St Vincent de Paul Society (NT) Inc.
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Mission Statement
The society is a lay Catholic organisation that aspires to live
the gospel message by serving Christ in the poor with love,
respect, justice, hope and joy, and by working to shape a
more just and compassionate society.
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News In Brief
July 2008
 Northern Territory (NT) board meeting
 Days in the Darwin Diocese celebrations pre-World Youth
Day in Sydney
 Vinnies One Mile Dam community program with
international pilgrims
 Young Vinnies and leaders participate in pilgrimage to
World Youth Day in Sydney
 Strategic Plan stakeholder focus groups

August 2008
 National Fundraising and Promotions Meeting in Sydney
 Northern Territory Council of Social Service (NTCOSS)
forum
 Strategic Planning workshop held with relevant
stakeholders
 NT Shelter board meeting
 Contribution to National St Vincent de Paul Society
submission to the Senate Enquiry on Charities

September 2008
 A
 lice Springs visit to discuss capacity building options
with the Arrernte people
 NT Council Meeting
 National Centres meeting in Canberra
 NT Accommodation Group meeting
 Meeting with Amnesty International to discuss the
Federal Intervention
 Attendance to the Alice Springs Parish Assembly to
discuss strategic focus of the OLSH parish
 St Vincent de Paul Society Feast Day celebrations at Our
Lady Help of Christians Parish

October 2008
 St Vincent de Paul Society Anti Poverty Week exhibition
 Participation in the Charles Darwin University (CDU)
hosted Anti Poverty Week debate
 Mental Health Week launch
 Mental Health Annual Dinner
 NT Council meeting
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November 2008
 NTCOSS Board meeting
 Vinnies Palmerston Centre Bridal Fashion Parade
 Department of Families, Housing, Community Services
and Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA) Emergency relief
Consultation
 Catholic Church Insurances Occupational Health and
Safety workshops
 Christmas Planning meeting
 Meeting with Minister McCarthy, NT Minister for Families
and Children
 Visit to Katherine Centre and Hostel
 FaHCSIA consultation regarding funding arrangements
and potential for flexibility
 Presentation to Rotary group regarding SOS Van and
potential support over Christmas period
 NT Shelter AGM
 National Council meeting in Canberra
 NT Shelter Board meeting
 St Vincent de Paul Society Annual General Meeting
 NT Council meeting
 Recruitment of Operations Manager – Membership and
Volunteer development
 Final preparations for Christmas hamper and gift
collections
 St Vincent de Paul Society annual volunteer, member and
staff gathering
 Appointment of New Treasurer for the NT Council

December 2008
 Catholic Education Office Open House
 Visit to Alice Springs to support volunteer group
coordination of gifts for people in need
 Christmas food hamper and gift distribution across the NT
 SOS Van Christmas dinner on the Darwin Esplanade
 Meeting with Calvary Silver Circle in Melbourne to
discuss housing and support service provision in the
Territory
 Meeting with Southern Cross recycling group in
Melbourne to discuss recycling options for Centres

January 2009
 Calvary Silver Circle visit to Ozanam House
 Visit to Alice Springs to discuss the re-establishment of
the OLSH Conference and election of President
 Meeting with Menzies School of Health to discuss mental
health research and associated tools
 Crisis Accommodation meeting
 Young Adults Planning meeting
 Meeting with Power and Water to discuss the current
hardship program
 NT Shelter executive meeting
 Meeting with Police Credit Union to discuss fundraising
opportunities

February 2009
 NTCOSS Board Meeting
 Recruitment of new Youth Coordinator
 Meeting with the Chief Minister regarding the global
financial crisis
 St John’s College first mass for the school year at St
Mary’s Cathedral
 Meeting with the Fair Pay Commission to discuss annual
minimum wage review
 NT Shelter Board meeting
 Meeting with corporate sponsors of the Irrkerlantye Unit
(Alice Springs) in Sydney
 National Fundraising and Promotions meeting in Sydney
 National Bequests meeting in Sydney

March 2009
 Election of new President in Alice Springs – OLSH
Conference
 Community Sector CEOs meet with Minister McCarthy,
Minister for Families and Children
 Chief Minister briefing on Housing Strategy
 Camp Quality NT launch
 National Council Meeting in Canberra
 Ministerial Forum on housing support
 Opportunities for small business from Housing Program
forum
 International Women’s Day at Ozanam House
 NT Council meeting
 Alice Springs visit to continue discussions on capacity
building programs with the community of Santa Teresa
 National Centres meeting in Canberra
 One Mile Dam anniversary
 Various local team gatherings to recognise contributions
to the Society
 Meeting with the Chief Minister, Bishop of Darwin,
Catholic Care and Catholic Education leaders and the
President and CEO of St Vincent de Paul Society
 New president for Holy Spirit Conference elected
 Consultation with community members from Santa
Teresa regarding Families in Friendship Program

April 2009
 NTCOSS Board Meeting
 Visit to the Katherine Centre
 Change Management workshop held with leadership
team
 Meeting with FaHCSIA concerning funding for supported
accommodation services
 Mission and Identity Colloquium attended by President,
CEO and Spiritual Advisor in Melbourne
 Presentation to the team of NT Carers on the works of
the Society
 Southern Cross Recycling Company visits Darwin to
review processes and recommend potential recycling
options

May 2009
 M
 eet with FaHCSIA to discuss trends in the Emergency
Relief Program and areas of further need
 NTCOSS review of the NT Government Budget
 National Finance Committee meeting in Canberra
 Katherine Centre Community Day
 Territory road trip of President, CEO and Spiritual Advisor
to all works of the Society across the Territory
 Consultation with community members from Santa
Teresa regarding Families in Friendship Program
 Cardinal Pell visits Darwin
 NT Shelter Board Meeting
 Darwin Centre Community Day

June 2009







Human Rights forum attendance
NTCOSS Board Meeting
Slumdog Millionaire Deckchair Cinema fundraiser
25th Anniversary celebrations for the Bakhita Centre
Alice Springs visit
Emergency Relief forums facilitated by the Society on
behalf of FaHCSIA for the sector in Central Australia and
Top End
 Palmerston Centre Community Day
 Meeting with Amnesty International to continue review of
human rights issues and impacts of the Northern Territory
Emergency Response
 National Fundraising and Promotions meeting in Sydney

In memory of two friends of the Society
Garry Halvorson, a dedicated and generous member of the St
Vincent de Paul Society in Darwin for many years.
When a need presented itself, Garry never turned away
from helping those in need and offered his time and talents,
unconditionally to the works of the Society.
Desmond Trevor Leonard (“Leno”), a true friend of the Society
and all who met him. Leno graced the Society and the team at
Bakhita with his humour and his love. We were touched by his
gentle kindness and compassion. A humble and loyal friend.
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President
MARGARET LAMBERT

The current Global Financial Crisis would have to rate as the
most outstanding event over the past year to have impacted
on peoples’ lives and their living conditions. For the Northern
Territory, Darwin’s mean housing prices now tipping the scales
as being the highest in Australia, have extended hardship and
housing stress for more Territorians. It is now the case that, as
well as the most disadvantaged people in the community, there
is an increased number of low and middle income earners who
are seeking support from the St Vincent de Paul Society.
In the words of Frederic Ozanam, the young student founder
of the St Vincent de Paul Society: “You must not be content
with tiding the poor over the poverty crisis: You must study their
condition and the injustices which brought about such poverty,
with the aim of long term improvement.”
In living out this challenge, this year the Society has continued
its core work of assisting people in poverty and homelessness,
and has engaged in further discussions with governments,
agencies and individuals to study ways of improving social
conditions and injustices. I am pleased to announce some new
projects and developments that aim to bring about long term
improvement in peoples’ lives.

Santa Teresa School, and Vinnies sponsored activities, along
with some school/classroom based activities, will provide
opportunities for the families to come together.

Central Australia
The Society has re-established its presence in Central Australia
this year with the re-forming of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
Conference, and works in the community have arisen from this
group. Home visitations as well as assisting with the delivery of
Emergency relief at the Centre have commenced, and a Vinnies
food van will be reaching out to people in need in the Alice
Springs area in the coming year.

Darwin City
St Mary’s Star of the Sea Cathedral will re-form a conference
this year which will enable the expansion of Vinnies works at
Ozanam House and with the Sunset Outreach Service food van.
All of these initiatives have arisen out of a focus on the Strategic
Plan 2008-2011 developed last year by our people. Vinnies
staff and volunteers continue to be engaged in progressing
actions from the Strategic Plan through their contributions to the
Working Groups and through their representation at NT Council.

Social Housing

Highlights

In partnership with the Catholic Diocese of Darwin, the Society
has been successful in attracting government funding that will
see 20 new affordable housing dwellings built over the coming
financial year in Darwin. This project, with the support of
Federal funding, is a tangible and practical way in which we can
continue to address homelessness and the housing crisis in our
community by increasing the affordable housing stock available.

One of the highlights of the year was the celebration of the
25th anniversary of the establishment of the Bakhita Homeless
Men’s Shelter in Darwin. Celebration activities included a
film night, a cricket match (Bakhita vs Darwin City Council)
and an anniversary Mass celebrated by Bishop Eugene and
concelebrated by the Society’s Spiritual Advisor Fr John Kelliher
msc, followed by a luncheon which was prepared by the Bakhita
chefs. As we celebrate 25 years of providing homeless services,
we also look to the next 25 years and beyond, in making a
difference in the lives of people.

Families in Friendship
This program has commenced in Central Australia and is about
forming and enhancing relationships between indigenous and
non indigenous children and families. The concept has arisen out
of the desire for reconciliation action with the aim of establishing
long term relationships between indigenous and non indigenous
families. Families at OLSH College are matched with families at
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Thank You
I take this opportunity to thank everyone who has contributed
to the Society over the past year, either through personal effort,
financial contribution, prayerful support or through support

of others doing Vinnies work. The Society has been able to
continue and expand its works on account of your generosity.
The Northern Territory is well supported by so many individuals
and groups, both within and beyond the Territory.
I acknowledge the ongoing support of the Society’s National
Council and other State Councils, and Federal and Territory
governments. I thank the members of the NT Council of the
Society who have governed with dedication and vision, and offer
sound judgement in support of programs and initiatives. Our
spirituality underpins our governance and operations and I thank
Fr John Kelliher msc for his ongoing spiritual direction and active
involvement in the Society.

I am pleased to
announce some new
projects and developments
that aim to bring about
long term improvement
in peoples’ lives.

On an operations level, where all the action happens, sincere
thanks to the CEO Janet Buhagiar and her staff and volunteer
team for their commitment and outstanding achievements this
year. Finally I acknowledge and thank the people whom we
have served over the year. It is a privilege to enter into your lives
at such difficult and challenging personal times – you inspire us
with your courage.
I thank all of you for your ongoing support and interest of the
Society in the Northern Territory. Finally I acknowledge and thank
the people whom we have served over the year. It is a privilege
to enter into your lives at such difficult and challenging personal
times - you inspire us with your courage.
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CEO
Janet Buhagiar

I

t is with great pleasure and excitement that I present my
contribution to this year’s annual report. As I reflect on the
year that has passed, our progress on many of the goals and
challenges faced in 2008/2009, and the exciting plans for the
year ahead, I see first hand how true and rewarding Paul Kelly’s
old adage is:
“…from little things, big things grow…”
From the smallest seed of hope and goodwill, we have seen so
many of our people and our work and outcomes deliver great
fruits over the last year. The call to action for our people has
been to have the courage to believe that the little things we do,
no matter how insignificant they may seem, all add up to making
a significant difference to people in the long term.
The financial year started with a less than financial focus and
instead commenced with the gathering of thousands of young
people from around the world in Sydney for World Youth Day.
This celebration was a clear message of hope and a strong call
for young people to be a witness to others. This was the start to
a productive and action focussed year for the Society and our
people.
In a year that called for serious review and action, the Society
responded with great commitment to advocating on behalf of
the voiceless of our community in key areas including:
 the housing crisis,
 the Australia wide call to address homelessness and
social inclusion,
 the Northern Territory Emergency Response 2 year
review,
 the global financial crisis and its impacts, and
 the human rights review.
In advocating across these key issues for our people, the
Society engaged in ongoing consultations with various
government departments to ensure the voices of our community
were heard.
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In order for the Society to confidently and effectively respond
to these issues, and many others, it has been critical to have a
clear vision, a plan, a governance process, and a team in place
to make it happen.
2008/2009 saw the development of a 3 year strategic plan
for the Society. It also saw a restructuring of the team,
with additions to the NT Council, to ensure all areas of the
organisation, and its work, are well supported and governed by
our people, volunteers and staff.
People have certainly been the focus in strategic planning and
the operational delivery of all our work in 2008/2009.
Our Centres and warehouse facilities started many years ago
from humble beginnings and over the years have become the
trusted and reliable Vinnies stores that not only offer great quality
goods at affordable prices, but are also a place of welcome,
provide emergency assistance and build a secure source of
income for the Society to invest in outreach programs within the
community.
My heartfelt thanks goes to staff and volunteers who, in running
5 Centres from Darwin to Alice Springs, the warehouse, the
remote community stock support and special retail projects,
have made this year our most successful year in terms of
income, community support and service to those in need.
Our Vincentcare work continues to grow from strength to
strength with a constant focus on how best to respond to needs
in the most practical, innovative and effective ways. Connecting
people to community and long term outcomes are the key focus
of all our Vincentcare work.
Our Outreach Centre continues to be the central point of service
provision to those in need, with the support of a range of other
services we work in partnerships with, to ensure a full and
accessible range of options are available to the people we serve.
Our accommodation services continue to meet the challenging

demands of operating amidst a housing crisis. Through their
special programs, they tackle homelessness not only in the
practical sense of providing bricks and mortar and beds and
meals, but also by supporting residents in building long term
sustainable goals that include skills development.
Thank you to all our team members across our Vincentcare work
for your tireless efforts and the energy and hope you bring to so
many.
Our Conferences bring such dignity and hope through their
home visitations and their ministry through hospitals, jails and
nursing homes. It has been a great achievement this year to see
the re-establishment of the Conference in Alice Springs and to
see all our Conferences respond with such joy and compassion
to the increasing calls for assistance from those struggling in our
community.
Our young people in schools, youth conferences and beyond,
continue to challenge the status quo and be witnesses of great
action against the social injustices of our day, through our
Buddies Day programs and the creative work at the schools.
Our people could not do what they do in making a difference
without the tremendous support of our Administration team.
It is imperative that appropriate processes, resources and
coordination be put in place in order to ensure our service
delivery is both efficient and transparent. My thanks to the
Administration team for your hard work behind the scenes.

People have certainly
been the focus in
strategic planning and the
operational delivery of all
our work in 2008/2009.
My thanks to our brother and sister colleagues at the National
Office and other states and territories across Australia. Your
ongoing and prayerful support is critical to our work and makes
such a difference to how we deliver assistance to those in need.
Again, my thanks to our members, volunteers and staff. From
little things, you individually and collectively have made great
things happen.
God has certainly blessed this year and I thank Fr. John, our
spiritual advisor for his guidance and support that ensures our
works are always grounded in the values of St Vincent de Paul
and our founder, Blessed Frederic Ozanam.
Finally, thank you to all the wonderful friends we have met and
made through our work. You remind us daily of how courage and
perseverance through difficult times can make a difference if we
believe in ourselves and trust in the goodwill of others.

It is people who have made 2008/2009 the successful year we
celebrate today. Many thanks to our Board and the NT Council
for your support and leadership and for having the courage to
take risks in a time where our most disadvantaged community
members have needed it so desperately.
Thank you to all our donors, partners and Federal and NT
government supporters. Your financial and in kind support
continue to give us the stability and confidence to grow as
needs emerge.
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Vinnies Stats
Services Provided during 2008/2009
Number of Conferences

6

Number of Emergency Relief Outlets

6

Number of Centres of Charity

5

Number of Beds

55

Number of meals served on the
Mobile Food Van (estimate)

7,200*

Number of people assisted through
Outreach Centre (estimate)

16,000*

Number of people assisted through
accommodation services (estimate)

310*

Sources of Income
18%

35%
Government Grant
Retail

10%

Client Contributions
Fundraising

4%

Other Income
(inc. Interstate Grants)

33%

Expenses Breakdown

*Many people assisted present multiple times during the course
of the year

14%

17%
People in Need Services

14%

Homeless Services
Centres of Charity
Adminstration

32%
24%
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Accumulated funds
allocated to future works

Bishop’s Letter
Bishop Eugene Hurley

I

am sure you have heard of the American Actor who was
visiting London. As a practising Catholic he was keen to
attend Mass. On the previous evening he had made enquiries
about Mass times and had received directions as to how to get
to the Church.

and love of Jesus whom they meet particularly in the poor and
dispossessed.
May God Bless you and bring you joy in your work.

On Sunday morning he became quite lost and called in to a little
coffee shop to ask directions. The shop owner was uncertain but
a rather dishevelled man in the shop overheard the conversation
and was happy to show the actor the way to the Church. The
actor was a bit suspicious as this man was obviously inebriated,
but decided to take a chance.
They walked through all sorts of back streets and alleys and
finally the man stopped and pointed to the building . “There
you are”, he said, “there’s the Catholic Church”. The actor was
confused as he was pointing at the St. Vincent de Paul shelter.
He said to his guide, “But that’s not the Catholic Church – that’s
the St. Vincent de Paul shelter”.

In Christ,
Bishop Eugene Hurley

“Well”, said his guide, “that’s the only Catholic Church I know”.
In a way it’s a funny story, but in another way it is profound.
If we were to ask this man about his experience of “his Catholic
Church”, I wonder what he would say.
Hopefully he would say something like, “Well it’s the place where
I am always treated with respect. I’m always treated kindly
without any questions being asked. The people there are friendly
and I always feel that I’m treated as a real person rather than just
a tramp who lives on the street. I always leave that place with
a little bit of joy in my heart. I’m not sure why those people are
so kind to me, but perhaps it is because they are Catholics. If
all Catholics are like the ones I meet here, then I guess there is
something special about being a Catholic. Anyway I love coming
here and I’m very grateful to them”.
Members of the St. Vincent de Paul have an enormous
responsibility and the great privilege of being the hands, heart
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Spiritual Advisor
Fr John Kelliher msc

Reflections upon the Vincentian Conversion

A

t the end of June 2009, the Church completed The Year of
St Paul. The year had been a celebration of the love in the
Heart of the Persecuted Christ for Saul, who had the eyes of his
heart open to his shortsightedness. He matured spiritually to
become the forgiven Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles of the world.
On the 19th June 2009, the Feast of the Sacred Heart, Pope
Benedict XVI launched a Year for Priests. The Feast of the
Sacred Heart is traditionally a day devoted to prayer for
the sanctification of the clergy. This year is also the 150th
anniversary of the death of St John Mary Vianney, Parish Priest
of Ars in France in 1859. Fr John Vianney is renowned as a
pastoral confessor, to whom people came, from all over France.
Among those who sought his counsel was Jules Chevalier, who
later founded the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart Congregation
in 1854.
These two celebrations, The Year of St Paul and the Year for
Priests shed light upon aspects of prayer and action in the lives
of St Vincent de Paul and Blessed Frederic Ozanam.
St Vincent had the seeds of a real conversion experience on
the 25th January 1617, the Feast of the Conversion of St Paul.
Vincent was born, one of six children into a farming family at
Puoy, in the Southeastern corner of France in 1581. He died at
the age of 80 years on 27th September 1660. He was talented,
vibrant and matured to be a profound networker and spiritual
man.
Vincent originally saw priesthood as an occupation
advantageous to his family. He was ordained at the age of 19!
From the start, Vincent was an astute young man. Benefactors
assisted his early education.
He was influenced by Pierre de Berulle, a spiritual director
and reformer of the French Church. Under Pierre de Berulle’s
influence, Fr Vincent gained a parish at Clichy, a small village
near Paris. Yet at this time as a young priest he wrote to his
mother:
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I’m annoyed that I still have to stay around this city to again
firm up my chances for advancement [which bad luck snatched
away from me] and I can’t therefore come back home to you
and help you in the way I should. But I have such hope in God’s
goodness that he will bless my hard work and soon give me the
wherewithal for an honorable retirement and for spending the
rest of my days with you.
[Documents Vol 1, p.18 quoted in Thomas McKenna Praying
with Vincent de Paul, 1994:16]
Fr Vincent took further advice from Pierre de Berulle and
accepted a chaplaincy and tutorship to the socially and
religiously influential de Gondi family in Paris. Vincent’s influence
grew dramatically when he became confidante and advisor
to Frances-Margaret de Silly, Madame de Gondi. This was to
provide the beginning of a deepening conversion experience in
his ministry. He heard the confession of a dying man on one of
the estates of the de Gondi family. Vincent was shocked by the
naive faith in the dying man. The penitent was very grateful to
the holy man, Vincent, and shared his gratitude with Madame
de Gondi. Vincent was encouraged by Madame de Gondi to
attend to the desperate need for rural evangelisation. Fr Vincent
gave a life changing sermon on general confession in the village
chapel of Folleville on the 25th January 1617, on the Feast of the
Conversion of St Paul.
Vincent’s ministry matured and diversified, he assisted rural
Catholics, convicts, developed retreats and the formation
of clergy. He began providing for the very poor of France.
St Vincent went on to organise material relief on a long term
sustaining basis, beyond meeting crisis needs. Vincent’s joint
action with Louise de Marillac networked the ministry of charity
across the decades of their cooperation in France. Both saints
lived effective love and were profoundly inspirational in the
turmoil of war torn France. St Vincent died at the age of 80 and
St Louise died at the age of 70, both in the year 1660.
Frederic Ozanam was born 153 years after the death of St
Vincent de Paul. In this Year for Priests, celebrating the memory

of St John Vianney, we recall that Frederic had a deep desire
for educated and compassionate priests. Frederic petitioned
the Archbishops of his time to provide quality sermons and faith
development for the spiritually starved Catholics of France.
Frederic had been inspired by the way St Vincent and St
Louise had systematically provided charitable action. Strategic
planning was part of the genius of these two Saints of Charity.
The patronage of Vincent, to the married layman Frederic was
remarkable. Faith development, according to Frederic, must go
hand in hand with charitable support. St Vincent de Paul was a
living patron to the young Frederic. Vincent had been ordained
at the age of 19. It was at the same age that Frederic was
challenged to make his love and concern effective in the lives of
people in deep poverty.

Vincent’s ministry matured
and diversified, he assisted
rural Catholics, convicts,
developed retreats and the
formation of clergy.

Sr Rosalie Rendu, the Sister of Charity, nurtured the conversion
of Frederic and his companions to do as Vincent had done: To
move beyond affective love to effective love. Frederic networked
the Society of St Vincent de Paul to live out the Vincentian
charism and conversion whereby, ‘my prayer anchors my action
and my action nourishes my prayer.’ [Thomas McKenna, Praying
with Vincent de Paul,1994:108]
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NT Youth
Representative
Micah Thorbjornsen

T

he past year has been an exciting one for the youth
conference and youth works in the Northern Territory.

The St Vincent de Paul youth Conference, the Mary MacKillop
Conference, has been successfully completing its works over
the past year and doing an outstanding job. The Mary MacKillop
Conference is made up of a group of youth aged 18 to 35 that
run the Buddies Day program once a month on a Sunday. The
Buddies Day program involves taking out children aged between
6 and 12 to places they might not normally go. These children
sometimes come from disadvantaged backgrounds and it also
gives their parents a well deserved break!

The Buddies Day program
involves taking out children
aged between 6 and 12
to places they might not
normally go.
Recently Lynette Trau, the Youth Coordinator, and I ran a
phone survey to assess what the parents thought about the
Buddies Day program and the results were very positive and
encouraging. The parents all expressed their gratitude for the
program and relayed their children’s happiness.
The Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) meets regularly to plan the
activities and tasks to be allocated to various people. The youth
of the Conference are also involved in:
 Fundraising for Buddies Day
 Running a Deckchair Cinema fundraiser night
 World Youth Day leadership group, ACTIV8
The highlights of this year include running a fundraiser at the
Deckchair Cinema. This was organised by the Lynette Trau
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and run collectively by the Mary MacKillop Conference and the
Vinnies Knockabout Chefs. The Knockabout chefs did a superb
job of supplying the vast assortment of curries and soups for the
night, an appropriate accompaniment for the featured movie,
Slumdog Millionaire.
The Vinnies volunteers also dressed up in Indian clothes, which
was a big hit with the audience. Over $5000 was raised for the
Mary MacKillop Conference and the Sunset Outreach Service
(SOS) program.
A Vincentian retreat was also held at the Annaburroo Billabong
in June 2009. Annaburroo Billabong is on the Arnhem Highway,
about an hour and a half away from Darwin. The weekend was
aimed at examining our spirituality and St Vincent De Paul’s aims
and goals in our different walks of life. The Annaburroo Billabong
was an idyllic place to camp and reflect on life in peaceful
surroundings. Canoeing and swimming were also available to
the more adventurous and great fun was had especially since
some canoes had a tendency to sink.
There are a few developments the Youth Groups would like to
see occur in the future and are currently making plans to see
them happen:
 P
 roviding activities for previous Buddies Day Kids
who are older, where they may assist in Buddies Day
preparation and fundraising activities. At present there
are not enough Buddies kids who have reached the age
limit for this to occur but this is an option if numbers
increase
 Encouraging St. John’s College youth participants to
become a Buddies Day leader once they have turned 18.
A speech and presentation at St. John’s College is being
planned to assist in recruiting graduating students
 Continued participation and development of St Vincent
De Paul programs in school conferences

Youth
Coordinator
Lynette trau

H

alf way through the year and looking into the past,
present and future, the younger members of the Society
have contributed so much to the community of Darwin. The
approximately 14 Youth Conference members have done an
amazing job with fundraising and once a month they run the
Buddies Day Program. Generally I think of them as adults rather
than young people and this year, like every year, has had its
challenges. The Youth Conference has stepped up and dealt
with the matter every time.
In June this year we witnessed our biggest success with
the annual fundraiser at the Deckchair Cinema. The Youth
Conference organised for our gourmet Vinnies Knockabout
Chefs to cook various curry dishes for the event, as the movie
showing was Slumdog Millionaire. The Youth Conference wore
Indian attire to serve and greet guests. We raised $5,657.15,
which will go towards the Youth Mentoring Program and for the
Sunset Outreach Service (SOS). It was motivating and inspiring
to enter into a world like no other such as the Indian slums, while
sitting outside in Darwin’s Deckchair Cinema under the stars.
St. Vinnies are to be commended on such a well organised
fundraiser here at Deckchair. Everyone looked fantastic in saris
and the food was amazing! The queue outside the cinema at
6pm was evidence of a great choice of film and the fantastic job
done at promoting the event. Well done guys!
Jo, Operations Manager, Deckchair Cinema
The Youth Conference members were also involved in Funky 2nd
hand op shops. We have run two this year, both in Palmerston.
One was for National Youth Week and the other for the
Palmerston Festival. The stall held at Palmerston Festival was a
big success due to the location of the stall and with assistance
from students from local schools we ran a fashion parade on the
stage!
The Vincent de Paul Society Conference in St. John’s College has
had a slow start due to past members being in Year 12. However,
through persistence and rapport building with various year
Coordinators the Society has remained strong in the college.

In June the Junior and Senior students both collected tins of
food for Sacred Heart Day. In the end we collected 314 cans
and these were presented and donated to St. Vincent de Paul
Society. Year 9 leaders then assisted in making a heart and
cross with the tins of food on the Holy Grass at the College.
There is more to come with the Society’s involvement with St.
John’s College as we are in the process of organising students
to visit Ozanam House where they will make sandwiches for the
Sunset Outreach Service (SOS). The Society will also be part
of the year 10 curriculum through the Personal Learning Plan.
This will commence in December 2009 and run for three days.
Most recently there have been meetings and discussions with
boarding staff at St. John’s College and with the girl boarders.
The Vincent de Paul Society Conference in O’Loughlin Catholic
College is strong through many programs running presently and
some will commence shortly. The year 8 students will be doing
artwork on 4 boards that will stand together and alone. The work
will be based on youth issues, St Vincent de Paul Society, Caritas,
and supporting people to grow. There will be two social justice
groups running in the near future. One will be with a junior school.
This will be called Junior Vinnies and the second group will be
called Social Action that will include the Senior School.
The Society has been organising youth programs with Youth
for Christ Australia. A couple of months ago Youth for Christ
approached St. Vincent de Paul Society asking if we could be
involved in running a section of the HELP youth program in
September. The program will include a group of female students
from Darwin High.
There is no doubt that the youth good works within the Society
are strong and looking bright for the future. I would like to thank
the many coordinators at schools, and teachers who have
assisted and supported myself and St. Vincent de Paul Society’s
involvement in the schools. I would also like to thank the Youth
Organisations and all the youth volunteers who put up their
hands to help out. You all help to make this possible.
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NT Centres
Vice-President
MARJ MORRISSEY

W

hen we shop, we want friendly, courteous, energetic,
knowledgeable, engaged staff and great product quality.
We love to find a bargain. Our Northern Territory Vinnies
Centres provide a low cost, great quality and friendly shopping
experience.
The last few years have seen tremendous growth in the capacity
of our individual centres, not just in size or in ‘profits’ but
in working together as a Northern Territory network sharing
knowledge, resources and expertise.

When we shop, we want
friendly, courteous,
energetic, knowledgeable,
engaged staff and great
product quality.

Our people are working together for other people.

Successful businesses:






exude high energy
have good people with good attitude
make ‘profits’
deliver quality customer service, and
plan for the future.

Our Centres can tick all of the above.

Alice Springs Centre
Alice Springs Centre has had a strong year with donations and
has made great improvements to the ‘look and feel’ of the shop
and warehouse. Our people have shown boundless energy, have
made some innovative changes to food parcels and have also
taken those important moments to celebrate volunteers.

Tennant Creek Centre
Tennant Creek Centre has continued to prosper with customers
commenting positively on its great ‘look and feel’. Tennant Creek
has a great tradition of working with other groups and people in
the town to assist people in the town and to reach out to other
communities.

Katherine Centre
Katherine Centre has experienced some booming tourist sales
and great customer feedback. The Centre works closely with
other Centres in training, stock management and sharing
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information. The successful Open Day in May featured some
Darwin visitors, donations from local businesses and solid work
by volunteers. The Assistance Office is working closely with
similar organizations in town.

Palmerston Centre
Palmerston Centre has kept up its high energy levels and
its focus on keeping the shop and so many of its activities
innovative, vibrant, colorful and full of fun. It has benefitted from
the generosity of local school students, local businesses and its
core volunteers. We thank Cherie Spalding and wish her well for
the future.

Darwin Centre
Darwin Centre has doubled its number of clients and has shown
great originality with its special days with special themes. It
has also successfully involved some young students from local
schools. Its Assistance Office, run by Conference volunteers,
has been extremely busy. The Centre also commenced some
major renovations which will ultimately help it deliver even better
services.

Darwin Warehouse
The Darwin Warehouse, through its dedicated volunteers, has
continued to be at the heart of our business, with its timely
responses to needs identified by conferences, and its pick
up, sorting, delivery and distribution services. We thank Dan
Madden who retired this year as Manager for his commitment,

energy and customer focused ten years and wish him well for
the future.
The separate reports from each of the Centres, and the Darwin
Warehouse, provide more detail.
Once again, my sincere thanks to our Chief Executive Officer,
Janet; Erica and Di in the office; our Operations Manager, Rose,
who has taken some extended leave; and, to all managers, staff
and volunteers.
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NT Centres
Vice-President
Darwin
Centre
MARJ MORRISSEY
Yvonne
Cowell

W

ow, another exciting year for all of us. We are doing
so well at this time. I am not sure if it is the recession
affecting the community but our clients have nearly doubled in
the last 12 months. Of course the high quality of our stock also
helps. Our clients are realising why we are here.

About The Centre
The Darwin Centre helps out with all sorts of requests including
helping refugees who have newly arrived to Darwin, to assisting
inmates from jail to dress for court cases.

Highlights
We had a fantastic Giant Sale Day this year with the theme being
fancy dress. Everyone helped out a great deal. We had meat
trays to give away, lucky number stalls and $1 sausage sizzle to
complete the family day out that customers and staff really enjoyed.
St. Patrick’s Day this year was amazing with all our decorations,
thanks to Kath Lawrence, who provided her personal collection
of Irish “goodies” for the display.
I cannot believe how fast this year is going with Christmas just
around the corner. Our volunteers and staff have done such a
wonderful job throughout the year, I can’t thank them enough.
We would like to thank all the people who have donated food,
clothing, bric-a-brac, blankets and more, and all the donations
made towards the bushfire appeal. I would especially like to
thank the two lovely young ladies from O’Loughlin College who
raised $50 from the school to go towards Vinnies.

Our volunteers have done
such a wonderful job
throughout the year, I can’t
thank them enough.
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Assistance Office
The Emergency Relief section in our store is designed to help
people in need. Telstra and power vouchers have proved to be
in huge demand and we have also upgraded our food parcels
with meat and vegetables. All our Emergency Relief is run by
volunteers from the Conferences who do a really good job. They
also contribute by helping our clients with furniture, Christmas
hampers and home visitations. Thank you all for your time and
effort throughout such a busy year.

Warehouse
The Warehouse Manager Bill does a terrific job of supplying the
Centres with good quality stock. My thanks to Bill for responding
to our requests with great support.
To top off a very a successful year, we are having renovations
done throughout the store which will include a new roof, ceiling,
carpeting and paint. A completely new face lift.
This work has been well overdue and will ensure our Centre
continues to be a safe and dignified place for our people to visit.
Please stay safe, live for today, always strive for something
better and remember you’re worth it.

Palmerston
Centre
Cherie Spalding

P

almerston Centre has had another extremely busy year with
more and more people needing our help. The assistance
office has helped many families in many ways. A children’s
Christmas party was held and all children got to visit Santa. Fun
was had by all. Christmas hampers went out and Conference
members worked really hard to give everyone a happy
Christmas. Thank you to all of you.
Volunteers and staff are kept on their toes trying to keep the
shop fully stocked, as stock moves so fast with the amount
of customers we have here daily. We held a bridal show at the
C-Max Cinemas with lots of volunteers modelling the wedding
and bridesmaid dresses, and two young groomsmen. They all
put on a lovely show. A lot of people still don’t realise the quality
of the garments that we sell, and having a bridal show was a real
eye opener for most, and was a great way to raise the profile of
Vinnies in the broader community.

Our Car Park Sale
this year was full of
colour, with volunteers
and staff dressing in
rainbow shades.

and staff dressing in rainbow shades. Palmerston High School
students Rebecca and Jacqui were dressed as happy hippies
offering refreshments and lucky numbers, with every customer
winning a prize. Dillan, the cheeky clown, entertained children
on the jumping castle, and Jake and Mahala, our friendly pirates,
painted the faces of many happy children. Our sausage sizzle,
with sausages donated from Rivergum meats and chicken from
Lenards, was a big tasty treat and cooked to perfection by Dora
and Harry. My sincere thanks to everyone for your hard work and
support during and lead up to our sale. Well done everyone.
Our truck driver James is always on the go with our pick up
and delivery service three times a week as well as all the blue
donation bins he empties. He also takes many trips to Katherine
to deliver stock to the Centre, as well as maintains the grounds
here at Palmerston. What a great job you do. Thank you James.

Thank You
I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one
of you for all your hard work and commitment to the Society and
to Erica and Dianne from Head Office who offer their support
and help in many ways. You have helped me in my position more
than words can say.
This will regrettably be my last annual report as I will be leaving
the Territory with my family. I wish you all happiness, health and
joy. It’s been a terrific experience to have been a part of this
wonderful team.

Highlights
In April, Palmerston, Darwin and Warehouse volunteers were
taken on a day trip to Adelaide River for a walk around the war
cemetery and museum, followed by lunch at the Adelaide River
Inn for their famous barra and chips. Thank you to our singing
driver Emu, and our Operations Manager Rose who organised
the whole day. All who attended had a great time.
Our Car Park Sale this year was full of colour, with volunteers
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NT Centres
Vice-President
Katherine
Centre
MARJ
MORRISSEY
JAN
ABBS

W

hat a year the Katherine Centre has had. The economic
downturn has not affected the number of visitors to
the Katherine region, with tourist numbers in the Centre up
considerably. Our visitors’ book provides great feedback to our
staff and volunteers with comments such as, ‘great shop, clean
and tidy,’ and, ‘friendly helpful staff.’

Staff Happenings
Jan became the Centre Manager in March 2009 and attended
training in Darwin with other Centre Managers from Stuart Park,
Palmerston and Alice Springs. The training was very beneficial
and a lot of valuable information was learnt. Jan continues to put
her stamp on the Katherine Centre and develop it further. More
space is now required to meet customer demands.
The Katherine Centre would like to welcome Marion Galawonga
and Leane Blair to the Vinnies team. Jan took all the staff and
volunteers out for dinner to say thank you for the work and
support over the past 12 months. Jenny supplied champagne
and a good time was had by all.

The economic downturn
has not affected the
number of visitors to the
Katherine region, with
tourist numbers in the
Centre up considerably.
Highlights
On 16 May another successful open day was held. The bus
came down from Darwin to give support as did Janet our CEO,
Margaret Lambert the President and Father John. Jones Meat
Mart donated sausages for the day which were cooked by

22 St Vincent de Paul Society (NT) Inc. Annual Report 08/09

volunteers. Katherine Toyota again provided the marquee and
the Lions Club of Katherine provided trestle tables for the day.
All the staff and volunteers did a fantastic job once again.

Thank You
A big thanks to Bill from the warehouse who always answers
our call for help when more stock is required. Also, thanks to
the wonderful ladies at Palmerston for organising the truck and
stock to visit Katherine.
The emergency assistance office has again been busy
with Jenny Duggan continuing her support after an initial
trial period. The Katherine Centre is working with other
organisations in the Katherine region to ensure everyone in the
area has their needs met.
We all look forward to another busy and challenging 12 months.

Warehouse
BILL FENNER

A

s Manager of the Coconut Grove Warehouse, I would like to
acknowledge and thank the dedicated volunteers for their
tremendous work and skills, which contribute to the successful
running of the warehouse.

whitegoods that the warehouse receives from donations are of
good quality and priced in keeping with the needs of those who
come to us.
Supplies delivered from our Warehouse include:

We have at least 20 volunteers who work tirelessly for the
Society on a weekly basis. In my short term as Warehouse
Manager they make it a friendly workplace environment and are
always willing to help where required.
I’d like to congratulate and make special mention to Colleen
Leonard, a veteran volunteer who celebrates 30 years of service
with St. Vincent de Paul Society this year. Colleen has donated
thousands of hours of her time making simple colourful skirts for
Aboriginal people in the Territory and started this work 30 years
ago at the suggestion of Willa James. The material and elastic is
donated by the Society.

We have at least 20
volunteers who work
tirelessly for the Society
on a weekly basis.

 R
 oyal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(RSPCA) Darwin
 Carpenteria Disability Services
 Tangentyere Council
 Tennant Creek
 Alice Springs
 Xavier Community NT
With the support I receive from our CEO Janet and the
administration staff, as well as the volunteers, I am hoping that
the warehouse will continue to operate on its successful path
for the future in helping the people seeking assistance from the
Society.
I am looking forward to another great year.
God does not ask about your ability.
He asks about your availability.

Colleen cuts and sews the fabric with the help of Sister Jo who
also helps sew the skirts. Sister Jo has been helping Colleen
now for the last 5 years. Some skirts are sold at the Darwin
Centre, and some go to Sister Anne on the Tiwi Islands. Colleen
is our regular seamstress at the warehouse and is always
available for a quick repair job on a recyclable garment. Thank
you to these wonderful ladies and all our volunteers who do a
great job for the Society.
Our warehouse truck is working 5 days a week, picking up
and delivering goods back to the warehouse for sorting and
distribution to other organisations and Centres. The furniture and
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Alice Springs
Centre
JANelle carragher

O

ur Alice Springs Centre has seen some very positive
changes in the past year. In October and December 2008,
Rose Smith and Cherie Spalding visited to assist in training and
revamping the shop and warehouse.
At first, some customers were worried we were turning the
Centre into a boutique, assuming prices would rise. However,
we have had very positive feedback to the changes from our
customers. These changes have allowed us to improve our
services, operate more efficiently and in line with other Vinnies
Centres, under the St Vincent de Paul Society guidelines and
Mission Statement.
We had so many clothes donated this winter our volunteers feel
that, “Alice people must have no clothing left.” We have four
long-standing volunteers, three wonderful women, Thelma, Joy
and Sister Margaret and our one and only male volunteer, Paul
who has worked tirelessly to improve things for the running of
our Centre.
Since February 2009, Paul has made a significant difference
to the Centre. He has put wheels on all our clothing racks, put
whiteboards up, shelving for the books, fixed our book and brica-brac shelves, tidied and trimmed the garden, done pickups and
deliveries, rag cutting and more. We are so blessed to have him.
Once a week, volunteers pick up bread from Brumbys which is
given away. We also have shorter-term volunteers who are often
only here for a few days or a couple of months. The help our
volunteers provide is pure gold and we are so thankful for the
time and effort they put in. Not only do they help physically but
they also contribute with wonderful ideas such as the creation of
1kg bags of rags.
In May we celebrated International Volunteers’ Week by
organising a morning tea and on Friday 15 May, I visited the
Town Council with Paul and his wife Sandra to hear Ted Egan
speak on the value of volunteers.
Grade 4 Bath Street Campus students have been donating tin
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food, blankets, clothing and toys on a fortnightly basis. They are
always very happy and wonderful to see and we appreciate the
donated items and their company very much.
Since May 2009 our three new “night time” bins have been
open, which increased our donation levels even further.
Margrith, Tennant Creek Centre Manager, very kindly sent down
an assortment of jumpers and jackets with volunteers as Tennant
did not experience an extreme cold this winter. These items were
well received here in Alice.
We have been blessed with many donations and have been
able to give away a lot of winter clothing to the local community,
including the elderly at Harts Range. We have also just started
donating shoes to the Prison Fellowship Program who give them
out to prison visitors.
The Assistance Office gives out food parcels which are very
popular and a majority of the clients are happy with the service.
We are now including tea bags, which are especially appreciated
by older clients. In April, Flo, one of our lovely Palmerston
volunteers, visited and ran the Assistance Office for 3 days
which was a great help.
It is wonderful to advise that OLSH Conference members have
recently commenced supporting the Assistance Office which is a
wonderful connection between the Centre and the Conference.
In 2009, we have had some wonderful visits. In May was the,
‘Quick Road Trip,’ when Margaret, Father John and Janet visited
all the Centres. Also, in June I was very lucky to have Cherie and
Yvonne come down while we held a training session for both
new and past volunteers.
I have had a great deal of care and support from a number of
people, especially Dianne and Erica, and would like to thank
everyone for making the learning process so much easier.

Tennant Creek
Margrith Koenig

A

nother year has passed quickly with Tennant Creek still
running along smoothly.

The Centre is doing well and customers that come into the shop
comment on how it is well presented and how happy they are to
shop here.

Thank You
Firstly, I would like to thank Beryl Vipond for her continued
support throughout the year. Thanks Beryl, your efforts make
sure we can continue to assist our local community with good
quality goods.

Competition for pre-loved
clothing is very big in this
small town and I hope that
we continue to have as
good a year next year as
this one has been.

Also a big thank you to the ladies from work for the dole and the
Bradaag Ladies. I sometimes have people from the Community
Development Employment Projects (CDEP) come and help
either in the shop or around the grounds. All assistance is greatly
appreciated.
Thanks also to Bill (Darwin Warehouse) for freighting down
goods that customers are happy to see and buy. It is like having
a, ‘little Darwin’ here in Tennant when the truck arrives. The
community appreciate the new and diverse stock.
During the winter months we had a shipment of blankets
delivered from the Alice Springs Centre to assist those in need.
That was much appreciated by all customers who we assisted
in this area. This year we also found a need to assist people who
were living in their cars with some canned food items.
Competition for pre-loved clothing is very big in this small town
and I hope that we continue to have as good a year next year as
this one has been.
In May 2009, Margaret our President, Janet and Fr. John visited
Tennant Creek as part of their road trip through all the works of
the Society. They extended their appreciation to Magrith for her
voluntary service to the Society and the community of Tennant
Creek for so many years.
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Vincentcare
Vice-President
Mike Green

I

t has been quite a year for the Vincentcare team, for our works
and most importantly for the hundreds of lives we have helped
along the way.
Vincentcare has grown markedly over the past 12 months and
the need in the community is such that we are always looking at
new opportunities to respond to the need however always with
the view – can we make a difference?
Our Accommodation Services have continued to grow with
the addition of 20 new beds taken on as short to medium
accommodation in response to the closure of a Boarding
House in 2008. Not only has the team continued to offer
quality supported accommodation options throughout the
year and have created a real sense of home, we have seen
innovative programs grow from strength to strength, from our
Chefs Program cooking up a storm, to our furniture restoration
program and market garden. Not only do these programs deliver
great material outcomes, they have also produced real outcomes
for our people in terms of improved confidence, self worth and
in many instances, real job opportunities through further training
and employment.
Our outreach works continue to be more than a hand out,
offering real options to the most disadvantaged of our
community. Ozanam House has strengthened its relationships
with other service providers and has truly worked towards
becoming the one stop shop for our patrons, with options
ranging from the Dress For Success program, through to the
on site clinic, music and art programs and a genuine sense of
welcome and hope.
The year has also seen the Vincentcare team play a very active
and vocal role in advocating on behalf of the many in our
community affected by the housing crisis, mental health and
alcohol and other drug related issues. Vincentcare has been
successful in pushing the boundaries and demanding more for
the people who need it most.
My sincerest thanks to Lyndon, Leisa, Victoria and our broader
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team of staff and volunteers who not only work tirelessly but
go above and beyond to make our Vincentcare works the
compassionate and often only hopeful influence in the lives
of those we serve. My thanks to Mike Byrne, our Operations
Manager for his leadership, vision and commitment to taking
the risks needed to ensure our works are focussed on the long
term future beyond the immediate need. I thank also our Chief
Executive Officer, whose help and support has made much
of this possible and the administration team who support the
Vincentcare team so readily.
The reports and testimonies you will read in the following pages
are a celebration of the real difference a little hope, innovation
and courage can make to the lives of many.

The reports and testimonies
you will read in the following
reports are a celebration
of the real difference a
little hope, innovation and
courage can make to the
lives of many.

Management
Mike BYRNE

V

incentcare encompasses all the St Vincent de Paul Society
works that deal with the Northern Territory’s homeless
crisis and those among us living in homelessness. Vincentcare
brings together The Ozanam House Day Centre, Bakhita and
Ormonde House hostels, Park Lodge transitional hostel and the
Sunset Outreach Service (SOS) with a common goal - how best
to operate our services to support and connect those in the
community who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless.
Vincentcare has been blessed with staff who have a passion
for our works. Their passion has resulted in many highlights of
which the Society can be justifiably proud. The biggest thrill
for me as Operations Manager has been to see four fantastic
facilities that are a pleasure to walk into, to live in and to learn
in. These facilities have allowed us to promote the St Vincent de
Paul Society to the private, government and non-government
sectors. Our services reaffirm our credibility as advocates for
those who need our help and offer a visible promotion of our
innovative and progressive services.

who administer the SAAP program, and the Department of Local
Government and Housing who have supported our works so
generously. My thanks for the continued support of the whole
Vinnies family; staff, volunteers and members. You make it all
worthwhile.

Important milestones
 W
 e have provided over 20,000 bed/nights of
accommodation,
 We have provided an excess of 95,000 meals,
 There have been over 2,500 attendees of programs
aimed at body, mind and spirit,
 Our accommodation services are all operating at over
95% capacity.
“All I wanted was conversation, I didn’t want food. I looked up
at the sky and cried every night.” This says it all. The things that
matter are free, something everyone can give.

Vincentcare achievements, among many...
 P
 laying a key role in bringing Street Soccer and the Big
Issue to Darwin,
 Working in partnership to secure funding to improve
respite services for carers of those suffering mental
health issues.
 Developing and being able to implement a mental heath
strategy and policy for Vincentcare.
We welcome to our ranks David Taylor as lecturer and
Knockabout Chef, Shane and Steve at Ozanam House, Cilla at
Bakhita and Sue at Park Lodge. Leaving over the past year has
been Sarah who will be missed at Ozanam House and Keryl from
the kitchen.
I would like to thank all of our hard working staff and volunteers.
To work with a team that is so dedicated has allowed us to
achieve great things and make a real difference for those living
on the fringes of our Society, the homeless. It would be remiss
of me not to mention our partners, NT Families and Children,

St Vincent de Paul Society (NT) Inc. Annual Report 08/09 27

Bakhita Centre
Leisa bagley

A

nother year has passed and there has been a great deal
of amazing positive changes. We are working closely with
some of the most caring and vulnerable clients and I thank them
for the privilege of working with them. We greatly value what we
have learned from each and every one of them. We have also
expanded our accommodation services in Darwin from 25 beds
to 45 beds by taking on the 20 bed Park Lodge facility.

Highlights
Bakhita celebrated its 25th year and over that time has had a
huge impact on so many lives, including residents, staff and
volunteers. It was great to meet all the people that have had
something to do with the Bakhita Centre over the past 25 years.
Bakhita has such a warm and welcoming feeling and the
makeover has enhanced this. Bakhita invites people to come in
and feel at home.
We are still moving forward every week with many activities:

Furniture Restoration
Chris continues to forge ahead with this project and has secured
funding to run the program 4 days a week. Chris’ commitment
has facilitated efforts to establish a ‘Men’s Shed’ works and social
group. Plans are underway to establish this as Vincentcare work.
Currently, participants are repairing furniture that would normally
be discarded. Restored items end up being sold in the warehouse,
going to needy families or being used by the various services.

Landscaping
The gardening program has come to an end this year but the
results will last for many years to come. Daniel has helped to
continue the legacy started by Clair and her team. The kitchen
crew is enthusiastic about using home grown produce and often
boast that everything on the table was grown in the garden.
Future garden projects, including water saving irrigation work, will
be supervised by our new repairs and maintenance team. Thank
you Daniel, for all the hard work that you have put into the market
garden. Everyone loves the fresh food and the cooks love pointing
out the dishes prepared from home grown produce.
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Outward Bound
This year we ran day trips to Litchfield Park and weekend
camping trips to Katherine. Once again, a small team of
residents and staff had a very enlightening time. The whole
group managed to share and learn something of each others
lives’ and what brought them to Bakhita. Some of the best
counsellors are the residents themselves and these trips prove
the adage, ‘a problem shared is a problem halved.’ We must
thank the generosity of the NT Government, who through the
Community Benefit Fund, supported this initiative.

Sport and Team Work
As part of our 25th year celebration we challenged the Darwin
City Council to a cricket match. Although honourable in
declaring the Bakhita Centre winners of the match, the Lord
Mayor’s 11 team showed their cheeky side by bending the rules
to suit their strengths.
A chance of redemption came at the launch of the Homeless
Street Soccer Program where the challenge was set for a Vinnies
v Council rematch. I am proud to say we were magnanimous in
our declaration of a draw, 1 game all.
I would like to thank our staff and volunteers for all the great
work they do. Without them none of this would be possible. I
would also like to welcome new staff members Cilla Griffiths
(Bakhita Support Worker), Sue Mooney (Park Lodge Supervisor),
and David Taylor (Chef Extraordinaire). We have a great team!
Thanks to Zef for resurfacing the concrete in the common area.
It was a very generous donation of both time and resources.
Thanks to all our volunteers on the SOS bus, without which,
many would go hungry. Thanks to all our painters for keeping
on top of a never ending cycle of maintenance. A special thanks
to Greg Hales, whose hard work has enabled us to stretch our
capital works funding further than we could have ever expected.
Bakhita receives generous Government support for the capital
works and over the coming year Greg will continue to improve
the amenities of the Centre.

Our Stories
The dedication of our staff and volunteers has resulted in
positive outcomes for clients in time of need. When reading the
following stories, you will see a snapshot of some of the lives we
have touched.
In one instance, a 45 year old man who was sleeping in his car
after a 4 month stint in prison, and suffering from a facial injury,
presented to Bakhita seeking accommodation. Over a cup of
coffee he reported that he could not believe his life had come
to asking for assistance from St. Vincent De Paul Society. He
mentioned he was a qualified tradesman who up until recently
lived a middle class lifestyle that spiraled downward due to the
breakdown of a relationship and the loss of his job.

We are working closely
with some of the most
caring and vulnerable
clients and I thank them
for the privilege of working
with them.

happy in their current situation. Regular contact continues for
emotional support and often we hear the words, ‘I can’t thank
you guys enough.’
In another instance, a 34 year old who was experiencing post
traumatic stress from a physically and emotionally abusive
childhood became homeless and was retrenched from his
job. He was accommodated immediately. During his short
stay he made use of our office facilities to apply for a training
opportunity on a ship in Tasmania. Staff assisted him in putting
together a budget to cover the costs of travel and clothing. On
the day of his departure to Tasmania he presented staff with a
small box of chocolates, which was not in his budget, and said,
‘Thanks heaps. I will send a postcard when I have completed my
training.’
These cases are just a few of the true stories that make our
commitment to assisting those in need all the more satisfying.
We wish all our past and present clients the best in their
endeavour to achieve their goals.

‘I have never felt so low,’ were his words. Even though we
could not accommodate him immediately we encouraged him
to visit for support. A week later, a room became available for
him and he was very thankful. ‘My life can only go up from
here,’ he said.
Soon after, he gained employment and his teenage son, who
relocated from down south to be with him, also gained parttime work. With the assistance from staff, a transitional unit was
leased for them to move into. Together they remain healthy and
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Ormonde House
victoria creevey

About Ormonde House

O

rmonde House is a hostel for homeless men in Katherine.
The 10 room hostel is continuously operating at full
capacity and staff outreach manage as many as 10 extra clients
that have been turned away due to lack of capacity. Over the
past year much work has been done to make Ormonde House
a better place to live. Residents are integral to the functioning
of the house, taking responsibility for cleaning, shopping and
cooking. These changes have encouraged residents to stay
longer to ensure that they achieve real outcomes for themselves,
as the story below illustrates.
A resident of Ormonde House decided to change his lifestyle by
going back to school at the age of 53. This resident had stayed at
Ormonde House on three separate occasions since late 2008. He
would find work on stations and then return to Ormonde House
once the work was finished. He found that by the time he found
his next job he would have spent all his savings and felt like he
was going nowhere. He lost his car because it broke down and he
couldn’t afford to get it fixed and pay the repayments at the same
time. He had to leave it on the last station he had worked and
phone the financiers. His car was gone!
After losing his car and searching for more work with no success
he was feeling very despondent. This gentleman was extremely
intelligent and very widely read. Ormonde House was finding
it hard to keep their library up to date to satisfy his thirst for
reading. Workers at Ormonde House had spoken to him on
occasions about the joys of studying. They spoke about the
merits of learning something of interest, the social aspect of
studying and about the downfall of being committed to being
broke for the duration of the course.
At this stage of his life he had little concerns about the “being
broke” aspect. So, with his enormous work experience in civil
engineering and his hunger for knowledge he decided to enrol in
university. All he needed was to have those qualifications to get
the big dollars. He passed his university entrance exams easily.
The next hump – a place to live! As everyone knows to find
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affordable accommodation in Darwin is almost impossible. He
also had no car and didn’t want to be far from the university.
The cost of available campus accommodation was $153 a week
and they wanted four weeks bond and two weeks rent up front
totalling $918. Quite a financial challenge

He was now the talk of the
town and it is with great
pleasure to announce he is
currently living on campus
and working towards a
Civil Engineering degree.
Ormonde House offered to assist with 6 weeks free rent totalling
$720 and the Katherine Salvation Army supported him the rest.
It is with great pleasure that we announce that he is currently living
on campus and working towards a Civil Engineering degree.
This is just one of the many stories which illustrate the way in
which people’s lives can change for the better with a caring and
helping hand.

Ozanam House
lyndon robinson

J

oe is a young bloke who travelled to Darwin looking for work
and a change in lifestyle. He certainly found a new lifestyle,
being forced to live on the street as a homeless person. Joe
started frequenting Ozanam House for meals and to use the
shower facilities. In the evening, like many others, he relied on
the Sunset Outreach Service (SOS) for a meal.

Ozanam House helped to launch the Longgrass United Football
Club that recently challenged Bakhita and the Darwin City
Council to commemorate the street Soccer Launch in Darwin.
The music program continues its growth with a group of around
12 regular musicians turning up from time to time to take part in
the Jam sessions.

Joe met a girl and asked her out on a date. She was unaware
of his situation and Joe wanted to show her a good time. But
how, given he had no money and no home? Joe decided to take
her out for dinner and a movie. Dinner was at a famous Darwin
restaurant overlooking a calm harbour, watching the sunset
and enjoying the sea breezes. Later they wandered down to the
cinema to enjoy a classic movie in a romantic setting. The spark
was lit and now Joe and his girl are in a relationship, sharing a
house. He has found work and now comes in to volunteer on the
weekend at Ozanam House.

Thank You
Staff at Ozanam House would like to thank those clients and
volunteers who through their efforts help the likes of Joe survive
in the longgrass and who make Ozanam House a welcoming
and safe place from which everyone can be inspired.
Please note: Names have been changed to protect the dignity of
those we serve.

So how did a man with no
money and living on the
street find his way into a
restaurant and movie?
So how did a man with no money and living on the street find his
way into a restaurant and movie? The restaurant was the Sunset
Outreach Service that calls into the Esplanade carpark every
weekday night and the movie was watched over the fence at the
deckchair cinema. Romantic ingenuity, a sense of humour and
some fast talking obviously worked in Joe’s favour.
Ozanam House has recently joined in partnership with Danila
Dilba to run a clinic each Monday morning to serve the members
of our community living in the “longgrass”. Staff and volunteers
have been pivotal in the success of the Street Soccer program,
supporting them with the barbecues, transport and cheer squad.
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Knockabout Chefs
David Taylor

About Knockabout Chefs

T

he Knockabout Chef Program was established a few years
ago with the aim of providing certificate level training in
cookery for the homeless, at risk youth and refugees. Another
aim of the course is to provide an environment for transition into
mainstream employment.
The course had a rocky start but had a stroke of luck earlier this
year when we employed David Taylor who previously worked
in the training kitchens of Charles Darwin University. David is a
top class chef with a passion for food and a deep respect for his

While the program doesn’t
score a goal every time, we
hit the mark sometimes.
fellow man, particularly those less fortunate than himself.

Chef Taylor’s Report
My first impression of the Bakhita Centre was based on the
neglected market garden and run down kitchen. Since starting at
Bakhita, after a lot of hard work from staff, friends and residents,
the garden is now much envied and discussed amongst chefs
in Darwin, while the kitchen has been transformed into a highly
functional area suitable for one-on-one training. Much the
same happened with the Knockabout Chef Program which
has a growing reputation among vocational employment and
hospitality circles.
Real outcomes for the Knockabout Chef program are not
just marked against attaining a qualification and gaining
employment. The reality is that some participants will not be able
to achieve such goals. In these cases, basic cooking skills and
practical advice from Bakhita staff provides practical living skills
for a better quality of life.
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While the program doesn’t score a goal every time, we hit the
mark sometimes.

Grant 22
Orphaned at 14. Lived on friends’ couches for years. Has a
checkered work history with anger and grief issues. Grant
started the program in April and after a shaky start has gained a
Certificate I in Hospitality (Kitchen Operations). Grant is now an
apprentice with a respected Darwin restaurant. Grant is receiving
ongoing care and assistance from us to complete his Certificate
II in Cookery so that he can attain his goal of becoming a
professional chef.

Kane 17
At risk, vulnerable, for many stereotyped reasons. Kane came
to the program not knowing that salads were made from fresh
ingredients and not from a bag.
‘I can’t find the salad bags anywhere,’ Kane said on his first
day. Kane now throws together a mean carrot cake and can
make restaurant quality sauces, gravy, and mayonnaise and can
identify a myriad of ingredients.
This course has changed his life by imparting important life
skills.

Kelly 47
Father of 5. Living in a local community. Kelly now provides his
family with home cooked stews, casseroles and pasta dishes
that sustain them from pay to pay. Kelly now says ‘it’s better
than take away and pizza and cheaper too.’
Successes in the Knockabout Chef program would not be
possible without the support of staff members, Bakhita
residents, industry colleagues, suppliers and the community.
Thank you!
Please note: Names have been changed to protect the dignity of
those we serve.

Sunset
Outreach Service
About the Sunset Outreach Service

T

he SOS is a volunteer run work aimed at providing
conversation, as much as a meal, to those living on the
streets of Darwin. This year has seen the service mature with all
teams enjoying the social discourse and striving to bring a little
light into some very dark places.
Merit Partners, ANZ and The Knockabout Chefs made
regular contributions to the van with the aim of bringing much
appreciated variety to the food. We also could not do without
the fantastic efforts of Ozanam House and Bakhita clients, many
who are also experiencing hardship themselves. These guys
prepare the meals each day.

No matter how difficult,
frustrating or impossible
the week has been,
Wednesday evening
adjusts my perspective
on things.
Michael Gubbins, Team Leader for Wednesday night shares his
experience on the SOS:
‘The St Vincent de Paul Sunset Outreach Service (SOS) swings
into action each weekday evening to meet our friends on the
streets with food, a smile and a chat. Our usual routine is to
arrive at Bakhita Hostel around 5pm, load up the Van with food
and drink and head for Rapid Creek at Marrara. Some evenings
there is no one there; other times only a handful; occasionally a
dozen or more. On most occasions, the people we see at this
location are in good spirits, peaceful and thankful for the food
and drink Vinnies provides.

Then it is on to the City to feed those who gather near the
Cenotaph on the Esplanade. We usually have a gathering of
anywhere from 20 to 40 people a night. One of the younger
team members observed one day that sandwiches and soup for
dinner each evening would be decidedly boring, and asked why
we couldn’t have a BBQ every so often on the Wednesday night.
What followed verged on the miraculous.
Excitement started to build amongst the volunteers on a
Wednesday night and words got around to the volunteers’ boss
who made a large donation to support the BBQ initiative. The
volunteer’s workmates also threw in a few dollars to support the
cause. We bought steak and sausages and the kitchen at Bakhita
provided bread, onions, lettuce and tomatoes. We loaded a gas
BBQ and cooking implements (instead of the usual sandwiches)
and we held an SOS BBQ at the Esplanade one Wednesday
evening. The people we served loved it, talked as usual about
what was happening to them and thanked us for the BBQ in
their usual polite way. This was the first of what grew into a
regular Wednesday evening ’alternative to sandwiches.’ I am
privileged to lead a particularly young and enthusiastic team and
I continually find myself looking forward to Wednesday evening.
No matter how difficult, frustrating or impossible the week has
been, Wednesday evening adjusts my perspective on things. I
am reminded once again that God cares for and feeds us all (no
matter what our circumstances). I am reminded once again of
the things that actually matter.
The Sunset Outreach Service is expanding and in next year’s
report we will be reading of the SOS exploits from Alice Springs
and from the reformed St Mary’s Conference in Darwin.
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D

uring the last financial year, one of the highlights for our
Conferences was the re-establishment of the Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart Conference in Alice Springs, with its President
Bernie O’Grady, elected in early 2009. One of the features of
this new Conference is that many of the members are new to
the Society, which is a wonderful addition to the group who will
be supporting the new SOS Van and Emergency relief program.
Thankfully we still have some “old hands” helping the new
members along this journey.

Highlights
The year has had many highlights but upon reflection we have
also seen some tragic moments. It was very sad to hear of the
death of one of the “old hands” from the St Paul’s Conference,
Garry Halvorson, one of those members who did everything
except be the NT President.
We were also sad to lose the services of Fr Brian Healy msc at
the OLHC parish in Palmerston. He has always been a strong
Vincentian supporter.
Across our Conferences we have been blessed with new
members and we look forward to this continuing at an even
greater rate this coming year and in the future.
The Holy Spirit Conference elected a new President. After
serving her three years, Colleen D’Arcy was replaced by Vin
Victory.
Our Conferences over the year have continued to deal with the
issues in their own area, including:
 A
 ssisting with the Emergency Relief program, whether by
a formal interview or by distributing material goods
 Visiting clients in the home, where sometimes the home
environment looks different to what we are used to,
and has changed to extend to the various places in our
community where people are living permanently
 Visitation of women in jail
 Being a Parish Eucharistic Minister
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Taking children on Buddies Day outings
Helping with a parish Anointing Mass
Hosting a cuppa after Parish Masses
Hosting a fundraiser at the Deckchair Cinema
Delivering household goods
Inviting children to a Christmas celebration
Distributing hampers and presents for Christmas
Hospital visitation
Aged Care visitation
Making the appeal for the Assist a Student Scheme
Speaking on behalf of the Christmas and Winter Appeals

Conference members are also involved in various voluntary
works, including:
 Working at the local Vinnies Centre and/or Warehouse
 Heading out on the SOS mobile food van
 Collecting bread for distribution to those in need

Across our Conferences
we have been blessed
with new members and
we look forward to this
continuing at an even
greater rate this coming
year and in the future.
Thank You
All Conferences have been greatly assisted by their Parishes
who are so generous with our own appeals, including the Assist
a Student Scheme and also for giving trees at Christmas time.

In addition, parents let their children take “Tinnies for Vinnies”
for school appeals. Many thanks to all parish communities in the
diocese who support the works and people of our Conferences.
Behind all the work that the Conferences do, there has been a
solid group supporting us. Our CEO, the Administration team at
Dick Ward Drive, the various Store Managers, the Warehouse
workers and the Vincentcare staff. Thank you, one and all.
Thanks to each and every Conference member for the way you
have tried to emulate Blessed Frederic Ozanam at your regular
meetings and the various works you undertake. You are truly
making a difference.
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T

he Holy Family Conference has had a very busy year. We
have taken many different measures to ensure our weekly
meetings are better informed and more efficient. My role as
President of our Conference is to provide as much information
about the work of the Society as possible to our members each
week. This creates a space for informed discussions on the
issues raised in our work.
We have seen a number of challenging and complex cases over
the past year. One client Jane was served with a Drugs Premises
notice on her property. The police raided the property three
times and seized drugs. Shortly after, the family was forced out
by a court order and had to look for new accommodation.

Solving day to day
challenges and
‘tweaking the nuts and
bolts,’ is our focus.
Another client Debbie had quite a ride. We purchased a new
fridge in November and in December she gave birth to a baby
girl. Sadly, her partner stole money from her and, given her
distress, we asked her to contact CatholicCare to access free
counselling.
Vinnies is there to lend a listening ear and a helping hand and
we feel it is a great gift to be part of the solution for so many of
these difficult situations.
Around Christmas we discovered that some clients we
previously visited had been evicted from their former premises,
making ongoing follow-up of clients very difficult. There have
also been numerous visitations to clients who were living in quite
shocking conditions by modern standards.
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The bread run continues to operate seven days a week with its
normal crew of volunteers, with Conference members filling in
from time to time. Henrietta Dempster continues to volunteer at
the warehouse and Molly Kattampallil and Kath Elliot continue to
visit jails. Tom Kiely and Father Luis participate in Hospital visits
and I continue to work on the SOS meal service.
The total number of home visitations this year was close to
110, although including follow-ups this number is much higher.
Hospital visitations were also close to 100, and jail visitations
around 8. We delivered 40 Christmas hampers and around 60
invitations to the Variety Club Christmas Party. Our services
improved considerably since the NT Council approved a mobile
phone for our Conference and we were granted our own cheque
book. This provides us with the mobility and speed we need to
respond to client need in an optimal way.
There are still aspects of our work and services that could use
improvement and we are taking necessary steps to see these
come into effect quickly. In the meantime, solving day to day
challenges and, ‘tweaking the nuts and bolts,’ is our focus so
that volunteers can participate in the works of the Society in the
best way. Our core membership is growing steadily and I enjoy
providing the best information I can at our weekly meetings in
order to keep our charitable tendencies well nourished.
Please note: Names have been changed to protect the dignity of
those we serve.

Holy Spirit
vin victory

W

e have a steady membership, with additional volunteers
with an additional 12 volunteers helping us with our
work. Although we lost two members through the year they are
both still willing to help where possible. Meetings are held on a
fortnightly basis, excluding public holidays.
Home visitations took place throughout the year, especially in
the last few months in lead up to Christmas which linked to the
annual Variety Club Christmas celebration and our Christmas
hamper visits.
The Conference has also been involved in hospital visitations,
that involve a person spending a few hours each Saturday,
sometimes as a Eucharistic Minister, and sometimes for social
reasons.
Meetings have been held regarding the hospital ministry with
the hospital coordinating Chaplains and with the Catholic
Chaplains to discuss the expansion of the hospital ministry.
Over the year regular visits were made to the Tiwi Aged Care
Centre. We are working on increasing the visitation frequency to
this establishment. Each week a volunteer acted as a Eucharistic
Minister for parishioners attending Mass at the Centre.
The monthly Anointing Mass at Holy Spirit Church has continued
to attract varying numbers. We have assisted with transport and
organised a cuppa afterwards. This has been a very worthwhile
and welcome service in our parish and has also helped to
promote the Society.
Conference members continue to support Emergency Relief
at the Darwin Centre and have fed back information to the
Secretariat on ways the service and overall operation could be
improved.

For the Confirmation Sacramental program in the parish we
opened a piety store for those wishing to buy items for the
occasion. This was well received by the parish community.
Our Conference helped one particular family whose son died
accidentally. A Conference member attended the funeral
and contact was later made with the mother to offer more
assistance.
We thank Colleen D’Arcy who completed her three year term as
President of our Conference.
Our Conference was part of the initiative to procure a new
wheelchair for a patient at the nursing home. Thanks for the help
from the St. Paul’s Conference, especially Br. Ted and Fr. Paul
Webb.
Members of our Conference initiated meetings with the Parish
Priest and some members of the Parish Pastoral Council. These
have proved fruitful and will continue to be held.
Conference members have noted the need for an upgraded or
new program on the computer at the Darwin Centre to deal with
changes to the Emergency Relief Scheme. This feedback has
formed part of the Emergency Relief Scheme renew.
Our Conference is composed of a happy band of people so this
encourages each person to contribute their part to our work. We
are very fortunate to have such dedicated members.
Thanks to all the members and volunteers, to our Parish Priest
and to the Parishioners who have been so generous with our
appeals. Thanks to all members of the Secretariat and to our NT
President.

After the 6pm Vigil Mass at Holy Spirit, we have begun serving
refreshments to the parishioners who wished to stay behind. We
have extended this hospitality to once a month after a Sunday
Mass.
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S

t Paul’s has continued to meet weekly throughout the year
with at regular members attending.

out the emergency work at the Darwin Centre and making home
visitations, and training is always available.

During the year we had the sadness of losing a twenty-year
member, Garry Halvorson, who had been President, Secretary
and Treasurer of St Paul’s Conference.

We will lose an active member of our Conference for six
months as she will fly back to England where she will continue
Conference work. We would like to thank her for her support.

While home visitation have fallen somewhat, St Paul’s does
provide two days emergency relief assistance at the Darwin
Centre.

We appreciate the support of Fr Vince Carroll for the use of the
meeting room for our Conference Meeting.

The Conference has been handling at least three cases a
week providing household furniture and new tenants with new
whitegoods.
Our Giving Tree at Christmas time was a resounding success
with over 80 families in the parish receiving hampers and gifts.

The Conference has
been handling at least
three cases a week
providing household
furniture and new tenants
with new whitegoods.
Br. Ted has continued to help with lots of miscellaneous jobs
– helping get cars and lawn mowers repaired as well as yard
cleaning.
We need to focus on new membership to ensure continued
effectiveness of the Conference.
We appreciate any new members would need training to carry
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A special thanks to parishioners of St Paul’s who continue to
support the Poor Box, Assist a Student project and two general
appeals throughout the year.
A very special thank you to all at the Secretariat Office – Janet,
Erica and Dianne. God bless you all.

Our Lady Help
of Christians
Kay Fitzpatrick

T

rue to the old saying, ‘It’s quality, not quantity’, at the
OLHC Conference. There is a fantastic group of dedicated
members who are very committed in doing the good works of
Vinnies.
Our Conference meets every fortnight on Sunday after our
morning Mass. It is a very apt time to meet, coming with an
uplifted spirit straight from a gathering of our parish community.
Our meetings are a time for sharing insights from the weekly
reflection as well as a time for updating members on visitations
and the Society’s direction and role. The meetings are a means
of strengthening friendships within the Conference and for
providing a sounding board for dealing with challenging clients,
situations and experiences. They can be a time for problem
solving and building the Society spirit.

Our work
This year interviewing has continued for Emergency Relief and
client assistance with the generosity of Jill, Brother Ken, Flo,
and occasionally Nicole and Kath. The interviews are held at the
Palmerston Centre three days a week for two or more hours. The
interviews are followed up by either Sarah, Cate, Terry, Kath, Kay
or Erica who make visitations to the clients’ homes. Quite often
the visitation is a humbling experience.
Erica coordinates the visitation process. It has been worthwhile
to revisit the families that receive assistance just to make sure
they are coping well and reassure them that Vinnies cares. It is
interesting to point out that beds and mattresses are “hot” items.
Visitations to the jail continue to be carried out by Jill.
The Conference members are rostered to empty the Society
donation bins each weekend when the Palmerston Centre is
closed. The three bins are filled to overflowing each Sunday
and it takes considerable time and effort to empty the contents
into the wheelie bins to transport them around to the back of
the shop. One young family with 4 members, newly recruited
this year, have set the record and have emptied the bins in 22
minutes!

Our Conference was well represented in the packing of the
Christmas hampers in Stuart Park. Sarah and her trusty ute were
gems and made transport of the hampers an easy affair. The
distribution of the hampers was a well coordinated operation.
Many were picked up from the Parish Centre while others were
distributed efficiently with the help of family and friends. It is
wonderful to see the extra assistance given to the Conference at
such a busy time of year.
Our Conference is also rostered as one of the morning tea
providers after Sunday Mass. It is hoped that with the display of
Vinnies banners near the morning tea area, we will promote an
awareness among the parishioners of our work and gain more
members or associates.
Sadly this year the Conference has lost three members. Fr. Brian
Healy was our Parish Priest, spiritual guide and a willing supporter
of our Society. He has been ill and has retired to a quieter life after
lengthy hospitalisation. Andrew O’Dea and his young family have
moved interstate and Tyrone de Silva, past President and State
Twinning Officer, was given a gift and farewell for his years of
contribution to the Society. On a positive note, we welcome Cate
Cochane and the Stedman Family to the Conference.
As a challenge, our group needs to grow to offer an extension of
hours for interviewing for emergency relief, as well as visitations
to elderly and sick parishioners. With the idea of the “Compeer”
program developing, more Conference members will be required
for its implementation.
In closing, the parishioners of Our Lady Help of Christians need
to be thanked for their generosity in supporting St. Vincent De
Paul Society appeals, especially the Christmas appeal and for
the weekly donations of tinned food. The Conference members
also need a round of applause for the way they rally in good
spirit to get this precious work done.
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A

s usual, the Mary MacKillop Conference has been very busy
this year. Our main work included events such as the very
exciting Buddies Days, the Deckchair Cinema Fundraiser, the
Palmerston Festival, and our retreat.
Our Buddies Days are targeted at children between the ages of
six and twelve who are experiencing unique challenges in their
lives. On a normal Buddies Day, 10 young adult leaders take
10 to 20 kids out for a day of fun and activities. This occurs
once a month and gives the kids a break from their current
circumstances. Both the leaders and the kids have a chance to
just enjoy being kids.
This year, we have had five Buddies Days and some of the more
memorable moments included activities such as blindfolding the
leaders and sending them on a treasure hunt, playing with the
earth ball and the slides at Leanyer Water Park.
In April, our joint Deckchair Fundraiser with the SOS van was the
most successful it has ever been. The film chosen was Slumdog
Millionaire, and the response from the public was phenomenal.
Thanks to Sebastian, Molly, Sharm and Kumi, our volunteers
looked spectacular dressed in traditional Indian clothing as they
welcomed the audience.
The Knockabout Chefs Program headed by David, our resident
cooking guru, provided an excellent Indian meal consisting of
traditional curries, flavoured rice, relishes, raita and papadams.
A big thanks to David, Joel and Joel for their excellent planning,
thriftiness and assistance on the night.
The audience enjoyed themselves all evening as the emotional
pull of an excellent story drew them into the heart of the Mumbai
slums. The crowd numbered over 300 and we raised over $5000.
In May, our Conference assisted with the Vinnies stall at the
Palmerston Festival. We sold funky clothes to young and old
alike. Lynette organised a fashion parade showcasing the
diverse range and styles of clothing available at all our Centres.
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A big thanks to Lynette for organising the day and to all the
volunteers who helped out.
In June, our Conference retreated to Annaburroo Billabong.
The theme of the retreat was, ‘Challenge yourself, challenge
each other, challenge the world.’ We delved deep into ourselves
through the Johari window and explored our Vincentian work
through an informative DVD on mental illness.

Our main work included
events such as the very
exciting Buddies Days,
the Deckchair Cinema
Fundraiser, the Palmerston
Festival, and our Retreat.
We celebrated the Eucharist with our Spiritual Advisor, Fr. John,
and concluded the relaxing weekend with a canoe trip along the
billabong. You could sense the Holy Spirit as we reconnected as
individuals with Christ, and together as a group.
To Margaret, Jacinta, Celina and Fr. John – thank you for
organising and presenting such a well rounded retreat. All
Conference members left feeling refreshed and ready to tackle
new challenges.
One of the founding members of this Conference, Theresa Ngo,
has sadly left us for a career change in Adelaide. It is a great loss
to our group to have somebody so committed leave. However,
we wish Theresa all the best in her new role, and we realise that
what Darwin has lost, Adelaide has gained. Thank you Theresa!

Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart
bernadette o’grady

T

he Alice Springs Conference was re-established 3 March
2009. The Christmas Appeal was launched successfully
beforehand with many volunteers working together to ensure
a happier Christmas for many needy families. Over $2000 was
raised through the parish and Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
(OLSH) College and this money was converted to food vouchers.
22 food hampers were put together from school donations and
12 bags of gifts were distributed to families, thanks to donations
from OLSH Bath Street and the Alice Springs Town Council. The
Apex boys delivered the toys just before Christmas and reported
back that the delighted looks on childrens’ faces made the
experience heart warming and worthwhile.

Week in October. The Conference members will be more
involved in the community by coordinating this project as well as
preparing and serving food.

Fortnightly Conference meetings have been held in the
Presbytery and our thanks to Fathers Jim, Raass and Nicholas
for their spiritual direction and input.

Thank You

The members are all new Vincentians so it has been a learning
experience for all as we find our way. The fellowship and sharing
in the group, followed by supper, has been important as we each
connect with a desire to serve.

Future Directions
2010 should see the Conference more involved with the centre by:
 P
 articipating in the making and serving of food for the van
 Taking an active role in the Families in Friendship
program
 Supporting events in a volunteer capacity
 Serving the parish with visitations.

Our sincerest thanks to Janet Buhagier (CEO) Marg Lambert
(NT President) and Gerry McCormack (NT Vice President) for
leading the way with much support and practical ideas. We are
moving forward. With courage and compassion we can make a
difference.

We decided to incorporate a guest speaker into the meetings
on a monthly basis. Nicole Johnston came and spoke about her
work involving the OLSH Parish Capacity Building concept – the
focus on connecting the Catholic Eastern and Central Arrernte
people with the parish. Christine Grant spoke about her work
with Catholic Care. She explained how this organisation serviced
the community.
The Conference is currently involved in Emergency Relief
Program (ERP) and sorting at the Vinnies Centre, home
visitations of the elderly and administering Communion in the
home for the housebound parishioners.
The imminent launch of the mobile food van based on the
Darwin model has arisen due to the large amount of homeless
people camping in the river bed.
The food van launch is expected to coincide with Anti-Poverty
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Treasurer
Karin Haardt

2008/09 saw a positive and productive year in terms of
generating a healthy income as well as the efficient and effective
use of funds across our works and people in need.

an SOS van in Alice Springs, implementing a ‘Men’s Shed’
program as well as other special programs such as Families in
Friendship in Central Australia.

The Society has worked hard at creating a broad range of
income sources, to ensure we are not dependent on any one
source of funds to carry out the works of the Society. The broad
breakdown of income sources for the 2009 year is as follows:

On behalf of the Society, special thanks go to the Northern
Territory and Federal Governments for the various grants
received; St Vincent de Paul Societies around Australia, as well
as National Council, for their generous financial support. My
thanks also to our corporate sponsors and members of the
community throughout the Northern Territory and Australia for
their kind donations, both financial and in secondhand goods
such as clothing and furniture.

 35% was received from government grants;
 33% was received from sales generated through our
centres;
 18% was received from other income such as grants
from other St Vincent de Paul Societies in Australia;
 10% was received from fundraising works, including
corporate partnerships;
 4% was received from client contributions, including
donations.
As a charitable Society, we continually aim to keep
administration expenses down. We are pleased to note that this
year’s administration costs have represented 14% of income, a
further reduction compared to 15% last year and 18% in 2007.
As part of our financial strategy, a healthy cash balance has
always been a key factor in our ability to respond to the needs
of the Society. Our cash at bank balance, which has been a
targeted accumulation ever since the inception of the Society
here in the Territory, has increased by 19% this year. It is
important to note that whilst we have generated a significant
increase in income compared to last year, we have equally
increased our expenses on the works of the Society and the
people we serve. This is primarily due to a higher demand in
services and the Society’s need to grow as a result.
The Society achieved a surplus of $503,793 which is 4% higher
than last year. I am pleased to report that at least 50% of the
surplus has already been allocated to various projects including
the community housing program, upgrading the centres for the
safety and wellbeing of volunteers and customers, establishing
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While this financial report concentrates on financial figures, we
again thank our volunteers and staff members for their efforts
in 2008/09. These figures would not be so positive without your
hard work, dedication and wonderful ideas.
Sara Henderson’s quote, –“the generosity of your time is the
most valuable gift you can give” certainly holds true.
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St Vincent de Paul Society (NT) Incorporated

Statement of Income and Expenditure
For the year ended 30 June 2009
Note

2009
$

2008
$

4(a)
4(b)
4(c)
4(d)
4(e)

1,280,713
1,203,071
152,345
382,013
672,444

1,150,505
999,814
145,678
180,177
395,277

3,690,586

2,871,451

868,291
499,720
1,368,011

636,180
440,532
1,076,712

2,322,575

1,794,739

632,943
1,185,839
1,818,782

310,413
998,996
1,309,409

3,186,793

2,386,121

503,793

485,330

Income
Government grants
Centres of charity
Client contributions
Fundraising
Other income
Total Income from operating activities
Operating expenses
Centres of charity
Administration

5(a)
5(b)

Total funds available for client services
Society Good Works Expenses
People in need services
Homeless services

5(c)
5(d)

Total expenses
Surplus for the year

The notes on pages 6 to 22 are an integral part of these financial statements.
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St Vincent de Paul Society (NT) Incorporated

Balance Sheet
As at 30 June 2009
Note

2009
$

2008
$

1,739,871
26,988
12,623

1,456,998
20,435
-

1,779,482

1,477,433

6,945,267

6,810,166

Total Non-Current Assets

6,945,267

6,810,166

Total Assets

8,724,749

8,287,599

273,126
58,303

327,248
51,117

331,429

378,365

10,017

29,724

10,017

29,724

341,446

408,089

8,383,303

7,879,510

2,498,902
5,884,401

2,330,152
5,549,358

8,383,303

7,879,510

Current Assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Receivables
Inventory

6
7
8

Total Current Assets
Non-Current Assets
Property, plant and equipment

10

Current Liabilities
Payables
Employee entitlements

9
11

Total Current Liabilities
Non-Current Liabilities
Employee entitlements

11

Total Non-Current Liabilities
Total Liabilities
Net Assets
Equity
Reserves
Accumulated funds

12
13

Total Equity

The notes on pages 6 to 22 are an integral part of these financial statements.
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St Vincent de Paul Society (NT) Inc.
107 Dickward Drive Coconut Grove, 0810, Northern Territory
Phone: (08) 8948 8100 Fax: (08) 8948 2844
Email: admin@svdpnt.org.au
Website: www.vinnies.org.au/nt
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CEO
Janet Buhagiar
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