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Welcome to Issue 12 , which is the only
issue of the Overseas Development
Newsletter that has been published this
year. It has been an extremely
productive year, though, as you will see
in the following pages.
On behalf of the NODC, we hope that
each of you and your families have a
very Merry Christmas and a Blessed ,
Safe, Peaceful, Joyful and Hopeful New
Year.

Cambodian
children in the
Assist a
Student
Program
create
Christmas
Cards for
Australia

National Council Office
St Vincent de Paul Society Australia
PO Box 243, Deakin West, ACT 2600.
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Assist a Student Letters
Fiji sent 726 student names to the National Council of Australia to be
supported through the Assist a Student Program in 2014, all of which
have been supported. Donors came from NSW and South Australia.
Here is a letter of Thanks
from a student in Suva.

Cambodia sent 310 student
names to the National
Council of Australia in 2014
and all of these students
have been supported.
Donors came from
Tasmania, Victoria ,
Queensland , South
Australia, NSW and the ACT.
When promoting the Assist a
Student Program in your
State or Territory it is I
important to note and
promote that all states
support all countries and AAS
Certificates will reflect this in
future.
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Points from NODC Meetings in 2014
February 28 - March 3, 2014
The March meetings consisted of a PANASCO Planning Meeting, Twinning
Coordinator’s Workshop, Overseas Chairperson’s Meeting and a NODC Meeting.
The main points to come from these meetings were:

Overview of NODC Policies and Procedures and items to be raised at
PANASCO, with the main item being Twinning Communication and the second
being the 10-15 year policy for surrendering the Twinning partnership.


Unity in Twinning, that is, working as one Australian Team rather than individual
states toward common Twinning goals and sharing skills, ideas and resources
among the Australian Overseas Development Committees.



There was a request for better Training for Regional Twinning Coordinators
utilising workshops and 1/2 day training sessions.



Review of visits and the NODC Visiting Policy due to several issues arising from
visits to Overseas Twins.

August 31, 2014
This meeting was centred around the Twinning Program in PNG and East Timor:

International and National Policies and Procedures state that we must send all
funding from National Council to National Council. The Australian Government
has audited our Policies and Procedures and informed us that we must adhere
to them strictly. Therefore, because there is no National Council in PNG and
East Timor, the Society in Australia cannot continue to work in PNG and East
Timor. The decision includes all Twinning, Projects and AAS. Audits from the
Australian Government will be ongoing and will occur from time to time.


It was recommended that PNG and East Timor be handed back to International
Council General for consideration.



Pakistan has been making good progress with reporting on Twinning funds and
it was proposed that we ask for a further 10 Conferences for Twinning in Pakistan. It was also proposed that we contact Pakistan about recommencing the
Pakistan Literacy Project.



The rest of this meeting consisted of preparation for our PANASCO Presentation
including running through and updating the “Big Picture of Twinning” Powerpoint.

November 28, 2014 - points will be listed in the Issue 13 Newsletter in 2015
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PANASCO 8

Resource and Please Visit: http://www.ssvp.org.my/wordpress/
From the PANASCO 8 Report, SSVP Malaysia:
“312 Vincentians from 30 countries converged at Federal Hotel, KL, on 1 – 5 October, to see how they can respond to the will of God.
These Vincentians came for PANASCO 8 – an assembly of Vincentians from countries in the Asia and Oceanic region. There were 19 priests from various countries
present and a few religious. PANASCO is an acronym for ‘Pan Asian Congress’, and
Malaysia hosted the 8th one, with the theme ‘Thy Will Be Done – A Vincentian Response’.
The objectives of PANASCO are to network with Vincentians, to share mutual experiences, to improve on the nature and quality of SSVP services and to enhance Vincentian cooperation between PANASCO countries.”
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“Session 1 of PANASCO 8 then began. It was on ‘The big picture of twinning’ and
was chaired by Br. John Francis O’Brien, from the National Overseas Development
Council of Australia (NODC).
Twinning is a special work of SSVP where conferences or councils are ‘twinned’ with
other conferences/councils in fraternal union and sharing and to lend support to
them spiritually, morally and financially. This sharing is typically between a conference/council in a well-to-do community (donor country) with a conference or council
in a poor area (recipient country).

The chairperson of NODC, Br. Tony Muir began the presentation with brief explanation of what twinning was all about, while Project Coordinator, Br. Ron Sullivan talked
about projects. Sr. Celina Lai then talked about the ‘Assist A Student’ program, which
is unique to Australia and Sr. Kimberly Watson dealt on the administrative parts.
After the presentation by NODC, two speakers each from the donor country and recipient country shared their stories. Sr. Florence Tan, National Twinning Officer, Singapore and Br. Keith Norton, National Twinning Officer, New Zealand shared on the
donor country, while Sr. Emile Sarmiento, National Twinning Office, Philippines and
Br. Dominic Pinto, National Twinning Officer, India, shared on the recipient countries
perspective.
After the presentation talks, the delegates went into their groups for workshop and
action plan (and subsequently after all sessions presentation).

They were asked to discuss whether a 10-year twinning relationship is okay, how to
improve communication between twinning conferences/councils and on twinning projects, whether the projects are relevant to their communities or if there are any
emerging needs for future projects.”
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PANASCO 8 Twinning Session Outcomes
These are the outcomes that all 30 countries contributed to and agreed upon:
10 Years Policy for Twinning – The decision was made that all Twinned
Conferences should work toward sustainability of their Conferences within a 10 year
time frame at which time they will relinquish their Twinning to a more needy
Conference. Conferences that become self sustaining before this may relinquish
their Twinning earlier. From January 1, 2015 start 10 year policy with 5 year review
for all Twinning partnerships.
Communication – From January 1, 2015 we will begin moving toward sending
Twinning correspondence to one central address and that should be the State
Council address for Australia and the Central Council address for our Overseas
Partners. Australian Twinned Conferences can begin to contact their Twins with their
State Council Address and can ask for the Overseas Central Council address. This
process may take a while, but will begin to eliminate the never ending challenge of
contact and address changes within Conferences. The National Overseas
Administrator will also be forwarding State Council addresses and receiving Central
Council addresses to assist with this process.
Projects – all countries confirmed that projects were very relevant and hopefully a
fter our presentation on types of projects, the correct project procedure and the
correct Project Application Template there will be many more to come through in
2015. Project Allocation Letters for 2015 will go out to our Overseas partners on
Monday, 8 December 2014.
When corresponding with Twins about Twinning, Projects and Assist a Student funds please remember and
convey that the Australian Government now requires us to comply strictly with St Vincent de Paul Society
Overseas Policies and Procedures, as follows:
- RESOLUTION In the light of the forthcoming In Australia legislation, National Council agrees that the only means by which
financial assistance can be provided by the St Vincent de Paul Society in Australia to any beneficiaries
in any other country is strictly limited to the following as approved by the National Council 17th November
2012.
1.

All Twinning and Project funds must go through the Australian National Council to the Overseas
National Council.

2.

All Assist-A-Student funds must go through the Australian National Council to the Overseas
National Council.

3.

The distribution of material aid is not permitted.

(National Council Overseas Development Council Policies and Procedures, Page 9)
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Quarterly Figures for Q1 - Q4, 2014 as to be published in the
National Overview
CURRENT AUSTRALIAN TWINS BY COUNTRY

Bangladesh
Cambodia
Chuuk Islands (formerly East Caroline)
Fiji
India
Indonesia
Kiribati
Myanmar
Pakistan
Philippines
PNG (Q1-Q3, 2014)
Solomon Islands
Sri Lanka
Thailand
Vanuatu

41
24
1
24
1409
276
1
72
9
265
18
1
5
134
9

Total Twinning Partnerships:

2289

Total AUD in Twinning Contributions (for 2014):

$

731,040.00

($80.00 per twin, per quarter)
PROJECTS (for 2014)

Cambodia
India
Thailand

$

1,136.00

$

5,157.00

$

7,000.00

Total AUD in Projects:

$

13,293.00

DISASTER RELIEF
Country

Amount Sent

Philippines

$

22,739.00

Solomon Islands

$

400.00

Total AUD in Disaster Relief:

$

23,139.00

ASSIST A STUDENT (students sponsored in 2014)

Cambodia
Fiji
Myanmar
Indonesia
Sri Lanka
Philippines
PNG
Thailand

310
726
280
1117
611
486
485
415

Total Students Sponsored:

4430
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