICTORY
President, Holy Spirit
Conference, Vice President
Centres

MICAH THORBJORNSON
President, Mary MacKillop
Conference
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Our Finances

TREASURER’S REPORT
BILL BURFORD
The year started with a very strong result from the CEO sleepout, and $320k in transfers from
National Council and other states. This assistance was greatly appreciated.
On the operational side our revenue was slightly up on the previous year, however this was offset
by an increase in expenditure. The operational result for the year was very close to budget for the
year. The small deficit for the year of $29k was a very good result, however this was largely due to
transfers from other related entities.
We are not in a position to anticipate transfers at this level for the 2014/2015 year, and our budget
for the 2014/2015 year is a substantial deficit. All programs are aware of the need for strong
management.
Our cash equity is fairly strong at present and will support an operational loss. However the cash
equity will not be able to continue to support an operational deficit and we must try to turn this
deficit trend around.
My thanks go to our finance staff for their excellent efforts during the year. We are most fortunate
to have Paul and Dianne as members of our team.
A full set of audited Annual Financial Statements have been tabled for your information. The
summary appears in this annual report.
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AUDIT REPORT
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FINANCIALS
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Our Statistics
The largest portion of our income comes from Government funding and this goes towards the
running of our hostels and homeless outreach services. The Contribution/Fee for Service provides
income towards our accommodation services as it is the contribution provided by residents of
the hostels as well as the rent from units in Ted Collins Village; the latter being offset by the
Community Housing expense.
Our income from the sale of goods in our shops is almost equal in proportion (small surplus) to our
expenditure, including depreciation, in running our Centres and this had led to us examining how
we can improve their profitability. Again this year we have given 4% of expenditure away to people
in need as Emergency Relief but this equates to an increase of 14% on last year’s dollars.
Fundraising has increased for two reasons: Firstly, the increase in return from the Darwin CEO
Sleepout and the addition of Alice Springs as a venue. Secondly, due to online donations being
undertaken inhouse as a result of a new website rather than transferred by the St Vincent de Paul
Society (WA) Inc there has been a timing difference created which has led to a one-off increase in
the current year.
Program expenses include those for youth, volunteering, membership and the Immersion program
which have only the occasional event to raise money. Although 16% was spent on administration
it is difficult to compare this with other charities given that there is no National Standard on what
should be included.
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“DEAL WITH THOSE MOST
URGENT NEEDS. ORGANISE
CHARITY SO THAT IT IS MORE
EFFICIENT... TEACH READING
AND WRITING, EDUCATE WITH
THE AIM OF GIVING EACH THE
MEANS OF SELF SUPPORT.
INTERVENE WITH AUTHORITIES
TO OBTAIN REFORMS... THERE IS
NO CHARITY WITHOUT JUSTICE.”

St Vincent de Paul Society (NT) Inc.
107 Dick Ward Drive, Coconut Grove, 0810, NT.
Phone: (08) 8948 8100 Fax: (08) 8948 2844
Email: admin@svdpnt.org.au
Website: www.vinnies.org.au
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