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New Vinnies shop
in Brunswick
Amazing & Awesome

A new Vinnies shop opened in Brunswick on
Tuesday 25 February representing a return to
the area for Vinnies after a seven year absence.
Vinnies Merchandise Manager Liz Randle said,
“It’s looking great, there’s plenty of space and light
and colour so it will be a really welcoming environment for customers”.
“As the construction and fit out was happening we
had plenty of interest from locals so it’s great to
know the Brunswick community is behind us,” said
Ms Randle.
Vinnies Brunswick is located at 107 Sydney Road
and is open 9am-5pm Monday to Saturday and
10am-5pm on Sundays.

ASSIST A STUDENT EFFORT

Awesome and amazing, two words of many to describe the
efforts of the students of St. Thomas the Apostle Primary
School in Blackburn, for the Assist A Student program
in 2013. As you all may know, my goal is to provide the
opportunity for every class in every Catholic school in the
state to participate in this wonderful program to assist
fellow students in less fortunate countries, to get to school.
The students of St Thomas the Apostle, as with many
schools, began with the goal of each class raising $70
to assist one student to get to school. These students
embraced the program wholeheartedly and with
compassion for their fellow students. Through
fundraising efforts such as a pyjama day, hot dog
days and movie nights to name a few, they raised
the magnificent total of $ 2473.10 by the end of
November for the program, sufficient to assist 35
students. They have shown what can be done by
Victorian Catholic students to assist fellow students
in poorer countries, to enable them to participate in
an education. This outstanding effort could not have
been achieved without the support of the teachers
and Principal, Dianne Redford and of course the
parents of the students. Thank you, one and all.
Personally, I am just so proud of the students, parents
and teachers for their compassion to fellow students
that is indicated by their efforts.
God bless,

School captains presenting the cheque to Gary Harkin and Marlene Johns
from Blackburn Conference

Paul McCarthy, State Co-ordinator Assist A Student
Program (Contact assistastudent@svdp-vic.org.au)

U P D AT E
Farewell Margaret
Margaret was a volunteer
at the Christian Brothers
op shop, which was
opposite the base of the
Society’s Mobile
Conference in Brunswick
Fitzroy, when in late 1989
Gavin O’Conner asked
Margaret and her friend if
they could help out for a
few weeks over Christmas. The few weeks
stretched out, but this was because
Margaret enjoyed working with her fellow
volunteers and the people she assisted.
Margaret became a specialist in
re-bagging sugar, tea, coffee, rice and
mung beans to assist in keeping our food
costs down.
Margaret moved to Ocean Grove a couple
of years ago and travelled up to Fitzroy
each week by train, but she has found this
a bit much and is transferring to the
Ocean Grove Conference. Margaret will
be missed by all the male volunteers as
she kept them all in order and made sure
they always had plenty to do. Many of our
customers live in boarding houses or on
the street and they will miss their soft drink
and chat with Margaret.
Peter Stapleton
President, Fitzroy Mobile Conference

State President ’s message
Dear Vincentians, volunteers &
staff
This is the last article I write for
Societynews as my four year
term as State President ends on
29 March when State Council
will elect a new State President
for the next four years. The Rule
does not permit a President to
be re-elected until the expiration
of another four years.
I take this opportunity to thank
you all for the wonderful effort
you put in each day and the
tremendous support you have
given me, and the friendship you
have shown me. The Society
could not operate without your
effort and expertise.
It is an exciting time for the
Society as we build our business
plans and develop the budget
for 2014-2015. There are a
number of initiatives that we will
implement over the next five years that will take the Society forward and
put it in a stronger position to look after those in need.
Upcoming functions include: Feast day mass for St Louise de Marillac
and Bl Rosalie Rendu, Thursday 20 March: celebrated by Fr Brendan
Lane from Corpus Christi College, Carlton

Social Justice in the City (SJIC) presentations are held on the last
Wednesday of the month from
February to November from 12-1pm, at
St Francis Pastoral Centre, corner
Lonsdale and Elizabeth Streets,
Deceased members, volunteers, family and friends
Melbourne.
John (Dick) Barratt
Ex-member, Queenscliff/Ocean Grove Conference

Prayers are requested for...
Sheila Bruhn
Bill Collins
Graham Crouch
Edward Anthony Dalton
Tony Durbridge
James (Jim) Grealish
Bernard Heasly
John Beresford Labrum
George Lacanale
Mary Langdon
Ross Marden
Sheila Mullane
Mary O’Connor
Brian Potter
Leslie Ryan
Mark Samuel-King
Tom Semmel
Michael Sheehan
Jack Westernhagen
Mahinda Wijeyewickrema

Ex-volunteer, Vinnies Wendouree
Member, Ringwood Conference
Ex-member, Queenscliff/Ocean Grove Conference
Husband of Stella & member, Swan Hill 		
Conference
Member, Moonee Ponds Conference
Husband of Judith, Ex-State President & member,
Beaumaris/Black Rock & St Francis Conferences
Founding member, Parkville Conference
Husband of Jean & Ex-president, Caulfield 		
Conference
Ex-member, Elsternwick Conference
Ex-member, Swan Hill & Mildura Conferences
Associate member, Chadstone Conference
Ex-volunteer, Vinnies Heidelberg West
Member, Euroa Conference
Member, Langwarrin Conference
Associate member, Warnambool Conference
Member, Elwood Conference
Ex-member, Chadstone Conference
Member, Wheelers Hill Conference
Member, Jordanville Conference
Member, Glen Waverley Conference

To ensure correct acknowledgement please forward any requests for prayers to
Philip Mackey by phone on 03 9895 5837 or email philipm@svdp-vic.org.au.

The next presentation will be held on
26 March and the guest speaker will be
Maggie Lynch OAM, AMES AMEP
Counsellor. Maggie’s topic is:
“Welcoming and Assisting New Arrivals
in Melbourne”.
Please join us and feel free to bring
along your colleagues and friends.
Everyone is welcome.
I encourage all members to sign up to
the extranet (a private website for
members called ‘Hands@work’) where
you will find a wealth of information
regarding the Society in Victoria as well
as various resources to help you in
your conference work.
Just go to www.ourhandsatwork.org.au
and sign up. This is the members’ site,
please use it. We also welcome
feedback so if you have any
suggestions for improvements to the
site, please let us know.
With best wishes

Tony Tome
State President

U P D AT E

It is with deep sadness that I advise that Jim
Grealish, former State President of St Vincent de
Paul Society Victoria, recently passed away.
Jim was a member of the Society’s Beaumaris/Black
Rock Conference since 1996 and, from 2003 was
a member and Treasurer of St Francis Conference
Melbourne (Australia’s first Conference in Australia –
established by Fr Gerald Ward on 5 March 1954). Jim
was involved in the reconstitution of that conference
in 2003.
Jim served as State President of the Society in
Victoria from 2006 to 2010 and was a member of
National Council during that time. He was the State
Council Treasurer from 1997 to 2006.
During his term as State President, Jim had
significant involvement in many Society projects,
including World Youth Day (Days in the Diocese),
building the Society’s involvement with Aboriginal
Catholic Ministry and he was the Chairman of the
Society’s 150th Jubilee Organising Committee. He
was instrumental in growing the Society’s spirituality
through the refounding program, promoted the growth
of soup vans and centres (retail shops) and had oversight of the incorporation of the Society as a legal
entity. He was involved in the purchase of the new
headquarters at Box Hill and the sale of the former
headquarters, setting up the Society’s endowment
fund, reorganising the Society’s accounting and
banking arrangements and preparing for and
implementation of GST, including setting up the Audit
& Risk Management Committee. He also lead the
Society’s response to the Black Saturday bushfires
during 2009.
Jim also had involvement at National Council level,
being a member of National Council from 2006 to
2010. He was a member of the National Fundraising
& Publicity Committee, the National Vincentian
Development Committee and the National Accounting
& Reporting Committee.
In June 2010 Jim, a very worthy recipient, was
bestowed with a Papal Knighthood in the Order of
St Gregory.
Tony Tome
State President

U P D AT E

Mosaic artist visits GWH

Soup Vans at Government House
on Australia Day
Government House holds an annual open day for the public on Australia Day
and this year the Society’s soup vans, along with Second Bite, were invited to
participate and raise funds by selling food to visitors on the day.
More than 18,000 people waited patiently in line to get a tour of the house.
With the assistance of soup van volunteers including from the community
group 300 Blankets we sold sandwiches and water. We raised much needed
funds for the soup van service in metropolitan Melbourne. Thank you to the
volunteers who came along on the day and to the Government House visitors
who supported us with a purchase.

We are pleased to report that the
artist who created the mosaics, Mr
Michel Thevenot, visited Gerald Ward
House in December so that Tony
could thank him in person. They are
pictured here with the two mosaics.

Vinnies school Calendar Dates
Feast Days - Blessed Rosalie
and community Rendu
& St Louise de Marillac
Thursday 20 March 2014, 10.30am
sleepouts
Gerald Ward House





Australia
Day
Honours
Congratulations to all
Vincentians awarded
an Australia Day
honour.



Readers may recall that in the
September/October edition of
Societynews last year we reported
that Frank Gill, Moorabbin
Conference President, alongside
other members from Moorabbin,
honoured the Society by giving
Tony Tome two St Vincent de Paul
mosaics for safe keeping and display.

Due to popular demand
Vinnies will be running
sleepout events during winter
2014 in addition to the annual
Vinnies CEO Sleepout for
community leaders.
Our six-step guide makes
hosting a Vinnies school or
community sleepout easy!
Visit the websites for more
information about organising your own Sleepout
event in your local area where funds raised will be
directed to support the community.
SCHOOL
SLEEPOUT
COMMUNITY
SLEEPOUT

http://vinniesschoolsleepout.
gofundraise.com.au/
http://vinniescommunitysleepout.
gofundraise.com.au/

‘LIKE’ US ON FACEBOOK!
Find us by searching ‘St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria’ or by going directly
to www.facebook.com/StVincentdePaulSocietyVictoria
It’s a great way to stay in touch with what’s happening
across the Society, find out about events we’re involved
in and to access information shared about issues such
as homelessness.



Regional Council President’s Day
Saturday 24 May 2014



2014 Vinnies CEO Sleepout
SAVE THE DATE:
Thursday 19 June 2014



Regional Council President’s Day
Saturday 25 October 2014



Annual General Meeting
Saturday 25 October 2014



Thanksgiving Mass for deceased
members, volunteers and staff
Tuesday 11 November 2014

Contributions to Societynews are
always welcome.
Email: stephanie.puls@svdp-vic.org.au
or send to:
The Editor - Societynews
St Vincent de Paul Society
Locked Bag 4800
Box Hill Vic 3128
Phone: 03 9895 5800
Fax:
03 9895 5850
We endeavour to include as many
items as possible in each issue.

