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THANK YOU!
Thank you once again for your generous
donations and support of Vinnies. Because of
you and your continued belief in our good works
we are able to provide the right hand up to those
in need.
Many of the people who reach out to us
have nowhere else to turn, have hit rock
bottom and are stuck in a cycle of poverty
and homelessness. For more than 20,000
Queenslanders this is their reality.
Take a moment to imagine someone like
Kevin, who found the strength to overcome
his addiction and with your support walks out
into a new life with a safe place to live, food in
the cupboard and furniture all of his own. How,
through this kind support, he can build a new
independent life as part of the wider community.
His story is just one of many, including single
parents living in their cars, those recovering from
a serious injury or trauma, have lost their job or
escaping domestic violence, that can count on
all our help for a roof over their head, programs
and services that help to get them back on their
feet and back into the life they want.
With your help these people are transforming
their lives, giving them the support and confidence
to make the changes for a better life.

MESSAGE FROM
STATE PRESIDENT
ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY QLD
Dear friends
The past year has been difficult for many in our communities, with more people turning to Vinnies for
help. Your support has meant that we could answer those who found the courage to ask for help when
at their most vulnerable.
We have had extreme weather that means some of our neighbours and friends have lost their homes
and even their livelihood. When Cyclone Marcia hit earlier this year, Vinnies was there in the aftermath
with members, volunteers and staff who distributed the basic necessities of food, water and a kind ear
for those struggling. We are proud of our youth members who banded together and hosted a barbeque
to lift the spirits of those who had lost so much.
The Vinnies vest was a familiar sight at the Community Hub. Our Vinnies family worked long hours to
help those who had lost their possessions, the food in their fridge and freezer, and some their livelihood
to connect with the right services and resources.
The weeks that followed were an emotional time for our members, as they visited the homes and saw
the devastation first hand. As they helped people assess the things they needed the most, a fridge,
basic carpet to name a few, we also were there to support through the sadness. Our members sat and
listened as people described how frightening the storm was and the tears they cried when they saw
their home. The place many worked hard to own or rent had windows blown in, muddy, dirty water and
debris covering their worldly possessions.
Slowly and surely they have rebuilt their lives, and the first step in their hour of need was supported
by Vinnies. This embodies the Vinnies family, how you as the donor support our unpaid members
and volunteers so that together no one in our
community is left behind.
But there are still Queenslanders struggling
through drought, with homelessness and
addiction, not unlike Kevin, trauma, illness, loss
of job, family breakdown and those escaping
domestic violence who need our help. Your
support means we can continue providing
emergency relief, programs and services that
transform the lives of people in our communities.
My sincere thanks,

CONTACT US

Marketing and Communications Coordinator
St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland
PO Box 3351, South Brisbane QLD 4101
Tel
Fax
Email
Web

(07) 3010 1000
(07) 3010 1099
communications@svdpqld.org.au
vinnies.org.au/helpnow

To donate call (07) 3010 1026
To volunteer email volunteer@svdpqld.org.au
John Forrest
State President
St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland
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REBUILD

KEVIN’S STORY
The generous donations made to Vinnies by our supporters have provided assistance to thousands
of Queenslanders experiencing homelessness, just like Kevin. After losing his father and some close
friends, Kevin started down a path of helplessness and despair. Kevin was able to start rebuilding his
life with the help of Vinnies. This is his story.

“I FINALLY HIT ROCK BOTTOM AGAIN. I FELT LIKE
I HAD NOBODY TO RELY ON ... I WAS RUNNING
OUT OF RESOURCES AND HAD BURNED SO
MANY BRIDGES.”
When Vinnies members arrived to transport
Kevin to detox, he was a mess. He’d been
drinking heavily again and became agitated on
the way to the detox centre.

“I REALISED: THIS WAS IT! I HAD TO DO IT.”

Kevin is from Bendigo, Victoria. After his father
and five of his close friends passed away, he
moved to Queensland. He struggled to find a
place to live, and began sleeping rough. He had
been using drugs and alcohol for 30 years and
was constantly in and out of jail. Despite several
attempts at detox and rehab, Kevin always
ended up drinking again. He was depressed and
considered suicide.

“I DIDN’T KNOW WHAT TO DO OR WHERE TO GO
FOR HELP.”
He attended the local Community Centre
and was introduced to one of our Vinnies
Homelessness Support Workers, who arranged
temporary accommodation at a caravan park
and supplied him with clothing and toiletries.
Kevin battled with his addiction for some time,
and then his final thread of support was cut. His
sister, who had been providing him with money
from time to time, told Kevin that she would not
help him anymore if he did not attend detox.
Vinnies helped Kevin commence the difficult
journey through detox and rehab.

He spent the next three months working hard
in rehab. Kevin’s case worker told Vinnies she
couldn’t believe the difference in the man who
walked out the door compared to the state he
was in when he arrived.
By the time Kevin left rehab, Vinnies had
arranged a one bedroom unit for him and a
household full of furniture from their warehouse.
Kevin left rehab, signed his new lease and
began to rebuild his life in an affordable and safe
home.

“IT WAS TOUGH COMING OUT OF REHAB AND I
WAS WORRIED ABOUT LAPSING, BUT VINNIES
SUPPORTED ME AND ENCOURAGED ME NOT TO
GIVE UP. I LOVE MY NEW HOME, I’M SETTLED
AND DOING REALLY WELL.”
When Kevin decided he was ready to change,
Vinnies was there to provide him with the
support he needed.
While Kevin’s story has a positive outcome many
do not. Close to 20,000 people in Queensland
face homelessness every night, and Vinnies
relies on your compassion to help these people
rebuild their lives.

> Just $200 can provide a safe place to stay for someone just like Kevin. You can help Vinnies
rebuild the lives of Queenslanders facing homelessness. Visit www.vinnies.org.au/helpnow
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REINVEST

THE BUSINESS OF SLEEPING ROUGH
On 18 June, more than 1200 business,
community and government leaders slept out
across Australia, experiencing for one night what
over 105,000 people face every night. Their
commitment has highlighted homelessness
in Australia and raised vital funds for Vinnies’
homeless services. Their fundraising will not only
provide immediate and emergency assistance,
but pathways to rediscovering a future full of
potential. At the time of press, the total raised
nationally was $6,341,869 thanks to more than
37,300 supporters.

We also witnessed wonderful support in
Townsville with participants bravely facing
a harsh night on the platform of the Old
Queensland Railway Station.
Vinnies is truly grateful for the contribution of this
year’s participants, their supporters, staff and
dedicated sponsors to Vinnies CEO Sleepout
2015. Registrations are already open for 2015,
to get involved please visit
www.ceosleepout.org.au.

RECONNECT

In Queensland, we were proud to host two events
in Brisbane and the inaugural Townsville event,
raising over $860,000. The Brisbane event
hosted a record 203 participants at the iconic
Suncorp Stadium. The event attracted a wide
selection of leaders for across the South East
Queensland including Acting Premier, Jacqui
Tradd, NRMA Insurance Broncos legend, Jharal
Yow Yeh, Seven News Anchor, Bill McDonald,
and Olympian, Shane Heal, who braved the
plummeting mercury to support people in need.

QUEENSLAND’S COMMUNITIES RALLY FOR THE HOMELESS
Vinnies hosted Community Sleepouts for locals to raise vital funds to support people facing
homelessness and awareness of the impact of homelessness for some in their local communities.
The first West Brisbane Sleepout was held at GPS Rugby Club in Ashgrove on 22 June, which raised
almost $30,000 to directly support people pushed to the margins of society. The event welcomed Hon.
Kate Jones MP as the official Ambassador of the night’s proceedings. The evening’s higher fundraiser
was Father Stanley Orji of Jubilee Parish.
On the Sunshine Coast, the Community Sleepout welcomed 90 participants who were able to raise
a record $50,000 that will directly support people facing the impact of disadvantage. Despite the
blustery cold on the evening of 25 June, participants braved the beach by the Maroochydore Surf Club.
Congratulation to the highest fundraising team, Sunshine Coast Business Council.
On the banks of the broadwater in Southport on the Gold Coast, dedicated locals ventured to sleep
rough in the open at The Southport School once again and raised $75,000. Funds raised will be
dedicated to their new Homeless Support Centre to offer a much needed hand-up to locals facing the
uncertainty of not having a safe place to sleep.

> To learn more about how Vinnies Community Sleepouts have supported your local community
or where you can get involved, please visit www.communitysleepout.org.au
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REALISE

A VALUED PLACE IN OUR COMMUNITY
The Reda family arrived in Australia in 2006
from Sudan, where four children were born into
refugee camps. While they were well established
in the community, they struggled to navigate the
complexities of the Australian education system,
and so, turned to the Volunteer Refugee Tutoring
and Community Support (VoRTCS) Program in
2012.

This is only one example of the impact our
VoRTCS volunteers have to empower families to
integrate into their community, fulfill studies and
attain full-time employment. Thanks to a recent
successful grant, Vinnies have been able to
expand their service to refugees in Queensland.
Vinnies are currently seeking Volunteers in
Logan, Ipswich, Townsville and Toowoomba.

VoRTCS is a unique, in-home family tutoring
program for newly settled refugees in the
Brisbane area, assisting both parents and
children within one family.

Volunteers tutor in teams of three or more,
visiting a local family for approximately 90
minutes each week for at least a year or more.
Tutoring sessions focus on practicing reading,
writing and speaking English, sharing community
and cultural knowledge, linking families with
other support services and helping families to
assimilate into their new community.

Each Tuesday evening, volunteers would spend
valuable time with the Reda family, assisting
them with the English language, reading, routine
university and high school work. The VoRTCS
volunteers helped the family to write CVs and
provided career guidance and mentoring to
enable the family to graduate from high school,
progress through University and into full time
careers.
When the Reda family graduated the VoRTCS
Program in November 2013, mother Beza had
gained a full-time position as a hospital cleaner
at a highly regarded Brisbane hospital. Daughter
Dina has commenced her third year of university,
studying International Relations, and with the
help of volunteers, is currently completing a
semester of her course in Washington DC.
Beza’s son, Hani, finished high school at the
end of 2013 and commenced university in the
following year.

The friendships and trust built between
volunteer tutors and VoRTCS families allows
for easy discussion of sensitive matters and
private concerns, building confidence and true
friendships.
* Name changed to protect privacy

> To become a VoRTCS volunteer,
please call: 07 3010 1069 or email
your expression of interest to:
info.vortcs@svdpqld.org.au

page 5

RECOVER

HOPE SHINES AS THE STORM FADES
The Vinnies Cyclone Marcia Recovery
Appeal launched following the devastating
natural disaster. A generous $250,000 from
the Queensland Government kick-started
emergency relief to support the community to
recover.

Vinnies will still be there offering assistance and
friendship: helping people recover, their lives
long after the initial crisis period is over,” he said.

Thanks to an army of close to 300 Vinnies
volunteers and members across Livingston,
Rockhampton and Banana Shires, and
donations, we were able to provide essential
emergency services to 99 households, directly
supporting 160 adults and 172 children. Funds
provided the basics to those most devastated,
including a new fridge for an elderly woman to
store her life-saving medication after the storm
ravaged her home.
State President John Forrest said that Vinnies
was committed to assistance in the long-term
recovery of people affected by the disaster. “We
are on the ground and know our communities.

REPORTING

Vinnies volunteers and staff supporting those
devastated by Cyclone Marcia

AWARD WINNING TRANSPARENCY
The St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland 2013 - 14 Annual
Report and Financial Report was recognised recently with a
prestigious Silver Award at the recent Australasian Reporting
Awards.
This report is a transparent and important review of the
financial year, the good works across the state and the breadth
of programs, services and support that Vinnies provides to
Queenslanders in need. The financial report is reviewed by
an independent auditor and clearly highlights all our donors,
volunteers, government, supporters and wider community how the
generous funds we receive make a difference in the community.

From Vinnies Queensland,
Deborah Nisbett Chief
Financial Officer and
Renee Mansfield, State
Communications Manager.
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During the past financial year, Vinnies Queensland was able to
assist more than 296,000 people in need thanks to the generosity
of our donors and dedicated volunteers and members.

> Contact us to request a copy or visit:

www.vinnies.qld.org.au/annualreportsqld

REINVENT

GOOD WORKS CHAMPIONS IN THE COMMUNITY
It is our pleasure to introduce you to our
dedicated Good Works Ambassadors, Brian
Moore and Tom Houlihan. As a past State
President, Brian is highly recognised as a leader
in the Society and wonderful champion for the
cause in his local community in the Toowoomba
region. Tom has a long history with Catholic
Psychiatric Pastoral Care in Brisbane and of
being directly involved with the Society as his
wife is a Vincentian.

REVITALISE

The Good Works Ambassadors are a new
volunteer role within Vinnies that are charged
with visiting our supporters and recognising their
substantial contribution first hand, together with
offering their communities a better insight as to
how Vinnies makes a direct impact in the lives of
those facing disadvantage.

> To arrange a guest speaking opportunity

or an in home visit with our Good Works
Ambassadors please contact 07 3010 1000
or email: dosomething@svdpqld.org.au.

Brian Moore and Tom Houlihan.

VINNIES TEAM SPIRIT
This August, the Vinnies Team Spirit was
launched. This is an easy, fun and healthy
way to show your support for Vinnies in
your community. If you are a keen runner
or are passionate about the good works of
Vinnies, then Team Spirit is for you, your
running club or your mates at the office.
At the recent Bridge to Brisbane, we
welcomed our first team members, but this
fundraising and supporter option is open to
any running event that suits you.
No matter how large or small the running event you are involved in, we have made it easy to chose
Vinnies Queensland as your charity choice and get in on the fun.
We’ve put together resources to help you, including fact sheets, a supporter kit and an easy to navigate
website with tips for getting race ready.
All the funds raised through Team Spirit will go back into the Vinnies programs that directly support
Queensland communities in need.

> Join Team Spirit and run for Vinnies at an event near you.
To learn more please visit www.teamspirit.gives
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RESTORE

CELEBRATING OUR PEOPLE
The good works of Vinnies in action in your community would not be possible without the dedicated
volunteers who staff our Centres of Charities/Vinnies Shops, provide support in the home or through
our programs, help to build the profile of our organisation and many more vital ways to help rebuild lives
across Queensland. Thank you to the wonderful people who bring our mission to life every day.

“MY MOTHER HAS BEEN
A VINNIES VOLUNTEER
FOR 47 YEARS. IT INSPIRED
ME TO HELP”

“I WANTED TO HELP OTHERS
AND GAIN SOME VERY
INSPIRATIONAL EXPERIENCE”

> IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A VINNIES VOLUNTEER,

PLEASE VISIT WWW.VINIES.ORG.AU AND SELECT GET INVOLVED TO LEARN MORE.
ALTERNATIVELY CALL THE SOCIETY ON 07 3010 1000

“I WANTED TO DO
SOMETHING WORTHWILE”

