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Mission Statement
The Society is a lay Catholic organisation that aspires to live
the gospel message by serving Christ in the poor with love,
respect, justice, hope and joy, and by working to shape a
more just and compassionate society.

COVER IMAGE
Hyde Park, Sydney during World Youth Day celebrations
with members of the Society outside the Telstra Mural.
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News in Brief

Excited Immersion Program participants before their departure!

July 2007
• NT Council meeting
• National Council Meeting, Canberra
• Vincentcare Strategic Planning process commences
with survey
• Remote Learnings Partnerships Project – NT
Government
• Meetings in Katherine to continue improvement
strategy

August 2007
• Vincentcare focus groups
• St Vincent de Paul Society partnership commences
with corporate sponsor to support Irrkerlantye school
unit in Alice Springs
• Bishop Eugene Hurley’s Installation – Darwin Diocese

September 2007
• D
 ept Health & Community Services – Strategic
Directions 2007 – 09 Presentation
• National Promotions/Philanthropy meeting, Canberra
• Anti-poverty working group established
• NT Board meeting
• National Centres Strategic Planning meeting – Canberra
• World Youth Day Cross and Icon community mass and
celebration at Vinnies site on Feast Day

October 2007
• NT Shelter AGM
• NT Shelter Housing Symposium
• Mental Health Week Launch – Minister Family &
4 St Vincent de Paul Society (NT) Inc. Annual Report 07/08

Community Services
• NT Territorian Awards
• Christmas consolidated planning process commences
• Planning for Better Business – Territory Business
Growth Program Meeting
• ACCC roundtable re: misleading and deceptive
practices
• Anti-poverty awareness breakfast
• Affordable Housing meeting
• New Conference President elected – OLHC
• New Conference President elected – Holy Family
• Darwin Diocese Pastors and Principals Conference
• Youth Ministry in Darwin Diocese meeting with Bishop
Eugene Hurley
• Vincentcare Work for the Dole program graduations
• SVdP Breaking the Cycle, homelessness & mental
health conference, Sydney
• Invitation extended to the Sydney Street Choir to travel
to Darwin

November 2007
• K
 atherine Parish Council meeting and community
engagement
• NT Board meeting
• NT Council meeting
• National Council Meeting, Canberra
• Annual General Meeting – amended constitution
accepted
• Alice Springs visit

news 07/08

December 2007
• D
 arwin Diocese Indigenous Catholic Community
Schools Conference
• Christmas Hamper and gifts collection and distribution
throughout Top End and Alice Springs community
• Christmas day celebrated with Darwin’s homeless at
Ozanam House

January 2008
•
•
•
•
•

National Immersion Program - Palumpa
Katherine continuous improvement program continues
Vincentcare Strategic Plan approved
Affordable Housing meetings facilitated by NT Shelter
Clare Martin Visits Ozanam House

February 2008
• R
 eview Emergency Relief Program delivery with
Fahcsia
• Social Inclusion Discussion forum – NTCOSS/ACOSS
• Dioceses Leadership meeting with Chief Minister and
NT Treasurer
• Oxfam Intervention review
• NT Shelter Board Meeting
• NT Council Meeting – New President elected
• National Housing Conference – Sydney
• Territory Housing tour of Bakhita Hostel

March 2008
• C
 hamber of Commerce presentation – Change in IR
Laws
• Dept Primary Fisheries, Industry and Mining and
Vincentcare partnership meeting
• Darwin Diocese Youth secondment agreement finalised.
• NT Shelter Housing Forum – Darwin
• Mission and Identity conference – Melbourne
• Diocese Leadership meeting with Federal Minister
Indigenous Affairs
• National Youth Co-ordinators Meeting – Sydney
• National Council Meeting, Canberra

April 2008
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

NT Board Meeting
New Conference President elected – St Pauls
NTCOSS Conference – Vincentcare presentation
National and various Interstate Presidents visit Darwin
works
Lord Mayor of Darwin Reception for the Commissioning
of NT President
New NT President Commissioning Mass
Dept Education, Employment and Training opening of
Knockabout Chefs Program
Young Vinnies Retreat
Vincentcare advocate on behalf of the residents of
Ross Smith Guest house for a fair deal

May 2008
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

NT Youth Representative elected
NT Council Meeting
Refounding workshop
Diocese of Darwin Leadership Conference – The Heart
of Policy
National Centres Meeting – Canberra
Katherine Centre Community Open Day
NT Shelter Board Meeting
Vinnies Youth Deckchair Fundraiser Movie, “As it is in
Heaven” for Buddies Day and SOS van
National Homeless Conference – Adelaide
Knockabout Chefs program goes full time with funding
through DEET

June 2008
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Palmerston Festival – Vinnies Funky Youth stall
IT upgrade donated by SVDP-QLD
Stuart Park Centre Community Sale Day
Ozanam House Open Day
CEOs Luncheon hosted by St Vincent de Paul Society
Catholic Education NT Centenary Cricket Match
Palmerston Centre Community Sale Day
Territory Housing negotiation regarding Tenancy Case
Management transition agreement complete
NT Board Meeting
National Council Meeting, Canberra
Health Minister visits Ozanam House
Funding received to increase Vincentcare’s capacity to
deal with Mental Health issues
Community Benefit Fund supplies camping and musical
equipment to Vincentcare to enhance programs
Consultation on Federal Gov’t Green Paper on
homelessness
Collaboration in a response to the Green Paper at local
and national level

In Memory of two humble
and dedicated members
Willa James helped establish the Vincentian spirit at the
opening of both the Darwin Centre in 1967 and Ozanam
House in 1974.
She provided much needed support following Cyclone
Tracy and adapted to the needs of humanitarian refugees
from East Timor in 1975 and later for Vietnamese refugees
in the late 70s and early 80s.
Roger Garrick preferred the quiet and humble approach
in his work for the poor. His sincerity and friendship is
what made him loved and respected by all who met him.
For over 25 years Roger was a dedicated member of the
St Vincent de Paul Society in Darwin. Thank you Roger for
your generosity, friendship, humour and great example.
You will be truly missed.

St Vincent de Paul Society (NT) Inc. Annual Report 07/08 5

President

Cans of food collected by our schools
during the Winter Appeal for those in need.

To live the Gospel message by serving Christ in the poor with
love, hope, respect, justice and joy.

A

s the new President, it is a pleasure for me to report on
the work of the Society over the past year, during which
there have been some significant highlights. I offer my
thanks to the former President Bill Burford who has been a
great support to me coming into the role of President and who
contributed a great deal in his term of office. Both Bill and his
wife Mary continue their great service to the Society.
I write this soon after the amazing experience of World Youth
Day, which stands out as a local, national and international
highlight of the year. What a wonderful event this was in
bringing people together from all across the world. We are
very pleased to have worked in close partnership with the
Darwin diocese in the organisation of World Youth Day
and the pilgrimage to Sydney. It was such a memorable
experience for everyone involved and was a terrific display of
the Living Church in our world. It is great that so many Young
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Vinnies participated in this event, some of whom took on roles
as team leaders.
My hope is that we can build on the enthusiasm that was
generated by the World Youth Day experience to continue
the work of our founder, Blessed Frederic Ozanam. The
challenge was put to us by Pope Benedict in his opening
address in Sydney, about the need to address the important
issues of humanity with “a profound reflection upon the innate
dignity of every human life from conception to natural death.”
Pope Benedict went on to state, “Our hearts and minds are
yearning for a vision of life where love endures, where gifts are
shared, where unity is built, where freedom finds meaning in
truth, and where identity is found in respectful communion.” In
the Society, as reflected by our mission statement, we are all
challenged “… to live the Gospel message by serving Christ in
the poor with love, hope, respect, justice and joy…”

president

accommodate that need. Ozanam House is now a brighter,
welcoming and safe place for our patrons to visit and
participate in the various activities available, or just talk to one
of the friendly team members.
Our members and volunteers continue to reach out in
various ways to the community through visitations to homes,
hospitals, prison and nursing homes, through the support
and work through our emergency relief programs and
generally in their response to the various needs that become
evident. Buddies program is another wonderful example of
how reaching out to our young community members with
compassion and guidance can see great developments in the
children’s behaviour, interaction with others and also impacts
greatly on the volunteers.
The Society could certainly not reach out to so many people
without the presence and great performance of our Centres
which not only raise income to support our programs and
initiatives but also offer the community a place to visit,
purchase good quality items at affordable prices and equally
offer material support to assist those struggling to make
ends meet.

President and Holy Spirit Conference member Margaret with
Bishop Hurley at her installation
This year the Society has engaged in a process of
Refounding, which to date has involved reflecting on the work
of the Society, its origins, mission and function, in a changed
world. Following on from the National Council’s engagement
in Refounding, the Northern Territory Council has continued
the process by focusing on the Society and its works at the
Territory level. The process has been widely consultative,
engaging representatives of the Society in various roles
across the Territory as well as government and nongovernment agencies that are connected with the Society’s
works. The Refounding process has led into a Strategic and
Future Planning process for the Society that will determine its
operation in the Northern Territory. Again, we have benefited
greatly from the input of so many, and the collective response
has formed the basis of how we continue to operate.
We have been blessed with a great team who have
continued to reach out to those in need through various
programs and initiatives.
Vincentcare outreach initiatives, including the SOS van,
work for the dole and cooking training programs, housing
initiatives, etc have evolved over the year to continue to
broaden their outreach and focus on the needs of those we
serve. The refurbishment and refocus of Ozanam House is a
clear example of the team assessing the changing needs of
our community and evolving the programs and facilities to

It is important that the Society, not only address the
challenges of today’s world with action through our works but
that we also respond to matters of concern in the community
at an advocacy level and in partnership with others working
towards the same goal. Our contributions to the sector
response to the Green Paper on Homelessness, through
NT Shelter, working with Territory Housing on transitional
accommodation, NT Emergency Response review are all
examples of the commitment to continuous improvement and
to the value of the people we serve.
In this report I acknowledge the generous financial support
that the Society has received from individuals and groups
over the past year. The Society is only able to continue the
extent of its works on account of your generosity. I also
acknowledge the Society’s National Council and other State
Councils, as well as federal and territory governments. The
financial contributions we have received have enabled us to
engage in many programs that we otherwise could not offer. I
thank the National President, Syd Tutton, and fellow State and
Territory presidents for their ongoing enthusiasm and interest
in the Society in the Northern Territory.
Finally, the work of the Society is only possible with the
dedication of all the members, volunteers and staff who give
their time and energy so generously. Thank you to everyone
who has contributed to the Society over the past year.

Margaret Lambert
President
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CEO
Assistance which humiliates…
Assistance which honours…
– Frederic Ozanam

J

ohn Honner’s Love and Politics – The Revolutionary
Frederic Ozanam is an account of the St Vincent de Paul
Society founder’s journey in confronting the injustices
and addressing the needs of the poor in the nineteenth
century. Honner references in his book, this quote defining
assistance, from one of the many articles submitted by
Ozanam, to aptly capture the philosophy of the St Vincent
de Paul Society and define clearly the intent of our works.
Assistance must be given with the dignity and honour of the
recipient at the heart.
It continues to be a privilege for me to observe, first hand,
our team of members, volunteers and staff carrying out the
works of the Society with the honour of those we serve at
the forefront;
• In the care and attention with which the works are
carried out - our visitations, emergency assistance,
Buddies Days, SOS Van.
• In the confident and sincere advocacy voice offered on
behalf of those who are not given the chance to speak
- our homeless, those suffering from mental illness,
substance abuse.
• In the support and nurturing face of welcome offered
to all those who make contact with the Society - our
Centres, outreach programs, our Office.
It is with a humble and sincere heart that I offer my thanks to
all members of our Society team across the Territory for the
commitment you offer daily to honouring those we serve.
2007/08 has been a tremendous and fruitful year. We have
seen growth and development in the key areas of people,
advocacy, our works, our allocation of finances to people in
need and, in the spirit of collaboration and holistic support
for those we serve, in our partnerships with other agencies,
groups and community members.
The year saw the completion of Bill Burford’s five year term
as President of the Society in the Northern Territory and
the election of Margaret Lambert into the position. Bill led
the organisation through a chapter of administrative and
governance change and for this he is duly thanked. We now
embark on the next chapter of change, of “Refounding”, with
Margaret’s consultative and confident support and direction.
The following report offers you a snapshot of the works carried
out this year, the team behind those works and the real voices
of people who have been touched as a result. The report marks
a celebration of all those who are involved with the Society and
the difference that can be made if we simply try.
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Operationally, 2007/08 was an opportunity to further extend
the structural change initiated in the previous year. This
resulted in clear accountabilities across all levels of the
organisation and strong operational leadership in our key
areas of Vincentcare and the Centres. In the previous year
a commitment was given to ensure the right people were in
the right roles, working together as a team to deliver effective
and appropriate assistance to those in need. The results of
this year, with regards to broadening of our programs, our
partnerships, our people engaged and participating in our
future and our financial performance, demonstrate clearly that
the Society team is focussed and working as one.
Administratively, processes and procedures continue to be
streamlined, enabling greater transparency and consistency
in approach across all the sites. Staff recruitment, induction
and management processes have been further developed to
enhance staff support and ongoing development.
Financially, there has been a reduction in the proportion of
total income spent on administration compared with the
previous year. This is a clear result of the dedicated diligence
by the team on expense management across the Society
and has directly resulted in a significant increase in the funds
available to serve people in need. The opportunity for the
Society in the coming year, with such a healthy financial
performance, is to assess the gaps in the community needs
not currently being met and invest in broadening the outreach
in the areas of critical need.
The difference made this year would not have been possible
without the support of our Board and NT Council. I thank
you on behalf of the broader team and those whom we serve
for your leadership, your courage and your commitment to
pushing the boundaries of injustice and supporting innovative
ways of thinking to better serve those in need. I also thank our
Spiritual Advisor for his unconditional support, wisdom and
direction and for making himself available to the needs of the
Society and it’s people with such a humble and considered
heart. I offer my thanks to our brothers and sisters in the
Society across the nation who offer their financial, prayerful
and encouraging support. I thank all those who contribute to
the works and people of the Society, our donors, our partners,
Federal, NT and local governments, and once again our
great team of dedicated members, staff and volunteers. The
potential is made real with all your support.
Finally and with genuine gratitude, I thank those who we
serve. It is an honour to be welcomed into your lives and I
am inspired by your courage and your perseverance in a time
where uncertainty and challenge can feel like it is the norm.

Janet Buhagiar
Chief Executive Officer

C
EO
ceo

World Youth Day Cross on Mindil Beach.

It is with a humble and sincere heart that I offer my thanks to
all members of our Society team across the Territory for the
commitment you offer daily to honouring those we serve.
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spirituality

One of the great joys for me during my first twelve months has been my association with the St
Vincent de Paul Society.
Whilst I have always had an enormous regard for the St Vincent de Paul Society and their work in
the various parishes, I have never had the pleasure of seeing the Society so publicly present in the
community.
I often time my jog along the Esplanade to meet “the van” as it arrives to serve the needy. It is
always a significant experience for me and I always feel immensely proud of the people running
the meal distribution. It is always done with such warmth and joy. The way St Vincent de Paul
Society members engage with the people they serve is inspiring and dignified.
The wonderful service offered at both Ozanam House and the Bakhita Centre bring such
consolation and a sense of personal dignity to the people they serve.
I have been so inspired by the team that manage the whole operation. Every member of the team
is so committed and yet so very joyful. You are indeed the compassionate and joyful face of
Christ to the needy.
I want to say how grateful I am to you all as you serve Jesus in the poor on our behalf.
I pray that Jesus, the friend of the poor, will bless you and continue to give you courage and
fulfilment in your vocation.
God Bless,

Bishop E. Hurley

10 St Vincent de Paul Society (NT) Inc. Annual Report 07/08

Spiritual Advisor
B

lessed Frederic Ozanam leads us into the unfolding
complex mission ahead.

Across the past year, a rich tapestry of insights into the
spirituality of Blessed Frederic Ozanam has become available.
These insights need to be pondered by all of us.
I mention just a couple of the resources available, for they
will ground the strategic way ahead for the Society in the
Northern Territory. We are blessed at this stage in history to
have such serious scholarship and reflection at the service of
our ministry of charity.
Firstly, a significant step was taken in 2005, when the Society
in Victoria commissioned a major study into the tenacity of
Blessed Frederic Ozanam to articulate a vision and analysis of
the French society of his own era. This has vital implications
for our own times.
By late 2007, the major work on Blessed Frederic written
by Dr. John Honner was officially launched. The book is
titled Love and Politics: The Revolutionary Frederic Ozanam.
It comprises of five chapters, dealing with the Catholic secular terrain of France; then the rise of the welfare state
and mentality; precise insights of Frederic into the difference
between charity and welfare and implications of this difference
for Social Justice today.
Dr. Honner draws our attention to the insights of Blessed
Frederic that probably encouraged the courageous teachings
of Leo X111 and most recently the Encyclical of Benedict
XV1[Deus Caritas Est: 2005] on the ministry of charity in the
contemporary world, as exercised as the practice of love
by the church as a “community of Love” [#19-39]. Loving
personal concern must be the foundation of our encounter
with others.
A second vital resource for us is the Autumn 2008 edition of
The Record [published 4 times a year by the St Vincent de
Paul Society National Council of Australia]. This edition has
three wonderful feature articles on Blessed Frederic Ozanam,
a man devoted to truth and a pioneer for social change.
The first article is by Professor Emeritus John Maloney
[Blessed Frederic Ozanam: A Life devoted to truth, p11-12]. At
the launching of Dr. Honner’s Book John Maloney observes:
To Ozanam there was no such thing as secular truth
or Catholic truth, there was only truth itself which is an
absolute value.

who are seeking the truth” and that, difficult as it may be,
we must “love those who think differently than ourselves”
[p12]
The second article is by Vincentian Provincial and Society
spiritual director Fr. Greg Cooney CM who gives a passionate
and inspiring historical background to Love and Politics,
concluding with this gem:
Ozanam’s message for us is simple yet challenging: only
through love, born of self-sacrifice, put into practice and
supported by adequate political and social structures can
lasting betterment for all be brought to any society [P14]
The third article, by Fr. Bruce Duncan CSSR [Ozanam: A
Pioneer in Social justice, p15-16] succinctly shows how
contemporary Catholic social teaching has its foundations in
the work of Frederic Ozanam and his companions. Fr. Duncan
emphasises:
A man of profound belief, Ozanam urged his
contemporaries boldly to address the critical social
issues of his day, not to be silent or, even worse, to allow
religious beliefs to be used as a conservative political
ideology allied to injustice and social inequality. Ozanam
strongly articulated what in recent times the Church
terms ‘option for the poor.’
[p15]
The time is ripe for prayerful retreat opportunities for all
Vincentians to mine the depths of Blessed Frederic’s wisdom
and religious convictions for our own times. By prayerfully
entering this coming adventure of the Society we can all
be better grounded to minister wisely, courageously and
strategically. The reflective cooperation of Territorian members
into the strategic plan for the immediate and distant future
of the work of the Society is a solid platform from which to
“launch out into the deep” [Lk 5:4] with gratitude, enthusiasm
and confidence [John Paul 11 Novo Millennio Ineute #1]
It is an exciting era to be Vincentian, amid the chaos and
enmeshment of the global community, struggling with
affluence, poverty, greed and debt. Blessed Frederic and his
companions go with us.

Fr. John Kelliher msc
Spiritual Advisor

To its pursuit he was determined to devote his life
because truth was worthless unless it led to action. At
the same time he insisted that one had to be “respectful
and sympathetic towards those who deny, who doubt or
St Vincent de Paul Society (NT) Inc. Annual Report 07/08 11

Youth & Programs

Vinnies World Youth day pilgrims camping out at Randwick.

The young volunteers of the St Vincent de Paul Society
continue in their commitment to supporting those who are
so often ignored or forgotten.

I

n a world where one can easily be caught up with
economic success and material acquisition it is refreshing
to be witness to inspiring young people who have
recognised others in need and our obligation to do something
about it.

upwards. The ‘Buddies Day’ mentoring program for young
children has steadily grown and an adolescents’ mentoring
program is in its infancy. Our young volunteers have been
regular supporters of Society works, from Vinnies Centres to
Vincentcare programs.

The young volunteers of the St Vincent de Paul Society
continue in their commitment to supporting those who are so
often ignored or forgotten. They contribute in many positive
ways to the good works and spirit of the Society throughout
the Northern Territory.

Young volunteers have enthusiastically thrown themselves
into fundraising initiatives which not only raise much needed
funds, but also serve to increase awareness of the work of the
Society amongst the local community. This year’s Deck Chair
fundraiser was our most successful yet.

It has been an exciting year of growth, achievement and
recognition for our young volunteers, aged from 10 years and

This year was unique in that Australia played host to World
Youth Day, which brought Pope Benedict XVI and 175,000
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youth

Hands of our school volunteers and members united with
their “Vinnies Good Works” tattoos.
international young people to Australia. It was the largest
gathering of people for any single event that Australia has
ever seen.
Many of our youth leaders were asked to participate in
leadership roles in the run up to and during World Youth Day.
They assisted in the coordination of the visit of the World
Youth Day Cross and Icon to the Northern Territory. These
international icons have travelled the world for the last 20 years
being touched by millions of young people. Our youth leaders
also acted as ‘Youth Ambassadors’, hosting and supporting
over 500 international young visitors during Days in Darwin.
Their leadership was influential in supporting young people in
their pilgrimage to Sydney for the main World Youth Day event.
They participated as group leaders, leading and looking after
10 younger pilgrims from across the Northern Territory, many
of which were from remote Aboriginal communities. Their
faith, energy and love were instrumental in providing for a lifechanging experience for the young pilgrims.
This year marked 175 years since the first St Vincent de Paul
Society Conference, made up of University students in their
twenties, in France in 1833. Here is to the next 175 years may we always remember and be inspired by those humble,
faithful and compassionate beginnings.

Benita De Vincentiis
Youth and Programs Manager
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Youth

Jacinta and Theresa, Mary MacKillop Conference members at World
Youth Day in Sydney with Darwin Diocese Pilgrim from Nhulunbuy.

Much good is already spreading forth from the largest gathering
our country has hosted, and it has brought together people
from many parts of the world, including remote NT.

A

s we recall the many good works that the younger
members of the Society have contributed to our local
community, it is pleasing to note the contribution of
many of these extraordinary young adults during World Youth
Day events throughout this year. This major event, full of
positive thinking and celebration of the vibrance of youth, of
personal faith and sharing in action, is a culmination of a great
deal of preparation by the participants.
World Youth Day can also be viewed as a new beginning.
Much good is already spreading forth from the largest
gathering our country has hosted, and it has brought together
people from many parts of the world, including remote NT.
The Society coordinated a cultural exchange program,
‘Days in Darwin’, in the week leading up to World Youth Day.
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International young people learnt of the relationship between
the Society and residents of One Mile Dam Aboriginal Town
Camp in Stuart Park. Pilgrims were enthusiastic during our
working bee, where gardens and facilities were given an
initial upgrade. The residents were inspired by this spirit,
became involved and are glad that favourable attention has
reached them.
There is no doubt that many youth returning to (and relocating
to) Darwin following World Youth Day will be inspired to
participate in actions that create a more positive world and
serve those in need. As such, it is a challenge for the youth
and a benefit to the community to engage this enthusiasm in
meaningful ways. Together with a renewed clarity of focus,
gained through the Society’s Refounding, youth options
for good works will be varied, exciting and make certain

Yyouth
OUTH

NT Young Vinnies Pilgrims at international gathering in
Sydney 2008.
differences to those in need. Look out for good deeds – they
may be coming your way!
Already this past year, the Young Adult Conference has grown,
from 12 initial members to around 25 active members. Good
news has spread about the Buddies Day Youth Mentoring
program, such that new leaders, participants and their families
have sought or have been recommended involvement.
The group has identified the need to serve children who are
entering their teens and becoming ‘too old’ for the Buddies
Day program. An Orienteering Program is being developed
so that each participant has the opportunity to come up with
personal solutions, with the level of support they wish, to
‘find their way’. Local middle school counsellors and careers
advisors have been calling out for options such as this, and
the Program may present the perfect opportunity to link in
with local needs.
Much more has come from recent discussions. Topping
the agenda is the wish for links to be made between youth
activities and other areas within the Society. Young Adult
Conference leaders wish to share their efforts with youth in
schools, with Senior Conferences and the general public. Such
is the pride in their work that they want to shout it to the hills!
The St Vincent de Paul Society Conference at St John’s
College remains strong, with a healthy mix of year 10 and 11
students becoming inspired to do good works. Many have
extended themselves outside of school hours to assist on
the Sunset Outreach Service (SOS), Darwin and Palmerston
Centres, and have shared their efforts through school and
Society newsletters and at school Assemblies. They have
sung with the Sydney Street Choir and are working towards
being carers for children with disabilities at the Sacred Heart
Holiday Camp, to be hosted by the College in late 2008.

President Mary MacKillop Conference – Daly playing cards at
Randwick Sydney during World Youth Day sleep out.
The Society has also engaged many willing students
at O’Loughlin Catholic College. All year 7 students are
participating in acts of service and are making links to their
curriculum studies in Religious Education. With the help of
the St Vincent de Paul Society, Year 12 students completing
Community Studies units to gain their NTCE have negotiated
various ways to contribute to the community.
This year, we have continued to welcome the involvement
of students from many other NT schools. Examples include
Year 11 International Baccalaureate students from Kormilda
engaging in Community Service, a Year 12 student from
Casuarina Senior College working towards a Duke of
Edinburgh Award, and a Year 9 Sanderson Middle School
student doing work experience at Ozanam House. All have
worked with consistency, competence and selflessness.
There is no doubt of the hope in youth, and in our future.
Those in our Youth Conferences witness this hope every day
and wish to thank others in the Society for the profoundly
positive influence on their involvement.

Xavier Lane-Mullins
Youth Coordinator
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NT Centres

Young College volunteers helping out at the Warehouse.

The particular strength of this year has been that the Centres
are beginning to operate more as a network.
16 St Vincent de Paul Society (NT) Inc. Annual Report 07/08

centres

O

ur Centres have had a great year, both with people
and with ‘profits’. However, any ‘profit’ produced
by our Centres is not really ‘profit’ because it goes
towards Vinnies’ efforts to help people in need.
The management model for Darwin, Palmerston and
Katherine, with Rose Smith overseeing the team and the
Centres, is working really well. Darwin Centre had some
great theme days throughout this year and a very successful
June sale. It’s been great to have the conferences helping
out at the Assistance Office. The Palmerston Centre is
booming. The tremendous team has brought in more
customers and it too had an outstanding June sale. The
Katherine Centre is going from strength to strength with
great volunteer support, a substantial sales increase, and a
mighty May Open Day. The Centre in Alice Springs is going
well with more volunteers and improving stock quality.
Tennant Creek’s Centre has continued its strong and reliable
role in a very important Territory community.
The Darwin Warehouse has continued its integral and valued
role as a central hub in our supply chain. Without good stock
and good sorting, this year’s result would not be as good
as it is. Erica, Di and Janet in the Coconut Grove office also
play a critical administration and finance role in the sound
management of our Centres.
The particular strength of this year has been that the Centres
are beginning to operate more as a network, so that the
whole is much greater than the sum of the parts. This
strength through a stronger team approach has enabled
much more reaching out, for example, to assist the new
initiative at Santa Teresa and to provide support in East
Timor and the Tiwi Islands.
The separate reports from each of the Centres, and the
Darwin Warehouse, provide more detail.
Once again, I extend my heartfelt thanks to our Chief
Executive Officer, Janet, our Operations Manager, Rose, and
to all supervisors, staff and volunteers.

Marj Morrissey
Vice-President, Centres
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Management
Darwin Centre, Stuart Park.

Sales are fantastic, and the feedback from the public indicates
that they enjoy the friendly service and the quality of product
that Vinnies offers.

2

008 has been a fantastic year of team effort between
Centres, the Warehouse and Conferences working
together to keep pace with the enormous demand
placed on our stores and the huge increase in donation and
customers. These are the three key areas that Centres deal
with on a daily basis, and we need to work as a team to keep
every day organised. My many thanks to all those who work in
the Centres.
To Cherie Spalding and the staff and volunteers at Palmerston
Centre - a huge round of applause for a job well done! They
have had one hurdle after the other and come through with
shining colours. Cherie has learnt so much in the past year
in addition to the skills she brought to the position. Her
willingness to learn and communicate makes her a very
valued and appreciated staff member.
To Yvonne Cowell and volunteers at the Darwin Centre, and
Dan Madden at the Warehouse - what a great team! These
guys have really worked together to make a noticeable
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difference throughout the year. Thanks especially to Yvonne
for working between both Retail and Assistance, and for
handling this challenge marvellously.
To Jan Abbs at Katherine Centre and her new band of Vinnies
volunteers - what a blessing. Jan has transformed the Centre
and it has never operated so well. With the never-ending
support of Jenny Duggan, the Katherine Centre has vastly
improved. Congratulations especially on the presentation and
atmosphere you have created.
I could not have wished for a better team of supervisors.
Thank you all for making my job so much easier.
The Centres’ Open Days and Sales in June went extremely
well. Open Days are primarily about interacting with the
public and saying thank you for their continuing support of
our stores. Many of those who come to our stores are regular
customers who appreciate the opportunity to ask questions
and learn more about what we do.

centres

I have also had the opportunity to travel to Tennant Creek for
the first time, to visit with Margrith and spend some time at
the Centre. The Centre is like an oasis in the middle of the
desert, and I could feel the welcoming and loving atmosphere
as soon as I entered the Centre. I left thinking that sometimes
there is a need to move forward and make changes, that’s
what life and business is all about, but at other times things
are great just as they are!
Thank you Margrith, I truly enjoyed my visit.
My brief visit to the Mt Isa Centre was also fruitful. Many
Centres show remarkable improvements in presentation,
which appear to have a positive influence on sales. Vinnies
Centres play an increasing role in people’s shopping choices.
Palmerston Centre Volunteers at Christmas Party.

Overall, the Centres have done an amazing job this year. Sales
are fantastic, and the feedback from the public indicates
that they enjoy the friendly service and the quality of product
that Vinnies offers. I look forward to implementing future
projects like that we are establishing at Santa Teresa, as well
as a Boutique Outlet and improvements at both Darwin and
Palmerston Centres in the coming year.
My thanks to Erica and Di at Head Office for their patience
and good humour.

Rose Smith
Operations Manager, Centres

Katherine Centre Supervisor – Jan Abbs.
Katherine was our first Open Day, and it proved a real eyeopener to the town. Darwin and Palmerston followed and
were also huge successes.
All Open Days offered free sausage sizzles and goodies for
the kids and families, as well as some super items on sale and
the Vinnies Fashion Parades. Thank you to all who assisted
or joined us on the day to show their support. A huge thank
you to Eddie and Jim from the Darwin North Rotary Club for
cooking the sausages at Palmerston.
More recently, I visited the Alice Springs Centre for the first
time in several years and met with supervisor, Emma Cornock.
I also travelled to Santa Teresa with Remote Area Services
and Job Futures to view a project they are trying to establish
with Work for the Dole (WFD) participants. It is a great
opportunity for Vinnies to become involved in other areas
of our community, and I look forward to assisting with the
establishment of an Op Shop that will be run and operated by
members of the Santa Teresa community.
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Darwin
T

he Darwin Centre is progressing well – our theme days
have been particularly successful and our giant June
sale day went off like a real cracker with all volunteers
and conference members involved. The fashion parade
certainly opened a few eyes to the quality of our stock. We
have been slowly building up our stock with the help of Dan
and his crew, with bric-a-brac being a major seller. We are
also slowly updating the store presentation and our customers
enjoy the friendly atmosphere we have created.

Assistance Office
The Assistance Office has been very busy over the past
year. We held a special Christmas party, which was a treat
for the children who attended. The conference members
have worked hard to bring peace and happiness to so many
families and many thanks goes out to all involved.
The Power, Water and Telstra vouchers have been successful,
along with our new blankets initiative which has brought much
relief to our clients.
Sadly, we have lost some long time volunteers this year. My
thoughts go out to their families and may their loved ones rest
in peace in God’s great garden.

The Warehouse
Bev our happy volunteer handing out Easter eggs to
customers at the Darwin Centre.

The Warehouse is doing a fantastic job. Dan and his team
continue to provide us with our stock, and as a team we
produce good outcomes. Many thanks to Dan and his team.
Overall it has been a successful year. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all my volunteers for a job well done,
with special thanks to Mary, Audrey, Hanna and Sue filling
in when I was on holidays. I am really looking forward to
another great year.

Yvonne Cowell
Darwin Centre

Yvonne opening the gates at the 2008 Grand Sale.
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Palmerston
W

ith Rose Smith, our Operations Manager going on
holidays in November, I was given the Palmerston
Centre supervisor position. The Christmas period
and wet season proved a very busy time, and for me very
challenging, but I am still here and enjoying every minute. I
would like to express my sincere thanks to Rose for passing
on her expertise and leadership skills, and for having the
patience to get me where I am today. We have a great team
here in Palmerston with volunteers and staff working well
together and joining in, for example, when we have dress up
and mad hat days.
Palmerston Centre has had an extremely busy year, with
the customer count increasing from 70 a day to anything
up to 150 customers a day. Volunteers and staff are kept
busy ensuring the shop is fully stocked with quality items.
My sincere thanks and appreciation to all of my staff and
volunteers. Sometimes we are overwhelmed by the amount of
donations we receive.
Natalie Smith joined us this year as our clothes sorter and
shop assistant, and has always a kind word for customers
and a big smile of greeting. Thank you to Natalie for your hard
work and support. We held a very successful car park sale
and Open Day in June. The day was lots of fun, with a fashion
parade, face painting, sausage sizzle, ‘guess the lolly jar’ and
lots of sales. It meant hard work and long hours, but it was
well worth it. Well done to everyone involved and thank you
for your extra effort.

Australia Day display at the Palmerston Centre.

Our Warehouse workers Garry and Neven are kept busy
picking up and delivering furniture with our pick-up
service, offered three times a week. They are also kept
busy emptying shop and town bins, keeping the yards and
warehouse clean and tidy, and driving the truck to Katherine
on a monthly basis. Thank you to both of you - you do a
great job.
This year we have said goodbye to some long serving
volunteers. Dorothy Peik left Darwin for a cooler change and
is missed by all. New volunteers have also arrived, including
Dora, who has made Christmas bears for our raffle and
offered practical help with price tags in the Centre.

Cherie Spalding
Palmerston Centre
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Katherine

Dedicated volunteer Margaret ensuring
the quality of clothes are up to scratch!

K

atherine Centre closed for a few days with the
resignation of our previous supervisor in February
2008. Rose Smith, Operations Manager and Jenny
Duggan from Katherine Centres Committee, closed the Centre
briefly. The shop was ‘ragged out’, ready for a new beginning.
Over the last five months, the Katherine Centre has undergone
a wonderful transformation. Having previously worked as a
volunteer, I took over as Centre supervisor in March 2008.
The shop has been transformed into a bright, friendly and
welcoming place for all who enter through our doors. Rose,
Cherie and Jenny have been a fantastic support in teaching
me all aspects of running the Centre.
I attended training for three days at the Palmerston Centre
under the guidance of Rose and Cherie. Over the past five
months, our customer numbers have increased dramatically,
with the feedback from the locals and visitors being very
positive. Comments in our visitors’ book, is testimony to
the good work of our staff and volunteers and shows the
improvements made during this time. My team and I are very
proud of what we have achieved,
A very successful Open Day was held in May, which put
Vinnies in Katherine ‘on the map’. A great time was had by all
the ladies from Darwin who travelled down by bus to
support us.
We supplied balloons, face painting, fairy floss, and snow-
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cones for the children. The marquee was donated and put
up by the men from Katherine Toyota, who also cooked the
sausages for the sausage sizzle during the day. Tea, coffee
and cakes were supplied for the weary parents and bargain
hunters. It was a great day out for the Katherine community
and a chance to meet our staff and volunteers.
We now have two blue collection bins outside our Centre for
donations. Our advertising signs have also been upgraded
and are displayed on the front of the building. New volunteers
are coming in, wanting to join our already wonderful team of
workers.
With the growing support from the local community and our
wonderful volunteers, the future for Vinnies in Katherine looks
very bright.

Jan Abbs
Katherine Centre

centres

Warehouse
occasions. The total saleable value of these donations was
$25,880, which is an increase on the previous year.
Donations of clothing to Sr. Tess Ward in East Timor:
• Furniture packing cartons – 3
• 30kg Jute bags – 37
• Wool bales – 6
Although Sr. Tess has now left East Timor, we will continue to
supply the Mary Mackillop Centre with clothing for the poor
through our new contact in this region.
Donations of clothing to the Tiwi Islands:
• Furniture packing cartons – 1
• 30kg Jute bags – 28

SUPPLIES TO CENTRES
Tennant Creek:
Dan with dedicated Warehouse volunteers having a well
earned morning tea break.

A

s manager of the St. Vincent de Paul Society
warehouse, I would like to sincerely thank the
dedicated band of volunteers who tirelessly worked
with me to continue to support the work of the Society
throughout the past year. I would like to make special mention
of John Byrne for his willingness to act as manager, enabling
me to have an occasional break.
I believe that the heart and soul of the Society is its strong
Catholic Conferences and broad volunteer base, without
which the warehouse could not function. May God bless all of
these wonderful people.

• 30kg Jute bags – 72
• Furniture packing cartons – 103
• Wool bales – 1
Katherine:
• Furniture packing cartons – 76
• 30kg Jute bags – 3
Alice Springs:
• Furniture packing cartons – 5

Dan Madden
Warehouse

To provide recognition and thanks for work done by the
volunteers, I organised the annual Christmas Party at the
Novotel Atrium and a barbeque in the gardens of my home.
Volunteers from the Darwin and Palmerston Centres joined
the warehouse team at these functions, both of which were a
great success.

CHALLENGES
This past year has seen an increase in graffiti scrawling and
damage to the donation bins. We attempt to address any
damage to donation bins immediately once we are aware, to
ensure the presentation of bins located in parishes, schools
and around the community is maintained.

CHARITABLE ASSISTANCE
Donations of furniture and white goods to people in need in
the Darwin area were made through the Conferences on 86
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Alice Springs
T

hroughout 2007/08 we used the free public media,
advertising on our own building and word of mouth to
encourage as many volunteers as possible to share
their time with us at the Alice Springs Centre. We have had
some success in this area, with new volunteers signing up and
previous volunteers returning to the Centre to assist with some
of our many varied tasks. We currently have nine volunteers
assisting throughout the week with tasks such as hanging of
clothing, cutting of rags, assisting with dump runs, cleaning the
Centre and helping in the assistance area. Our Saturday rosters
are going well and we now have 18 Saturday volunteers.
While donations slowed towards the end of 2007, we now
receive consistent donations of a good quality. As a result,
we are able to offer our customers a high quality of stock.
We have received positive feedback from our customers
regarding the stock available and the friendly service that
they receive.
Millers of Alice Springs donated new clothing racks to the
Centre this year and these have helped to improve the
look and layout of the retail shop. Millers also donated 10
mannequins, enabling us to develop a new way to promote
and sell stock by having weekly displays of items. In 2008/09
we are looking to make further improvements by introducing a
boutique line into the retail outlet.
The warehouse has maintained its sorting process, with
vigorous inspection prior to stock being released for sale.
Standard maintenance of the building and grounds were
conducted as required, with the air conditioner remaining our
biggest maintenance expense.
A big thank you to all of the members and volunteers of the
Society who take the time to contribute to good works by
giving their time and skills to the Alice Springs Centre.

Emma Cornock
Alice Springs Centre
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Shirts on display at the Alice Springs Centre.
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Tennant Creek
A

nother year has managed to come and go, with a
number of new items purchased for the shop here in
Tennant Creek.

Firstly, the air conditioner gave up the ghost mid way through
the hottest part of the year, so I can happily say that we now
have a state of the art new conditioner which is doing its job.
The customers that come through the shop are always
happy to be here, and tell me that it is still the best pre-loved
shop in the town.
I appreciate the regular supply that Dan (Warehouse, Darwin)
freights down to me, he knows what is needed and the supply
is always welcomed by the customers. Thank you Dan.

Clothes for sale in the Tennant Creek Centre.

As in past years, the number of people offering to volunteer is
very limited, but I do have the occasional person offering their
help, perhaps once a week for a couple of hours.
We have noticed over the past year, particularly due to Income
Management initiatives that potential customers are now
being directed to stores that sell ‘New’ clothing as opposed to
pre-loved, this has impacted on the number of customers we
would otherwise have had in the store.
I had a visit from Rose (Centre Manager), in late August,
which was most welcoming. It is always good to see other
Vinnies people.

Margrith Koenig
Operations Manager

Margrith our valued Volunteer Manager, always smiling!
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Vincentcare

Chapel Door at Bakhita Hostel,
painted by a past resident Mick.

I congratulate and thank Mike Byrne and the entire Vincentcare
team for their efforts in the past year.
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I

n her first Annual Report last year, CEO Janet Buhagiar
commented that she considered the Society in the NT
had “the right people in the right roles, injecting necessary
vision and enthusiasm in the ways in which we operate and
make a difference.” These words epitomise the staff and
volunteers who have so enthusiastically undertaken the works
of the Society under the Vincentcare banner during 2007/08.
In the following pages, you will read the report from Vincentcare
Operations Manager, Mike Byrne, and also reports and stories
from the managers of the various programs about activities
undertaken during the past year. These reports only help to
confirm, in my mind, how fortunate the Society is at this time to
have such a dynamic, dedicated, enthusiastic and, of course,
professional team, who are ready to take on new challenges
and expand our services to the needy and marginalised.
The following reports provide an overview of the day to day
operations of Vincentcare services. In addition to these, as
Mike Byrne alludes to in his report, a lot of work went into
developing a Strategic Business Plan for Vincentcare for the
period 2008 to 2010. All involved with the final document can
be proud of the result and many of the strategies identified
were starting to be implemented by June 2008. It is intended
that the Plan will form the basis of input to the Vincentcare
component of the Society’s Strategic Planning for Refounding
project, which commenced in May 2008.
During October 2007, on behalf of the National Council, the
Society’s National Mental Health and Homelessness Advisory
Committee organised a Conference in Sydney to address
the challenge of homelessness and mental health issues
in Australia. Participants consisted mainly of St Vincent de
Paul staff and volunteers. Five representatives from the NT
attended and all benefited from the interaction and contact
with people in services for the homeless. The Advisory
Committee met in Canberra in February 2008 to initiate the
development of a submission to the Federal Government’s
proposed Green Paper on homelessness. The Green Paper,
Which Way Home - A New Approach to Homelessness,
became available in May and the Society made its submission
in June. The Society in the NT also had significant input to the
NT Shelter submission to the Green Paper.
I congratulate and thank Mike Byrne and the entire
Vincentcare team for their efforts in the past year. I also
thank Janet Buhagiar, without whose help and support so
much would not have been achieved. My thanks also to the
hardworking administration staff, Erica McMaster and
Dianne McNeil.

Mike Green
Vice President -Vincentcare
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I

Vincentcare is about homelessness and alleviating its causes
and symptoms. These days we are fighting a real battle trying
to get a roof over people’s heads and often it just can’t be
done. It’s pretty sad to realise that for a lot of homeless men,
women and children, housing is not an option.

2008 saw the release of the Federal Government’s first Green
Paper on homelessness, which sought discussion and ideas
on how to address this issue. Our services have been involved
in consultations and our positions were put forward both at
a national St Vincent de Paul level and at a local level. As a
result of the closing down of the Ross Smith Guest House,
we have also been more involved with the NT Government
over the past year. This has resulted in us engaging with
the Government on several levels across a number of
departments and has enabled us to advocate on behalf of
those who use our services.

Vincentcare has always believed that homelessness is about a
person’s connection with society or community, not just about
a house. Now we judge ourselves on how we help people
connect, not just on how many homeless we find a house
for. Our focus has changed, and we are now about “harm
minimisation”, and keeping someone alive in body, mind and
spirit so that they can take opportunities that might come
their way. Mental illness, drug and alcohol addiction, violence,
prostitution, incarceration and suicide are often the results of
being homeless, so Vincentcare needs to provide programs to
assist these people and provide them with alternative options.
This alternative might sometimes just include a conversation
about nothing in particular. Treating someone with dignity and
respect might be the one thing that keeps someone off the
grog or out of prison.

Vincentcare has moved closer to becoming a more connected
service where people can enter at any door and receive
the advice, care and service they need. Vincentcare staff
meetings are held monthly to discuss client issues, programs
and day to day operations. A focus is on all staff getting
together as colleagues and friends. I would like to thank
these hard working and dedicated staff for their support and
assistance over the past year: Paula and Leisa at Bakhita,
Victoria at Ormonde House, Lyndon and Carolyn at Ozanam
House and, of course, all their staff and crew of volunteers.
The Sunset Outreach Service deserves special mention. This
is a great group of volunteers who, week in and week out,
deliver this service to the people who need it. Vincentcare is
thankful to Xavier and his youth crew and for all the support
that we receive from head office.

This is the approach of all our services and programs, and over
the next few pages you can read some fantastic stories about
real people, about what Vinnies has meant for them and about
how Vinnies has made a real contribution to the lives of many.

Finally, special thanks must go to Roger Garrick for his
support over the past years - he is missed. Also to all those
great people we meet who everyday let us into their lives;
sometimes we receive more than we give - thank you.

t seems like only yesterday that Vincentcare came into
being. Last year was about consolidation; this year is about
planning and growth. It has truly been an epic year that just
seems to get busier every month, no one at Vincentcare has
had time to rest on their laurels.

2007 saw the development of Vincentcare’s first strategic
business plan. All of the Vincentcare team were involved in
the development of the plan, with stakeholders consulted
and focus groups convened at Ozanam House to gauge the
opinions of those who use our services. It was an exhaustive
process, but by the fifth draft we knew we had a document
we could work with that would give us a clear focus over the
next few years.
One of the goals of our plan was to develop a mental health
strategy. Mental health is a growing problem amongst those
who come into contact with our services. As members of St
Vincent de Paul’s national Mental Health and Homelessness
Committee, it is imperative that we move in this direction. In
June of this year we received a grant from the Mental Health
Council of Australia, aimed at allowing us to consult with all
stakeholders and determine what the gaps in the Territory’s
mental health services are and where Vincentcare’s strengths
can be best used to serve this sector. By March 2009 we
expect to have formulated a plan to take to Government for
further support.
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Mike Byrne
Operations Manager, Vincentcare
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Bakhita Centre

Work For the Dole Program – Market Garden

T

he Bakhita Centre continues with its renovations and
we are now proud of the quality of the accommodation
we provide. We could not have made the budget
spread so far were it not for Greg, Wayne and Frank, our past
residents who continue to work hard around the place. After
this coming wet season we hope that, with Clair’s work in the
gardens, we will have a real place of peace and tranquillity for
our residents to live and work on their lives.

working on his mental health, reconnecting and reconciling
with his family, making new friends, finding new interests
and rejoining the work force. BJ rents his own unit, is in a
relationship, does not drink or use drugs, is off his medication
and no longer needs to see a psychiatrist.

I have asked past residents to write a bit about Bakhita in
an effort to provide a human side to our works. Some of the
responses are outlined below.

“When I came to Bakhita I could not even pay the rent, I was
living in my car after the place I was working at was sold and
they did not pay me out. Bakhita was great. I had my own
room and they let me get my s**t together without preaching
at me. I was offered a job at the old folks home next door as
a kitchen hand but they talked me out of that and helped me
get a job at Bing Bong cooking on the barges. It paid twice
as much and included accommodation and an airfare to any
capital city every month. I never thought I could get such a
choice job”

“Bakhita changed my life, nowhere else would have supported
me the way Bakhita did……I had to do it myself, but when I
did Bakhita then gave 110%. Bakhita helped me get a new
scope on life and cared about my life, supporting me in my
work and my social life……there was no humbug no pushing
it was at my own pace, when my time came it was time to go,
but I still come back its comfortable and relaxed for me now,
Bakhita is my second home…”

Bill came to Bakhita and cooked gourmet meals for the
residents while he recovered. He was a worker and was
prepared to jump at any job. We helped Bill to regain his self
esteem, which he lost after being treated so badly by his last
employer. This helped him to realise his potential and land
a great job with a great future. Although Bill says we helped
him, everyone living here appreciated the fantastic restaurantquality food he was serving up each night.

Staff have changed over the past year, and each has made a
mark on the service in their own way. Special thanks must go
to Paula, who had to leave us to move to Adelaide.

BJ (not his real name) came to Bakhita six years ago after
suffering a breakdown and resulting drug addiction, BJ used
his time here to prepare for the next two years in jail. After his
release, BJ returned to Bakhita and spent the next few years

Leisa Bagley
Bakhita Centre
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Ormonde House
other and rally around to help clients. These guys are still
regular visitors to our centre.
We have an amazing vegetable garden that was started by
an ex-resident and kept up by present residents. We have
a ready supply of tomatoes, carrots, sweet peas, radishes,
lettuce, spring onions, passionfruit, capsicum, and chillies.
The guys keep telling me they won’t grow any faster by
staring at them, but I just can’t help myself because it’s the
first vegetable garden I’ve ever seen grow out of nothing.

Ormonde House resident maintaining the garden.

O

rmonde House feels more like a home than a shelter
with ten residents at any one time living here. The
residents are dealing with many issues, such as
mental health, drug and alcohol addiction, physical disability,
learning disability, and family breakdowns. We work on the
premise that the men live in a self-sufficient environment with
a helping hand from the staff.
At Ormonde House, the men cook, clean, shop, garden and
do the general maintenance. The staff do case work, advocate
on their behalf, link them with lost family members, help them
find work and apply for paperwork such a medicare cards,
birth certificates, tax file numbers, and drivers licence. The
staff also organise fun activities such as hiking, swimming,
and fishing , as well as make referrals and teach the
residents living skills such as cooking and making their bed.
Eventually, hopefully, we find the residents accommodation
for independent living, and then support them as outreach
clients. The good news is that it all seems to work.
Although we have many great success stories, we can
only give you a glimpse. Over the year we have had many
residents that suffer from mental health issues, two of whom
are now sharing a private unit in town and are in the middle of
building a car together out of two wrecked cars. Another lives
by himself in a Territory Housing unit and is doing well. We
were able to help them furnish their homes and hook them up
with various services around town. One of the advantages of
living in a small town is that most service providers know each
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One of our current residents that we are very proud of is an
indigenous man from interstate. It is the second time he has
stayed at Ormonde House during the last year. The first time
he stayed with us, he had little energy for work and his self
esteem was very low. He wasn’t sure what he wanted to do
in life and just seemed to be a lost soul. We worked with him
trying to figure out his options and focussed on his strengths.
He eventually left Ormonde and wandered aimlessly for a few
months, sleeping in his swag. During this time, something
snapped and he did a complete turnabout; it was his time.
He returned to Ormonde with drive and vitality and is now
working. He volunteers, training the Katherine youth in
boxing. He has also taken a 16 year old to Darwin for a major
competition. How’s that for a man who was once homeless ,
now giving back to the community!
We had another indigenous man who had been long grassing
it here in Katherine. When he arrived at Ormonde House he
didn’t even know how to make his bed. It was a long process,
but he now plays football and is working as a Ranger. His
family are still long grassing it but he has great plans of
getting them back to their community and getting his mother
and sister painting again. He’s a strong man and I believe he
will achieve whatever he puts his mind to. He pops in nearly
every day he is back in Katherine to say hello.
The bottom line is that we are very proud of our residents. It
is an absolute joy to watch them grow, become empowered,
leave with a higher self esteem and achieve a better way of life.

Victoria Creevey
Ormonde House
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Ozanam House

Young musician and Jewellery maker – regular patrons of Ozanam House.

N

ow, 26 years old I have 3 children, they live with their
mothers in community, away from town. Old lady at
Ozanam asked me to speak my story, said it would
help others, she speaks right way to all us countrymen.
I cannot speak my name, my family they understand. I cannot
undo what I know, many people don’t know, I have to go
carefully, like when I’m hunting
I was in the jail, for killing a man, I did 7 years in that jail, I
wished I was that dead man many times, I was dead but I
could see myself walking around.
One day when I was dead and walking around. A man walked
with me, told me about another man called Jesus, the more
he told me about man (Jesus) the more I wanted to be alive.
I got very serious one day and I spoke to Jesus in my body,
then I heard him speak in my spirit, I know his voice, like I was
looking for him, I didn’t know that before I heard him, I felt like
he was my country, where I was first born in my spirit, in the
secret place, yes , in the ground, we are made.

This young man was banned from his community for some
years for breaking law. Since leaving prison he has made the
streets and Ozanam House his home. Through support, care
and the love of Jesus, he has survived and is now permitted
to return home to be a father to his children. This is what we
are about.
For those who have not been out to Ozanam lately, we are
really proud of our wonderful facility. It is a warm, secure place
to spend the day, and we have been working hard on making
it so. Over the past year we have managed to convince
Territory Housing of our importance to the community, and in
doing so we are now able to access funds to help us continue
to improve.
I would like to thank Carolyn, our casual staff, and volunteers
- especially those who have the least - who give so much
making Ozanam House a special place.

Lyndon Robinson
Ozanam House

When I stood out of the jail, I didn’t know where to go, people
said good things about Vinnies, said there was sweet water,
said the boss man was Jesus, old lady told me about spirit
law, read me story called psalm 139, I know in my knowledge
place, in spirit, my body is full with love for all my country. I am
not drinking, everyone sees me.”
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Programs

Gazebo built during landscaping
program for Bakhita residents.

The programs aim first to help participants make a connection
with each other and the Vincentcare community.
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Landscaping
Our Landscaping program has been successful in transforming
the Dick Ward Drive site. We have a fantastic fruit and
vegetable garden out back, a new reflective garden and grotto
is underway out front and in the middle to provide a place
of quiet and peace. Clair Parkinson has been fantastic in
organising participants in our landscaping project throughout
the year. Many of the participants moved into employment and
all could see the value of what they were doing.

Knockabout Chefs
Our Knockabout Chefs program worked fantastically well in
producing all our cooked meals. Six of the first 10 participants
gained employment as a direct result of this program, and
most participants gained VET certificate qualifications
through our partnership with the Charles Darwin University.
The Department of Employment Education and Training
recognised the value of our program and has funded it to run
full time, with a qualified chef to teach cooking skills and a
case worker to help with job expectation.
One of our original participants came from an Alice Springs
town camp. He now has only a couple of years to go on his
apprenticeship, is going to University, is earning more money
than he has ever had, is planning on buying a car and a
house. Once he finishes, he will have a career that can take
him around the world.

Bakhita residents and program participants working on the
final touches.

Transitional Housing
Transitional Housing has been a hit-and-miss affair. Last
year we had our successes, however a few residents did not
achieve their outcomes. Our greatest hurdle is the total lack of
exit points for clients. There is no affordable accommodation
available and the public housing waitlist is getting longer
by the day. These challenges mean that participants in this
program often need support over a longer period of time.

Furniture Repair
Through our Furniture Repair program, Chris has used our shed
and equipment to teach residents how to fix up furniture. Run
down furniture is supplied by the warehouse, with residents
also bringing along pieces for repairs. The men work on fixing
them up and return them to Vinnies to be sold. It is great to
utilise our equipment and facilities in such a positive way.

Outward Bound

purchase of music equipment. Band practice is at Ozanam
House and participants in the program are working towards
public gigs for Anti-Poverty Week and Christmas. Sharing
time with the Sydney Street Choir has demonstrated the
importance of music and creativity in improving an individual’s
health and outlook on life. This program will pass on skills
that can be used to subsidise the income of otherwise
unemployable people.
Ozanam House, Bakhita Centre and Ormonde House run
a variety of programs covering many life skills, including
recreation. The programs aim first to help participants make a
connection with each other and the Vincentcare community,
and then with the broader community. We believe that
overcoming homelessness is just as much about the human
spirit as it is about bricks and mortar. We encourage anyone
with ideas, talent and time to join us in this work.

Through the Outward Bound program, $4000 worth of
camping gear has been purchased with thanks to the
Community Benefit Fund. The plan is to take participants
outside their comfort zone on epic adventures across the Top
End. The diverse mix of participants and staff will encourage
sharing and help all to see beyond their current problems to a
future that will be better than the past.
The Community Benefit fund also supported us in the
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Sunset Outreach

Volunteers Bron and Erin helping out on SOS
Van at Anti Poverty community breakfast.

The greatest highlight for all of us has been the closer
relationships we have formed with those that use our service.

2

007/2008 was a very successful year for the Sunset
Outreach Service. Over the years the SOS has matured
into what we offer today a worthwhile source of
connection for our homeless brothers and sisters, where the
conversation is as important as the food, and some could say
more interesting.

ANZ continue to offer the once a month Barbeque which was
loved by all (our clients love hob nobbing with the bankers).

All Volunteers and helpers must be congratulated, the only
time the service failed to go out was for mechanical reasons.
Each night has developed its own identity and character. As
members have come and gone, the fellowship of the team has
carried on and new volunteers have joined the group.

St Johns and O’Loughlan College have both taken an interest
in the SOS and helped out all year with making sandwiches.
Reports from the teachers show an increasing awareness of
social issues amongst the students.

Our Highlights:
Every Friday is a hot meal day. The cooks at Bakhita have
excelled in getting variety into the diet for our clients. We
have not had a Friday go by without something special.

Christmas and Easter meals have also been special. For
Christmas it was roast pork with the trimmings, plum pudding
and custard. Easter was Thai fish curry.

The SOS service is now operating 7 days per week. On
Saturday and Sunday the van makes the lunch time journey
to Ozanam House where it operates from the front “Harmony”
shelter.
A real highlight for one crew was mother’s day. One of our
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Young student volunteers on the van, helping out.

homeless aunts presented a very beautiful ginger flower to
one of the Volunteers and wished her happy mother’s day.
When asked how she could afford such a beautiful flower it
was learnt that it was freshly picked from the Administrators
garden. The fact that she was not a mother and was in receipt
of stolen goods did not lessen our volunteer’s joy in any way.
We have “street swags”! At last when confronted with
undeliverable requests for accommodation our crews can
offer something. It’s not the best outcome but at least a
“swag” can provide some comfort.
The greatest highlight for all of us has been the closer
relationships we have formed with those that use our service.
The conversations have been enlightening, stimulating,
humorous, interesting, varied, educated and sometimes a
little strange but every story has let us into the lives of some
fantastic people and not one of us could say we have learnt or
gained nothing from our time on the SOS van.
Our thanks to all supporters of the Van, Bakers Delight, United
Food Services, ANZ, and all those who make the nightly
journey possible.
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Conferences
T

he 2007-08 financial year has been a time of change for
many of our Conferences.

Alice Springs still remains without a working
Conference. Tyronne de Zilva handed over to Terry Cullen
as President of Our Lady Help of Christians Conference in
Palmerston. At Karama, Roger Garrick handed over the reins
to James Kattampallil, while Sue Gallaugher took over the role
of President of the St Paul’s Conference from Br. Ted Merritt
msc. Our sincere thanks to all outgoing Presidents for the
time and effort put into their role. Each President served well
beyond the normal term and they deserve extra thanks.
Sadly, Roger Garrick has since passed away, following a long
battle with cancer. Once again, we offer Anne and her family
the heartfelt sympathy of the NT Society members.
The Young Vinnies has come of age. They have done
terrific work in the short time they have existed. Daly Kelly
is the current President of the Young Vinnies, with Micah
Thorbjornsen their representative on the NT Council. As a
fundraising event, the group showed the special movie – “As
it is in Heaven” at the Deck Chair Cinema. A lot of preparation
also went into World Youth Day, both for the Days in Darwin
and the visit to Sydney. A great deal of thanks goes to Benita
de Vincentiis for her wonderful work towards World Youth Day.
One of the outstanding works done by the Mary Mackillop
Conference is the Buddies Day program in which a group
of children are taken on excursions and activities once a
month. This initiative benefits the children involved as well as
their parents by providing a break, and several parents have
provided positive feedback.
Xavier Lane-Mullins has done a great job since taking over
most of the youth portfolio from Benita. One of his roles has
been to organise the new-look newsletter to communicate
widely about the Society. His work has led to a greater
acceptance of the Society by students in the two Catholic
Colleges in Darwin. One of the activities these students and
students from other Darwin high schools have been involved
in has been to volunteer time and effort towards the SOS bus
and the Centres at Palmerston and Darwin.
The Conferences have continued their involvement in various
special works, including the collection and delivery of bread,
hospital and aged care visitation, helping with the Emergency
Relief interviews, assisting families and individuals, home
visits to older or lonely people and acting as Special Ministers
for people in the Parish.
Many of the home visits result in a furniture list being
forwarded to a warehouse. Our thanks go to the many people
who work in the warehouses and to those who deliver muchneeded furniture items. Our thanks also go to the general
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public who donate these items in the first place.
All Conferences were represented at the inauguration
ceremony for the incoming President, Margaret Lambert. This
was a great Society event for the whole community.
Some of our members and past members are ill, many of
whom are included on the list issued by the Secretariat. We
should keep all these people in our prayers, especially at our
Conference meetings.
All Conferences were involved in helping the Variety Club to
gather children to receive special gifts and food in the lead
up to Christmas. This work was then used to develop our
own lists for hampers and gifts closer to Christmas. This was
a very well-coordinated effort, with special input from the
Secretariat and the Young Vinnies. Families and individuals
were assisted with food for Christmas and many children
were given a gift. Once again our thanks to the people from
the various Parishes who responded to the cards from the
Giving tree to donate food and gifts for this annual event.
Parishioners also donated money to help buy some of the
extras needed for the hampers.
Holy Spirit Conference helps the Parish Priest during a
special monthly Anointing Mass. This is attended by the local
parishioners and often by people from other parishes.
Conference members extend their thanks to Bill Burford, the
immediate past President for his leadership over the past five
years. We wish Bill and Mary a rewarding retirement.
Our Conferences have kept in contact with their Indonesian
and East Timor twinned Conferences. It is always interesting
and welcomed to receive a reply to our letters.
Overall, there is much the same number of Conference
members as last year, and it is a good sign that there are
always new people joining.
Finally, I offer thanks to those who attend the Conference
meetings, to the many volunteers who support the work of
the Conferences, to our Parish Priests, to our Secretariat, and
parishioners who are so essential to the work being done by
the Conferences.
Let us all try our best to follow the example of Frederic
Ozanam in his work for the poor and needy.

Gerry McCormack
Vice President, Conferences

conferences

Holy Family
H

oly Family Conference has continued to grow from
strength to strength during the course of 2008. We
are a very active conference and in addition to our
weekly meetings, our members also participate in a range of
Society works ranging from; the SOS Food Van, the Furniture
Warehouse, Jail Visits, Hospital Visits and the Bread Run
which was the brainchild of our late former President Roger
Garrick. The bread run is a silent work of the Society and we
look forward to making it an official “vinnies” good work in the
future.
We were very pleased to welcome our new Society President,
Margaret Lambert to our Conference recently. Margaret was
able to see first hand some of the good works that we do for
those in need, right on our front door.
During the start of the year we averaged one visitation per
fortnight, however as the year has progressed, the frequency
of our visits increased to an average of one per week and
peaking at four visits during one week. A typical assistance
package consists of food vouchers and furniture. Telephone
and utility bill payment assistance is also requested and we
are happy to assist in whatever way we can.
The people we assist are varied in their needs and challenges,
including single parents and those suffering with mental
health and alcohol issues. During the year our conference
has endeavoured to provide all those in need with information
about free, self referred counselling options, including
financial counselling, available through Centacare. We recently
assisted a member of the community with their move into a
new home by providing them with furniture and contributing
to their bond payment. Many thanks to Dan Madden & Br. Ted
for helping us meet the needs of these clients.

Holy Family Conference member Molly reading at 2007 AGM

We are actively collecting donations from our Parish and
under our Conference Spiritual Advisor Fr. Luis’s guidance,
we are hoping to put some of this money back into our Parish
community. This will help us reinforce our community base
and create a more beneficial and symbiotic relationship
between our donors and the Society.
I have enjoyed my first year of presidency and hope that our
conference and our works continue to grow in strength and
purpose, under God’s guidance.

James Kattampallil
President, Holy Family Conference
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Holy Spirit

Holy Spirit President Colleen D’Arcy with CEO Janet, Darwin Centre volunteer Mary and Vice President Gerry.

O

ur Conference has been quite active during the past
year. Our membership has increased to eight and we
are assisted by three non-conference members.

We have retained our partnership with the hospital, continuing
our visits there each week. We have the help of some nonconference members in carrying out this work.
Our help with the emergency relief program at the Darwin
Centre is an ongoing commitment each Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday. So far we have managed to meet this
commitment. The onus falls on those who have free time on
these mornings and we greatly appreciate their commitment
to this work.
The distribution of Christmas hampers and gifts was
streamlined last Christmas and there were many helpers.
The success of last Christmas points to a constructive time
again this year. Thanks to everyone involved for a great
community effort.
Each Friday, Conference members act as Special Ministers
for other Parish members. Visits to a nursing home continue
on most Mondays. Throughout the year we have visited 61
homes for a variety of reasons. Sometimes we visit homes
because our clients are in need of food or furniture, or
because they need company. Lately we have had the extra
task of helping clients dispose of some of their
accumulated rubbish.
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Conference members are rostered to work regularly at the
Darwin Centre. This keeps us in close contact with the daily
real-life situations facing some people.
We thank Fr. Jack very much for his commitment to the
monthly Anointing Mass on the last Tuesday of each month.
We assist anyone who needs transport to Mass, after which
we all share a cup of tea.
We were also involved in the inauguration ceremony at Holy
Spirit Church for our new NT President. This was a successful
event, with a large number of attendees, including special
invited guests from interstate. The ceremony was a great way
to advertise the Society to the rest of the Community, and
was followed by a lovely supper on the church grounds.
We have kept in contact with our twinned Conference in Dili
by writing letters to the President, backing up the quarterly
donation to that Conference. Their responses indicate that
they are very appreciative of the twinning money and of
our correspondence.
Although we do not operate our piety stall at the church any
longer, we are still involved in the sale of the Catholic Leader
each weekend. It is a valuable service for those parishioners
who read the magazine.

Colleen D’Arcy
President, Holy Spirit Conference

conferences

St Pauls
I

am pleased to report to the NT Council on the operations
of the St Pauls’ Conference for the twelve months to 30
June 2008.

Br. Ted Merrit pointed out earlier this year that he had
been President of our Conference for over five years. The
Conference worked so well under Br. Ted’s leadership that the
time frame had been overlooked. As the only nomination for
the role of President, I was elected to the position earlier this
year. I would like to thank the Bishop and acknowledge his
support for my election.
Br. Ted has done a wonderful job over the past five years, and
he will continue to be an important part of our team.
Throughout the year the Conference has continued to meet
weekly, with an average of six members attending
each meeting.
Our work has revolved around assisting and finding members
of families in our area. We have also helped a large number
of Territorians establish themselves in accommodation. Our
emergency relief funding has been well-spent during the year,
with over 200 people being assisted.

Past President and current St Pauls member Bill Burford and
his wife Mary.

During the year we have recognised a growing need to
support the elderly in our community. We will continue to
focus our attention on this area in the new financial year.
We ask for your special prayers for Garry Halvorson, who
has been a Conference member for over 20 years. Prayers
are needed to help Garry, his family, and our Conference get
through these difficult times.
Once again, I acknowledge the work that has been done by
Br. Ted in his time as President. He is a very caring and loving
man who will do what he can to help anyone in need. In my
time in the community I have been fortunate enough to have
Br. Ted as both a mentor and a friend.

Sue Gallaugher
President, St Pauls Conference
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OLHC
T

he Our Lady Help of Christians Conference has been very
active in the past 12 months due to the wonderful work
of all volunteers and associates. The Conference has nine
members currently but is well supported by friends and family.
The Conference meets fortnightly, on Sunday mornings after
Mass, with an average of six/seven members attending.
The core business of the Society, Family Assistance, has
continued to ‘grow’ with many people needing assistance
with payment of power/water and phone bills through the
voucher system. Many families have been provided with
food and meat vouchers and many have also received beds,
mattresses and fridges through family assistance and home
visits. The work of Jill Collins, Flo Cosgrove and more recently
Kath Hall in operating the Family Assistance program, from
the Palmerston Centre, has been greatly appreciated. The
home visits that usually follow up family assistance have
been coordinated by Erica McMaster and the Conference
is indebted to her for all the time and effort freely given. The
Christmas hampers were a great enterprise in 2007 and it
is hoped we can assist more families in 2008. My thanks go
to all the members and other volunteers who assisted in the
organisation and delivery of these hampers and gifts.
Vinnies has also been involved in providing morning tea after
Sunday morning mass as part of the Parish roster system. This
commitment by Conference members is very much appreciated.
The role of emptying the Palmerston Centre clothing bins has
grown into a large undertaking by volunteers and this work
has been very much appreciated by the Centre manager,
Rose. There are now three large bins to be emptied each
Sunday morning but usually they are overflowing and many
other miscellaneous items are also left on the footpath (e.g.
furniture). Sometimes as much as 16 wheelie bins are filled
and moved to the Centre’s sorting area. The task is now best
undertaken by using utes and vans to transport much of the
clothing where previously it was possible to use a shopping
trolley. The roster system employed by the Conference has
operated effectively and my thanks go to Tyronne De Zilva,
Erica McMaster, Andrew O’Dea, Sarah Morrissey and Kay
Fitzpatrick for their unselfish donation of many hours to keep
this worthwhile operation happening. The Conference has
also been involved in the Buddy Program and my thanks go to
Sarah Morrissey and Xavier Lane-Mullins for getting some of
our younger people involved in this worthwhile program.
The Conference has plans to try and get up and running a
‘Coffee and Chat Van’ (Night Patrol) modelled on the ACT
experience. However this proposal needs further research into
viability and funding.
The Conference will be holding a Social gathering (BBQ &
informal chat evening) in September to build community and
set future directions for the Conference. It is hoped that these
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informal social gatherings will become more commonplace in
the years ahead.
As our membership grows and awareness and interest
increases the challenges for OLHC Conference and multifold
Vinnies needs to provide more assistance across a broader
base of social need, which sadly does not seem to be
diminishing in any way. It is important that OLHC members
and associates give of their time and generosity in conjunction
with their main priority of attending to their families, friends,
work and personal recreation and relaxation time.
There is a need for a more flexible approach to increasing
membership which involves encouraging associate members,
who are productive and supportive, i.e. perform volunteer
work but are not able to attend meetings. The Conference
needs to develop a pool of volunteers who can support the
current members in assisting with Christmas hampers and
fulfilling the organisations’ roster obligations.
Another challenge for Vinnies is to encourage membership
from other groups within the Parish, especially those from the
Filipino, Vietnamese, Chinese, Indonesian and other cultural
groups. Casual or associate our Asian parishioners make up
a sizable percentage of our Parish Community but are totally
unrepresented on the OLHC Conference. Casual or associate
membership may allow Vinnies to become more inclusive
and representative of the Parish and the community at large.
Allied to this is the need to develop Youth membership both
of a substantive nature but also on an associative basis.
I acknowledge this will be no easy task but I believe the
Conference will be able to engage in this process.
In closing, I would once again like to thank all who have
worked tirelessly for the Conference. Your generosity of spirit
and uncomplaining action never ceases to amaze me. Special
thanks to Kay Fitzpatrick (Vice President) who readily steps
in to cover my absences and to Father Brian for his spiritual
guidance. Keep up the great work everyone and God bless.

Terry Cullen
President, Our Lady Help of Christians Conference

conferences

Mary MacKillop
Around January, many members of this conference began
their preparation to attend World Youth Day in Sydney. I am
very proud of the conduct of the volunteers and many of them
had leadership roles during the pilgrimage. Those attending
included; Jacinta, Theresa, Micah, Janet, Fr. John, Kathy, Dan,
Celina, Benita and myself.
To our financial sponsors: Woolworths Nightcliff and
Woolworths Casuarina who have each provided $50-$100
gift vouchers throughout the year to assist with the costs
associated with the buddies days. Also, to the Territory
Wildlife Park and the Rock Centre; the discounts and venues
you have offered us have allowed us to give the kids an even
more fantastic time.
Many thanks go to all our volunteers – you are the heart of the
society, and your contribution does not go unnoticed. To all
our new volunteers: keep up the good works!
To Xavier Lane-Mullins; welcome and thank-you. You have
gone about your work with quiet confidence and assisted our
group greatly.
Mary Mackillop Conference Deckchair fundraiser.

T

he youth conference this year has achieved a great
deal. On top of running our buddies days, we have
introduced a new adolescent’s program and many of
our conference members also attended World Youth Day and
the associated St. Vincent De Paul Society gathering.

Finally, to Fr. John Kelliher, you have done an excellent job at
guiding the spiritual formation of our group and bringing about
a unique Vincentian spirituality – thank-you for the time and
effort you have invested in our conference, and as our spiritual
advisor you are a most valued member of the conference.

Daly Kelly
President, Mary MacKillop Youth Conference

The year started with a buddies day trip on the ferry over to
Mandorah. Other memorable buddies days include; rockclimbing at Doctor’s gully, swimming at Leanyer Water Park
and our most recent visit to the Territory Wildlife Park.
Our adolescents program is targeted at the age group
above buddies day children. This group has helped out at
the centres – helping with the clothes, and they also baked
muffins for the deck chair cinema fund raiser. Overall these
events were successes, and we hope to continue this
program.
Congratulations go to Micah as the inaugural youth
representative on the NT council. This position was created in
April as an avenue for the youth to have our ideas brought to
the rest of the society.
In May our conference organised the aforementioned deck
chair cinema fundraiser – with the movie As It Is In Heaven as
the feature presentation. The conference organised the BBQ
dinner for the night, as well as a raffle to support the Burmese
crisis. It was a marvellous night, with much needed funds
garnered in the process.
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Treasurer
I

am pleased to present our audited financial report for
2007/08.

We finished the year slightly better than budget. This great
result reflects the improved performance of our Centres and
effective cost controls by our CEO and managers.
The surplus funds will be added to our reserves, which are
earmarked for future development of Vincentcare services
in Palmerston and Alice Springs and an expansion of our
Centres network in Darwin.
Our real estate was independently valued as at 30 June 2008.
These total values are incorporated into this balance sheet. The
valuation also included a replacement value for our buildings,
enabling us to bring our insurance values up to date.
The financial report includes the actual money spent on those
in need, however it does not include the value of the hours
contributed by all of our great volunteers, the value of furniture,
clothing or goods given to those assisted by the Society.
While I have been happy to assist Margaret and the Board
in the Treasurer’s role for the past six months, I would be
pleased to hand over to a qualified volunteer.
My thanks go to the team from KPMG for their work towards
our monthly budget reports, the audit and final report.
I recommend the acceptance of the following audited financial
report. Please note, full audited accounts and associated
notes are available upon request.

Bill Burford
Treasurer
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