fact sheet
People Seeking Asylum affected by recent Federal Government
changes (Final departure Bridging E Visa)
What is happening to those affected by the
Government’s changes?
The Federal Government has made a recent decision to
issue people brought to Australia from offshore detention
for medical reasons with a new visa known as the “final
departure Bridging E Visa”. This essentially means
that under the new visa conditions, income support of
about $200 a fortnight ceased on Monday 28 August
and a three-week deadline to move out of governmentsupported accommodation was also imposed.
This decision is about politics not people. It is
unconscionable to force families to choose between
homelessness or a return to harsh offshore detention
centres. These families are living in our communities and
rebuilding their lives.
People affected by this harsh policy include will include
babies born in Australia, women who have been sexually
assaulted on Nauru, pregnant women and men badly
injured on Manus Island. They have suffered great hardship
at the hands of our Government.
This policy is not only cruel, it is simply impossible. The
Australian Government is closing down the Manus Island
camp and Nauru has no contractor to operate the camp
after 31 October 2017. It is preposterous to suggest that
these people can be deported back to these offshore
camps.
It is clear that the Government has no plan to ensure the
safety of these people. The answer is simple. These men,
women and children must all be allowed to stay in our
communities to continue rebuilding their lives in freedom
and safety.

How many people are likely to be affected by
the Government’s changes?
There are 400 people largely from Iran, Syria, Afghanistan,
and Burma (from the persecuted minority group
Rohingya), and Sri Lanka (Tamils) who are likely to be
affected including:
•	more than 116 children including more than 50 babies
born in Australia;
• 83 single men;
• 14 single women; and
• The rest are adults within a family group.

Why are they in Australia?
All the people affected were detained on Manus and
Nauru, after arriving by boat from 19 July 2013.
They were brought to Australia from Nauru and Manus
Island for medical care, some as the result of attacks, and
more than 20 women who are survivors of sexual assault
or rape.
Many were party to a High Court challenge to Australia’s
offshore processing regime in Nauru. The challenge was
unsuccessful after the government ushered emergency
legislation through both houses of Federal Parliament,
inserting a new section (198AHA) into the Migration Act
providing a blanket authorisation for whatever action the
Commonwealth might need to undertake to support its
regional processing policies.
After the High Court loss, the #LetThemStay campaign
was launched to prevent the Government returning this
group to Manus Island and Nauru. Eventually under public
and institutional pressure, the Government backed down
on its stated desire to deport the entire cohort to Nauru,
and subsequently moved the vast majority of this group
into the community, and they have been living in Australia
since.

What are their conditions in Australia?
Of the group, about 30 people are still held in detention
centres with some of the people having been in detention
for over four years. The rest have been living in the
Australian community where they have been barred from
working but have received accommodation and a reduced
Special Benefit (approximately $200 per fortnight)
for living expenses. In addition, the children have been
attending local schools. Of those living in the community,
there are at least 100 in Victoria; 88 in New South Wales
- 18 affected immediately; 20 in South Australia; 20 in
Western Australia; and 60 in Queensland.

What response will the Society play in
assisting the people affected by these
changes?
The Society is committed to providing assistance to these
people as one of the most marginalised and vulnerable
groups in our community. The Society will use existing
funds to provide financial assistance, accommodation and
case management. Accommodation assistance will most
likely be provided via Amelie Housing or making available
a number of beds in some of our services. The Society
will also leverage its relationships with health providers
to ascertain if these groups may be able to provide
healthcare to this cohort.
In addition, the Society will continue to be active in raising
its voice in the sector and in media for this group and in
opposition to these changes by the Federal Government.
It will also undertake advocacy on government as needed.
We will make it clear that the people affected should have
no fear that they will go without assistance even if the
government has abandoned them to destitution.

