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Thank You!
Thank you once again for your generous
donations and support of Vinnies. Because
of your continued belief in us we are able to
provide assistance to those in need.
Please take a moment to view the
infographic shown on page seven that
provides a snapshot of how Vinnies is Here
to Help.
Why We Help shows the shocking statistic
of one in eight Queenslanders living below
the poverty line, while Who We Help shows
that with your support we helped 287,831
Queenslanders in need.
How We Help shows that combating
homelessness is more than supplying a
meal or a night of crisis accommodation. It
is about providing services and programs to
support people along the way.
How We Provide Help shows that we cannot
do this alone - it is our 3000 members,
astounding 5,566 volunteers, and you, our
generous supporters, that makes this all
possible.

THANK YOU!
FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT
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Message from
State President
St Vincent de Paul
Society Qld
John Forrest, Vinnies State President

Dear friends,
Having recently taken up the position of State
President of the St Vincent de Paul Society
in Queensland, following the ending of Brian
Moore’s term of service, I would like to introduce
myself.
I have been an active member of the Society
since 1991. For the past 23 years I have had
the honour of holding various leadership roles
and seeing first hand the diverse range of
good works we have been able to deliver due
to the generosity of the Society’s friends. The
time given by volunteers and the much needed
financial support are the essential ingredients
that enable us to provide ongoing assistance.
Over the next four years I look forward to
sharing Making A Difference with you as we look
at how working together delivers much needed
assistance at a personal level to persons in
need.
Our Spring edition provides insight into how
people’s generosity is put into action. We
recently received a letter from a family we
assisted and are proud to share this with you.
It demonstrates that working together we can
bring about this powerful change in a person’s
life.
We look at the success of the Vinnies Sleepouts
and how a donation provided independence to a
group of people who were able to learn to drive
and gain a driver’s licence.
The spotlight in on Leonie Erbetto who donates
her time to sew quilts and a gift in her will to help
single parents and their children at out Families
Back On Track complex on the Gold coast.
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The scope of the good works the Society
provides, thanks to our donors, is captured in
an infographic we have included.
Your reason for donating is as powerful as
the donation itself. On the back page we have
some of the reasons you have shared with
us, which is heart warming and shows how
together we are focused on helping persons in
need when times are tough.
Your support enables us to continue providing
a hand up, not just a hand out, to people
who are struggling, marginalised or socially
disconnected and for that I sincerely thank you.
John Forrest

Contact us
Marketing and Communications Coordinator
St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland
PO Box 3351, South Brisbane QLD 4101
Tel
Fax
Email
Web

(07) 3010 1000
(07) 3010 1099
communications@svdpqld.org.au
vinnies.org.au

To donate call (07) 3010 1026
To volunteer email volunteer@svdpqld.org.au
ABN 14 211 506 904
* Names changed throughout to protect identities
* Some images are stock images

Inspirational

Thank You
A letter of thanks from a Mum with seven children. Her name and contact details have been removed
to protect her identity.
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Generosity

CEO Sleepout 2014
On Thursday 19 June, 176 CEOs braved the
elements and slept out at The Courier-Mail
Piazza, South Bank, Brisbane for the 5th CEO
Sleepout - in support of Vinnies Homeless
services.
Queensland has the third largest homeless
population in Australia, with 27% being
children. These are just two of the facts that
our CEO’s shared with their supporters as they
raised donations towards their own fundraising
target.
Armed only with a sleeping bag, sheet of
cardboard, beanie and a cup of soup for dinner,
Brisbane’s community and business leaders
banded together to focus attention on the sad
statistics of homelessness and in the process
raised just over $818,000. With more than
19,000 Queenslanders considered homeless
every night, the CEO Sleepout is an education
into how some of our fellow Queenslanders are
doing it tough.

an innovative 12-week university program
designed to help build confidence through
education. Clemente is open to anyone who
has encountered trauma, disadvantage or
social marginalisation in their lives.
The Lord Mayor of Brisbane Graham Quirk,
Ipswich City Mayor Cr Paul Pisasale, and
Redland City Mayor Karen Williams entertained
the crowd by hosting the evening’s auction.
However, the real highlight of the night was
watching a documentary of three remarkable
women who turned their lives around with the
help of Vinnies. The CEOs witnessed how
donations to the St Vincent de Paul Society are
changing lives and giving people a hand up,
not a hand out.
Thank you to everyone who made the night so
successful!

Despite the cold the mood was high. St Vincent
de Paul Society QLD CEO Peter Maher OAM
and State President John Forrest opened the
event, followed by an inspiring discussion with
four students from the Clemente program -

Blessing of Boonah Centre of Charity
& Support Centre
On the 26 June a blessing was held at the Vinnies
Boonah Centre of Charity and Support Centre,
located at 54 High Street, Boonah.
The blessing, performed by Rev Fr Peter
Gablonski, celebrated the wonderful work carried
out by many committed volunteers and supporters.
A cheque for $3,148 was kindly presented to
Vinnies from Jon Krause MP, State Member for
Beaudesert.
Vinnies would also like to thank John Brent and
the Scenic Rim Mayor for their contributions.

page 4

Left to right: Jon Krause, MP for Beaudesert, John
Greatrex, All Saints Conference Boonah President
and Joe De Pasquale, Western Diocesan President.

Vital Services

Two Hands on the Wheel
In 2013, Vinnies received a donation from a
family of brothers. The donation was received
with the proviso that it be used to make a real
difference in someone, or some family’s, life.

study and with a part-time job. He and his
parents combined money to buy a car that
he uses to help drive them and his younger
siblings to appointments and weekend sport.

After careful consideration, the donation was
sent to Townsville where it was found that those
who do not have a drivers licence struggle to
find work as most job vacancies are advertised
as “needing own transport” or “must have a
licence.”

Student 3: A young woman, currently the driver
for her large family. Following in her daughter’s
footsteps, her mother, a widow, is feeling
confident enough now to take lessons herself.

The team in Townsville identified five people
from five families who, having a driver’s
licence, would make the biggest life changing
difference. Lessons were arranged with a
respected driving school, with the student
paying for some of the lessons themselves.
Student 1: A father of a large family, received
his licence and found a job soon after. He is still
in full-time employment.

Community

Student 2: A young man, the eldest of a large
family, received his licence. He is in full-time

Student 4: A young man in a large family with a
widowed mother gained his licence.
Student 5: A young man whose parents had
been killed overseas, received his licence.
The ability to drive has resulted in a change of
confidence, personal dignity and optimism for
the people involved in that their life, as well as
their family and social circle, will get better.
Without the donation from the family of
brothers, this would not have happened.
Thank you for making the difference in the lives
of these people.

Community Sleepout 2014
Business and community leaders in the Sunshine Coast and Gold Coast were invited to rise to
the challenge and experience sleeping rough. The Vinnies Community Sleepouts raised almost
$100,000 to combat homelessness in their local communities.
Thank you to everyone who slept out on the night and those who supported our participants, your
donations will assist many people!

Participants taking part in the Community Sleepout 2014.
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Joy of Giving

A Quiet, Unassuming
Philanthropist
Leonie Erbetto is a quiet unassuming
philanthropist.
As you walk up the stairs into the Families
Back on Track (FBOT) accommodation
facility, you can’t help notice how positive and
welcoming the place feels. To the right is the
homework area where following a play and a
snack period, children sit at the desks and use
computers to complete their study. The back
of the room is designed for pure relaxation and
friendly conversation. Colourful handmade
quilts drape over couches with cushions.
Rooms for meetings and workshops veer off
to the right where single parents take part
in workshops including cooking, budgeting,
averting anger and parenting techniques.
The furnishing of the meeting rooms,
homework and relaxation areas are all thanks
to Leonie who saw the empty space and visited
local furniture stores. While Leonie makes
regular donations to assist Vinnies work, she
also gives her time and her talent.
In fact, Leonie with the help of her neighbour
Shirley Deacon, have provided more more than
100 quilts to FBOT. Every parent and child who
enters FBOT receives a much treasured handmade quilt. Often it’s the first gift they have
received and at times, they all like to snuggle
down under their quilt.

Leonie Erbetto
standing in front
of one of her
wonderful quilts.

Leonie loves making quilts. “It’s great to have
an outlet as you can only have so many quilts
in your house,” Leonie tells us. Her time is also
spent assisting other charities and she is the
secretary for her local church.
Philanthropy is something our world, our
community needs now more than ever. When
asked where her joy of giving and qualities of
kindness come from, Leonie puts it down to
her family. “I was brought up with the values
that if you have more than you need, share it
around. Giving is just what you do.” Leonie said
she could remember her mother volunteering
at the school tuck shop and her father was a
conference member in Indooroopilly. “Vinnies
has always been part of our lives,” she said.
Leonie says that remembering Vinnies in her
Will was another important way of giving.
Vinnies motto “a hand up, not a hand out”
is something Leonie likes. “It is wonderful
that Vinnies gives people who need it an
opportunity to turn their life around,” she said.
While Leonie’s generosity and foresight is
enriching the lives of those less fortunate; her
actions are also enriching her life.

The wonderful Leonie Erbetto and Shirley Deacon
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For information on leaving a gift in your Will or
to receive your free copy of A Personal Record
please contact Sharyn Smith on
sharyn.smith@svdpqld.org.au or 3010 1072.

Opportunity

At a Glimpse
An infographic on how we are helping those in need. Figures from 2012/2013 financial year.

WHY WE HELP

WHO WE HELP

287,831

IN 2012/13 WE HELPED
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St Vincent de Paul Society
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HOW WE HELP

HOW WE PROVIDE HELP
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We’re dedicated to helping those in need. For more information, to make a donation or to
seek assistance, please visit www.vinnies.org.au or call 07 3010 1000
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YOUR REASONS
FOR DONATING.
Your Reasons for Donating are just as
powerful as the financial donations you
make.
Thank you for sharing your reasons with us.
* Names are withheld to protect identity. Letters are
edited for space.

I was educated at St Joseph’s Christian Brothers College in Rockhampton in the 40s where
Vinnies regularly helped those in need. I have never forgotten the compassion and generosity at
that time, and vowed that I would always support their cause as best I am able.

I do realise that many people need help and I consider myself lucky to live in a good retirement
village where residents look out for each other.

I have been very lucky through most of my life, with loving family and a good education and
wonderful husband and sons. Why should I be so fortunate when others have only hard knocks?
It only seems fair and just, to help those in need.
Cut here

Option

1

Cut here

I’d like to make a gift to support the work of Vinnies
$50

$75

$150

$250

$500

Option

Visa

Amex

Diners

MasterCard

Other $
Donations over $2 are tax deductable

2

Please debit my card:

I’d like to join the Helping Hands Club and make a
regular monthly gift of:

Name________________________________________
Name on card if different_________________________
Address______________________________________
Signature_______________________Expiry____/____

$ ________________(minimum of $10)
Please debit my credit card every month until I advise otherwise

Email address_________________________________
I would like a receipt emailed to me, providing your email
address allows us to email your tax receipt to you, minimising
postage costs and paper usage

Please send me information to help me consider including Vinnies in my Will

My cheque or money order is enclosed, crossed ‘Not
Negotiable’ and made payable to St Vincent de Paul Society
Queensland.

Please send me a free copy of A Personal Record

SP14

I have already remembered Vinnies in my Will

