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approach the St Vincent de
Paul Society in Tasmania is
taking.
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Greg enjoys a cuppa at the Blue
Door drop in centre in Canberra.

N ational P resi d ent ’ s R eport

When we stop learning we start dying. Learning is not
just what happens at school or university or TAFE, even
though these are very important places for learning.
Learning is something that can happen
no matter where we are or what we
are doing. It is something that all of
us need to keep doing, no matter how
old we are or experienced or how well
educated.

or the transport costs associated with
learning opportunities, at the end of
the day you are talking about costs that
a low-income household can usually
not afford.

Our first few years of life are like an
explosion of learning. We are new
to this world and the world is our
classroom.

The home, of course, is one of the most
important places for learning. When
your home is overcrowded learning is
hard. When you have no home learning
is even harder.

But when people are excluded and
forced to live in poverty, many of their
opportunities for learning are closed
off to them, even from infancy. This is
not to say that people living in poverty
are cut off from learning. In fact, it is
one of our greatest weaknesses that
we do not acknowledge, respect and
listen to the learning of the oppressed
in our midst!

Learning is important to the national
economy. Our levels of adult literacy
and numeracy are of concern,
especially among younger adults. We
do ourselves a disservice as a nation if
we fail to harness the human potential
of so many people who have been
abandoned to a life of poverty due to
the inequality of access to education
resources and opportunities.

When a society measures success
in terms of money and then accords
respect to the wealthy and either
pity or contempt for people living in
poverty, it blinds itself to the truth
about how wealth is accumulated on
the one hand while misery and despair
is accumulated on the other.

But it is not just about the economy. It
is about people’s sense of their own
humanity, their sense of their own
dignity as human beings, which is why I
suggest that when we stop learning we
start dying.

Nevertheless the sad reality is that
socio-economic status is the most
powerful determinant of educational
attainment (not to mention health
outcomes!). If you are struggling to
survive on a low income you are simply
unable to afford access to many of
the tools and resources for learning.
Whether you are talking about the cost
of guitar lessons, the cost of books,
school excursion costs, tutoring costs

And this is why the St Vincent de Paul
Society is so committed to learning
from the people we have the privilege
of standing in solidarity with. This is
why we must do more to learn from
the people we assist. This is also why
we are so passionate about playing
our role in building a more just and
compassionate society, one in which
no one is left out and everyone has a
place to learn. For learning is living.
Anthony Thornton
National President
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Chief E xe c u tive O ffi c er ’ s R eport

Above all else, Australia needs to urgently tackle
inequality. Not just income inequality or wealth
inequality but the inequality in education resources
and health resources and housing and transport and
childcare and employment and culture and recreation.
Dr Martin Luther King once famously
said that you can’t legislate to make
someone love you but you can legislate
to stop someone lynching you. One of
the characteristics of marginalisation is
often the fact of not even having a friend.
Friendship cannot be created by means
of legislation. Poverty, however, can
be eliminated by means of legislation.
Dr King on another occasion actually
said that he believed that the way for
poverty to be abolished was by means
of legislating a guaranteed minimum
income for all. Perhaps this is the kind of
proposal we should be fighting for. When
all is said and done, we should certainly
be looking forward to the day when the
St Vincent de Paul Society is needed
more in the fight against loneliness than
in the fight against homelessness!
Tackling inequality means investing
in high quality social and economic
infrastructure for the benefit of all.
It means high quality education and
health being completely accessible to
everyone regardless of their income or
their postcode, their gender, the colour
of their skin, or their disability.
It means guaranteeing appropriate
housing rather than abandoning
people to a private rental market that is
notoriously bad at meeting the needs of
low-income households.
In 2004, Tom Calma, then Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice
Commissioner, explained the difference
between formal and substantive equality:

8 | S t V in c ent d e Pa u l S o c iet y | national overview

“[I]f there are two people stuck down two
different wells, one of them is 5m deep
and the other is 10m deep, throwing
them both 5m of rope would only accord
formal equality. Clearly, formal equality
does not achieve fairness. The concept
of substantive equality recognises that
each person requires a different amount
of rope to put them both on a level
playing field.”
Tackling inequality means giving
everyone enough rope. As things stand
we often think nothing of giving extra
rope to those who stand above the wells
while leaving those who are stuck down
the wells with nothing but the view from
below and the dream of sunlight.
Social spending, regardless of the
screams of blue murder from those
who have more than enough rope,
helps build greater equality. This isn’t
just good for the people stuck down
the wells. It’s good for everyone since
the higher the level of inequality the
higher the rates of crime, mortality and
physical and mental illness. Inequality
is literally bad for our health. Social
spending includes, but does not stop
at, income support for the people who
are outside the labour market either
because they are unable to participate
in paid employment, due to such
reasons as age or sickness or caring
responsibilities, or because they are
able to work but remain unemployed or
underemployed. Well-targeted spending
is an investment in the health and well-

being of the nation as well as in the
overall productivity and participation
of the population. It means spending
on education and training, on
health, housing, transport; all the
important elements of social as well
as economic infrastructure, without
which we will all be poorer as a
nation.
I wish to pay tribute to the people who
have borne the brunt of inequality in
Australia: the woman and her kids
leaving a situation of violence and
forced to experience homelessness;
the Aboriginal man or woman who has
spent many years living with racism
and exploitation and who is now
facing health problems and the strong
possibility of a premature death; the
young woman who had access to few,
if any, opportunities and attended a
woefully under-resourced school and
who is now struggling to find work
even though she is willing to try her
hand at anything; the asylum seeker
who came to our shores with only a
nugget of hope in his pocket; and
the family who has lost its source of
income because of injury and illness.
In an environment where it is popular
to blame people for their poverty, I
urge you to salute these people for
their courage and to have the humility
to listen to their stories and to learn
from them. The truth told by the
people on the margins speaks louder
than the lies told about them.

Our members continue to witness
the daily struggle of the people in our
midst who have been left out or pushed
out. We continue to see the denial
of fundamental human rights such
as the right to appropriate housing,
employment and education: a place to
live, a place to work, a place to learn. We
also continue to see the unconscionable
persistence of health inequalities due to
disadvantage.
St Augustine of Hippo once said: “Hope
has two beautiful daughters. Their names
are anger and courage. Anger at the way
things are and courage to see that they do
not remain the way they are.”
It is true that many of us feel worn
down by the unremitting resistance to
our project of building a more just and
compassionate Australia. But this is
nothing compared to the cruelty and
humiliation meted out to the people
who continue to be excluded, from the
First Peoples to the most recent arrivals,
and everyone in-between who has been
locked out of the prosperity this nation
is known for. It is because of these
courageous people, who we are proud
to stand in solidarity with, that we refuse
to stop at anger and we dare to have the
courage to speak the truth about the
emergence of two Australias and the
truth about how this trajectory can be
changed.
Dr John Falzon
Chief Executive Officer
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A d vo c a c y an d R esear c h

Overseas experience teaches us that austerity
measures are always translated into greater suffering
for the poor. This is why we advocate vigorously for
sensible, well-targeted social spending funded by
fair and strongly progressive taxation as a means to
building a more equitable society.
The St Vincent de Paul Society in Australia
is committed to advocating for the three
priorities we have identified:
A place to live: addressing the shortage
of social housing as a means of reducing
homelessness; ensuring that nobody
is excluded from the human right to
housing, whether they are the First
Peoples, the most recent arrivals seeking
asylum, or anyone in between, especially
people on low incomes or who are outside
the labour market.
A place to work: addressing the issue
of insecure work as well as building
bridges to meaningful and sustainable
employment for people who are
structurally locked out of the labour
market; ensuring that people outside the
labour market, including sole parents,
are able to live with dignity rather than in
poverty.
A place to learn: addressing the inequality
of education resources and opportunities
that weighs down the lives of children
from disadvantaged families; providing
further education and training for all who
are excluded; investment in education
from early childhood to higher education
as a means of preventing exclusion and
promoting participation and productivity,
as well as being a way of honouring and
acknowledging human dignity.
The Society’s distinctive approach to
issues of social justice, according to
our governing document The Rule (I:

10 | S t V in c ent d e Pa u l S o c iet y | national overview

7.4), must be that we: “see them from
the perspective of those we visit who
suffer from injustice.” This means that
we hold sacred the right of people to
play an active role in determining their
own futures and that we are bound to
listen to their stories and learn from
their experience, helping them “to speak
for themselves” (I:7.5) and when they
cannot, then speaking “on behalf of
those who are ignored.” (I:7.5)
To this end we have spoken out during
2013 in over 200 media interviews, in
public fora, in meetings with Ministers
and other community organisations on a
wide variety of issues that affect the lives
of the people we assist and with whom
we stand in solidarity. These issues have
included: welfare reform, family poverty,
the Budget, employment participation,
the minimum wage, place-based
approaches to disadvantage,
measurement and reporting of poverty
and inequality, discrimination,
income management, older women
and homelessness, Human Services
reform, human rights, planning an
inclusive economy, out-of-home
care and disadvantage, models
for early intervention and family
support, gambling reform, financial
capability, prison reform, the ACNC
reform agenda, insecure work, family
centred employment, microfinance,
Youth Allowance, TAFE, diversion from
custody to prevent later homelessness,

energy costs, the working poor, social
expenditure, the National Commission
of Audit, Parenting Payments,
Newstart, emergency relief, housing
justice, refugee policy, homelessness,
Aboriginal inequality, education
funding reform, violence towards
women as a contributing factor to
homelessness, mental health, social
determinants of health, social inclusion
and Charity Law.

Left out in the lucky country, Keynote
Address to the PHAA National Social
Inclusion and Complex Needs
Conference, Canberra, 15 April 2013

The struggle for equality, Keynote
Address, St Vincent de Paul Society
Victoria Anti-Poverty Week Homelessness
Forum, Melbourne, 15 October 2013

The Crucified People, Presentation
to Mission One Heart Many Voices
Conference, Sydney, 30 April 2013

The language of the unheard, Keynote
Address, St Vincent de Paul Society
Wollongong Anti-Poverty Week Forum,
Wollongong, 16 October 2013

Speeches, Papers & Presentations

Change will not come from above,
Keynote Address, Communities in Control
Conference, Melbourne, 27 May 2013

Welfare and Work, UnitingCare Web
Conference, Canberra, 7 November 2012
The Structure of Inequality, Treasury
Social Policy Division Planning Day,
Canberra, 7 November 2012
Child Protection and Social Exclusion,
Families Australia Social Policy Forum,
ANU, Canberra, 12 November 2012
A decision to resist, Speech at the Book
Launch of A Decision to Discriminate,
ANU, Canberra 13 November 2012
The struggle to create a new humanity,
Speech at the Book Launch of The
language of the unheard, Canberra 7
December 2012
Immersing ourselves in the language
of the unheard, Speech at the Book
Launch of The language of the unheard,
Melbourne 14 December 2012
The truth told by those on the margins
is louder than the lies told about them,
SVDP NSW Social Justice Forum Keynote
Address, 2 March 2013

From monologue to dialogue, Panel
Presentation to Mission One Heart Many
Voices Conference, Sydney, 30 April 2013

All that matters, Keynote Address, St
Vincent de Paul Society Victorian Youth
Congress, Melbourne, 31 May 2013
Justice is inevitable, Panel Presentation,
Homelessness Forum, ANU, Canberra, 6
June 2013
The language of the unheard, Faith on
Tap, Darwin, 19 June 2013
The revolution is a matter of love, CEO
Sleepout Keynote Address, Fannie Bay
Gaol, Darwin, 20 June 2013
Welfare Reform in a time of NeoLiberalism, Keynote Address, National
Welfare Rights Network Conference,
Brisbane 22 July 2013
Perspectives on Social Inclusion, APS
Panel Discussion, Canberra Theatre, 30
August 2013
The language of the unheard, Community
STaR Guest Lecture, Liverpool Hospital,
12 September 2013

Bread and Hope, Social Justice Forum,
Therry Centre, East Maitland, 6 March
2013.

What makes a decent society? Medical
Grand Rounds Guest Lecture, St Vincent’s
Hospital, Melbourne, 23 September 2013

The struggle against injustice, the
struggle to be human, Keynote Address,
Social Justice Dinner, East Maitland, 6
March 2013.

Struggle and Hope, Keynote Address,
Compeer 10th Anniversary Celebration, St
Vincent de Paul Society Victorian State
Office, Melbourne, 23 September 2013

The battle is brewing against the
excluded, Speech to the Secure
Jobs and Better Society Summit, Old
Parliament House, Canberra, 13 March
2013

Our liberation, Keynote Address, St
Vincent de Paul Society Victoria AntiPoverty Week Forum, Bendigo, 14 October
2013

We must change, CEO Sleepout National
Media Launch Speech, Sydney Opera
House, 10 April 2013

The language of the unheard, Keynote
Address, St Vincent de Paul Society
Victoria Anti-Poverty Week Forum,
Melbourne, 14 October 2013

Will the poor always be with us? AntiPoverty Week Debate Speech, University
of Canberra, 17 October 2013
The language of the unheard, Keynote
Address, Social Security Rights Victoria
AGM, Melbourne 29 October 2013
Change will come from below, Guest
Lecture, ANZSOG Institute for Governance,
University of Canberra, 4 November 2013
The role of government, Panel
Presentation, Progress 2013 Conference,
Melbourne Town Hall, 7 November 2013
Poverty in the land of plenty, Address to
the CPSU Governing Council, Sydney 21
November 2013
Housing and Homelessness, Keynote
Address, ACT Shelter AGM/Policy Forum,
Canberra 24 November 2013
Social Change is inevitable, Keynote
Address, Council to Homeless Persons
AGM/ Parity Launch, Melbourne Town
Hall, 27 November 2013
PUBLICATIONS
“Hearing the unheard at Christmas”,
Eureka Street, 20 December 2012,
http://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.
aspx?aeid=34674
“Our Bethlehems”, The Record, Summer
2012-2013
“The joys and the hopes”, The Record,
Summer 2012-2013
“The language of the unheard”, Aurora,
February 2013
The language of the unheard”, The
Newcastle Herald, 5 March 2013
“You won’t solve poverty by blaming the
poor”, Working Life, 12 March 2013, http://
workinglife.org.au/2013/03/12/you-wontsolve-poverty-by-blaming-the-poor/

national overview | S t V in c ent d e Pa u l S o c iet y | 11

“All the necessary ingredients for social
inclusion are already here”, The Record,
Autumn 2013
“Mental health and detention”, The
Record, Autumn 2013
“Every breath is a new beginning”,
www.tafecommunityalliance.org , March
2013
“Homelessness is everyone’s problem”,
Crikey, 19 April 2013, http://www.crikey.
com.au/2013/04/19/st-vincent-depaul-chief-homelessness-is-everyonesproblem/?wpmp_switcher=mobile
“Gonski changes mean all can reach
learning potential”, The Canberra
Times, National Times, 19 April 2013
http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/
politics/gonski-changes-mean-all-canreach-learning-potential-201304182i2so.html#ixzz2RFCH1td1
“Labor goes from Robin Hood to the
Sheriff of Nottingham”, Eureka Street,
16 May 2013, http://www.eurekastreet.
com.au/article.aspx?aeid=36293

“Humiliation at the heart of
homelessness”, Eureka Street, 17 June,
2013, http://www.eurekastreet.com.au/
article.aspx?aeid=36646#.UbqxZOdHL6U
“Locking out the poor”, Adelaide Voices,
June-August 2013
“Another World: where no one is left out
in the cold”, The Record, Winter 2013
“The Society’s role in supporting early
childhood intervention”, The Record,
Winter 2013
“Fairer go for millions caught in the
poverty trap”, The Daily Telegraph, 12
August 2013, http://www.dailytelegraph.
com.au/news/opinion/a-fairer-go-formillions-caught-in-poverty-trap/storyfni0cwl5-1226695049254
“Australian democracy needs an
intrusion of the excluded”, Eureka
Street, 18 August 2013, http://
www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.
aspx?aeid=37082#.UhL4bNJHJio
“The intrusion of the excluded”, Adelaide
Voices, September- November 2013
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“We are the ones we have been waiting for”,
The Record, Spring 2013
“How best to measure the cost of living?”,
The Record, Spring 2013
“Welfare and unemployment”, The Record,
Spring 2013
Two Australias: a report on poverty in the land
of plenty
“Welfare doesn’t cause poverty – it is
necessary for more equality”, 16 October
2013, http://www.theguardian.com/
commentisfree/2013/oct/16/welfare-doesntcause-poverty-it-is-necessary-for-moreequality
“Illegals”, Vol 26, No 10, November 2013
“Re-framing the Links Between
Homelessness and Health: Insights from the
Social Determinants of Health Perspective”,
Parity Vol 26, No 10, November 2013
“Enough Rope”, The Record, Summer 20132014
“Affordable healthcare – treating chronic
wounds”, The Record, Summer 2013-2014

photo by Sandeep Singh

“What are the social determinants of
health?” The Record, Summer 2013-2014

Submission on Proposed Financial
Reporting Requirements

“Smoking and compounding
disadvantage – the new movement to
empower people to quit smoking”, The
Record, Summer 2013-2014

Submission on the Fair Work
Amendment (Tackling Job Insecurity)
Bill 2012

“The Christmas story’s whisper from the
edges”, Eureka Street, December 2013,
http://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.
aspx?aeid=38632#.UsYSg43xvm4
“Be less charitable – instead be more
equitable”, The Canberra Times, National
Times, 18 December 2013, http://www.
canberratimes.com.au/comment/
be-less-charitable--instead-be-moreequitable-20131217-2zj66.html
INQUIRIES
Submission on Regulatory Impact
Assessment of Potential Duplication of
Governance and Reporting Standards for
Charities
Submission on Development of
Governance Standards Consultation
Paper

Submission to the Inquiry into Feasibility of
a Prohibition on the Charging of Fees for an
Unlisted (Silent) Number Service
Submission to the Inquiry into the Value
of a Justice Reinvestment Approach to
Criminal Justice in Australia

Submission to Australia’s
Humanitarian Program: 2013-14
Consultations

Submission on the Housing Payment
Deduction Scheme
Submission to Inquiry into TAFE

Submission to the Inquiry into
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Peoples Recognition Bill 2012

Submission to Treasury on a Statutory
Definition of Charity

Submission on the Migration
Amendment (Unauthorised Maritime
Arrivals and Other Measures) Bill
Submission in response to Not-For-Profit
Sector’s Tax Concession Working Group
Discussion Paper: “Fairer, simpler and
more effective tax concessions for the notfor-profit sector”
Contribution to the public hearing on
the Parliamentary Joint Committee
on Human Rights examination of
the Migration (Regional Processing)
package of legislation

Submission to the Inquiry on the Social
Security Amendment (Supporting More
Australians into Work) Bill 2013
Royal Commission into Institutional
responses to child sexual abuse,
Consultation on Issues Paper No. 1:
Working with Children Checks
Submission to the Inquiry into the Public
Housing Tenants’ Support Bill
Submission to Refugee Council of Australia
Annual Consultation on Refugees,
Migration and Offshore Processing
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Submission to the National Commission
of Audit
Submission to the Inquiry into Schedule
2 of the Social Services and Other
Legislation Amendment Bill 2013
JOINT CAMPAIGNS
COAG Support for Mental Health
Roadmap
Asylum Seeker Resource Centre Human
Rights Champion 2013
Sole Parents Campaign
Newstart Campaign
Campaign on the National Disability
Insurance Scheme and people with
intellectual disability on the fringe of
society
National Families Week Ambassador

A welcome development in
homelessness funding, 14 November
2012

Vinnies urges remaining States to
support Better Schools Plan, 25 July
2013

St Vincent de Paul Society condemns
latest decision on refugees, 22
November 2012

Vinnies welcomes PM’s renewed pledge
to halve homelessness, 25 July 2013

No social inclusion without social
security, 26 November 2012
Inquiry acknowledges Newstart
inadequacy but fails to fix it, 29
November 2012

Vinnies warns incoming government:
Don’t take us for granted, 6 September
2013

Poker machines continue to harm
families, 21 January 2013

Vinnies warns against a return to old
welfare policies, 20 September 2013

St Vincent de Paul Society supports
single mums’ protest, 4 February 2013

Vinnies tells government: “It’s time for
new thinking on poverty”, 16 October
2013

Statement in support of UN World Social
Justice Day, 20 February 2013

Asylum Seeker Resource Centre Human
Rights Champion 2013

International Women’s Day, 8 March
2013

Campaign on the rights of asylum seekers

Living and working in poverty: Single
Mums rally against cuts, 12 April 2013

National Social Inclusion and Complex
Needs Conference Declaration on
Working Together to Achieve Better
Outcomes for People and Communities
Joint statement by Australian nongovernment organisations on the first
anniversary of the report on the Expert
Panel on Asylum Seekers

2013 Election Statement: Australia
needs an Anti-Poverty Strategy, 22
August 2013

It’s time we welcomed refugees instead
of punishing them, 20 December 2012

Open Letter on Newstart

Campaign for education funding reform

Vinnies calls for action on hidden
homelessness, 5 August 2013

Vinnies Budget plea: “Don’t abandon
people to poverty”, 9 May 2013
Asylum seekers without working rights
forced to turn to charity, 9 May 2013
National Volunteers’ Week: Reflecting
on volunteers past and present, 12 May
2013

“Refugees being treated like nonpeople”- Vinnies, 17 December 2013
Christmas message: Work with us, 19
December, 2013
Participation in
Independent Review of Centrepay
Department of Human Services’ Council
on Strategy and Innovation.
ACOSS Board of Directors
Australian Social Inclusion Board
Churches Gambling Taskforce

RESEARCH PROJECTS

Federal Budget response: Newstart still
the fast track to despair, 14 May 2013

Council of Non-Government
Organisations on Mental Health

Two Australias: a report on poverty in the
land of plenty

Opposition policy set to further
marginalise the poor, 21 May 2013

Social Determinants of Health Alliance

Promoting inclusion and combating
deprivation: recent changes in social
disadvantage in Australia. (UNSW
Social Policy Research Centre Research
Collaboration)

Time to formally recognise the
contribution of the First Peoples, 29 May
2013

Residents’ Voices, Place Communities
and Disadvantage, UWS, Loyola
University Chicago
ACOSS Poverty and Inequality Project
MEDIA RELEASES
Let’s work towards an Australia free from
homelessness, 12 November 2012

Vow to help asylum seekers and relay the
truth about their lives, 19 June 2013
Restore Rights to Refugees, 2 July 2013
NAIDOC Week 2013: A vision for equal
rights and dignity, 7 July 2013
Condemnation for government’s asylum
seeker policy – cruel and inhumane,
22 July 2013 (Joint media release with
ACOSS)
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skill sharing

The St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland offers
a settlement service program with an educational
twist that gives women the chance to learn a new
skill and socialise.
The Inala Sewing Group is run for
women who have been refugees. This
small group of women and dedicated
volunteers spend 12 weeks together,
where they learn basic sewing skills
while enjoying each other’s company.
The group also provides an opportunity
for people from different ethnic
communities to meet and bond through
a common purpose.
The most recent group of 41 women
were guided by a group of experienced
volunteers who passionately pass on
their sewing skills. Volunteers have
been professional seamstresses or have
a lifelong passion for the craft.
The Society’s Migrant and Refugee
committee assists the program and

enabled the purchase of five machines,
an overlocker and a range of sewing
equipment. Thanks to external grants, a
further five machines, an overlocker and
embroidery machine were purchased for
the group.
During the course the women have
made items including tote bags, baby
blankets, pillow cases, children’s
clothes, skirts, traditional dresses,
quilts and general mending. All items
have been made with fabric sourced
from the Sumner Park Centre of Charity
warehouse. The women even got
the chance to be creative turning old
donated bed blankets and sheets into
vibrant Somali style patchwork blankets.
More recently, participants enjoyed a
trip to the local Spotlight store. Here the
women learnt about purchasing fabrics,
different types of fabric, the many
different sewing tools available as well
as considering the range of machines
available for purchase.
The group has been a safe, supportive
and educational environment to
learn to sew, as well as a venue to
meet people from the mainstream
Australian community. The Inala Sewing
Group is funded by the Department
of Immigration and Border Protection
under the Settlement Grants Program.
The Society’s settlement services assist
migrants and refugees to become
self-reliant and empowered so they
may participate equitably in their new
community. The service is offered across
Brisbane South and Ipswich.
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From cave-dwelling
to the classroom
Greg is just one of the many people who
have benefited from the opportunities
at the OLC. Greg came from a troubled
home where his alcoholic father, who
was affected by Agent Orange, was
abusive to his mother as well as Greg
and his siblings.
Many years later, as an adult, Greg
made a seemingly happier home with
his then wife and her three children.
After six years, Greg arrived home to
discover his wife with another man.
She subsequently kicked Greg out of
the house. Things got worse from there.
Because Greg had been in the process
of starting up his own welding business,
he was not only left without a home, but
also without an income.
He started sleeping around various
railway stations, mostly in the Blue
Mountains area, until on a bushwalk
one day he discovered a cave. The cave
became Greg’s home for two and a half
years. After his time in the wilderness,
Greg came to the realisation it was no
way to live and sought help. He was
referred to the Matthew Talbot Hostel
where he not only found shelter, but
was able to utilise the facilities at the
Ozanam Learning Centre.
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From living in a cave, Greg is now
renting in Paddington and completing a
16-week course at TAFE on Community
Engagement and Outreach. His next
goal is to attain a Certificate II in
Welfare, so that he can go on to gain
full- time employment as a peer support
worker. He feels that he can potentially
be a voice for other people who are
experiencing homelessness. Greg said:
“Vinnies has made me feel like I am part
of society again, like I am a respected
member of the community.”

personal approa c h

The Ozanam Learning Centre (OLC) in Woolloomooloo
is a Special Work of the St Vincent de Paul Society
Support Services that provides opportunities for
people experiencing disadvantage to break the cycle
of homelessness and poverty.
To achieve this, the OLC offers a range
of education programs, recreation
activities, a drop-in day centre and
an extensive information and referral
service in a safe, supportive and nonjudgmental environment.

Mr Freer said that one of the great
advantages of the program was that it
had given students a foot in the door
to further education at TAFE, and even
university.

At the OLC, education is being used to
engage the most disadvantaged and
marginalised people in our community,
giving them an opportunity to improve
their lot in life.

TAFE NSW has formed a great partnership
with the Matthew Talbot Hostel and
the Ozanam Learning Centre, with a
Memorandum of Understanding existing
between the two organisations to deliver
these crucial education programs.

TAFE Outreach Coordinator, Guy Freer
explained that the main aim of the
program is to try and engage people in a
positive manner.

Holding the courses at the Ozanam
Learning Centre, away from an
institution, is one of the great strengths
of the program according to Mr Freer.

“A high proportion of the people we
work with here at the OLC have had a
bad experience of education to date. We
have to try another approach to engage
them,” he said.

“It’s a great model, the two organisations
working together. The openness of the
OLC staff is crucial and makes it easy for
us to get things happening,” he said.

Rather than simply offer basic how
to do courses, the program tries to
offer students skills that can lead to
employment opportunities.

Mr Freer said it is amazing to see the
change in some of the students as they
go through the courses. He explains that
many of the students are people in crisis
with their own identity, and a simple
thing such as getting a student identity
card means the world to them.
“You see amazing changes, one of our
students even got off heroin in their bid
to attend all the classes. Many people
come to us with mental health issues,
and alcohol and drug dependency; they
have broken spirits that need to be put
back together again,” he said.
“We provide much more than education,
we are looking at the whole person.”
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This group has
a fun excursion
into the CBD
as part of
Vinnies SPARK
program in
Sydney.

A growing spark

Since 2006, St Vincent de Paul Society Assisting
Refugee Kids (SPARK), a Special Work of the St
Vincent de Paul Society, has facilitated the settlement
of children and families of refugee backgrounds
through a range of holistic educational, social and
cultural programs, providing hope for a chance to start
a new life free from persecution, fear and violence.
Partnered with 16 primary schools across
Western Sydney, SPARK is providing
crucial support to over 300 children and
families.
The Bright Sparks program is an after
school activities club where volunteers
work one on one with children to provide
language, homework, communication
and other support.
The program facilitates important
opportunities for contact, mutual
understanding and respect between
newly arrived children and parents and
their school community.
Recently SPARK, in conjunction with
the Catholic Education Office and the
Australian Catholic University (ACU)
organised an excursion to ACU for year
five and six SPARK students and their
parents.
The aim of the excursion was to raise
the aspirations of SPARK students to
continue with further study after school,
as well as encourage conversations
at school and at home about the
future work and study goals of SPARK
participants and their family members.
Through visiting an Australian university
SPARK hoped to demystifying ideas
what a university experience is about by
meeting lecturers and students, some of
similar backgrounds to them.

SPARK volunteers helped to prepare
the students for the excursion during
their SPARK sessions by talking about
what they would like to do when
they finish school and how can they
achieve these goals.
One student said, “I would like to go to
university to learn how to run my own
business. I will start it small and then
grow it big.”
Another student said, “I would like
to do a course to learn how to raise
money to help people who are not as
lucky as me.”
SPARK Program Coordinator Micaela
O’Reilly said the day was a great
success.
“The feedback provided by parents
and students was extremely positive.
We hope that through excursions
like this we can give hope to SPARK
students and their families about
further study and education once they
leave school,” she said.
The services offered by SPARK not
only help to make the transition
into Australia life easier for children
and their families, they also help
in building lasting friendships
among volunteers and participants,
celebrating the ethos of the St Vincent
de Paul Society.
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H an d in han d

The Vinnies Youth Homework Centre Program in
Perth celebrated its 10th anniversary in 2013 and has
helped hundreds of young students with their literacy
and numeracy skills.
The unique program assists children in
year’s three to seven who are struggling
to complete their homework. Since
2003, over 200 children have been
through the program and over 270
volunteers have given 3,840 volunteer
hours in support of the program.
The aim of the Homework Centre
Program is to improve children’s
schoolwork, while also developing
important life skills such as team work,
problem solving, interpersonal and
communication skills. The program also
incorporates a healthy afternoon tea
to students, helping them with them
with their concentration and providing
examples of healthy snacks and the
experience to share a meal.
The program runs on a Wednesday
afternoon every week of school term at
the Society’s head office in WA, Ozanam
House, located in Belmont. Many of
the children who attend are at risk of
falling behind in their schooling and
are referred to the program through the
Society’s Home Visitation program, the
Society’s Call Centre or by their school.
Braydon, one on the children who
attended the program for a couple of
years, lives with his grandfather who is
in his mid-70s. The program provided
an opportunity one afternoon a week
for Braydon to be with other young
children his own age and in similar
circumstances. He was supported
and mentored by the volunteers
and it was reported his involvement
in the program has had a positive

22 | S t V in c ent d e Pa u l S o c iet y | national overview

impact on his school attendance and
behaviour. He loved being part of the
program and his confidence and self
esteem grew to the point where he
began to show leadership among the
other participants. The program also
provided an afternoon of respite for his
grandfather and also meant Braydon
was able to get the assistance with his
homework that he felt he was struggling
to provide, in turn making their home
environment happier.
The program began when the Society
was approached by the leading
accounting firm, Ernest and Young, who
were looking for meaningful ways for
their staff to engage with the community
by volunteering in a program that made
a genuine difference to the lives of
people in need. They identified that
education was one of the key aspects of
breaking the poverty cycle and together
with staff and volunteers from the
Vinnies Youth team, the Vinnies Youth
Homework Centre Program concept was
developed.
“The Homework Centre is one of the
best corporate volunteering programs
I’ve been a part of,” said the Society’s
manager of membership and volunteer
services, Rebecca Callaghan.
“Not only do the Ernest and Young staff
volunteer directly with the kids at the
centre, they also coordinate a great deal
of the behind the scenes work through
the Homework Centre committee. Since
the program’s inception the volunteers
have played a vital role in volunteer

“To be a volunteer you have to be kind,
caring, patient and willing to give up
your time for others. To me that is the
definition of the volunteers I’ve worked
with. They all come in with a smile on
their face knowing that the maths sums a
teacher will give to a year 7 will get them
thinking. I know they put in an effort to
come each week and they always knew my
name and still remember it now two years
down the track.
I distinctly remember sitting there saying
“I don’t want to do my maths homework”,
and refusing to write anything down. I
must have been a headache, but they kept
coming back week after week knowing
what they were doing was helping us in
very big ways.

Photos courtesy the St Vincent de Paul Society of New South Wales

The volunteers always made us smile and
we left to go home feeling energetic and
knowing we’ve learnt something new.”

Supporters of the Vinnies Youth Homework Centre in Perth at 10th anniversary celebrations.

recruitment, training, rostering and
program development. The sense of
ownership of the program is definitely
shared by both organisations.”
Vinnies Youth programs are based on
showing children at risk a ‘different way’
by providing positive role models and
support. Ernst and Young continue to
provide support both financially and
through their corporate volunteering
program.

“It was very impressive from my
perspective to see such a solid program
in place, which has had such longevity,”
said the accounting firm’s partner,
Martin Caplice.
“We’re very proud that we have a
number of staff who have been involved
in the project from its inception. It’s
something we look very much forward to
continuing over the next 10 years,” Mr
Caplice said.

Cassandra
Former HWC student
“I love homework centre! The volunteers
are very nice to me. I don’t like homework
but the volunteers make it much easier
and fun too. Enrichment is the best part of
the day because we all get together and
make cool stuff.”
Harry (name changed)
Former HWC student
“I think the volunteers are very nice, funny
and helpful. I hate homework! But on
Wednesdays with the volunteers, I love it.
I love walking in the door and seeing the
same people that help me all the time.
My favourite part is enrichment because
we get to make a lot of amazing things
like pots made out of clay and posters
and a lot of other amazing things. I think
Homework Centre is great and I want it to
last forever.”
Sarah (name changed)
Former HWC student
“I think the volunteers are very nice and
friendly. Homework is very boring but
they make it fun. Enrichment is a lot of fun
because we all get to make cool things to
take home.”
Nicole (name changed)
Former HWC student
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M astering new te c hniq u es

Vinnies Family Services run by the St Vincent de Paul
Society Territory Council of Canberra Goulburn, which
provides transitional accommodation and support for
families experiencing homelessness.
Leanne is one of the people living in
transitional accommodation and her
story is an example of how Vinnies
Homeground workers can help. Leanne
had expressed interest in growing
her own vegetables and met with the
Vinnies Homeground worker shortly
after she moved into the property.
Leanne was helped to create a
vegetable garden by the Vinnies
Homeground worker. Leanne enjoyed
tending the garden and her garden
became a morning mission that helped
her get of bed each day.
Leanne then learnt how to take care of
her lawn and “drove” a lawnmower for
the first time! She also planted flowers
to beautify her yard.
When Leanne moved into more
stable public housing, Homeground

continued working with her in her new
home. She raised her own vegetables
from seed, and began work clearing an
overgrown garden, enlisting the help of
her children and some friends.
Leanne was then supported further by
Homeground to mulch the front yard
and plant new flowerbeds, re-seed
the bare patches of lawn and build a
chicken run. Her first eggs are now not
far away.
Leanne actively promotes the benefits of
growing fresh food and having a garden
to her friends and family. Through the
support of Homeground she has now
mastered the techniques and has the
confidence to independently tend her
garden. Leanne plans to extend her
vegetable garden to supply her family
and friends with fresh food.
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F resh start

The Fresh Start program is a shining light of the new
approach the St Vincent de Paul Society in Tasmania is
taking to the people it assists.
The project commenced in April 2013
and was made possible through funding
from the Tasmanian Department of
Premier and Cabinet, Financial Literacy
Exchange Program.
The program aims to improve life skills
mentoring and support capacity of
Conference members, to enable them
to deliver financial literacy, resilience
and budgeting support to achieve better
outcomes for those we assist in the
community.
This initiative has been delivered across
the state in four stages. The first stage
was to produce resources. A referral
manual, brochure for the program,
appointment structure and guide for
improving money management have all
been developed.
The second stage of the Fresh Start
program included a series of three
workshops held across the state
involving members from almost every
conference. This three phase workshop
series has been developed to build
on the skills of our members who
regularly assist with emergency relief, to
enable better referrals to other service
providers and helping the people we
assist with the life skill of working out
their own budget, thus becoming self
-sufficient.
The third stage involves putting these
enhanced skills to work. This stage is
already underway in most areas of the
state and is being well received by the
people we assist. Feedback from the

Fresh Start co-ordinators Melissa White and
Sheryl Rainbird

majority of people who have already
completed the program is that they now
feel better able to stick to a budget and
feel that they can now set a goal.
The final stage of the program will
be delivered early in 2014. This will
involve training Fresh Start champions
to continue the workshops already
developed, to ensure the program will
be ongoing for the Society.
The program has been designed to
be delivered with a non-threatening
gentle approach over a number of
appointments, with the idea of building
rapport with the person we are assisting
and making sure they are comfortable
with the process. It is about encouraging
and praising them for the positives
and for what they currently do well, for
setting goals, whether they are large
or small, keeping in mind that we can
never assume that a person’s wants and
needs are the same as ours.
The Fresh Start program is about
empowering people to move forward,
not entrenching them in poverty by
using a Band-Aid approach.
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workpla c e parti c ipation

Since it was established in 2010 the Vincentian
Alliance has identified that the best pathway out of
homelessness and poverty is education, training and
employment. Moreover, one of the biggest barriers
to finding employment is having the appropriate
level of literacy, numeracy, IT, communication and
organisational skills, and many cases, confidence and
recent experience in a work setting.
The key stakeholders of the Vincentian
Alliance are the St Vincent de Paul
Society in South Australia, the Hutt
Street Centre and the Frederic Ozanam
Housing Association, The LEAP
(Learning Education and Pathways)
Program is a South Australian St Vincent
de Paul Society initiative, partly funded
by the Department of Further Education,
Employment, Science and Technology
(DFEEST) and has operated in five
Vinnies Family Centres across the state
since 2010.
The program supports numerous entry
points for participants to access a range
of options to develop further learning,
community networks and workplace
participation opportunities.
Whilst enrolled in LEAP, participants are
able to apply their emerging skills and
knowledge into either an in-store work
placement, further study and/or training
and volunteering opportunities.
This meaningful learning and
experience builds the participant’s skill

base, independence, self confidence
and self-esteem whilst engaging with
their community networks. This leads
ultimately to employment and pathways
out of homelessness.
After a recent conversation with a LEAP
trainee the positive outcomes
of what can happen when enrolled in
the program were again confirmed.
Having been at great risk of becoming
homeless for a whole range of reasons,
a LEAP trainee, with help from the
LEAP team, was able to find new and
affordable accommodation for herself
and her young son.
“I am now able to make better life
choices for us. Having a permanent
address means I can now look for local
employment and establish an educational
future for my son,” she said.
She has also established connections
with a local doctor’s office to address
her ongoing medical issues. Life is
beginning to change for the better for
her and her son.
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a d d itional lang u ages

Ormonde House is a twelve bed hostel in Katherine in the
Northern Territory. With the help of Oriel, an Education
Officer Specialist in English Additional Language (EAL)
at Group Schools in Katherine, and Jo-Anne, the author
of Get Reading Right, Ormonde House has developed a
literacy program for its residents.
Moses, 29, is one of Ormonde House’s
star students. His goal is to learn to read
so that one day he can become a Priest.
Moses has fought drug and alcohol
addictions and has been clean and sober
for four years despite being surrounded
by family and friends some of whom
continue to drink and hum-bug him. It
gets Moses down at times but his faith

gets him through and he prays for them as
well. The national success rate for sobriety
is around 16 to 20% so his strength,
courage, determination and willpower are
amazing. These great attributes mean that
it is highly likely that he will achieve his
dreams of learning to read and going on to
be a Priest.
Oriel has been coming to Ormonde House
to advise the Manager of Ormonde House,
Dianne, how to teach Moses and providing
resources for the past six months. In
August Jo-Anne was in the Northern
Territory and called into Ormonde House
to meet Moses whom she has now
sponsored. Jo-Anne has donated an iPad,
headphones and computer program to
Ormonde so that we can continue to
provide the literacy program.
Moses has stayed at Ormonde House for a
year while waiting for a one bedroom flat
to become available. Oriel, Jo-Anne and
Dianne will continue to support him and
assist him to achieve his goals when he
does eventually move into his own flat.
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About English Additional
Language (EAL)
The term ‘English as an Additional
Language or Dialect’ (EAL/D) is used in
relation to Northern Territory learners
who speak languages other than
Standard Australian English (SAE) at
home. About 40 per cent of Northern
Territory school students speak
languages other than SAE at home.
Standard Australian English is
Australia’s national language. All
students have the right:
•

to be taught to communicate
effectively in Standard Australian
English

•

to understand how the English
language works

•

to think in and learn through English

•

to be given access to the cultural
understandings that it carries.

While EAL/D learners already have
an established first language as a
base to acquire and learn from, the
stages through which they develop SAE
are different to those who are native
speaking SAE learners in school. EAL/D
learners require teaching approaches
that build on the knowledge they

already have as first language users and
the knowledge they need as additional
language learners.
EAL/D learners are not only learning SAE
but are expected to learn in and through
English across the curriculum. This
means that all educators in Northern
Territory schools are responsible for
meeting the language learning needs of
the EAL/D students in their classes.
The Catholic Education Office provides
professional learning for teachers in
supporting the language and learning
needs of EAL/D learners and supports
quality assessment through supporting
schools in their moderation and
validation of student achievement.
With the advent of the Australian
Curriculum, a number of resource
documents have also been developed
to support equity of access to the
curriculum for EAL/D students.
Bi-cultural education
(two-way teaching & learning)
Indigenous Catholic Community Schools
provide an educational program that is
based on the philosophy of two-way
teaching and learning programs that:
•

acknowledge the culture of both the
home and the school

•

reinforce the teaching and learning
relationship between the elders and
the younger members of the
community

•

promote engagement with the local
community

•

recognise the importance of
Indigenous languages and
knowledge in the curriculum.

The implementation of this philosophy
may include the use of a bilingual/
biliteracy program.
Study of Aboriginal & Torres Strait
Islander languages & cultures
To support our Indigenous students in
strengthening their unique identity as
Indigenous Australians and to assist
them in gaining a deeper understanding
and appreciation of their histories and
cultures, we support the inclusion of:
Australian curriculum Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander histories and
cultures content and perspectives in all
learning areas
Indigenous language and culture
programs where requested by a school
community.
Source: www.ceont.catholic.edu.au/
learning-teaching/eal-d

national overview | S t V in c ent d e Pa u l S o c iet y | 31

©iStock.com/jcarillet
©iStock.com/nikada

32 | S t V in c ent d e Pa u l S o c iet y | national overview

j u sti c e reinvestment

In October 2013 the St Vincent de Paul Society National
Council of Australia released the Two Australias report
on poverty. One of the many, broad-ranging policies it
advocated included justice reinvestment programs.
People in prisons do not represent a
cross-section of society. Instead, there
is a strong correlation between social
disadvantage and conviction and
incarceration.
Low income, low wealth, and social
exclusion, put significant pressure
on families – pressure that wealthy
parents in Australia do not face. There
are parenting difficulties caused by
employment hours and instability, with
severe housing stress, and increased rates
of illness. People without much money
also often live in particular geographical
locations, with higher crime rates, and
where youth delinquency is normalised.
This combination of factors means
that young people from disadvantaged
backgrounds are more likely to disengage
from education, and to instead engage in
criminal behaviour.
Once a person enters the criminal justice
system, they find prison is a blunt
instrument for a nuanced and complex
social problem of exclusion. In prison,
people are first victimised and then
socialised by more hardened offenders,
physical and psychological violence,
and significant drug use. Many people,
particularly the young and naïve, exit
prison more likely to commit offences
than when they entered. Moreover, upon
exit, people are not provided with much
social or financial support. Their family
may reject them, and their new friends are
often engaged in criminal activity. There
is also a social stigma against people
who have been in prison. Ex-prisoners
have higher rates of unemployment,

and homelessness, because of this.
Naturally, this also leads to recidivism.
However, evidence shows that this
cycle of disadvantage and exclusion
can be broken. First, increasing the
supports available to struggling
families would decrease the chances
of their children disengaging
from education: increasing family
payments, increasing employment
flexibility and stability, and
improving health care and housing to
disadvantaged Australians. Clearly,
increasing educational support in the
most disadvantaged schools is also
essential. Secondly, we can start to
look at increasing diversion options
away from courts, and improve the
range of sentences available to Judges
to include more rehabilitative and
restorative functions. The prison
system is also in need of deep reform.
Finally, we can vastly modify the
structures that greet ex-prisoners
upon release: they need to receive
more community-based support to
help de-institutionalise and prepare
for new lives. Society must also
remove the barriers in place that
prevent all disadvantaged people –
like ex-prisoners – from participating.
Housing must be more affordable
and sustainable. Newstart must be
increased. Educational opportunities
must be improved for many. Most
importantly, our own stigmas and
prejudices must be challenged, and
overturned.
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overseas d evelopment

Visits from Overseas Twinning Partners to the
St Vincent de Paul Society in Australia provide an
excellent opportunity for cross collaboration and new
insights for all parties involved.
The trips, whether it be to the National
Council in Canberra or to one of the States
or Territories highlight the importance
of Twinning to the members who do not
have the opportunity to meet our twins
personally.
It can also be an educational experience,
where members of the Society in Australia
can learn how developing countries
deal with extreme poverty and discover
just how important the formal twinning
partnerships are in helping Australia’s
twins to live out their Vincentian
vocation in some of the most challenging
circumstances one can experience.
Those Vincentians who are visiting
Australia can observe how the Society
operate in this country and local
members happily share resource material
that can be adapted for use in other
countries, in line with local culture.
By far the most valuable take home
message for our visitors is the simple
fact members of the Society in Australia
do care and demonstrate both empathy,
solidarity, and a willingness to support
through the various pathways offered
through our Twinning program.
Committee members can and do review
our partnerships as part of the visit and
inevitably this leads to a more enhanced
and effective partnership through a more
informed understanding of current needs.
For many years it has been the policy
of the Victorian Overseas Committee to
host such a visit approximately every four
years and here is an account of the latest
visit of Vincentians from Myanmar.

Important information learned during the
visit included:
•

There are 170 Conferences in Myanmar
at the moment and plans are in place
to form 25 new Conferences this year
mainly in the rural areas. The Society
is well supported in Myanmar by the
local Bishops throughout their seven
Regional Councils. Currently Myanmar
has 64 Twins that are all twinned with
Australia.

•

The AAS program coordinators advise
that around 500 requests are received
for assistance annually. All Catholic
schools in Myanmar were confiscated
and nationalised in 1962, and
Government schools are theoretically
free, but students have to pay for
school books etc.

•

The National Council of Myanmar
works out of a small office on Church
property in Yangon and employs
one staff member. Electricity supply
often fails and they are forced to have
battery backup.

The Chair of the St Vincent de Paul
Society Victorian Overseas Development
Committee, John O’Brien, said it was a
learning experience for all involved.
“This was indeed a great learning
experience for all of us that knitted us
a little closer together. I have received
strong positive feedback and there is
no doubt that members appreciated an
opportunity to meet two of our Twinning
partners face to face.”
>>
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An outdoor gathering organised for
Vincentians visiting Victoria from Myanmar.

<<
The people of Myanmar live in extreme
poverty. It has been very difficult to
maintain communication with our twins.
Despite the many challenges Victorian
Vincentians have been instrumental in
the continued growth of the Society in
Myanmar.
A window of opportunity opened to
arrange passports and visas to leave
the country, and it was decided with
the support of State Council to invite
two members from Myanmar to visit
the members in Victoria. Br Raymond
Wong, National President, and Br
Alexandro Mariano, the National Youth
Representative, accepted our invitation.
Our visitors arrived on Friday the 1st of
March and, during their visit, Raymond
and Mariano travelled to Geelong as a
guest of the State Twinning Coordinator
David Butler, were guests at the State
Overseas Meeting, attended Mass at St
Francis, toured the city of Melbourne,
visited and presented to all seven
Central Councils (and their Regional
Councils and various Conferences) in
Victoria, kicked the footy, toured the
Great Ocean Road and the lakes and
craters in the Camperdown, visited a
large sheep station to observe shearing
and then wool classing where they
were absolutely intrigued by what they
saw and thoroughly enjoyed the whole
experience.

From left: The Society Justice Officer for the Essendon Conference, Brian Guiney, Youth Representative from
Myanmar Mariano and Victorian State Youth Representative Katherine Spencer.

They also toured the Ned Kelly local
attractions in Glen Rowan, attended
the monthly State Council meeting and
a formal meeting to try and identify
the strengths and weaknesses of our
Twinning partnership, and to explore
new ways of providing enhanced
support in the future.
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CURRE N T AUSTRALIA N T W I N S

P RO J EC TS

by country

for the 2012 - 2013 Financial Year

Cambodia

134

India

$62,043.00

Fiji

806

Pakistan

$101,657.00

Indonesia

464

52

Cambodia

Cambodia

23

India
Indonesia
Kiribati
Myanmar
Pakistan
Philippines
PNG
Sri Lanka
Solomon Islands

1
1438
288
1
72

ASSIST A STUDE N T

students sponsored for the Financial Year

$13,941.00

Bangladesh
Caroline Islands

AUD

Philippines
PNG
Total in Projects

$3,404.00
$31,875.00
$212,920.00

8
268

Kiribati
Philippines
PNG

337

Sri Lanka

179

Vanuatu

252

Total Students Sponsored

18

252
1041

3465

4
1

Thailand

134

Vanuatu

9

DISASTER RELIEF

for the 2012 - 2013 Financial Year

AUD

India

$20,000.00

Total Twinning Partnerships 2317

Philippines

$40,000.00

Total Twinning
Contributions

Fiji

$10,000.00

Total Disaster Relief

$70,000.00

$741,440.00
for the Financial Year (AUD)
$80.00 per twin, per quarter
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People-in-Need Services

Homeless Services

Provision by conference members on a
one-to-one basis of:

Facilities owned and leased by the
Society, providing for homeless women,
men and families:

•

food, clothing, household goods,
furniture

•

accommodation and rental
assistance

•

assistance with utilities and
transport expenses

•

medical, dental and allied needs

•

school clothing and equipment

•

legal and related assistance

•

representations to Centrelink
and other government entities

•

companionship and friendly
assistance on personal and family
matters.

Vinnies Retail Centres
Vinnies properties owned by The
Society, enabling:
•

people in need of help to make
contact with
the Society

•

the provision of people-in-need
services

•

the receiving and processing of
donated goods

•

the sale of donated goods surplus
to the provision of people-in-need
services.

Funds raised by the sale of goods are
applied by conferences and councils to
the delivery of services for the poor and
disadvantaged.
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•

accommodation, meals, clothing

•

medical and dental services

•

legal assistance for victims of
domestic violence

•

services for people with alcohol and
drug addiction problems

•

training and learning services to
encourage and assist homeless
people to return to independent
living with security and dignity.

Funds raised through these facilities are
applied to delivery of the services.

Mental Health Services
Assistance to people living with
mental health problems to obtain:
•
•
•

professional services
volunteer friendships for social
activities
training and productive work in
supported employment facilities.

Aged Care
Accommodation and services for aged
people in need of low to high-care in
Society-owned and leased premises:
•

independent living units with access
to care services

•

home care services.

Audited Financial Statements
The St Vincent de Paul Society has eight state and territory legal entities. Each is
incorporated under the relevant Associations Act and produces its audited annual
accounts in accordance with the relevant statutory requirements.
This page presents key aspects of their aggregated accounts.

301,841,123

$

i nco m e 2 01 2 - 1 3

310,953,091

$

e x p e n s e s 2 01 2 - 1 3

For a detailed break up of income and expenditure please see State and Territory
Annual reports available online at www.vinnies.org.au
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