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president’s message
Dear friends,
It is with great pleasure that
I present you with the new
edition of Vision, a great
medium for us to share
the important work being
undertaken by our members,
volunteers and employees in
addressing social injustice.
In the bicentenary year of Blessed Frederic Ozanam’s
birth, it is important to note that a movement that was
started by a young man and student so many years
ago is still well and truly alive in modern day Australia.
As I have travelled across the state recently meeting
members and volunteers and discussing the new
Strategic Plan, I have been touched by the amazing
work being undertaken at the grassroots level by our
members. The passion, commitment and dedication
shown by so many is truly inspirational.
On page 12 you will read the story of Blessed Frederic
Ozanam and the celebrations the Society will undertake

CEO’s message
Dear friends,
Over the past few months, Ray
Reynolds and I have visited
each of the Central Councils
to discuss the Strategic Plan.
We received a very positive
response and it is clear there
is a high level of commitment
to what the plan is aiming
to achieve. With members,
volunteers and staff working together across the
organisation, I am sure that we will be successful in
implementing the plan and achieving the best possible
results for the people that we assist.
One of the critical actions in the plan relates to
‘Strengthening our Spirituality.’ Members, volunteers and
staff have had the opportunity to be part of discussions
to work out what this means. The discussions allowed
us to talk about how we live out the values of the St
Vincent de Paul Society and its founder Blessed Frederic
Ozanam. Our founder’s story is truly inspirational and it

this year to mark his bicentenary. On pages 5 - 6 you will
read the latest news from members across the Society.
On pages 16 to 19 you will read about the very exciting
work of our Mini Vinnies and youth groups.
Recently, you would have received information about the
incorporation of the Society in NSW. This decision by the
NSW State Council means there will be greater accountability
for corporate governance; a responsibility to be shared by all
members, volunteers and employees. On page 22 you will
find more information about what incorporation means to you.
As we undertake our Winter Appeal, we ask ordinary
Australians to dismiss attitudes of powerlessness and be
inspired to take action on the things that matter to them.
This message is very pertinent as the work of all Vincentians
is to continue to take action in our local communities and in
doing that, continue to change lives for the better every day.
Yours sincerely,

Ray Reynolds
President, NSW State Council
St Vincent de Paul Society

is always useful to reflect on whether we are working in
a way that is consistent with his mission and values. On
page 23 you will be able to read about the latest news
on the implementation of the Strategic Plan.
Another priority identified in the plan is “Raise our Voice”
which focuses on the Society’s role in advocating on behalf
of the people who use its services. With the 2013 Vinnies
CEO Sleepout soon approaching, the Society will use this
opportunity to call on both sides of government to recommit to
the 2008 White Paper’s call to halve homelessness by 2020.
It is imperative that both sides of the political fence commit
to finding real and lasting solutions to homelessness.
There is still a need to ensure that services can intervene
early to break the cycle of homelessness by providing
sustainable housing and improving social and economic
participation. On page 27 you can read more about the
Halve Homelessness campaign and how we are shining
a light on this insidious issue.

Michael Perusco
CEO, St Vincent de Paul Society NSW
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Coonabarabran
Bushfires

After bushfires devastated the community of Coonabarabran
earlier this year, many properties were left with little or no clean
tank water. Many more tanks had to be flushed out and were left
needing extensive repairs as pipes had simply melted away.
With the assistance of the Warrumbungle Shire Mayor’s Bushfire Appeal,
the St Vincent de Paul Society was able to not only assist evacuated
residents return to their homes, but provide 10,000 litres of potable water.
Coonabarabran Conference President Louis Sutton spent weeks
following the fires registering people to receive the clean water.
“We had never experienced anything on this scale before so we were
trying to help people in every possible way,” says Ms Sutton.
Ms Sutton explains that local business and communities across NSW
were instrumental in supporting the work of the local Conference.
“We have received such generous support from across the state and
even from Queensland, who not long after were dealing with their own
natural disaster. It has been very humbling.”
Disaster Appeal envelopes are available from the State Office. Contact jess.mienert@vinnies.org.au

Brightening up

people’s lives
I

n the Central Western New South Wales town of
Orange, Society members have been hard at work
lending a helping hand to our Pacific Island neighbours
of Fiji by donating solar lighting systems.

So far, six lighting systems have been sent to remote Fijian
communities that have limited or no access to electricity.
One of the motivating forces behind the initiative is Bathurst
Central Council Twinning Coordinator, Rosie Frecklington who
moved to Australia from Tamavua in Fiji over thirty years ago.
Rosie explains that the solar lighting systems are really changing
people’s lives for the better. In May she headed back to her
village in Fiji and witnessed these changes first hand.
“There were 15 more lighting systems sent over before I got there.
It was wonderful to see the difference these lights have made.”
In a letter received by Bathurst Central Council from the
community of Tamavua, they expressed their deep gratitude.
Community leader Sophie Evans wrote, “Our homes were lit
up by these lights. The darkness just seemed to disappear.
You have all brought so much joy, brightness and smiles into
our lives, families and homes. The school children will now
have bright lights to read and write with and we, the older
ones can read also or do other things. The lights can be left
on all night without us having to worry about paying higher
bills for such bright lights.”
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Barry Finch
receives Outstanding
Community Services Award

Broken Bay Central Council President, Barry Finch was
recently awarded an Outstanding Community Services
Award for his work as a member of the St Vincent de
Paul Society.

Barry Finch
receives
his award

A member for over 30 years, Barry has been very active
in all areas of the Society and previously held the position
of President of the Chatswood Regional Council where
he was instrumental in setting up the No Interest Loans
Scheme and helping to open Vinnies Centres in Northbridge,
Artarmon, Chatswood and Forestville.

Barry was instrumental in setting up hospital and nursing
homes visitation teams and arranging volunteers to assist
at the Matthew Talbot Hostel in Woolloomooloo.

For several years Barry has also been involved with
the Home Visitation Team visiting people experiencing
disadvantage in inner city Sydney and is now the President
of the Redfern Task Force.

Barry has always made particular efforts to recruit future
Society members and has embarked on many fundraising
events so that the Society can further assist people
experiencing disadvantage.

Celebrating 50 years of service
Fifty years of service,
Gerard Langdon

Gerard Langdon recently celebrated 50 years as a
member of the St Vincent de Paul Society.
Gerard began working at the Vinnies Newtown shop fresh
out of school and went on to work with the Society’s first
assisted employment workshop for men.
Gerard has been involved with the Society’s disability
services from the first James Maloney workshop to
Ozanam Industries as it stands today. Gerard has also
committed a lot of time to providing the history of the
Society’s assisted employment services.
Retiring from full time work in 1996, Gerard has continued
to have an active presence in his local Conference. He
regularly dedicates his time to home visitation and other
Conference duties because he feels there are people in
much more need than him.
Gerard encourages people to become members of their
own local Conference.
“If you can’t try and help those who are worse off than
yourself, especially your neighbours, then you’re never
going to get anywhere,” he says.

For information on member recruitment
contact kate.scholl@vinnies.org.au

The Society would like to thank Gerard for his dedication
and commitment to Vincentian values and congratulates
him on reaching 50 years as a valued member.
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New Maronite

Conference
Members of Our Lady
of Lebanon Conference

Parramatta Central Council welcomed its newest
Conference members from Our Lady of Lebanon Conference
in Harris Park. Under the guidance of Parramatta Central
Council Executive Officer, Deacon Tony Hoban and Vice
President Anne Stanford the new Conference members
have been getting a firsthand introduction to the core work
of the Society, home visitation.
Conference President Kim Moussa is excited to see how
the new Conference will grow.
“Our parish has a strong sense of community and we are
encouraged to involve ourselves in community work. It helps
to strengthen our faith in God. Just like Frederic Ozanam
and his group of young members, we have a compassionate
outlook and enthusiasm. We hope to do good works in
our Conference for many years helping people in the local
community,” said Ms Moussa.
The Conference is calling on its fellow parishioners in their
first fundraising appeal to help raise money for the Society
to continue providing services in the local area.

Wagga Wagga

DYNAMIC DUO

DEDICATED
SERVICE

Earlier this year, Ross and Pat Corner were
awarded the Citizen of the Year for their tireless
work with refugees in the Wagga Wagga region.

Pat Leonard

After joining the Marist
Junior Conference in
Forbes in 1946, Pat
Leonard has remained
a dedicated and
valued member of
the St Vincent de Paul
Society in Broken Hill.

Over the course of
his time with the Society he has worn many hats
including St Mary’s Conference President, Central
Council President, Wilcannia Forbes Diocesan
President and most recently the Spiritual Advisor
of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Conference.
Dynamic duo,
Ross and Pat Corner
The dynamic husband and wife duo have been
Society members for many decades. The St
Vincent de Paul Society would like to thank them
for their hard work and dedication.
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As a result of his wonderful work, Pat was
presented with a Broken Hill Citizenship Award in
1996, a Commonwealth Award for his charity work
in 2000 and was inducted into the Broken Hill Hall
of Fame in 2011.
The St Vincent de Paul Society thanks Pat for
67 years of service.

members NEWS

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Long term member of the Lidcombe Conference, Geoff Barrett,
recently received a Highly Commended Award at the Auburn
Council Australia Day Awards for his work with the St Vincent de
Paul Society and his local community.
Geoff first joined the Lidcombe Conference 23 years ago and has held
a number of roles including Regional President, NSW Volunteer Advisory
Committee member, Auburn Interfaith Network member and Vice President
and President of the NSW Migrant and Refugee Advisory Committee.
Speaking about the award and his extensive involvement in the
community, Geoff said, “I was very grateful for the recognition of my
work in the community and hope it can raise awareness of how the
Society can assist people in need.”
Geoff is currently the Lidcombe Conference President and regularly
participates in home visitation, assisting those who are experiencing
disadvantage and promoting the core work of the Society.
“With understanding, respect and compassion, I believe everyone can
make a difference if they can see the face of Christ in people in need
and encourage others to do small things.”

Lending Library
ST BERNADETTE’S

Geoff Barrett
receives his award

Orange Vinnies Van turns five
The Vinnies Van in Orange recently celebrated its fifth birthday.
Vinnies Van volunteers have given out more than 20,000
meals to disadvantaged people in Orange since the service
began. Coordinator Rosie Frecklington said, “To us it’s still all
about giving a hand up not a hand out.”

The Rule
Revised edition
available

St Bernadette’s Conference in Lalor Park has started
a lending library of religious literature for members
of the parish.
Conference President Kevin Sloane says the initiative advances
the work of the Society in promoting Catholic and religious
literature. Over 100 books are displayed on bookshelves in the
Piety Stall for parishioners to browse and borrow.

Printed copies of The
Rule 7th Edition, Revised
2012 are now available
from the Resource
Distribution Centre.
Copies have also been
sent to the Diocesan
Central Councils for
distribution.
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Spiritual Reflection
at Jim da Silva Farm
Jim Da Silva Farm recently hosted a retreat day
which focused on the work of Blessed Frederic
Ozanam and Dorothy Day.
The reflections reinforced two fundamental
Christian beliefs. Firstly, that we are called to
serve Christ through helping and empowering
people who are experiencing disadvantage and
secondly, that the authority and sacraments of
the Church hold together and nourish our faith.
Each participant brought along a meal to share
with the rest of the group in their ‘pot luck lunch.’

BIRTHDAY Qu i lting
CE LE B RATION S

for peace

Frances Brown recently celebrated her eightieth
birthday by enjoying a lovely lunch at the Forbes
Services Club with friends from both the St
Vincent de Paul Society Forbes and the Jemalong
Residential Village.
Frances dedicated much of her time to the Society
over the past fifteen years as a valued member of
the Forbes Vinnies Centre and the Sacred Heart
Conference. Frances is now enjoying retirement at
Jemalong Retirement Village in Forbes.

Generous
quilters at work
St Martin de Porres Conference in Davidson was recently
donated over 30 beautiful handmade quilts by a generous
group of ladies from Logan’s Community Quilters at
Leichhardt. The ladies meet monthly to make quilts for
various charities. Each quilt is labelled with a number 1-1000
with a crane symbol and message “1000 cranes for peace.”

Frances and
friends celebrate
her 80th
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The quilts were distributed to women in the Central Coast,
Inner Sydney and the Davidson/Terry Hills area.
The Community Quilters also donated another four quilts
especially for the St Martin de Porres Conference to use
in their Winter Appeal raffle.

MEMBER & VOLUNTEER
members
ENGAGEMENT
NEWS

New resources online
The St Vincent de Paul Society website now has a new dedicated member and volunteer resources page with ideas
and guides for member activities and enrichment. The page includes a liturgy kit for the Bicentenary of Blessed
Frederic Ozanam and the Annual Review.

Council and
Conference
Reflection and
Review
The Annual Reflection and Review, available on
vinnies.org.au, allows Conferences to reflect on
the past year and look to the year ahead. Sydney
Regional Council has used this process to
identify regional strengths and needs, providing
an opportunity to focus on these issues in future
meetings. Sydney Regional Council President,
Mick McIntyre said, “the Reflection and Review
worked really well as the members shared
ideas and helped one another with ways to
address the problems. It reminds us that we
are a community, in this together.”

ers
Inviting oth
s
u
to join

ce Kit
Recruitment Resour

Vincentian Visitation
Guidelines
Vincentian Visitation
Guidelines

The Guidelines for Vincentian
Visitation is a new resource available
to encourage good practice in
responding to the needs of the
people we assist and our members.
A Vincentian reaches out with the
hand of friendship, offering Christ’s
compassionate love through our
presence. The Guidelines remind us
that person to person contact is the
essence of what we do and unites us
as Vincentians wherever that service
is carried out.

Revised Member
Recruitment Kit
Now available
‘Inviting others to join us’, an initiative of the Volunteer Development
Advisory Committee, is now available for Conferences ready to
engage in a recruitment program. This resource includes planning
pages suggesting a variety of strategies and tools to get started.
It also includes outlines for possible activities and promotional
resources and ideas. Fore a copy of the kit please contact Kate
Scholl on (02) 9568 0209.
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VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT
Saying thanks during
National Volunteer Week
From May 13-19 Australians came together to
celebrate the ongoing commitment and dedication
of volunteers across the country and to acknowledge
the positive impact volunteers have in the community.
Without volunteers the St Vincent de Paul Society would
not be able to operate many of its Vinnies Shops or
provide crucial grassroots work such as visitation in
homes, aged care facilities and prisons.
Volunteers also play a key support role in many of our
Special Works in a range of areas including migrant and
refugee services, homeless services, care for people
with disabilities, vocational services for people with a
disability, drug, alcohol and gambling counselling, financial
counselling, disaster recovery and street vans.
St Vincent de Paul Society NSW President Ray Reynolds
expressed his gratitude for the selfless work contributed
by volunteers.

Lending a hand

Compeer Program
Volunteers
Volunteers within the Compeer program provide friendship
and support to people living with mental illness. Compeer
reduces social isolation often experienced as a result
of mental illness by matching volunteers and clients to
spend time together through a number of social activities.
Thanks to the commitment of Compeer volunteers more
than 260 friendships have been matched. If you would
like to volunteer with Compeer please contact Alex on
(02) 8622 0390

Mary Mackillop Outreach
Volunteers
at work
“Across the State some 16,000 members and volunteers
continue to ensure that the Society can provide support
and services to the many Australians experiencing
disadvantage. It is truly humbling that so many people,
from many different walks of life, continue to give their
time and skills to our organisation. We thank each and
every one of them,” said Mr Reynolds.
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Volunteers at Mary Mackillop Outreach (MMO) provide
daily support to clients living with mental illness through
centre based cooking, arts, beauty and computer skills
programs, as well as external activities including BBQ’s,
bowling and learn to swim programs.
MMO are looking for volunteers to expand their team
and provide even more specialised and person centred
programs for clients. These hardworking volunteers
enrich the lives of some of Sydney’s most vulnerable
people creating a lifelong difference. If you would like
to join the MMO volunteer team please contact Lauren
on (02) 9568 0247.

MEMBER & VOLUNTEER
members
ENGAGEMENT
NEWS
MAVE

Corporate

Volunteering
Workplace volunteering has gained a lot of momentum
over the past few months with some very worthwhile
projects being undertaken across the St Vincent de Paul
Society by our corporate partners.
Corporate groups from B N P Paribas and Janssen
participated in volunteering events at our some of our
services. Each firm supplied a staff team and the financial
contribution necessary to prepare and serve a BBQ on
the rooftop of the Matthew Talbot Hostel. A new monthly
initiative, the BBQs are an example of activities designed
to provide workplace partners with an opportunity to work
within our services, building a greater understanding of the
social issues we address in the community.
Janssen also supplied a team and materials for a Backyard
Blitz at Claffy House. Tackling a garden which had become
overgrown, the team prevailed over the weeds and wellestablished root systems to produce a fertilised bed which
will soon be ready for seeding. The mums, children and
staff at Claffy House are excited that they will soon be
eating fruit and vegetables from their own garden, as well
as having a quiet, shady place of solitude to relax or read a
book. The Janssen staff were impressed by the work being
done at Claffy House and have indicated their willingness
to continue to support this important Special Work.
In addition to this, several team members from the Ore
Processing section of North Parkes Mines volunteered their
time to help out the Parkes Centre. This was part of the

community component of their Health, Safety, Environment
and Community commitment. Anthony Butcher, the Manager
of Ore Processing and Logistics said, “We want to contribute
to the community and also demonstrate just one area
where employees can volunteer their help or expertise.
It was also a fun activity to bring the team together with
the Vinnies volunteers.”
In February this year, Red Bull concluded their national
conference at Eveleigh by contributing a day towards
community service. Young and highly enthusiastic, the Red
Bull staff were divided into three teams. The largest, a group
of 70, were transported to the Matthew Talbot Hostel to do a
magnificent job cleaning and detailing the rooftop recreation
area. Another smaller group did a similarly terrific job in
the courtyard at Frederic House. The third group headed
to Vincentian House where they hit the local shops to
purchase back-to-school materials for the KEEP Program.

Backyard Blitz at Claffy House
To submit projects to be considered for the corporate
volunteering program contact Andrew on (02) 9568 0201

MEMBER & VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT

Bicentenary of Blessed
Frederic Ozanam
April marked the bicentenary of the birth of the St Vincent de Paul Society’s founder, Blessed Frederic
Ozanam, who was born in northern Italy on 23 April 1813. Frederic is not only an intriguing personality who
can help us better understand France in the first half of the 19th century but his work and teachings provide
insight into the issues and opportunities that exist for a worldwide St Vincent de Paul Society in 2013.
Blessed Frederic Ozanam founded the St Vincent de Paul
Society in Paris 1833, after witnessing first-hand the
devastating effects the turmoil of the French Revolution had
on society’s underclasses. Startled by the disparity between
the wealthy and the poor, he saw the marginalised forced
into the depths of poverty with disease, unemployment and
alcoholism rife among these communities.
Frederic’s story is still very relevant today. The lesson we
learn from Ozanam is that social justice is not just about
giving the less fortunate a hand out or a place to sleep
but instead trying to understand the underlying causes
and circumstances that cause these great social divides
in the first place.
“Charity must never look to the past, but always to the
future, because the number of its past works is still very
small and the present and future miseries that it must
alleviate are infinite,” he once said.
The St Vincent de Paul Society NSW will commemorate
the bicentenary of Frederic’s birth through a series of
activities throughout the year. These activities will include:
Central Council Celebrations: Central Councils are encouraged to hold a special Mass during 2013 to celebrate this
great occasion. A Liturgy Kit resource has been prepared to assist councils and members in their planning. The 2013
Annual Mass in December will place special emphasis on the bicentenary celebrations.
Social Media Competition: A multimedia social justice competition will be run asking young Vincentians to create
a short clip raising awareness of a social justice issue and connecting this to the story of Blessed Frederic Ozanam.
The winning clips will be used to promote youth volunteering.
Social Justice in the Pub: A series of events are being organised to raise awareness and encourage discussions
about social justice issues. These events will encourage local communities to explore what we can do as individuals
and in partnership to strengthen and expand the Society’s good works.
Blessed Frederic Ozanam animation: This animation looks at the story of Blessed Frederic Ozanam and how
his good works have lived on long after his initial movement to help people experiencing disadvantage.
For assistance with promoting your Blessed Frederic Ozanam celebrations contact Kate Scholl on (02) 9568 0209
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Abergeldie builds better communities
Abergeldie Complex Infrastructure has been a proud sponsor
of the Vinnies Van in Penrith and Parramatta since November
2008, ensuring that meals and drinks are provided every
night of the year to people who would otherwise go hungry.
Twenty Abergeldie staff including CEO Mick Boyle volunteer
with the Vinnies Van on a rotating monthly roster.
Abergeldie employee Barry has volunteered with the Vinnies Van
for five years and said that he enjoys the interaction with the
people they meet. “I can see that such a small effort goes a long
way in helping those less fortunate than me,” said Barry.
CEO Mick Boyle, an ambassador for the Vinnies CEO Sleepout
said, “Abergeldie aims to build better communities, not just by
providing crucial infrastructure but by working with people to
improve their livelihoods.”

Bathurst raises
money for
Assist-a-Student

Artes Christi

After hearing a guest speaker at her local parish
talk about the disadvantage faced by overseas
students, Jen and fellow parishioners at the
Bathurst Catholic Cathedral were inspired to
raise funds to support the St Vincent de Paul
Society’s Assist-a-Student program. The parish
involved musicians from local schools and local choir
groups to put on a Christmas event. Parishioners
helped raise over $500 for the program.

Artes Christi support Christian communities through
concerts, plays and carol events which spanned from
Sydney through to Coffs Harbour, Tweed Heads and
Brisbane. Artes Christi raised $1067 for the Vinnies
NSW Christmas Appeal.

“We chose to support Assist-a-Student because we
realised that it only takes a small amount of money
to make a big difference in a disadvantaged child’s
education. We felt we could make more of a difference
with our donations this way,” explained Jen.

Students sing
to raise funds

Sydney based arts association Artes Christi
Australia used their creative talents to raise money
for the Vinnies 2012 Christmas Appeal.

Mayoral Giving
City of Canada Bay Council showed their support
for people experiencing disadvantage in their
local community by donating items to the Mayor’s
Giving Tree.
The donated items were distributed by four local
Conferences to individuals and families within the City
of Canada Bay area just in time for Christmas. Mayor
Angelo Tsirekas said, “Christmas is a time of giving
and a chance for our community to come together and
show their support to those who need a helping hand.”

AUTUMN/WINTER
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Vesuvius Australia
Generous staff at the Vesuvius Australia
offices in Bulli and Padtsow donated items to
the Vinnies Christmas Gift Appeal. These gifts
were given to families in the local area who are
experiencing disadvantage.

Would you like
a donation
with that?
Generous customers of Grill’d Harbourside generously
awarded the Vinnies Toy and Hamper Appeal with a $300
donation through the Grill’d Local Matters program. The
Local Matters Program allows customers to choose which
community initiative they would like to donate to with each
burger purchase.

IGA Christmas Appeal
Last Christmas people shopping for groceries at IGA stores around the country also did their bit for people
experiencing disadvantage thanks to a partnership between the supermarket chain and the St Vincent de Paul
Society. Through its Community Chest program, shoppers bought specially marked products, a percentage of
which went to the Vinnies Christmas Appeal. Across Australia IGA raised $285,446 towards the Appeal.
The St Vincent de Paul Society’s members and employees
spread the word, encouraging everyone to keep an eye
out for the IGA Community Chest logo on the shelves.
Information about the program also featured in the
supermarket’s catalogue and advertisements.
Each year, the St Vincent de Paul Society provides food
and other assistance to people and families experiencing
disadvantage at Christmas. National President, Anthony
Thornton said the Society was grateful for all donations and
the publicity generated by the Community Chest program.
IGA also kindly donated 275 hampers to families
across Australia.
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State Council President, Ray
Reynolds receives a generous
donation from IGA

COMMUNITY & CORPORATE GIVING
Real Estate Institute NSW support

Tim McKibbin, CEO REINSW, David Gillan, Ray White, Lower North Shore, Vlad Nestorovski,
Activities Officer, Ozanam Learning Centre, Julie McDonald, General Manager, Community and
Corporate Relations, St Vincent de Paul Society and Christian Payne, President, REINSW.

The Real Estate Institute of NSW (REINSW) has continued its support of the St Vincent de Paul Society through its
annual Novice Auctioneers competition. Through the auction the REINSW donated $23,220. The Northern Beaches
division donated $9075 to Broken Bay Youth Reach, the Maitland/Newcastle division donated $8060 to Compeer and
the State Finals $6085 was raised for the Matthew Talbot Hostel anger management program.

Vietnamese

Catholic Community

continue culture of giving
The Vietnamese Catholic Community Conference generously
raised more than $30,000 for the St Vincent de Paul Society
Tasmania Bushfire Appeal. Since 1985, the Vietnamese
community have raised almost $2 million for national and
international natural disaster appeals, including $50,000 for
the 2009 Queensland floods and $70,000 for the Victorian
Bushfire victims in 2007. The Society is very grateful for the
ongoing generosity of this strong and giving community.

State Council President, Ray
Reynolds receives a donation from
the Vietnamese community

AUTUMN/WINTER

Vision 15

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS
REJUVENATING

MEMBERSHIP

Shirley Heap and Jess Lewis were members of the
Francis of Assisi High School Conference in Armidale
throughout their time at O’Connor Catholic College.
After completing their HSC in 2012 they joined the St Joseph
Adult Conference in Armidale. The commitment shown by
these two young women has rejuvenated the spirit of the
older members, and they have brought a new enthusiasm and
excitement to the Conference.
Kylie McPherson and Renee Eckersley were both active
members of the St Agnes High School Conference during
school. The two dedicated women are continuing their
membership with the Society, this time wearing different hats
as teacher coordinators of the newly formed Mini Vinnies at
St Nicholas School in Tamworth.

Annual Armidale High School
Leadership Camp
All five High Schools in the Armidale Central Council
participated in the Vinnies High School Leadership
Camp held at Lake Keepit Sport and Recreation Facility.
The program was jam packed with activities and provided
a great platform for Conference members to share ideas
regarding fundraising and membership recruitment.
Participating students were encouraged to create a banner
for their Conference, telling a visual story of their good works.
The students performed a role-play focused on the theme
of “welcoming the stranger”. This provided the students with
a deeper understanding of how compassion and empathy is
core in our Society’s work.

Armidale Central Council Centres President, Rosemary Fisher
gave a presentation at the camp, giving students insight into
the magnitude of the work Society members and volunteers
do across the state, nationally and internationally. Rosemary
also shared some information on the Strategic Plan 20132018 which was well received.

“O” Week kicks off training for keen
St Albert’s students in Armidale
“O” Week at St Albert’s College saw 140 first year UNE
students undertake training for community work with
the St Albert’s Young Adults Conference. Volunteering
with the Society gives the students a great opportunity to
balance their study, sporting, social and community life.
Students decided which specific areas of Vincentian work
they would like to support including working with kids in
need, visitation or in Vinnies Shops.

DVD drive for Vincentian House
Students from St Paul of the Cross Catholic Primary School in Dulwich Hill ran a DVD drive collecting items to restock
the video library for the men, women and children at Vincentian House. The students dug deep with hundreds of titles
donated in time for the school holidays.

University of Sydney Conference
Programs aimed at assisting teenagers are relatively new in the Sydney Archdiocese Central Council. Youth Conferences
from across Australia have assisted Sydney start up new programs that provide teenagers with mentoring to help them reach
their potential. Sydney University students take young people on outings such as Laser Tag, bowling or a day at Luna Park.
“We have a group of wonderfully committed and loving volunteers who put a huge amount of time and energy into the
program, which means it can only get better from here,” said University of Sydney Teen Day Coordinator Cassie Wright.
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YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS
Stannies raises money for Vinnies
Students at St Stanislaus College, Bathurst have been busy raising money for a variety of causes as well as
volunteering their time to help people experiencing disadvantage in the wider Bathurst community. The young
men have given their time to help staff the local ‘Tucker Van’ which supplies hot meals three nights per week.
Stannies was once again a great supporter of the annual Matthew Talbot Hostel Appeal donating an amazing amount
of personal care items. Over 2,000 individual items were delivered to the Hostel to be included in the Christmas
hampers for men.
2013 has seen the boys raise funds at the school swimming carnival for Disaster Relief Programs in NSW and QLD as
well as holding a breakfast BBQ at the school equestrian event.
About six students visit a Catholic Nursing Home once a week and entertain the residents with music, singing, games
and conversation.

Bringing music to St Lucy’s
Broken Bay Central Council kindly donated a variety of musical
instruments to the St Lucy’s School for Deaf and Blind. St Lucy’s is a
creative arts school where children explore their capabilities through
music, dance, drama and the visual arts.

Donated instruments included several guitars, bongo drums, tambourines
and recorders. Broken Bay staff were taken on a tour of the school and
witnessed how the energetic staff and 160 volunteers approach learning
with creativity and enthusiasm to help the children grow.
Broken Bay Youth Coordinator Kesha said, “It was lovely to be able to see
just how keen the students were to use these instruments, almost as quickly
as they appeared.”
St Lucy’s Creative Arts Coordinator, Ali Picone said, “The children are very
comfortable around instruments. It was wonderful for them to have visitors to
the school who reinforced their concept of themselves as creative individuals.”

Mini Vinnies help a
local family
Mini Vinnies from St Laurence’s Primary School in Forbes
rallied together and held a ‘Cake and Casual Day’ to
provide funds for a former teacher and her family after
they lost their family home and many possessions in a
fire. The school community raised $1,175 for the McRae
family which allowed the family to purchase replacement
items for the children and household.
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YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS

OLYMPIC Kids
Lapping it up Camp
at Albury
Senior students from St Patrick’s School, Holbrook
conducted a Lap-a-thon in their efforts to raise funds
for the St Vincent de Paul Society. Students were
enthused and despite the hot weather enjoyed the
day. Earlier in the year, students also conducted a
coin line. Society representatives attended the school
assembly to accept the generous donation and thank
the students for their efforts.

Membership push for
St Augustine’s Youth Conference

Daily Advertiser journalist Ashleigh Gleeson interviewed
members of the St Augustine’s Youth Conference, Wagga
Wagga in a bid to increase their volunteer and membership
numbers. St Augustine’s President, Brandon Cleal and
Secretary Bridget Byrnes took part in the story and photo
shoot. The article had a great response with 27 potential
new volunteers and members attending a training day. The
Conference now has a total of 30 members and volunteers.

ACTS OF SERVICE

AT Mater Dei

Mater Dei students, Wagga Wagga have been working
hard in forming their Mini Vinnies group. With 15
members, the students have focused on their “acts of
service”. At the end of last year, they organised a stall
selling home-made goods such as Christmas cards
and decorations. The funds raised paid for a bus which
allowed students to travel to the local aged care facility
and present Christmas carols, dances and plays.

Albury Young Adults Conference and volunteers from Xavier
High School conducted a Spring Kids camp at Wymah
Valley Holiday Park, Albury. The Olympics themed camp
attracted 28 children and 13 leaders and was facilitated
by Brandon Cleal and Angela Larkin. The weekend was a
fantastic success with great feedback from the leaders and
kids – many suggesting it had been the best camp ever. A
range of activities were available including abseiling, archery,
low ropes course and games such as red rover cross over
and dodge ball.

GROCERY GIVING
Students from Henschke Primary School, Wagga Wagga
celebrated their annual St Vincent de Paul Society grocery
giving mass. Throughout the term, students donated and
gathered non-perishable foods and had them lined up
outside the Our Lady of Fatima Church prior to the mass. The
generosity of this school community was shown with bags of
food being lined up from the entrance of the church to the road.
The school is now working on formalising a Mini Vinnies
group of keen students wanting to make a difference.

Buddy up for a swim
In Parramatta Central Council primary school children from the Buddies
Mentoring Program with poor swimming ability were selected to join a one
week intensive swimming program. The week was run with the Adam Crouch
Foundation from the Blue Mountains and taught lifesaving swimming skills.
Each day the children had a swimming lesson with a qualified instructor
as well as free time to practice their new skills with a dedicated group of
young volunteers. The main highlight for the children was the chance to
play on the giant water slide.
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YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS
Islington bike wash
Children from Immaculate Heart Parish in Tighes Hill came together
to raise money with a Christmas Bike Wash. In just ninety minutes the
group had cleaned the grease and grime off over forty bikes. The money
raised was donated to the local Conference to be distributed to families
experiencing disadvantage in the local community.

Brekky Van
Young volunteers from the Maitland/Newcastle area come
together to repair the unused former Nightcare Van, turning it
into a valuable new resource, the Brekky Van.
On a hot Saturday morning, four keen volunteers worked hard
to get the van in shape. The van is now sparkling clean and in
need of just a few parts to get it up and running and serving
people in need on the streets of Newcastle.
A Brekky Van volunteer said, “We knew there was a need for this
in our community. I am interested in doing Brekky Van because
it’s a more obvious connection to what Frederic Ozanam set out
to do years ago, bring food to the poor.”

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT SHELLHARBOUR
Since 2006 the Shellharbour City Conference and Stella Maris Catholic Primary School have together hosted their
annual Community Christmas Lunch. With the generous support of local businesses, Shellharbour City Council and
the local parish, the Conference is able to cater for over 100 guests. Guests were served a hot Christmas lunch and
Christmas Carols to celebrate the spirit of giving. Year six students and teachers served the tables for lunch and
provided entertainment. After lunch Stella Maris students helped Santa distribute gifts to each guest which included
hand written greeting cards from the students.

Mount Carmel Varroville
Two students from Mount Carmel Varroville were impressed by their
experience when they volunteered at their local Vinnies Shop. The students
started by sorting the donation bins and then helped inside the shop where
they were amazed by the variety of goods available. Brad and Sarah are
encouraging other students to visit the Vinnies Shop and help support
people in their local area.
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FEATURE

TRANsforming
people’s LIVES

S

ince opening its doors in October 2009, Vincentian
House has provided accommodation and a range
of services to over 750 adults and children who had
nowhere else to call home.

one very special place. If the walls could talk, perhaps they
would sound much like the messages left behind by the
people who have moved on from Vincentian House and into
homes of their own.

Formerly Vincentian Village, the service reinvented itself
to meet the growing demand for appropriate services to
support families and single women facing homelessness. It is
one of the only services that allow families to stay together,
regardless of the gender or age of the children.

“If it wasn’t for Vincentian House we would be sleeping in a
park. We’ve loved the stay and you’ve shown us a lot…” says
one message.

The move meant that Vincentian House could support three
times the amount of people it used to with 23 self-contained
fully equipped family units and 10 single women’s beds.
The majority of people who have spent time at Vincentian
House are now leading independent lives because of this
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“Within this place, I felt safe, secure, relaxed, comfortable,
supported, fed, sheltered and listened to...” says another from
someone who has lived a life without these things for too long.
Pinned up on a special wall in the kitchen are more messages
and cards of heartfelt thanks and farewells. It is a daily and
affirming reminder that Vincentian House is still transforming
people’s lives three years down the track.

FEATURE
People like James and his family.
James was the bread winner for his wife Sally and their
daughter Molly. They lived in a private rental for many years,
but when the rent went up, they were forced out. As simple
as that, they went from happy to desperate. James was on
a modest wage and due to Sally’s residency status she was
not entitled to receive any benefit from the government.

A year on and the family is happily living in the community.
Sally is receiving the right mental health support. James has
the right work/family balance and Molly is enjoying all the fun
and excitement that comes with being a child.

“Within this place, I felt safe,
secure, relaxed, comfortable,
supported, fed, sheltered
and listened to... ”

Much like a loose thread, losing their home rapidly unravelled
the rest of their lives. Desperate and frightened, they were
offered a lifeline with a place at Vincentian House. Here, they
had a case manager and they attended budgeting classes,
parenting classes and family counselling. Molly was supported
by Kids Engaged in Education Program (KEEP) and was able
to attend the school holiday program and KidZone homework
club. All of these were important elements in Molly regaining
her confidence and sense of stability.

James’ story, like so many other untold stories, demonstrates
that homelessness is about so much more than just housing.
It disrupts all parts of your life and touches those of the
people around you.

James worked hard to keep his family together. Every
night he diligently left the building in order to start work at
2am. This attitude was testament to his enduring spirit and
determination. Still, more challenges lay ahead.

What is more terrifying is that in the wrong set of circumstances,
anyone is only two pay packets away from being homeless. In a
city like Sydney, now ranked the third most expensive city to live
in after Japan’s Tokyo and Osaka, it is not so hard to fathom.

The first was when James injured his back at work and his
employer threatened to dismiss him. Vincentian House helped
James mediate with his union and he was able to keep his job.
The good news continued when they were offered medium term
housing in the community. However, the stress of the entire
experience had already taken its toll on Sally who began to
experience severe psychosis. Vincentian House support workers
were there for Sally and the family every step of the way and
assisted with the right referrals.

Fortunately, serious steps are being taken to tackle
homelessness in NSW. In July 2012, Minister Pru Goward
introduced the Going Home Staying Home reform initiative,
which places a greater emphasis on targeted solutions and
delivering a better balance between early intervention, crisis
and post-crisis support. For Vincentian House, these priorities
have always been paramount and at the core of its service
delivery model.

After only a few days in medium term housing, an offer of
permanent housing came through. Typically, Vincentian House
would cease support, however Vincentian House understands
when you follow a prescriptive policy, life happens.
Sally’s mental health took a turn for the worse, so Vincentian
House gave Sally and Molly respite accommodation while
staff helped her get additional support and advocate with

“If it wasn’t for Vincentian
House we would be sleeping
in a park. We’ve loved the stay
and you’ve shown us a lot…”
James’ employer to have his work switched to day shifts.
Sally and Molly were then able to go home with additional
support in place and the security that James would be
there at night.

St Vincent de Paul Society CEO, Michael Perusco explains
that Vincentian House is a model to follow in regards to
service delivery across the Society’s homeless services.
“The work being done at Vincentian House demonstrates
that targeted solutions and intervention based programs can
prevent people from falling into long-term homelessness. By
keeping families together and addressing each part of the
problem, families, as individuals and as a unit, can rebuild
their future and gain the skills necessary to move into private
housing sooner rather than later,” said Mr Perusco.
Today, Vincentian House is looking forward to greater
improvements in their service delivery with two new projects
called The Trauma Informed Care Project and the Temporary
Accommodation Program already underway for 2013.
Congratulations to everyone who has contributed to the
success of Vincentian House over the past three years.
Here’s to the staff and volunteers at the heart of the work
and to the 772 people who found the strength to get back
on their own two feet.
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Incorporation –
what it means to you
T

he St Vincent de Paul Society has formed a
Company Limited by Guarantee under the
Corporations Act 2001 and is registered as St Vincent
de Paul Society NSW. The transfer of operations will
commence from 1 July 2013. It is important to note
that the existing legal structure will continue and
Trustees of the NSW State Council will continue to
oversee the Society’s operations in NSW.
The decision by the NSW State Council to incorporate
as a Company Limited by Guarantee will mean there will
be greater accountability for corporate governance; a
responsibility that will be shared by all members, volunteers
and employees.
The decision to incorporate also supports the 2013-2018
Strategic Plan which identifies the need to build on our
professional capacity.
As with any change, you may have some questions, most
of which we hope to have answered below.
How was this decision reached?
This decision was made after analysis by the Society
and other independent parties of our structure, reporting
requirements and administrative proficiency. Furthermore,
with the creation of the recently established Australian
Charities and Not-For-Profits Commission (ACNC) it was
decided that incorporation would better equip the Society
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to meet more stringent accountability requirements. This
model of incorporation is the most commonly used vehicle
for charities and will best enable us to meet our legal and
financial requirements.
Will this decision change my role as a member of the
Society?
No, incorporation will not impact the work of the Society
or the role of members.
Will this change control of the Society’s property?
No, all Society property will remain under the umbrella of
the Roman Catholic Churches Community Lands Act 1942
and continue to be governed by the Trustees of the NSW
State Council.
What role will the State Council have in the new
company?
Members of the NSW State Council (The Trustees) will be
the Directors of the new company. The way appointments and
elections are conducted will not change and are governed by
the Company’s constitution and The Rule 2005.
Where do I go to obtain further information?
If you have any further questions or concerns in regards to the
incorporation of the St Vincent de Paul Society NSW, please
do not hesitate to contact your Central Council President.

FEATURE

Our Society, Our Plan:

Strategic Plan
update
T

he Strategic Plan sets the scene for a very exciting
period in the Society’s development. The Society
exists to address disadvantage in NSW and this plan
will ensure we are well placed to achieve the best
outcomes possible for the people we work with.

The Strategic Plan Implementation Committee is responsible
for overseeing the implementation of the plan and a key
focus of their first meeting was to determine the approach
to the critical actions referred to above and establish a
system to monitor whether we are on track with achieving
our objectives.
State President, Ray Reynolds and CEO, Michael Perusco
have visited every Central Council to discuss the Strategic
Plan. The visits were very positive and it is clear there is a high
level of commitment to what the plan is aiming to achieve. A
number of Central Councils have already started to develop
an action plan to support the State wide plan. These plans
identify the actions that will be undertaken at a local level.
If the plan is going to be successful in addressing our
challenges we all need to work together on its implementation.
This includes staff, volunteers and members right across
the organisation.
The Our Society, Our Plan Strategic Plan highlights three
critical areas of work: Strengthening our Spirituality,
Strengthening our Society and Developing our Membership.
In relation to Strengthening our Spirituality, members and
volunteers were invited to complete a survey earlier this year.
There was a very strong response with over 700 members
and volunteers voicing their views and these responses are
now being collated. In addition, conversations with staff
have begun and will continue over the coming weeks. The
Strategic Plan Implementation Committee will consider the
results at its meeting in June.

In relation to Strengthening our Society, the Strategic
Plan Implementation Committee has appointed
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) to undertake the Special
Works Review following an extensive tender process. PwC
have significant experience in undertaking reviews of this
nature and a strong understanding of the range of community
services we are involved in including homelessness, housing
and disability services.
An advisory group has been appointed to oversee the
project which will be chaired by Kerry Muir (Strategic Plan
Implementation Committee member and Central Council
President Armidale) and includes Denis Walsh (Central
Council President, Wollongong), Michael Perusco (CEO,
St Vincent de Pauls Society NSW), Catherine Carmichael
(Special Works Manager, Sydney), Diane Lucas (Executive
Officer, Workplace Relations and Systems). The first few
months of the project will involve the PwC team gathering
information on the Special Works we are involved in by
asking services to complete a template and visiting services.
The final critical area in the Plan is Developing our
Membership. At its last meeting, the Strategic Plan
Implementation Committee approved a discussion paper on
developing a recruitment and retention strategy for members
and volunteers. This paper was reviewed by VDAC, the State
Youth Team, Executive Officers and the Volunteer Managers
Network. In addition, each Central Council nominated two
people to be part of a facilitated workshop in late May
to provide comment on the paper. Once this initial round
of feedback has been received, a revised version of the
paper will be developed and distributed for comment to all
members and volunteers. The aim is for State Council to
approve the strategy at its meeting on 23 August 2013.
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Ray Reynolds (St Vincent de Paul Society NSW President),
The Hon. Greg Smith MP (NSW Attorney General and Minister for Justice)
and Michael Perusco (CEO, St Vincent de Paul Society NSW)

COMMISSIONING MASS
T

he St Vincent de Paul Society NSW held a commissioning
mass in February for NSW State Council President, Ray
Reynolds and Chief Executive Officer, Michael Perusco. The
mass was celebrated by Bishop Terence Brady, Auxiliary
Bishop of Sydney, at St Luke’s Parish Church Revesby.
The Commissioning Mass was attended by Ray and
Michael’s families, Central Council Presidents and an array
of members and staff.

Ray first joined the Society 58 years ago and is currently
a member of the Revesby Conference. Speaking of his
time with the Society Ray said, “I have been blessed to be
a member of the Society for so long and in all of my time
have never seen such a united and coordinated response to
addressing poverty.”
Ray was appointed President of the NSW Provisional Board
for a period of 12 months during the last financial year. In
July 2012 he was elected President of the State Council for
a term of four years.
Previously Ray was responsible for the Aged and Special
Care Services Company setting up to consolidate aged care.
He has worked for Telstra, the ABC and was the Director of
Broadcast Telecommunications for the 2000 Sydney Olympic
Games Organising Committee. Currently Ray is the chair of
the St Vincent de Paul Society Housing Company.
Ray explains that the role of his faith has been paramount in
his life and in his service to the Society.
“My faith is ‘home grown’. My mother was a great example and
mentor to me in developing my faith. She was a very honest
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person and expected it from her four children. She had a great
faith in Mary mother of God which I was fortunate enough
to inherit. She lived under very difficult circumstances but
always ensured we were given a Catholic education by the
nuns and brothers in Dubbo. It is this faith that has sustained
me throughout my life,” said Ray.
Michael Perusco was appointed CEO in August 2012.
Michael joined the Society with a background in chartered
accounting and community development, most significantly
as long-time CEO for Sacred Heart Mission in Melbourne,
a homeless service providing crisis support and assistance.
Reflecting on his first few months in the role Michael said,
“I am privileged to be a part of the great work done by the
Society. It is important that we continue to deliver the best
outcomes for people experiencing disadvantage in NSW.”
Michael explains that he was very honoured to be part of
the commissioning mass and share the day with someone
as dedicated to the Society as Ray.
“Ray has given tirelessly to the Society over the past five
decades and I look forward to working closely with him
to continue the good work of our members and many
services,” said Michael.
During the Mass, Ray made mention of the new Strategic
Plan that outlines an exciting roadmap for the next five
years to build a strong platform, making the Society more
sustainable and improving its capacity to serve people
affected by poverty.

FEATURE

Putting social justice

on the agenda
W

hen the founder of the St Vincent de Paul Society,
Blessed Frederic Ozanam, first formed a group of
like-minded people to help address the social injustice that
surrounded them in nineteenth century France, social justice
was embedded as a core Vincentian value.
To this day, Vincentians around the world are tasked with
speaking out where there is injustice, advocating on issues
affecting the most marginalised people in our communities and
looking at solutions to address the root causes of disadvantage.
So it was with great spirit and enthusiasm that over 100
Vincentians from across NSW gathered in Sydney to
discuss social issues facing communities across the state
and brainstorm possible actions to be taken by members
in 2013. Vincentians of all ages travelled from as far as
Wilcannia Forbes, Lismore, Armidale and Wagga Wagga to
represent their local communities and voice their opinions.
The event sparked great discussion, with the matters
attracting most attention being affordable housing, rising

utility costs and the energy bill concession system and early
intervention programs for young people.
Other important social issues discussed included
homelessness, the need for more mental health case
workers, breaking the cycle of indigenous disadvantage,
assisting asylum seekers and refugees and improving prison
rehabilitation and resettlement.
St Vincent de Paul Society NSW CEO, Michael Perusco said
that discussions in the smaller breakout groups focused on
how the St Vincent de Paul Society can more effectively
coordinate and connect local social justice efforts with wider
diocesan, state and national advocacy efforts.
“The day really highlighted what we already knew, that
members are passionate about the work they are doing at
the grass roots level and want to be a part of a louder, more
coordinated voice that speaks out on the social injustice they
see every day,” said Michael.
Vincentians listened to guest speakers which included St
Vincent de Paul Society National President, Tony Thornton;
St Vincent de Paul Society National CEO, Dr John Falzon;
Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs NSW State Manager, James Christian;
and St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria Research and Policy
Manager, Gavin Dufty.
St Vincent de Paul Society NSW State President, Ray
Reynolds says that whilst the day was a very important step,
work will now be undertaken to ensure that the initiative
doesn’t just stop at talk.
“It’s important to put all of the great ideas raised at the
forum into action. These types of forums also go a great
way to supporting the Society’s new strategic plan, which
calls on us to raise our voice and advocate more strongly
on social justice issues,” said Ray.
The Social Justice Advisory Committee President, Peter
McNamara chaired the first meeting of the committee in
May where they agreed to three key advocacy issues being
energy, homelessness and migrants and asylum seekers.

Participants at the
Social Justice Forum

A report on the day’s discussions and selected presentation
slides are available on the Society’s Vintranet and on
vinnies.org.au
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GETTING A SECOND

CHANCE
I

n Sydney’s west, the St Vincent de Paul Society is
coordinating an exciting new program called Second
Chance Initiative, a friendship and support program
that aims to help reduce prison recidivism rates in
Western Sydney.
Current Federal Government figures show that one in four
prisoners will be reconvicted within three months of being
released from prison and up to 41% of prisoners will be
reimprisoned within two years of being released.
The Second Chance Initiative aims to break the cycle of
repeated incarceration by easing the transition back into
society; empowering clients to be accountable for their own
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decisions; encouraging their sense of self-worth; establishing
a support network; and linking clients with local professional
and community services to help them re-establish themselves.
St Vincent de Paul Society, Parramatta Central Council
Executive Officer, Deacon Tony Hoban said that the St Vincent
de Paul Society will provide mentoring and social support to
people released from prison who are trying to get back on
their feet as well as continue to support families struggling as
the result of a family member going to prison.
“In addition, through the program volunteers will share their
time, knowledge and encouragement with people who have
recently exited prison. By building relationships and providing
support, volunteers can help former prisoners reconnect with
the community and rebuild their own lives,” says Tony. Volunteers
will work together in groups of four to six people to support
clients ease back into society and navigate local services. This
can include employment agencies, housing providers, medical
and mental health services, addiction services, social workers,
income assistance, psychology and police.

FEATURE

#HALVEHOMELESSNESS

The Society has undertaken an advocacy campaign including
the following:
• High level lobbying of both sides of government at a
federal level
• Mainstream media campaign including opinion pieces
in The Daily Telegraph and a series of radio, television
and print interviews across the country
• A social media campaign on Twitter and Facebook
pushing the halve homelessness campaign and calling
on both the Labor and Coalition governments to
recommit to the targets

I

t is a shocking reality that in Australia today, over 105,000
people are experiencing homelessness. These figures
demonstrate that there is still a lot of work to be done to
address homelessness and that far too many Australians
are being pushed to the margins of society; struggling to
find a way out and rebuild their lives.
In NSW, 28,190 people are either sleeping rough or living in
unsafe or insecure housing such as boarding houses, tents
or caravan parks, with a significant and growing number living
in overcrowded housing.
In 2008, the Federal Government issued the first White Paper
in Australia on homelessness, The Road Home. The White
Paper was important for a number of reasons. Firstly it put the
spotlight on homelessness at a federal level for the first time.
Secondly, it increased funding by $800m over a five year period
in partnership with the states and territories. And perhaps most
importantly, it set targets to halve homelessness by 2020.
In practical terms, these targets have created a situation where
the Federal Government and all States and Territories, regardless
of politics, are working towards reducing homelessness. Since
the release of the White Paper about four years ago State and
Territory Governments have been trialling new approaches to
see what works best in reducing homelessness.
This is why the St Vincent de Paul Society is using this year’s
Vinnies CEO Sleepout as a platform to call on both sides of federal
government to make an unwavering commitment to the Road to
Home White Paper targets to halve homelessness by 2020.
It is important to note that reducing homelessness was never
going to happen quickly. It’s a complex issue that takes time and
over the last four years the foundations have been established
to get some really good results. An enormous amount of work
has been done and it will be lost if the incoming Government in
September– Labor or Coalition – walks away from the targets.

• A grass-roots campaign which involves members
approaching local members of parliament asking for a
commitment to the 2020 targets
• Recruiting key CEOs to use their influence and networks
to back up the campaign’s key message
• The halve homelessness campaign has alreaady
attracted the support of Prime Minister Gillard who has
recommitted to the 2020 targets
In NSW, key participating CEOs have already backed the St
Vincent de Paul Society’s calls for a commitment to these
targets, including Pip Marlow (Microsoft), Kate Burleigh (Intel),
Rod Harys (Sydney Kings), Elizabeth Broderick (Australian
Human Rights Commission) and Mark Lennon (Unions NSW).
Other NSW registrations include: George Frazis (St George
Bank); Matt Comyn (Commonwealth Bank); Steve Lewis
(Nokia); David Attenborough (Tabcorp); Deborah Thomas
(Bauer Media); Holly Kramer (Best & Less); Paul Nicolaou
(Australian Hotels Association); Mark Butler MP (Federal
Minister for Housing and Homelessness); Andrew Scipione
(NSW Police Commissioner); Deborah Hutton (Balance
by Deborah Hutton); George Chmiel (LJ Hooker); Bruce
Davidson (Australian Associated Press); and Malcolm Turnbull
(Member for Wentworth).
The Vinnies CEO Sleepout continues to capture the imagination
of business leaders across the country, confirming that Australia’s
CEOs believe that homelessness and social inequality are
issues that all of us have a responsibility to address.
CEOs who take part in the Sleepout are seeking sponsors
from colleagues, friends and family. All money raised will help
fund the Society’s homeless services across NSW.

ceosleepout.org.au / Facebook: CEOSleepout
Twitter: #halvehomelessness
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NEW
BEGINNINGS
A

fter more than a decade as manager of Claffy
House, Vivian says that she counts herself lucky to
have met some incredibly strong and resilient women.
“These are women who have survived horrendous abuse but
are still able to smile and be thankful for life,” she says.
Claffy House provides accommodation and support for
women and children who are experiencing homelessness as
a result of domestic and family violence, family breakdown
and a range of other personal issues. It is one of the few
refuges that accommodates teenage boys as part of the
family unit, enabling families to stay together.
The main aim of the service is to provide a safe, secure
and nurturing environment that supports women, children
and families while they address a myriad of complex issues.
The women and children who access Claffy House come
from all walks of life and have experienced many forms
of trauma including homelessness, physical abuse and
psychological abuse.
“There are some stories I hear that even after 25 years of
working in welfare, still leave me gobsmacked,” says Vivian.
During their stay at Claffy House each woman works
with a case manager who helps with securing immediate,
affordable and secure accommodation, financial and budget
counselling, medical appointments and employment or
educational opportunities.
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Case workers also link clients with external services
such as community health centres, women’s centres and
childcare and counselling so that once they move into
private accommodation, they have built strong community
networks. Vivian explains that some of the women have
never lived on their own before and it is a huge achievement
and confidence boost for them to be able to navigate their
way around community services and live independently.
Vivian says that while many of the harrowing stories she
hears stay with her one stands out. Cathy came to Claffy
House after her three children had been removed by
Community Services due to drug use in the home by Cathy
and her then partner. Arriving at the service distraught
and fighting an addiction, Cathy worked hard with her
case manager to enter a detox program and slowly rebuild
some contact with her children.
Cathy and her children would spend weekends together
at Claffy House until the children were able to live at
the service full time with their mother. After moving into
private housing, Cathy completed a TAFE course and is
now studying at University.
“Being part of a success story like Cathy’s is the reason
you stay in the job for so long. Everybody deserves to live in
a safe and secure environment with their family and loved
ones, and we play a part in achieving that,” says Vivian.

FEATURE
St Vincent de Paul Society NSW

apologises over forced adoption practices
The era of forced adoptions in Australian history will go
down as a bleak period where the policies and practices
of the time resulted in the separation of mothers from
their babies.
Joining some state governments and other non-government
agencies, Prime Minister Julia Gillard apologised on behalf
of the Australian Government to people affected by forced
adoption or removal policies and practices on 21 March 2013.
Some 40 years ago on application of the Catholic Bishops
Episcopal Committee for Charities, the Catholic Adoption
Agency (CAA) was established under the Adoption of
Children Act 1965 which provided legislated procedures
for processing adoptions. After a period of time, the
Society was contacted by the Catholic Bishops Episcopal
Committee for Charities who requested that the CAA
become a Special Work of the Society.
St Vincent de Paul Society NSW President, Ray Reynolds
recognises that the legislation of the time failed many

mothers, fathers and children which for some resulted in
long-term unresolved grief.
Mr Reynolds says that the St Vincent de Paul Society NSW
joins with other related government and non-government
organisations in offering its sincere apology and expresses
its commitment to being part of a painful but necessary
healing process.
“The Society NSW understands that these events took
place at a time of very different prevailing social attitudes
towards forced adoption. We express our deep sorrow for
any pain and suffering which has been endured by some of
the mothers, fathers, children and their extended families,”
says Mr Reynolds.
Mr Reynolds says that the Society NSW supports calls
for a coordinated program involving all government and
non-government agencies involved in past adoptions to
facilitate, where possible, access to relevant medical, birth
and social work records.

…

Vinnies Shops popping up left, right and

volunteers and staff have been working very hard to deliver
stores that the community deserve.”
“The grand openings at Blacktown and North Parramatta
were really our way of saying thank you to the community
for their generous donations and shopper loyalty, so we
really appreciate the support on both days,” he said.

The past few months have been a busy time for Vinnies
retail with new shops opening up in Blacktown, North
Parramatta, Neutral Bay, Dural and Cronulla.
All of the openings were a great success with locals
coming out in their droves to check out the preloved
bargains on offer.
Talking about the events in Blacktown and North Parramatta,
Phillip Basti, Retail Operations Manager said, “Our

Vinnies Blacktown is a welcome addition to the area and
is already set to be a part of Blacktown Council’s Op-shop
bus tours later this year. There is a strong focus on good
quality home and office furniture, but there is also the usual
favourites like clothes, shoes, books, music and toys.
At over 1000 square metres, Vinnies North Parramatta
is the largest Vinnies Shop in the west. The building also
houses several interview rooms and Compeer offices,
making it a flagship shop for the area.
This year is set to be another busy time for Vinnies
Shops with more events already on the horizon. Keep an
eye on visitvinnies.org.au for details.
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FEATURE
Opportunity through employment
All work centres produce a wide array of products and
services including sorting and assembling various commercial
products for packaging and distribution such as show bags,
conference bags and bulk retail items and mail fulfilment
and envelope supply.
Over the past year, Ozanam Industries at Stanmore has been
undergoing a significant redevelopment including an entirely
new internal fit out. Complete with a new roof, large eating
space and balcony, internal elevators and climate control,
the service has been transformed into a modern and light
filled work space.
Allyson believes that the real benefit of the redevelopment
is providing the employees with a high quality place to work.

F

or close to 25 years, Allyson has been working
passionately to provide opportunities and advocacy
for people living with a disability. As the Disability
Services Vocational Coordinator at Ozanam Industries,
a Special Work of the St Vincent de Paul Society,
Allyson gets to work alongside the people her service
assists every day.
Ozanam Industries has proudly provided employment
opportunities for people with varying forms of disabilities for
over 40 years. The service is dedicated to supplying high
quality service solutions to the Australian business community.
Ozanam Industries employs over 100 people in a supportive
work environment. Currently there are three NSW work centres;
West Ryde, Stanmore and Castlereagh Industries in Coonamble.

“It shows our staff that the Society recognises them as
values them and that they deserve to have excellent
conditions of employment. The new space will also optimise
opportunities for each employee to develop to their full
potential”, says Allyson.
Allyson explains that unfortunately there are still
misconceptions that a person living with disability cannot
participate in the workplace; a myth she says that a day
spent at Ozanam Industries would dispel.
In the future Allyson hopes to continue to grow a stable
business base to allow people living with a disability to
continue working in a healthy and productive environment.
Ozanam Industries Stanmore will have an official blessing
of the site by Bishop Terence Brady in early July.

Food to nourish the body and soul
F

or close to 40 years, a St Vincent de Paul Society Special Work located in Broken Hill has been serving up
much needed nourishment and companionship to people in the community who need it most.

The Bishop Fox Meal Centre serves up soup, bread, hot drinks and
full meals, assisting up to thirty people a day. Whilst many people
would consider the food to be humble, for the many people who visit
the Centre each day, it nourishes the body and soul.
The service is run by a group of dedicated volunteers who come in
every morning to prepare lunch. The Bishop Fox Meal Centre’s dining
area comes alive with people enjoying the simple pleasures of sharing
a conversation and having a place at someone’s table.
The Centre also acts as a point of contact for the two local St Vincent
de Paul Society Conferences, who provide assistance with food
parcels, vouchers, furniture, clothing and organising accommodation.
The Bishop Fox Meal Centre will celebrate its 40th anniversary in July
of this year with a special celebration.
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To trust the wind of change
The St Vincent de Paul Society in New South Wales is currently
engaged in implementing its new Strategic Plan to the year 2018,
entitled Platform for Change. In the political world, Australia
faces major changes from September this year as a federal
election redirects our political scene.
For the first time in some six hundred years, a Pope has resigned
to allow for leadership change in the Catholic Church. And
despite the fact that the majority of us try to resist it, the passage
of our own lives means that no two years are the same and that
we are constantly altered in the process.
Many Vincentians know the late Tom Bass as a prominent
Australian sculptor, whose work enriches many buildings and
public spaces, including the National Library in Canberra. He
is known too as the person who gave the Society in Australia
its much loved logo. Our reflection draws on one of his gentle
prayers about life and its challenges.

God of change, You who are
The energy of endless creation,
It is hard for me to distinguish between
what I want to do and what really needs to happen.
I pray that I will go beyond my fears and apprehension
to trust what happens has meaning and purpose,
to do what I have to do
knowing that You are the fine, fine wind
that takes its course through the chaos of the world –
to yield to it and trust
that it will carry me where I need to go.
Amen.
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ABERGELDIE

REBUILDING LIVES

Thank you to our generous partner Abergeldie
who has been a proud sponsor of the Vinnies Van
in Penrith and Parramatta, ensuring that meals and
drinks are provided every night of the year to people
who would otherwise go hungry
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