ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY (NT) INC.
ANNUAL REPORT 2012/13

OUR MISSION
The Society is a lay Catholic organisation that aspires
to live the gospel message by serving Christ in the poor
with love, respect, justice, hope and joy, and by working
to shape a more just and compassionate society.
OUR VISION
The St Vincent de Paul Society aspires to be recognised
as a caring Catholic charity offering “a hand up” to
people in need. We do this by respecting their dignity,
sharing our hope, and encouraging them to take control
of their own destiny.
OUR LOGO
The logo is the symbol of the St Vincent de Paul Society
in many countries and was designed by Australian
Sculptor, Tom Bass. It represents the hand of Christ that
blesses the cup, the hand of love that offers the cup and
the hand of suffering that receives the cup.
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OUR BEGINNINGS

4

FREDERIC OZANAM - FOUNDER

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - PATRON

As we celebrate the 353rd anniversary of the
death of St Vincent de Paul and St Louise de
Marillac, we pay tribute to our beginnings, the
inspiration and foresight of our founders and
patrons of the St Vincent de Paul Society.

The Society is named after St Vincent de Paul,
who was born in Southern France and ordained
a priest in the year 1600 at the age of 19.

The Society was founded in Paris in 1833 by
Frederic Ozanam.
At the time, Frederic was 20 years old and a
student of Sorbonne University. France was
experiencing tremendous political and social
upheaval and Frederic, along with six of his
University colleagues, wanted to respond in a
practical way to the poverty and hardship that
they saw around them. Frederic and his group
visited people in their homes offering them
friendship and support. This practice, known
as Home Visitation, remains the core activity
of the St Vincent de Paul Society members and
volunteers to this day.
The group formed by Ozanam and his friends
became known as the first “Conference” of the
St Vincent de Paul Society. They met regularly
as a group to discuss assisting the poor and
offered each other mutual support in their
spiritual vocation.
Frederic Ozanam died in 1853, aged forty. At the
time of his death there were approximately 2,000
Conferences operating throughout the world.
Frederic Ozanam was beatified by Pope John
Paul, II in 1997.

As a young man he ministered to the wealthy
and it wasn’t until he was appointed to a poor
parish that his vocation to work with those
most powerless and marginalised was inspired.
From then on he devoted his life to helping the
underprivileged. There was no form of poverty
- physical, emotional or spiritual, which he did
not try and alleviate. Vincent pledged his life
to the sick, insane, orphaned, old, starving and
imprisoned.
He urged his followers to bring God’s justice
and love to people who were unable to live a
full life.
“DEAL WITH THOSE MOST URGENT
NEEDS. ORGANISE CHARITY SO
THAT IT IS MORE EFFICIENT...TEACH
READING AND WRITING, EDUCATE
WITH THE AIM OF GIVING EACH
THE MEANS OF SELF SUPPORT.
INTERVENE WITH AUTHORITIES TO
OBTAIN REFORMS...THERE IS NO
CHARITY WITHOUT JUSTICE.”

NORTHERN TERRITORY COUNCIL MEMBERS
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President
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PRESIDENT
GERRY MCCORMACK
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During the last twelve months,
one important feature has been
heralded by the National Council of
the St Vincent de Paul Society: One
Society, One Voice.
Throughout the Territory, many
members of the Society are trying to
live up to this theme by the way they
live and by what they do.
Nearly every week of the year there
is at least one Conference meeting;
sometimes it might be as many as
seven. Through these meetings,
the members are saying the same
opening and closing prayers.
They all do some form of spiritual
reflection. Reports are presented on
the activities since the last meeting
– reports that show families in need
have been visited, other people in
need have been interviewed through
Emergency Relief outlets, and help
of different kinds given to many
people. In all of these, the aim has
been to offer a hand up, not a hand
out. What is being done is basically
the same as what was first started
by Blessed Frederic Ozanam in
1833 when he and his friends began
the Society: meeting, praying and
doing something to help people in
need. This is the same story around
Australia, and indeed the world.
CENTRES OF CHARITY
Through our Centres of Charity
much good work is being done. The
community begins this good work

by donating what is excess to their
needs. This in turn is displayed for
people to buy, thus giving the Society
some of the funds necessary to carry
out some of its other good works.
The Centres also provide some
of the items that people in need
require to live a basic life. Through
the warehouses and Centres, many
volunteers come forward to help
others by what they do, but also help
themselves by providing friendship
to those other volunteers who work
beside them and receiving friendship
in return.
SOS SERVICES
The SOS vans in Alice Springs and
Darwin both provide great outlets for
many people who might otherwise
go hungry. As with the Centres, there
are other benefits - friendship from
the many volunteers for the various
people enjoying the food, and a real
chance for the volunteers to see firsthand what it is like to be homeless or
to be hungry, or both.
EVENTS
A game of cricket, a fun run, and
sleeping in Fannie Bay Gaol have
all been part of the Society this
past twelve months. As a result,
children in need of education have
had a chance to receive help with
their school expenses, the Society
has gained free advertising from
all three events, while many CEOs
have come to know more about
the Society and have reached a
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better level of understanding of
homelessness, and money has been
forthcoming to assist some people
who are homeless. The latter event,
the CEO Sleepout, certainly lives
up to the motto of One Society, One
Voice because on the same night,
all around Australia, many other
CEOs were also sleeping out – just
that we were lucky to have much
warmer conditions for it.
VOLUNTEERS, MEMBERS AND
STAFF
Alongside the volunteers and
Conference members we have
people who are employed by the
Society. Under the leadership of Betti
Knott, our CEO, they have also lived
up to the slogan: One Society, One
Voice. Betti has been able to form
a team of people who work towards
the goal of having a united Society,
speaking with one voice. Along the
way some difficult decisions have
been made and overall these have

improved the ability of the Society to
carry out more “good works” and to
do many of them better.
YOUTH
A continuing development in the NT
has been the involvement of young
people, ably led by our Youth coordinator. So much extra energy
comes to the Society from the
younger generation, and with so
many fresh and imaginative ideas!
THANK YOU
Vincentians are not in the business
of doing what they do to gain thanks
and accolades but all people who
have helped the Society in the
Territory in any way do deserve a pat
on the back. Thank you for your time,
your spiritual and physical energy,
your friendship and your continued
involvement. May you continue
to speak and work towards One
Society, One Voice.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
BETTI KNOTT
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These days it seems the world is
changing faster and faster. Given
the constant barrage of change,
many of us struggle to keep up.
There are some people who find it
almost impossible to keep up with
the changing circumstances in their
lives: people who live in crushing
poverty, people who are excluded
from the mainstream because of
age, or disability, or mental and
physical illness, or addiction, or
imprisonment or homelessness. And
then there are people who have lost
hope and simply given up. These
are the people for whom the Society
of St Vincent de Paul exists. We are
called “to seek out and find those in
need and the forgotten, the victims
of exclusion or adversity” (The Rule,
1.5).
Here in the Northern Territory
we have the highest rate of
homelessness in the Country. We
have more incarcerated indigenous
people than anywhere else in
Australia and from 2002 – 2012 the
number of NT people in incarceration
increased by 72% (ABS, 2012). The
number of people over 65 years of
age is increasing faster than in any
other state or territory (NTCOSS).
When you factor in the cost of living
in the Top End (it’s the 2nd most
expensive area in Australia after
Perth), it is no wonder that people
struggle to keep up – many can’t.
A reasonable question to ask is
“What is the St Vincent de Paul

Society (NT) doing to address these
issues”? We can’t solve all the
problems in the Northern Territory
but we certainly can do our part. We
distribute emergency relief funds
through our Centres of Charity
and through our core work visiting
people in their homes, especially
people who have a difficult time
getting out or have limited access
to transportation. We visit people
in hospital, prison and detention
centres. We provide affordable
housing to people on the NT
Government’s housing waiting list.
We provide hostel beds to homeless
men in Darwin and Katherine. We
operate a day centre in Darwin
where homeless people can get a
meal, wash their clothing, take a
shower, receive medical advice and
legal assistance and pick up their
mail. We run food vans in Darwin
and Alice Springs that offer coffee,
tea, soup, sandwiches and friendly
conversation to people who are living
rough. We provide training for men
and women so they can get jobs in
the hospitality industry. We operate
Centres of Charity where people
can purchase pre-loved and usable
items at very low cost. And we run
programs and camps for school aged
children and young people.
All of this activity is supported
financially by the NT and
Commonwealth governments,
the community and individuals.
Government grants support our

work with homeless people and our
distribution of Emergency Relief to
families. Numerous businesses in
the Territory donate time, goods and
funds to support our efforts. Local
CEOs spent a night in the Fannie
Bay Gaol to raise vital funds for
homeless people. The National
Council of the St Vincent de Paul
Society and the State Councils of
New South Wales and Queensland
provide financial support for our
youth work and some administrative
costs. And thousands of individual
Territorians share their own
resources (food, clothing, furniture
and money) with us. For all this
support, thank you.
Since the Society was founded in
1833 volunteers have been the core
of our workforce. Working at all
levels of the organisation, volunteers
commit their time and talents to
help carry out our mission. Our
Council leadership and members are
volunteers. Our parish Conference
members are volunteers. All
the work the St Vincent de Paul
Society (NT) conducts throughout
the Northern Territory includes
volunteers. Without volunteers
this organisation would accomplish
nothing. To all the volunteers who
generously contribute their time and
talent, thank you.
Volunteers need lots of support. This
support is provided by the Society’s
forty two dedicated staff people who

work conscientiously to facilitate and
animate the work of the volunteers
and the organisation. Not only does
the staff support the volunteers, they
support each other in work that often
is difficult and challenging. The staff
of the St Vincent de Paul Society
(NT) is professional and caring.
They often go far beyond the “call of
duty” to lend a helping hand. To the
staff of the Society of St Vincent de
Paul (NT), thank you.
Frederic Ozanam and his
companions founded the Society
during turbulent times. Civil war,
daily riots and an outbreak of cholera
lead to over a thousand deaths
every day. Frederic and his small
group of friends responded to the
crisis with whatever means they had
– which wasn’t much because they
all were students at the time. While
we do not face the kind of turmoil
Frederic and his companions did,
we still are confronted with human
suffering and need. In 1834 Frederic
wrote, “Should we remain inactive
therefore in the midst of a suffering
and groaning world? No, there is a
preparatory path open to us: before
taking action for the public good
we can take action for the good of
individuals … we can solace poor
persons.” If we in the Northern
Territory take action for the good of
individuals perhaps we can achieve
the Society’s aspiration to shape “an
Australia transformed by compassion
and built on justice.”
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ORGANISATIONAL CHART
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NT Council

CEO
Betti Knott

HR Officer/PA to
President
Debra Pace

Reception/
Administration
Assistant
Shelley Andrews

Community and
Corporate Relations
Manager
Susan Penfold

Operations Manager
- Vincentcare
Mike Byrne

Financial Controller
Paul Perryman

Operations Manager
- Centres
Wayne Cox

Volunteer
Coordinator
Dr Fergal Fleming

Bakhita Centre
Ozanam House
Ormonde House

Finance Officer
Dianne McNeil

Warehouse
Darwin Centre
Palmerston Centre
Katherine Centre
Tennant Creek
Centre
Alice Springs Centre

Youth Coordinator
Michael Goodrich

BISHOP’S LETTER
BISHOP EUGENE HURLEY

It is with great appreciation that I
acknowledge the many volunteers
that contribute to the St Vincent
de Paul Society in the Northern
Territory. Jesus taught us to go to
the most needy and to encounter
them and not look upon them from
afar. The strength of the Society is
its core base of volunteers of many
ages, races and religions that come
together to support those in need.
Our service to those we assist
shows in the service which they
are then able to pass on to others.
This is most clearly seen through
the volunteer efforts of refugees
and men that stay in the Society’s
accommodation.
Jesus said ; “I come that you may
have life and have it to the full” John
10:10. Every person should have
the right to live life to the full and we
need to learn to listen with both the
ears of the heart and our physical
capacity of hearing with our ears
to give others that right. Listening
is about relationships and about
hearing what is both being said and
not being said.
Recently Pope Francis met for lunch
with 12 youths from many different
countries during World Youth Day.
He did not ask them to do “big
things’, but “small things in our parish
in our community…Go talk…listen
and share Christ’s hope”. St Vincent
de Paul members I believe live the
ethos of this message. They go
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about doing small things that make
the lives of those, whom they serve,
better in some small way.
In Christ,
Bishop Eugene Hurley
Bishop of the Diocese of Darwin

CENTRES OF CHARITY
WAYNE COX
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The individual Centres’ reports are
a great insight into the happenings
of each. The one most important
and common theme is how valued
each and every volunteer is. A HUGE
THANK YOU to all of our volunteers.
Your dedication, time and passion
are the reason the Society can
continue its Good Works. Sadly we
have seen some volunteers move on
this year but we have also welcomed
many new volunteers into our
extended family.
Throughout the year we have
seen many changes. There have
been changes in our employment
structures, improvements to our
Centres’ environment and a more
directed vision in accordance with
the Society’s mission, vision and
ethos.
Each Centre has had employees
move on and this has opened
opportunities for new people to join
our team and enjoy the opportunity
to help people. Their hard work
and commitment is recognised and
appreciated. Thank you to all our
current and past employees.
The Managers are the leaders of
the Centres and their capacity to
adapt to various situations and their
willingness and want to improve
their workplace and Vinnies NT
is undoubted. Thank you to the
Managers. You each bring your
own qualities and good intentions to
Vinnies and together with your team
of volunteers and staff we will look
forward to the coming year.

The Centres would not be able to
complete the work they do without
the assistance and guidance from all
areas of our Society. Thank you to
the Council, Conference members,
volunteers, and employees within
Ormonde House, Bakhita Centre,
Ozanam House and the Secretariat.
To work together towards a common
goal is very rewarding.
HIGHLIGHTS
Highlights are many but the biggest
highlight for the year was to be
able to re-open the Alice Springs
Centre. It has allowed the Society
to serve the community again as
they have for many years and it has
rekindled the faith in our volunteers
and the people of Alice Springs.
November 2012 was the official
opening and whilst there were
dignitaries attending, it was more
important to see the many past and
present volunteers come together to
celebrate.
Within each Centre we continually
strive to improve the environment,
allowing volunteers, customers,
people we assist and employees
from all different areas of the
community to come together and
have a sense of belonging.
The graphs to the left show we
mainly help with food and bills
and that 30% of those we help are
employed. Interestingly, we have
seen a 12% increase in people
seeking assistance since 2011/12.

Emergency Relief (ER) assistance by
type over 2012/13
Beds and bedding

3%
7%

7%

Clothes

12%

Food
30%
Home furnishings and
homewares

34%

Medicines and other bills

7%

Accommodation

ER recipient employment status
4%

2% 3% 1%

2%

Employment: Casual,
Seasonal, Short-term

25%

Employment: Permanent
Full-Time
Employment: Permanent
Part-Time
Government Payments
No income

63%

Self employed or Other
Unknown
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DARWIN CENTRE
YVONNE COWELL

14

We have had great feedback from
all our customers by saying we are
the best shop in Darwin. We have so
many regulars that shop here and
say that the atmosphere is just great
they never want to leave.
VOLUNTEERS
All in all we have around 35 to
40 volunteers including weekday,
weekend and Conference workers.
All my volunteers are very honest,
loyal people and together we make
one great team. I love them all and
would like to say a huge thank you!
One Saturday crew are dancers
called the Groovy Grannies. They
auditioned for the Australia’s got
Talent and got through to the finals.
So now we all have to watch the
show to see if our girls win!
One of our very dedicated volunteers
retired in April due to her eyesight
deteriorating. We all knew it was
coming and her send-off party was
a very sad day. We will all miss you
Hanna!
ASSISTANCE OFFICE
The monthly reports are showing that
we are certainly getting more and
more people struggling with power
and rent /bond and food. The number
has slowed down in June /July but
this is due to family payments and
tax returns giving people relief.
Food for life has helped with the
vouchers we purchase. People are
tending to utilise the place more.
The voucher system with Ozanam

House is turning out to be a success
as each individual is entitled to two
pieces of clothing or a pair of shoes
per week. Since we have started
this our assistance office is not so
busy. The Emergency Relief Centre
is open from Monday to Friday 10am
to 12pm.
HIGHLIGHTS
Our prices have been kept the same
as last year as we are here to help
our community. We now have a new
mannequin which takes pride of
place at our front window for all to
see. Anna dresses her on a regular
basis with our latest fancy fashions,
she looks a real treat. We now do
late night trading on Thursdays which
is still quite slow. Hopefully this will
pick up in the future.
We would like to thank all those who
have made donations and, on behalf
of the people we assist, thank our
Conferences who have put in long
hours. Each and every member
works very hard and I just can’t thank
them enough.
The pessimist sees the difficulty
in every opportunity; an optimist
sees the opportunity in every
difficulty - Winston Churchill

PALMERSTON CENTRE
NICOLE COBLE

This year has had many challengers
and seen a great deal of change due
to the economic issues confronting
the Palmerston community. This can
be seen through our Emergency
Relief office, the decline in donations
received and the consumer average
spending.
ASSISTANCE OFFICE
The ladies in our ER office have
once again worked with commitment
and compassion to help the 494
clients that were seen this financial
year. Financially we supported
the community in excess of
$55,000. This would not have
been possible without the support
of our Conference members and
volunteers, which come to the
Palmerston Centre every Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday. Not to
mention the hours they put in with
home visits.
HIGHLIGHTS
This year saw the continued success
of Saturday trading in which we are
extremely lucky to have a lovely
team from the local area, headed
by Sarah. Sarah is a teacher at the
Sacred Heart Primary School and
in conjunction with the Palmerston
centre, she was able to start a
program with the children using
donated push bikes. The program
teaches children how to maintain
and rebuild push bikes. The bikes
from the program were sold to local
families that would not usually be

able to afford to purchase them. This
program raised over $235, with the
proceeds kindly donated back to the
Palmerston Centre.
We would like to say a huge thank
you to Darwin International Airport
who have offered Vinnies their lost
property. The team at the airport are
extremely helpful, as they have the
donations sorted and ready for pick
up each fortnight by our drivers.
VOLUNTEERS
This year we had a number of
volunteers from Max Employment’s
‘Back to Work Program’. This
program helps Vinnies receive much
needed help, and the volunteers/
staff are helping by passing on their
skills, knowledge and attitudes that
will help the volunteers secure paid
employment.
Unfortunately this year we sadly
said goodbye to Chanelle and Deb,
whose partners were posted to other
cities. On the bright side we have
welcomed Cheryl to our team who
brings a wealth of experience from
her time at the Red Cross, especially
her hard working, positive attitude
and friendly personality.
Lastly, I would like to thank my whole
team at the Palmerston Centre.
Our volunteers are the backbone
of the Society and my job wouldn’t
be possible and definitely not as
rewarding without you all, so thank
you very much.
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TENNANT CREEK CENTRE
WAYNE COX

16

Margrith and her team continue the
Good Works of St Vincent de Paul
in the Tennant Creek community.
An abundance of thanks to Margrith
and her small team of dedicated
volunteers.
Each Saturday the Tennant Creek
shop opens its doors to people
in need and the thrifty shoppers
who all enjoy the great bargains
and the experience that’s created
by the friendly, welcoming and
homely atmosphere created by the
team of volunteers. Their service
and dedication towards continuing
this service in the Tennant Creek
community exemplifies and
compliments their dedication.
Donations come from all over and
the shoppers from even further.
The sales have been terrific and
emphasise the need not only in
the township but the surrounding
communities as well. Concerns of
the building are under consideration
with the need of the community
strong in mind. A lot of hard work to

continue in the right direction is high
on the agenda.
This year, Society members and
staff were privileged to visit Margrith
and the Tennant Creek Centre and
enjoyed the hospitality and kindness
that has grown over many years.
They were welcomed like part of the
family which reiterated the ethos
of our Society. The community feel
around the shop was heart-warming.
Whilst it only opens Saturday
mornings, the hard work and hours
toiled throughout the week is evident
to see with so many people enjoying
the shopping experience.
A special thank you to Margrith for
her years of service to Good Works
in the Tennant Creek community
and St Vincent de Paul Society
NT. A humble lady who was once
telephoned in the Adelaide hospital
after suffering an illness. When
Margrith was asked how she was,
she replied “I’m sorry for the Tennant
Creek people that I could not open
the shop on Saturday”.

WAREHOUSE
MELANIE RAINFORD

The Warehouse has had a few
swapping and changing of staff this
last year, but from April I have had
the pleasure to accept the position
of warehouse supervisor. A huge
thank you to volunteers and staff
alike who have welcomed me into
the St Vincent De Paul family, with
warmth, support and kindness. What
an amazing bunch of volunteers and
community spirit I have inherited!
Just in the small time that I have
had at the warehouse many
changes have occurred, both from
my own input and from Vinnies
moving forward as a whole. This
includes a Warehouse Action Plan
which includes an OH&S/ Human
Resources component that has
been slowly put into effect. Saturday
openings for donations etc are now
solely run by volunteers, who are
doing an amazing job.
The continuous and generous
support received from the Darwin
public through donations is greatly
appreciated; with sincerity we thank
the public immensely. The donations
allow us to serve our purpose in
supporting the Vinnies shops with
quality stock. It also allows us to
better serve the community with
another option for second hand
furniture.
CONFERENCE AND COMMUNITY
Thank you to all the Conference
members that provide compassion
and refresh the faith, not only in
staff but volunteers alike, with your

relentless commitment and tireless
dedication. We continue to offer
support to the Conferences and
Emergency Relief Program and
have provided through Conferences
$16,000 worth of support.
We have also had an opportunity
to continue support within the
community by assisting such
programs as arts & crafts at Anula
and Wagaman Primary School, the
Larrakia Nation and the Northern
Territory Police Drug Squad.
VOLUNTEERS
A massive thank you to all
warehouse volunteers, the time
and effort that you donate to us is
greatly valued, appreciated and
respected. You inspire me to be a
better person every day. Our hard
working volunteers are the back
bone not only to our organisation
but to the day to day efforts of the
running of the warehouse. As of late
we have seen a rise in volunteers
and have had the opportunity to
play a part with the Work for the
Dole Program and school based
placements from O’Loughlin College
as a part of their community service.
Unfortunately this year has also seen
the retirement of Maria O’Keeffe and
her husband to Queensland; we wish
them well on their future endeavours.
Strive not to be a success, but
rather to be of value – Albert
Einstein
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KATHERINE CENTRE
HANNAH TOON
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I was welcomed to the Vinnies
Katherine team at the beginning of
February and I have been extremely
lucky to be coming into a friendly and
close family with lots of variety.
HIGHLIGHTS
We have been listening to our
customers and they wanted a
brighter and more accessible shop,
so we all chipped in and achieved
our goal, more choice with clothing.
Fay, Pat and Pam worked on getting
clothes sorted, hung and priced on
the day they were donated. Ida has
enjoyed working on the bric-a-brac
and loves to hear how well it sells.
Saturdays have been great too,
Jenny, Nila and Jan are opening for 3
hours and making lots of sales. Nida,
Emma and Tess have done great
work on sorting out all the motel
donations of linen and then cleaning
and sorting toys. Rachael is a master
cleaner and loves to colour code the
bric-a-brac. Ray has tested so many
electrical items, it’s been fantastic
to see it all sell. Maureen has done
a great job pricing and categorising
the books so it’s easier for customers
to choose. John, Robert and Simon
have helped massively with the
maintenance of the building and
grounds.
A huge thank you to Di and her team
at Ormonde House. Their helpful
support and generous time is always
greatly appreciated. It’s great to hear
“wows” as regular customers walk in
the door.

My partner Simon and I attended
Barunga Festival with a Vinnies
Pop Up Op-Shop which went
down really well with visitors. Pam
attended Ryan Park Market to raise
awareness of homelessness in the
NT for Homeless Week and we plan
to attend St Joseph’s Fête in August
with another pop up op shop. We
also have donated items of clothing
to Yarralin and The Smith Family for
Pop Up shops out in communities;
toys to the Katherine Toy Library fair
and supplied dress up clothing for
different events, like the Katherine
races, Katherine show, reopening of
bar 23 ‘op shop dress up’ and ‘party
shirts’ for dress up Friday at a local
station.
We have made great contacts within
Katherine and have had donations
and support from the Beagle Motel,
Ray Whites, LJ Hookers, St Andrews
Apartments, Katherine River lodge,
Tindal RAAF and Girl Guides as well
as many of the Katherine community.
The donations have been good
quality and plentiful.
Without the Katherine community,
Tindal RAAF community and all the
helpful volunteers and staff, Vinnies
would not be the great success it is.
I am very grateful to be working with
such a worthy organisation and feel
extremely lucky to be running the
shop with such amazing people.

ALICE SPRINGS CENTRE
STEVE HART

Vinnies Alice Springs has undergone
a massive period of renewal and
revitalisation over the past 12
months.
The premises have been modernised
and renovated with the addition
of new cooling systems, paint and
major structural works undertaken.
For the Volunteers, Conference and
staff that supported and organised
this effort “Vinnies” owes them a
great thanks for helping to provide a
modern, clean retail environment.
Staffing has seen the addition of a
new manager and shop assistant.
This combined with a concerted
effort to reward and recruit new
volunteers has lead to a refreshed
and productive environment that
strives to uphold and deliver the
values that Vinnies aspires to.
VOLUNTEERS
The volunteer base has increased
with a range of ages from 14 to 80
years of age participating in Vinnies
Alice Springs. Everyone that attends
helps promote, develop and rebuild
the reputation of Vinnies in the local
community. With good local support
from Our Lady Of Sacred Heart
ranging from the students that come
in to help make sandwiches on a
Friday for the Food Van to regular
mentions in the school newsletter.
This support is greatly appreciated
and adds value to the operations of
Vinnies.

FOOD VAN
The Food Van runs 5 nights a week
and is meeting the needs of those
most vulnerable in our community.
The dedicated Volunteers make this
service possible by providing soup,
sandwiches and drinks. Most turn up
week after week and are dedicated
to helping others. The Alice Springs
Conference organises and supports
the efforts of the food van and should
be acknowledged for their ongoing
management and commitment to this
vital community service.
EMERGENCY RELIEF
Emergency Relief currently operates
2 days a week from the Vinnies
Shop. There is a high demand for
such services in Alice Springs and
this could be an area of increased
activity in the foreseeable future. The
volunteer base that supports this,
with assistance from Conference, do
a fantastic job in treating everyone
with respect and dignity in what are
often very difficult circumstances for
the person asking for assistance.
Congratulations for the smooth and
respectful service on offer should go
to all those involved.
The next 12 months will prove to be
an exciting period for Vinnies Alice
Springs with reputation rebuilding a
priority. In addition to this, existing
links to community will be enhanced
and the profile and good works of
Vinnies will be promoted further.
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VINCENTCARE
MIKE BYRNE
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Vincentcare welcomed and
farewelled a number of staff this
year. Zena, our Caseworker, will
be missed but not lost as she has
moved to TEAMhealth to broaden
her knowledge and still keeps in
touch. In Zena’s place we have
welcomed Belinda Malone to
Bakhita along with Neil Gray who will
focus us more on the alcohol and
addiction issues that many of our
residents suffer. Dan Madden and
Ian Matheson have also joined us to
support our evening team.
PA R T I C I PAT I O N
Over the past year Vincentcare has
been vocal on a number of panels, in
various networks, on various boards
and in several important meetings
and briefings including:
• FaHCSIA – Harm Minimisation
Network
• Australian Capital Cities
sponsored Alcohol Forum
• Dept of Housing Priority
Assessment meetings
• NT Shelter
• Alcohol Mandatory Treatment
• Dept of Corrections Sentenced to
a Job Program
• Justice Re Investment
• CDU – Housing Research
The team also participated in Drug
Action Week and National Homeless
Week events
CHRYSALIS PROGRAM
Late in the year we invested in
several residents allowing them

to participate in the Chrysalis
Program which provides an endto-end offender management
ensuring participants are provided
with the best opportunities to
change their behaviours combined
with a qualification. Once again
the outcomes of this attendance
exceeded our expectations. In
the coming year we will fund a
pilot program and evaluation
with the hope that Chrysalis can
be established in Australia. For
Vincentcare it was refreshing to find
a mature program, one that wasn’t
dumbed down for our target group
and one that is as relevant for staff,
as it is for residents.
TED COLLINS VILLAGE
In a trial to find residents for Ted
Collins Village that were in housing
stress but not normally the sort
of person who would seek our
assistance we have offered 3 units
to a professional rental agency to
fill. This will assist us in helping
struggling families before they hit
rock bottom, saving them the fall and
also ensuring a better distribution of
our resources.
MEN’S SHED
Vincentcare have also entered into
negotiations with Darwin Men’s
Shed Inc to set up their group in our
workshop. We have also entertained
and hopefully educated politicians
and business leaders over the year.
The CEO Sleepout was a great

means for this as one educator,
Greg, has been a friend of the
Bakhita Centre for many years and
for him to very publicly tell his story
was my personal highlight of the
event.
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Another big year has passed and
once more we are indebted to the
Vincentcare management team of
Leisa, Di and Dean without their
support and the fantastic efforts
of their staff we wouldn’t enjoy the
honourable reputation that we have
in the community.

Client demographics of men accommodated in our
hostels.
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SOS SERVICES
DR FERGAL FLEMING
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The Sunset Outreach Service (SOS)
continues to be the visible face of
Vinnies both in Alice Springs and
Darwin. Our wonderful volunteers
organise and successfully run
the services, with minimal input
from Vinnies. As in the past, the
ethos of the service is not just
food, beverages, fruit and soup,
but connecting and engaging with
people. The people we serve are
not just homeless, but people
experiencing a range of health
and whole of life issues. The one
common factor they all have is
that they are simply nice people
who need a hand up. Some are
experiencing temporary setbacks,
some are visiting from communities,
and some have lifelong issues that
may never be resolved. The benefit,
though, is two way. The people
we serve benefit, but so do our
volunteers who have the privilege of
meeting and engaging with people
they would otherwise never meet.
Shorter term volunteers such as
school children or CEOs gain a
fantastic insight to the lives other
people live.
DARWIN SERVICE
The Darwin service runs from the
Esplanade and numbers range from
10 or 20 to over 70 each evening.
Highlights include:
•One Real Estate providing an
excellent and regular service once a
month

•Interest shown from other local
businesses, schools and individuals
wanting to help
•Enthusiastic and committed
volunteers who provide an ongoing
and kind service
•Excellent management and
coordination from our volunteers
•Training provided through
Volunteering SA & NT.
ALICE SPRINGS SERVICE
The Alice Springs Food Van has
had quite a productive 2013, with
numbers of persons being served
tripling on most evenings. Vinnies
sought and gained approval from the
town council to alter the locations
from which the food van operates.
Three locations are now visited most
evenings, with the best frequented
site being at the car park across from
the very popular Todd Tavern.
Highlights include:
•The nutritional value of the food
served was assessed as “good”
earlier this year by a community
dietician
•An evening was held for volunteer
training, gaining volunteer
feedback and to update volunteer
documentation.
•Great interest from elsewhere has
been shown for the service, with
many visiting volunteers. Volunteers
ranged from school teachers from
across the east coast of Australia,
to a group of year 9 boys from
Tasmania. Visiting Darwin Vinnies

volunteers have also worked on
the Alice Springs food van. It was
marvellous to have such a wide
range of people showing interest and
helping.
•Our volunteers in Alice Springs
continue to do a fantastic job and the
food van runs almost every evening
thanks to their ongoing support.
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An issue that has been identified
in both Darwin and Alice Springs is
the turnover of volunteers due to the
transient nature of our populations.
At times, particularly during the
school holidays it has been difficult to
provide an uninterrupted service.
Vinnies gives our thanks to the
wonderful volunteers who have put
so many hours in helping us provide
the service. We also thank Chris Best
in Darwin and Susan Burns in Alice
Springs. Chris and Susan are the
volunteer coordinators for our vans.
As with last year, feedback from
clients and volunteers is how much
more smoothly the services run
under Chris and Susan. Many thanks
to them and to the other volunteers.
Staff and volunteers at Ozanam and
Bakhita also deserve our thanks for
their help with food preparation and
making sure everything is ready for
each evening’s service.

Above: Nicole and Joely from One
Real Estate help serve a BBQ from
the SOS van every month.

OZANAM HOUSE
DEAN CHISHOLM
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For the past year the Ozanam team
has widened our base of external
support agencies. Developing
professional networks with these
agencies has meant the provision of
positive outcomes for the people who
frequent the drop in centre.
HIGHLIGHTS
One success has been helping to
relocate people back to country
and family around the Territory and
interstate. This sounds simple but
often we have spent many hours with
a lot of people in helping them to
reach these decisions. We continue
to receive positive feedback from
those who have made successful
returns back to home and families.
We have also had some great
successes with the youth diversion
program, and as you would expect,
some abject failures. In building trust
with the people who use Ozanam
House we learn about their issues,
their lives and dreams. Using this
knowledge to encourage reluctant
people to make court appearances
has ensured that they do not breach
court conditions and often has
resulted in positive court decisions.
If we can remove some of the big
barriers and worries from people’s
lives, the chances of helping people
make life changes improves.
This year we started celebrating
mass with Fr. Joseph (MGL) every
first Friday of the month and this has

been a blessing to most of those who
need our services. Some follow no
religious denomination and are quite
happy to participate and receive the
word of God. This mass has a lot of
healing and restores faith for those
who attend. We have had 20 or more
people and others from the street join
us. After mass we have our Friday
BBQ meal for all to celebrate.
Many of the long term homeless
people that access Ozanam House
are particularly heavy alcohol users,
and reside in the surrounding
parks and drains in Stuart Park.
Sad to say, that most of these
people are Indigenous and suffer
from Generational Trauma and
disconnection from mainstream
society. Most of these people
express the importance of sharing
and connection with other Long
grassers or the street mob.
All they know, understand and care
about is the people in their drinking
group. They are quite content just
walking every day looking like “LOST
SOULS” with their heads down
looking for cigarette butts off the
street, going cold turkey when there’s
no alcohol and asking people for
money, in order to buy and share the
next cask and cigarettes.
The long term homeless people
eventually become “more or less
happy to be in another world, a world
of our own”.

VOLUNTEERS
Volunteer Peter Krug (pictured
below) who is in his 70’s was
nominated and received an award for
“Volunteer of the Year” for 2013.
Peter works tirelessly in the kitchen
making the sandwiches that go out
to the SOS van each evening that
provide a meal for the homeless.
We have had good feedback from
the people we assist stating that “the
sandwiches they receive from the
SOS van are great and thanks to
those who make them”.
A world that has 3 main rules:
• Don’t be a dog (tell police nothing)
• Don’t steal from other street mob
• It’s your payday today “let’s go”
Ozanam House is very much a point
of connection for unconnected long
grass and marginalised or isolated
people, the whole Ozanam team
work hard to link other service
providers with the people that
need their help. Many people see
Ozanam House as a surrogate family
providing more than just meals and
washing powder.
All Staff do their best to provide a
welcoming, safe environment but the
people who give most to Ozanam
House are the volunteers, may of
whom come to Ozanam with their
own personal challenges.
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BAKHITA CENTRE
LEISA BAGLEY
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This year I’d like to focus on one
great old institution of the Bakhita
Centre who left us earlier in
December. Bill along with Burt and
Ken were early residents of the
Bakhita Centre and worked with Jack
and Marg Evans to create a haven
for the homeless, disadvantaged and
marginalised. Bill helped create the
foundations of what has expanded
from 20 beds to over 100.
WILLIAM “BILLY” WATTERS
25/01/1925 - 08/12/2012
Bill spent his life working his
guardian angel to the bone. Several
motor vehicle accidents, setting
himself on fire, falling of the Rosella
Cannery roof, joining the RAAF
during WWII, getting run over by
trucks – Bill called on all his angels
in his 87 years and eventually was
ready to succumb to natural causes
in the Darwin Private Hospital.
Bill’s last 30 years were spent with
us at Vinnies. When Bill stayed at
Ozanam House he was under strict
medical orders to exercise his legs,
orders he diligently followed with an
exercise routine that saw him walking
from Stuart Park to the Parap Hotel
and later from Bakhita to the Dolphin.
If he was tired, the ride-on mower
sufficed.
Bill worked hard at Vinnies and
his work ethic would show up the
younger blokes. He never knocked
back a request and often was the
first to volunteer.
Bill one of the “originals” and kept his

distance until you proved yourself.
Once trusted you would get to see
the classic dry humour and be
exposed to Bill’s wit and wisdom.
Bill will be remembered as a
“collector” and we recall with awe the
sheer amount of collecting he would
do. Shoes, clothes, magazines,
tools, suitcases and old radios, a
floor to ceiling stack would appear
overnight. Bill saw the value in
everything he collected, every bit
was important and had its place.
One special collection of Bills was
always the grog. Bakhita is a dry
establishment and Bill would protect
that by confiscating the hidden stash
of other residents. If it was hidden
on our property Bill would find it. Bill
would sit in his shed surveying his
domain, he was quiet and harmless
and would often go unseen but he
would see everything. He wouldn’t
dob anyone in but he would take
action to protect the place he called
home.
Billy, to the end, still had his wit and
sense of humour and even while
in hospital could still get himself in
trouble, setting off smoke alarms in
his room by smoking in his bed. Not
once, but several times. Bill is no
different to any other resident of the
Bakhita Centre, often thrown on the
scrap heap of society and seen as a
charity case or lost cause. But give
anyone of our residents a chance,
trust, responsibility and self belief
and they prove their worth many
times over.

ORMONDE HOUSE
DIANE WOODS

Ormonde House has had another
busy year in Katherine. We have
assisted 56 men to stay here
for varying lengths of time but
unfortunately we have had to turn 68
men away due mostly to not having
any accommodation available.
A small percentage of men were
assessed as not suitable for our
services and have been referred to
the appropriate organisations.
RENOVATIONS
Ormonde House has had a face lift
this year with four of our residents
assisting staff to paint the interior of
the house (above). Thanks to Peter,
Barry, Gerry & Derek for all your hard
work. It looks fantastic and everyone
is feeling happy with the results.
RESIDENTS
With the help of Oriel, “Education
Officer” Specialist in EAL (English
Additional Language) at Group
Schools in Katherine, and the Author
of “Get Reading Right” Jo-Anne
Dooner we have developed a literacy
program here at Ormonde House.
One 29 year old gentleman who
didn’t have the opportunity to learn to
read when he was younger is going
ahead in leaps and bounds. Moses’
goal is to learn to read so that
one day he can become a Priest.
Moses has fought drug and alcohol
addictions and is winning. He has
been clean & sober for 4 years which
is no mean feat. He is surrounded
by family and friends who continue

to drink and hum bug him. It gets
Moses down at times but his faith
gets him through and he prays for
them as well. The national success
rate for sobriety is around 16-20% so
his strength, courage, determination
and willpower amaze me. I have no
doubt that with these attributes he
will be successful at learning to read
and going on to be a Priest.
Oriel has been coming into Ormonde
House providing support and
resources for the past 6 months. In
August Jo-Anne was in the Territory
and called into Ormonde House to
meet Moses who she has kindly
offered to sponsor. Jo-Anne has
donated an iPad, headphones &
computer program to Ormonde so
that we can continue to provide a
literacy program. I would like to thank
Jo-Anne & Oriel for making the time
in their busy lives to assist Moses
and Ormonde House. Moses has
been staying at Ormonde House for
the past year while waiting for a 1
bedroom flat with Territory Housing to
become available. We will continue
to support him and assist him to
achieve his goals when he does
eventually move into his own flat.
Below: Moses and Jo-Anne
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VICE PRESIDENT CONFERENCES
ERICA MCMASTER

28

In review of the past year, we started
with a celebration in July 2012 to
commission our new NT Society
President, Gerry McCormack.
A year on, Gerry has proved to be
an ideal President with his quiet and
easy going personality, supporting
all NT members, participating in
National Council decision making,
networking with community and
government organisations. Always
striving to support and grow the
Society in the NT with his fellow
members.
LIVING OUR MISSION
Throughout the year Conference
members have opportunities to
deepen their spirituality so that
they ‘can aspire to live the gospel
message by serving Christ in the
poor’ (Society’s mission statement).
Some of the ways we achieve this:• Spiritual Reflections, regular
guides used at Conference meetings
• Monthly Masses at Bakhita,
Ozanam House, through personal
prayer
• Festival meetings & Feast Days
• Reflecting on our Patron, St
Vincent de Paul & Founder Blessed
Frederic Ozanam, both offer us today
their wisdom and motivation to carry
on our call to serve others.
• Inspirational Speakers such as:
i) Robyn Moore (voice-over
extraordinaire- for Blinky Bill, &
female characters of radio serial
How Green Was My Cactus)-her
message was to inspire others to live

life to the fullest, one of her personal
motivational sayings was ‘To be an
invitation to participate in Life’.
ii) Fr Richard Leonard SJ, author
and Director of Australian Catholic
Office for Film and Broadcasting. His
message of relating with people in
their high and low milestones of life,
(sacramental time) birth, sickness,
death, marriage, thanksgiving
(mass), when people seek out
meaning in their lives and actually
come to us.
Thanks to the Catholic Education
Office for their sponsorship.
ALICE SPRINGS REOPEN IN G
Mid October, President Gerry, Fr
Roy, CEO Betti and I travelled to
Alice Springs to participate in the
reopening celebrations of the Alice
Springs Centre, and while there to be
part of the annual Festival meeting,
supporting the Conference members
and commissioning new members
to the Conference. The Our Lady of
Sacred Heart Conference has an
enthusiastic membership under the
leadership of outgoing Conference
President Bernie O’Grady and,
since March, new President Kylie
Henderson.
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR
Christmas is undoubtedly the busiest
time of year, with Society members
purchasing, receiving, wrapping &
delivering hampers and gifts and
assisting with serving Christmas
meals to the homeless and

estranged people.
HIGHLIGHTS
The New Year brought in an air
of expectation and enthusiasm
for national representatives who
formed the Mission and Membership
Team, an initiative of the national
‘One Society, One Voice’ strategic
plan. At their Melbourne meeting in
February, their aim was to explore
and make recommendations to
National Council on how to create
and share resources for mission,
spirituality, membership development
and recruitment including youth and
young adults.
The main aim nationally is to
progress the first Focus Area of the
National Strategic Plan being:
• Nurturing faith and the spiritual life
of the Society
• Growing a committed, active and
skilled membership
In the upcoming new reporting
year, one of the exciting initiatives
put forward is the possibility for
a National Institute of Spirituality
for the Society, to be situated in
Canberra. So that Society members
are ever enriched and ready to
serve whenever we are called on
to do so, be it locally, nationally or
internationally.
Some other great news from the
National Overseas Development
Council, is that one of our NT
Conference members, Celina Lai,

has taken on the work of National
Coordinator of the Assist a Student
Appeal, promoting this wonderful
Appeal to enable many children in
the Asia/Pacific region to receive
support for their education. Last year
in the NT, Celina, with the outgoing
Coordinator- Br Doug Walsh, and our
CEO Betti, visited East Timor, where
the NT has being supporting school
children for a number of years.
The team was shown firsthand the
area and schools that we will have
the privilege to provide assistance
for with this year’s funds from
the NT Appeal, to be launched in
September.
In June this year, our top-end
Conference members had a
combined Conference meeting at
the Holy Spirit School, and had a
unique opportunity to meet with John
Falzon, our Society’s National CEO,
who braved the ‘cool’ NT weather
to participate in this year’s CEO
Sleepout, which was held at the old
historic Darwin Goal and was a great
success.
Finally, I would like to thank all
the members of the Society and
their families and friends who are
engaged in the many works that
the Conferences are involved with
throughout the year.
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ST MARY’S STAR OF THE SEA CONFERENCE
SEAN PARNELL
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This has been the second year
since the re-establishment of a
Society Conference at the St Mary’s
Cathedral Parish. The year has
brought a strengthening of our coreteam of members and we have a
wonderful collection of associate
members who support us in the work
of the Conference.
OUR WORKS
Our works include visiting those
in our area who seek our support,
volunteering on the roster of the
Darwin Vinnies Centre, supporting
the Sunset Outreach Service and
running the Society appeals in the
Cathedral Parish.
Our Conference is unique in
that we are almost all in full time
employment and so juggle our
Vincentian commitment with busy
work and family lives. We work well
together as a team on this, covering
for each other when we travel. It
is no doubt that we feel a constant

strength and support in our God and
all he provides us with. The spiritual
reflections in our meetings provide
an opportunity for us to pray, reflect
and share together, and in this we
are strengthened.
Thank you to all of our members,
volunteers and associates of the St
Mary’s Cathedral Parish Conference
for the work they do and the
loving way in which they do it. It
is a privilege to be walking in the
Vincentian way with you.

Pictured below are Conference
members Marie Emmanuel, Vanna
Garrick, Kellie McDonald, Jade
Garrard, Sean Parnell and Bishop
Eugene Hurley (visiting).

HOLY SPIRIT CONFERENCE
VIN VICTORY

The year 2013 has not been short
of challenges, but our core group
of committed and experienced
Vincentians has made it possible for
the Conference to continue providing
our services.
OUR WORKS
Our Conference has at times during
the year struggled for members,
although we are never short of
volunteers willing to plunge in to
whatever project we are working on.
We are grateful to these willing
helpers – drivers of trucks, hamper
deliverers and Emergency Relief
helpers.
Emergency Relief duties at the
Darwin Centre are shared between
St Paul’s Conference and Holy Spirit.
This seems to be a blessed work, as
every time it seems we might not be
able to complete the roster, another
volunteer comes along.
Our annual Christmas gift and
hamper project was once again
successful, from the pleasure
expressed by the children who
placed the gifts under the Giving
Tree to the big smiles of those who
received the gifts and hampers.
Two of our members continue with
a special hospitality work at the
6.00pm Sunday Mass, by serving
cold drinks, tea, coffee and biscuits
to the congregation, at conclusion of
the Mass.
Although the call for home visitation
is not as strong as it once was,

members have visited and helped
those in need on many occasions
and in many ways. Home visitation
is still a vital part of our work. We
continue to actively seek ways
to expand and enliven the home
visitation work, particularly to provide
comfort the elderly, lonely and
house-bound. This is an ongoing
search.
We have been fortunate in
recent months to obtain three
new members as the result of a
membership appeal at weekend
Masses. These members buoy our
enthusiasm and provide new ideas
at meetings and activities.
The Secretariat has, led by Betti
Knott, again became a hub,
providing much needed coordination
and assistance to the Conference.
Our thanks to all the workers at the
Secretariat.
My report would be incomplete if I
did not mention the sad passing of
Helen McCormack, during the year.
Helen, wife of Gerry McCormack,
was a person of great integrity
and Vincentian values, and will be
missed by many in and beyond the
Society.
Thanks to all the people connected
with the Holy Spirit Conference.
Thanks also to those outside our
Conference who have helped in
any way. We hope and pray that we
might all become more like Blessed
Frederic Ozanam in the work we are
trying to do for the poor.
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ST PAUL’S CONFERENCE
SUE GALLAUGHER
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St Paul’s Conference is a small
Conference that is ready to assist
people in the parish and surrounding
areas. We have six Conference
Membership with average
attendance of 4. In addition we
have a number of members who
assist Joan Halvorsen and Br.
Jerry Bourke with Jail and Hospital
visitations.
The gospel and spiritual reflections
readings remain an important part of
our meetings. The secret collections
held at our meetings amounted to
$600. Through the Poor Box the St
Paul’s parishioners provide additional
financial assistance.
We are also fortunate to have 5/6
volunteers that we can call on to
help us on special occasions such as
Christmas.
OUR WORKS
A big thank you goes to the Parish
for the Christmas Appeal of over
$700 and the great support for the
Assist a Student Appeal.
With the big influx of Asylum seekers
we have problems with furniture and
white goods. We have been known
to buy bits and pieces which doesn’t
help our financial position.
We have two people from our
Conference who help at the Darwin
Centre emergency relief service.
There has been a down turn in

people seeking assistance lately with
only 2 or 3 attending each day. The
Darwin centre provides food parcels,
clothing, Telstra and power and water
assistance along with bonds and rent
money.
We had two very difficult clients in
the last six months - one moved to
Wagga Wagga NSW and then six
weeks later decided she was moving
back – nothing came of it.
The other moved into the Air Raid
Hostel for 12 days and then was
moving to Qld.
Both clients took a lot of time and
effort and a big thank to Br. Ted and
other Vinnies volunteers who helped.
A final thank you to Fr. Roy for
being our Spiritual advisor and for
his ongoing support and use of
the Parish meeting room. We also
thank the staff at head office and the
warehouse for their support.

HOLY FAMILY CONFERENCE
FRANK O’DONNELL

Thanks to the dedication and support
of our members, the Holy Family
Conference has continued strong
and active over the past twelve
months. We meet each Monday
from 5pm to 6pm except for public
holidays. We have seven members,
one only able to attend during School
holidays. The remaining six are
regular attenders. Our members
follow a set agenda each week with
the Spiritual Reading and reflection
taking a high priority.
There have been many requests
from Stuart Park and Bakhita for
emergency relief visits to families in
our area. The requests covered a
variety of services we supply, with
the principal need being furniture.
During the year we contacted the
large families on our list to see if a
further visit was required. Several
asked for further assistance.
OUR WORKS
Our members are also involved in
other activities: prison visitation,
assistance at the warehouse,
emergency relief at Stuart Park, Holy
Family Strategic Plan, Eucharist
ministers, assistance at the Easter
ceremonies and Catechetics at
the local Government School. The
Conference takes responsibility for
the sale of “The Record” catholic
paper from Perth. Our collection
box at the back of the church brings
in much needed funds. This is
helped by one of our members, with
collection box in hand, standing

outside Mass.
Our Christmas activities went off
well. The Christmas tree brought in
a large supply of toys and Christmas
goods. I was greatly impressed by
the generosity of people in general.
The collection and distribution of the
Christmas hampers went to plan. A
large number of volunteers to assist
on the day of distribution. We seem
to get good support from the parish
when in need.
Our bread run continues on the
weekend with bread from Bakers
Delight. A bag of bread and buns is
taken to nine families in the area,
and a further supply to three other
groups:- St Martine De Porres
Parish, Holy Family Parish and a
family group at Knuckey’s Lagoon.
The Conference is very appreciative
of the support given by the NT
Council. The occasional visit
by Gerry McCormack is always
welcome. Our Conference also has
had the support of our Parish Priest,
Fr. Luis Rey, with assistance and
advice.
I hope and pray that God continues
to protect and guide our Conference
during the next twelve months.
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MARY MACKILLOP CONFERENCE
MICAH THORBJENSON
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The Mary MacKillop youth
Conference has had a very positive
2012/2013, with a strong group
of volunteers ably supporting the
continuation of existing activities
such as the Buddies Day and annual
fundraiser, as well as the introduction
of an older kids program (52L8).
At present the Mary MacKillop
Conference is made up of around
16 active volunteers, with another
2-3 contributing when circumstances
allow. The Mary MacKillop
Conference runs the Buddies Day
program once a month on Sunday
and the 52L8 Program – also run
once a month on an afternoon/
evening.
ACTIVITIES
The Buddies Day program involves
taking out children aged between
6 and 12 to places that they
might not normally go to. These
children sometimes come from
disadvantaged backgrounds and
it also gives their parents a well
deserved break!
The 52L8 Program caters for kids
aged 13-16 and is separated into
a boys group and a girls group.
The intent of this program is to
provide a continuation of positive
support to kids who grow too old
for the Buddies Day program,
whilst acknowledging the differing
requirements of boys and girls. The
boys 52L8 group is progressing
well, with regular activities such as
fishing, and going to the footy. The

girls group is still a work in progress,
with more volunteers needed for this
area.
HIGHLIGHTS
The highlights of this past year
include running a fundraiser at the
Deckchair Cinema. This was well
organized by Michael Goodrich
and run collectively by the Mary
MacKillop Conference and the
Vinnies Knockabout Chefs. The
Knockabout Chefs did a superb
job of supplying the freshly cooked
Australian food – an appropriate
accompaniment for the featured
movie – The Sapphires! Over $5000
was raised for the Mary MacKillop
Conference and the Sunset Outreach
Service (SOS) program.
Overall the Conference has
progressed well. Over the next year
we will be looking at continuing to
recruit and build up the structure
of our Conference to ensure that
there is a succession plan when key
members move on.

OUR LADY OF THE SACRED HEART CONFERENCE
KYLIE HENDERSON

Upon taking on the Presidency Role
in March 2013, I have been humbled
by the dedication and selflessness
of the committed volunteers of the
OLSH Conference. Their unwavering
support has helped me to find
my feet in this new position. The
guidance I have received from
Bernie O’Grady has been invaluable
and made the transition a smooth
process.
This year we farewelled Sr. Regina,
our Spiritual Advisor. Sr. Regina
had been leading our group through
inspiring and thought provoking
reflections for the past twelve months
and her presence and contribution
has been sadly missed.
ANNUAL HIGHLIGHTS
The participation of our Conference
and affiliated Mini Vinnies Group in
the Bangtail Muster Parade, held
annually on the May Day Public
Holiday. This initiative was designed
to raise the profile of Vinnies and
was well received by the local
community.
The appointment of the new Centre
Manager Steve Hart has helped
to reinvigorate the volunteers and
seen many new and past volunteers
re-engage with our works. The
community has developed a
greater respect for the work of our
organisation and we have gained 20
volunteers who assist in the running
of the shop on Saturday mornings.
We thank Wayne Cox and Katherine
Centre Manager Hannah Toon

who worked very hard to help get
the shop back up to scratch in the
interim.
OUR WORKS
• Emergency Relief Program (Mon
and Wed).
• Food Van operations (Mon – Fri).
• Literature and votive candle sales
at the church.
• Mini Vinnies at the OLSH College
visits the elderly, makes sandwiches
for the van and raises funds for
Vinnies projects.
• Piety sales for the sacramental
programs and Christmas.
• Collection of Brumby’s bread twice
a week, used for ER and Food Van
• Assist A Student annual drive
• Lenten and Advent reflection
gatherings.
• Winter and Christmas Appeals
including hamper distributions.
• Monthly Shop Committee
meetings, monthly with the
Centre Manager and NT Centres
Coordinator (by telephone) to
discuss the general running of the
Centre.
• Warehouse operations and
Saturday morning shifts in the shop.
Overall, this year has seen St.
Vincent de Paul regain momentum
within the local community and
further strengthen a positive
reputation with volunteers and
those whom we assist. Our sincere
thanks go to Betti and Gerry for their
ongoing support.
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OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS CONFERENCE
KAY FITZPATRICK
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The Conference has had a year
now operating the Palmerston
Centre with Conference members
and other volunteers on a Saturday
morning with great success. Sarah
Morrissey coordinates the roster
and has sourced some enthusiastic
workers from the local parish school
of the Sacred Heart, along with some
eager High school girls. Some find
some treasures while working on
the Saturday mornings and go home
with their purses a bit lighter.
EMERGENCY RELIEF
Erica McMaster coordinates the
emergency relief volunteers for each
Monday to Wednesday. I thank,
Marg, Anne, Monica, Kath and Jill
for the time spent in the Emergency
Relief Program and for the kind and
efficient way the assistance is given.
We see an average of thirty-two
families each month. Home visits
have continued and as always they
are a very important aspect of the
Vincentian work. You can always
learn from visiting these people
who come to us for assistance and
wonder sometimes how they cope
with the hardship they face.
Members helped with the successful
book sale held outside the
Palmerston library. It was a pleasant
day and as well as amazing in the
number of books, records and tapes
that were for sale.

CHRISTMAS
The Christmas hamper and
gift giving was a busy and well
coordinated exercise. We delivered
over ninety hampers and hundreds
of gifts. More happy volunteers
came to help in this important task.
The parishioners were generous in
donating gifts to our “Giving Tree”.
The Sacred Heart school children
wrapped the gifts which was a
wonderful help and spread the
message that Vinnies is there to help
and that Christmas is a time to think
of others. Thank you to the staff and
students.
OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
The Conference has continued to
provide morning tea after Sunday
morning Mass each month. It is a
chance to promote the Society and
its works. There is always a band of
helpers assisting with the preparation
and cleaning up.
Meetings have taken a more social
turn this year, with every second
meeting being held at Kath’s house.
They provide lovely opportunities
to spend time sharing a chat and a
cuppa with the fellow Conference
members.
Several members have visited the
jail this year and are happy to spend
time with any who come to seek
assistance in the way of a listening
ear.

TWINNED CONFERENCE
Our Twinned Conference, St
Alphonsus in East Java (pictured
below) has been sending photos and
letters to us. It has been interesting
to see how the members there have
helped their community with such
basic needs such as helping to
educate children and assisting older
people to make ends meet.
Having a twin communicating with us
emphasises the global nature of the
St Vincent de Paul Society, all with
the same message.

37

KNOCKABOUT CHEFS
DAVID TAYLOR
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This period was about building
capacity for expansion and growth of
the program. Thanks to the amazing
work of the 2012 CEO Sleepout,
we were able to expand our tiny
kitchen to create a separate training
area, and upgrade our equipment
to bring it into this century. These
renovations seemed to take forever,
but were finally completed in
September.
Although records will show very few

Pictured are Rotary President Roger Pocock, Aaron McCulloch and Chef David Taylor

students for this year, we saw the
return of several students from the
past who needed assistance with
work placements and further training.
This is what sets our Knockabout
Chefs program apart from others.
It is our ability to be flexible and
continue to support and assist
students beyond the scope of the
course.
PARTNERSHIP WITH ROTARY
In January we put on a slap up
breakfast at Bakhita Centre for
about 30 members of the Rotary
Club of Darwin Sunrise. I think they
were pleasantly surprised by the
atmosphere and “homely” Darwin
feel about the place. This meeting
established a wonderful relationship
with Rotary. Members raised over
$1000 at the breakfast to assist
students of the program.
Rotary Club of Darwin Sunrise now
sponsors 5 students each year with
uniforms and text books. We have
also established an Outstanding
Achievement Award for our most
improved participant for the year.
The Knockabout team cooked and
served a 3 course meal for the
annual changeover dinner where
student Aaron McCullough took
out the inaugural prize including
a very fancy Santoku chef’s knife.
Aaron’s family were invited to share
in his glory. Aaron’s persistence
and tenacity to overcome hurdles
should be an inspiration to us all. His
journey through this course has been

inspiring. We are indeed fortunate
to have such amazing Rotarians
acknowledge and support Aaron and
the work of the Knockabout Chefs.
CATERING WITH SOUL
Knockabout Chefs are soon to
establish our “Catering with Soul”
mini social enterprise. This will
formalise the outside catering that
we have been doing. During this
period we catered for numerous
Society functions as well as the
opening of the new Melaleuca
Centre, 30th anniversary dinner
for the Environment Centre NT,
opening night party for Tracks dance
performance Eight to Eighty. These
events allow our participants to
interact directly with people and get
to see the fruits of their labour.
SUPPORTERS
We need to acknowledge incredible
support of the following donors and
contributors:
Asian United Food Service, Fresh
Produce, Foodbank NT, Baptistcare
NT, Rotary Darwin Sunrise Club,
DeeBee Catering, Jade and Jay
Embuscado Ex Cornucopia,
Paspaley Pearls, Brumbies,
Bakers Delight, Paul’s Parmalat,
Pavonia Place, Darwin Sailing
Club (Lai Brothers), Jeb Fab, Anita
at Government House and the
wonderous array of people who drop
food donations off throughout the
year. Many thanks.
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COMMUNITY AND CORPORATE RELATIONS
SUSAN PENFOLD
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The new position of Community
and Corporate Relations Manager
has generated a lot of activity with a
number of highlights.

Pictured below are youth volunteers
at the CEO Sleepout

BOOKSALE
A booksale was held in Palmerston’s
Goyder Square in May. Everybody
who attended loved this event and
another one will be held later in
the year. A big thank you goes to
Conference members and other
volunteers who made a backbreaking effort moving the books
onto trolleys and back again
Pictured is one happy customer
purchasing a book with money from
his piggy bank.

CEO SLEEPOUT
41 CEOs slept out in June raising
over $105,000. We had two speakers
talking about their experience
of homelessness including one
of the CEOs. The experience of
homelessness was an eye-opener
for many of the CEOs who attended.
The top fundraisers were:
Natasha Harvey-Baron
Fr Roy O’Neill 		
Adrian Hudson 		
Quentin Kilian 		
Tony Schelling 		
George Parkyn 		
George Roussos 		

$11,540
$10,545
$ 7,875
$ 6,620
$ 5,955
$ 5,700
$ 5,180

YOUTH REPORT
MICHAEL GOODRICH & CLARISA LOPEZ

Over the past year the young
members of Vinnies have contributed
vastly to their school and community
helping those in need with dignity,
respect and love.
O’Loughlin College students
through the Social Action Group
ran a number of good works
projects including running a Fair
Trade/Vinnies Op-Shop stall at the
Palmerston Markets. O’Loughlin
College students were also
involved in a number of social
justice programs like the Homeless
Matters Couch Surfing Race to raise
awareness of youth homeless. Year
7 students in Term 4 of 2012 took
part in a 6 week unit of work as part
of their Professional Development
investigating Vinnies and it’s good
works. This program is now a part of
the Year 7 curriculum at O’Loughlin
College developing a strong
foundation for students. At the other
end of the school, Year 12 students
volunteered their time to be camp
leaders on a kids camp for children
with special needs facilitated by Total
Recreation and SVdP NT.
St Johns College students have
been active in their good works
through a 5 week community
services investigation for Years 8 and
9. Students have begun volunteering
at Ozanam house by helping to
serve Wednesday breakfast. Vinnies
has also formed a St Johns fishing
club, open to all students which
encourages building friendships with

students from different cultures and
backgrounds. The school ran two
major events in support of Vinnies
which were the 2012 Christmas Fair
and 2013 Dragonfly Festival. Many
of the St Johns students have also
volunteered their time outside of
school volunteering on Buddies, the
Christmas Appeal, SOS Van and our
fundraisers.
The main event for our young
members this year was attending
the Vinnies Youth Conference in July
2012 in Melbourne. Over the 3 days,
8 NT young members joined 120
other young Vincentians from around
Australia where they shared ideas
and learnt about the good works
Vinnies do throughout Australia.
While building on our relationships
with schools such as St Johns
and O’Loughlin College we are
also developing partnerships with
other schools and organisations
such as Melaleuka through the
Help Increase the Peace Program
and Amity Community Services
developing connections with
Knuckey Community and Palmerston
Indigenous Village. Through these
partnerships we have broadened our
reach to those in need and shared
our story. Looking back over the
past year it is astonishing to see
the scope of good works our young
volunteers and members have
been involved in and the time and
sacrifices they give for what they
believe in.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
BILL BURFORD
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I am very pleased to present the
financial statements of the Society in
the Northern Territory.
The reports indicate an operational
loss of $323,000 for the year. After
non-operating adjustments (sale
of assets $75k, National Council
support for Kitchen of $50k, transfer
of Bees Creek assets to the
Government $48k, bequests $6K,
transfers to/from Vinnies $97K)
results were a net loss of $143,000.
It should be noted that, in accordance
with audit and accounting
requirements, expenditure includes
the non-cash item of depreciation of
$445,000.
This is a very favourable result
against our budget. It was influenced
by savings in staff salaries but
this was somewhat offset by lower
Centre sales and increased repairs
and maintenance. Repairs and
maintenance continue to be an
ongoing concern.

statements incorporate the salary
adjustments that resulted from the
approved review recommendations.
In accordance with good
governance, a detailed audit is
currently underway on the Work,
Health & Safety of all of our
operations. Considering the age of
our buildings, it is anticipated that
some additional expenses could
result from this audit.

The Annual Financial Statements as
presented in this report have been
prepared in the new format approved
by the National Council. It is hoped
that the new format will present a
clearer picture of how our resources
have been utilised.

The Finance Committee has
continued to meet monthly and the
assistance provided by our Financial
Controller, Paul Perryman, is very
much appreciated.

During the year a Human
Resources review presented a
rationalisation of all staff positions,
including classifications, duties
and responsibilities. The financial

A great result again from the CEO
Sleep-out with over $100,000 raised.
The new position of Community
and Corporate Relations, which
concentrates on fund raising and
public relations has been well
handled by Susan Penfold – great
work Sue.
The Northern Territory Government
has continued to support our
operations and no major funding cuts
have occurred.

COUNCIL’S REPORT
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AUDIT REPORT
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AUDIT REPORT
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FINANCIALS
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FINANCIALS
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FINANCIALS
Expenditure Analysis
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St Vincent de Paul Society (NT) Inc.
107 Dick Ward Drive, Coconut Grove, 0810, NT.
Phone: (08) 8948 8100 Fax: (08) 8948 2844
Email: admin@svdpnt.org.au
Website: www.vinnies.org.au

