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Spring has Sprung, and so have
the fruits of our Overseas
Development work! This is now
our fourth issue of our OPD
Newsletter, the third one for the
year. With your feedback,
contributions of stories and
photos about your Twins, we are
continually enhancing this
National Newsletter, which
belongs to all in the Society.
The AAS program has had great
promotion across Australia
with many visits to schools;
Tim Heath from Tasmania talks
more on that in this
edition. Whilst the AAS program
has suffered a lack of support of
recent years we are all back on
track to promote this extremely
worthwhile program, and we
hope that you all received and
circulated the AAS Newsletter for
2011 in the Winter edition of the
Record - it is also on the Website.
The Roadshow has continued to
be a success and we (the NOW
group) have just finished one in
Tasmania in early September.
Through our travels to the States
and Territories, we are
continually being inspired by
your passion and dedication to
your Twins. As Vincentian

Conference members we are at
the coal face with the plight of
poverty of our Twins.
“We are continually being inspired by your passion and
dedication to your twins.”

We build relationships with our
Twins in our neighbouring
developing countries and we walk
in solidarity with them, through
prayer, correspondence and
support, knowing that we are all
part of the larger Global
Vincentian Family. This is
reflective of the way the Society
operates, and is unique to the
Society. It is an honour to be able
to share in the burden of their
poverty in such a personal way. A
visit to a Twinned country is a
life changing experience, which
leaves memories forever etched in
our hearts.
One person who has had
substantial experience in visiting
our Twinned countries is David
Butler, the Twinning Officer of
Victoria. In this issue David has
written an article about his
experience of Myanmar. It is a
beautiful and comprehensive
article which I am sure will touch
your hearts.
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PANASCO VII
Update
You have also been hearing a
lot about post-Panasco VII this
year. The Panasco workgroup
continues to meet regularly
and corresponds with Panasco
countries to keep them updated. We are asking you now
to begin to correspond with the
Panasco countries, you may
choose your own Twin country
or a different one. We all need
to show support and
encouragement to our Panasco
countries. In the near 20 years
that Panasco has been taking
place, this is the first time that
a post-Panasco workgroup has
been created, which provides a
great opportunity for all
the resolutions from Panasco
VII to be achieved. Projects
that reflect the Panasco VII
outcomes will also be shortly
circulated for your information. Once again we share with
you some of the Projects that
have been submitted this
quarter. Keep an eye on the
Society website as the Overseas Section is regularly updated!

Ph: 02 6202 1200 Fax: 02 6285 0159
www.vinnies.org.au
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CURRENT PROJECTS
There have been quite a few
projects submitted this quarter
from Thailand. These have
included a Mushroom Plantation
from the isolated conference of
Our Lady of Lourdes from the
Baan Lao Parish, a Coffin Project
from St Anne’s conference from
the Parish of Nakorn Sawan
Province in Bangkok and a Basic
Electricity Project from the
Sacred Heart of Jesus conference
in Chiang Mai, northern Thailand.
In Western Society we do not
give much thought to flipping a
switch to turn on a light, however
electricity opens up a whole new
world to our overseas
conferences.

include manicure/pedicure, hair
science and basic housekeeping in
the community. These types of
basic skills could lead to future
employment in the nearby
resorts.
An Education Aid Project in the
form of new computers,
accessories and furniture has also
been submitted. This project is
through St Mary’s conference in
the remote village of Mevada in
the Central Council of Palai,
India. The application states that
the Reverent Sisters of the school
wish “to improve the facilities of
the school and introduce the latest
technologies to the children.”

In the Philippines, Phase II of a
Feeding Program that began in
2010 has been submitted. This
project is run through the National
Council of the Philippines in
association with Our Lady of the
Abandoned conference, Manila.
A livelihood/education project for
the Visually Impaired has also
been submitted from the
Philippines in the form of a
Massage Clinic in one of the
malls in Quezon City. This
project is run through St Vincent
de Paul Conference, Metro
Manila and the visually impaired
are trained and licenced by the
government to perform
traditional massage to the public.
The objective is to help this
visually impaired group of
masseurs gain a decent and
sustainable income.
Other education projects submitted this quarter have included a
Skills Training Program through
Holy Rosary Parish, New Washington, Aklan in the Philippines.
Some of the skills being learned
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In addition to these very
worthwhile projects, two more
very important Latrine Projects
have been submitted. The first is
for five low cost toilets in the
village of Vadakara, Ernakulam
District in the state of Kerala,
India. They say, “many have
houses, but few have toilets and
this creates health problems for
the occupants and others.”
Twenty latrines are being built
in the remote villages of
Kompong Cham in Cambodia
through St Francis of Assisi
Conference, Kompong Cham.
They plan to build the latrines
and teach villagers how to use
and clean the latrines.

A Very Valuable Partnership
“It is only when we meet our
twins in person that we come
to see and understand the
enormous value and impact
our correspondence has to
our twins.”

Who among us would like to meet
some of the nicest people you
could meet anywhere, people for
whom life is not easy – due to nature’s floods and typhoons, the
daily living in a tropical environment with minimal infrastructure,
limited educational opportunities
and economic difficulties of one
kind or another?

quite distinct from the (several)
adjoining countries it shares its
borders with. Moreover there are
distinct differences throughout the
various regions of Myanmar.
There are cultural differences
also. Decades ago it was envisaged that Yangon (formerly called
Rangoon) would be the regional /
international airline hub in that
part of Asia. Bangkok has now
assumed that role.
Of course Myanmar being situated
in the tropics experiences a monsoon climate, and natural disasters, floods, cyclones, etc. have an
enormous impact not only on people’s lives, their environment but
also their well-being. When disaster strikes the infrastructure to

gracious, hope-filled and most
welcoming.

With all the massive changes that
have occurred in our country over
past decades it is so easy for us to
forget that such dramatic changes
have not occurred everywhere.
Moreover the media in our country (and in a number of other First
World countries) exerts a subtle
but strong inward-focus.

Well, to do so is easy: each Conference which has a twinned conference in Myanmar is able to relate to these good friends by letter,
card, photos or whatever.
To have a twinned conference (or
more than one) in Myanmar
should be seen as a privilege and
an affirmation that the Australian
conference can manage to do their
part even if replies at times may
difficult or not be immediately
forthcoming.
Myanmar (formerly called Burma
in British colonial times) has a
unique identity and character,

provide the necessary emergency
relief just does not exist. As always, it is the poor who suffer the
most. Housing destroyed, livelihood taken from them, disease,
hunger. No Medicare, no Social
Security! ... Lives lost unnecessarily.
Yet through all this I have found
the Vincentians in Myanmar to be
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This pervades our culture, often
without our being aware of it.
The real situations in many countries so often don’t make it to our
newsstands or our news screens.
But when we meet people all this
changes - they are not just names
but REAL people.
(Continued on page 4)

(Continued from page 3)

And for most of us we meet each
other by corresponding with each
other. That’s why our letters, our
cards, our encouragement are vitally important. It is only when we
meet our twins in person that we
come to see and understand the
enormous value and impact that
our correspondence has to our
twins. We also come to understand how vital and important it is
to them to have conferences in
Australia twinned with them.

tives make enormous efforts to get
there, and back! Examples are 24
hours travelling in a canoe, or a
day or more in a country bus, then
a night sitting upright in an overnight bus from Mandalay.
Does this make us a bit more understanding of what our twins
willingly endure? It is from the
National Council that conferences
receive their mail from us – the
letters are personally given to the
conference representatives and
then taken by hand to the respective twinned conferences.
Christians in Myanmar value their
faith, and practise it fervently.
They are but a small minority in a
predominantly Buddhist environment. Churches are full to capacity, congregations attentive and
fervent.

As we know, our approach to
twinning is one of equality and
mutuality. It is easy to compare in
a material sense what we have.
But how many of us think what
we can learn from our twinned
countries – and we do have so
much to learn. We talk of gender
equality and equal opportunity.
Bernadette Trutwein was National
President of the Society in Myanmar over two decades ago!
The Society in Asia is young. To
what extent is this reflected
throughout Australia?
Very few people in Myanmar can
afford to own a car – wages are so
low. The cost of petrol is exorbitant and fuel is been rationed from
time to time. Most people do not
have a phone. Internet access is
not readily available. Even National Council Officers have to go
to an internet cafe. Their access to
their national office is limited to
some hours a week.
National Council meetings are
held in the capital two or three
times a year. But the representa-

pioneers, that it wasn’t always this
way.

Roads are not nearly as good as
what we are accustomed to. Wayside stops are an education, say
goodbye to McDonalds. In general, communication and travel
are difficult. The terrain varies
greatly, too: mountainous areas in
the north to vast river deltas in the
south.
Several languages are used in
Myanmar. English is an extra. Yet
how many of us Australians know
a language other than English?
Where needed the Society in
Myanmar takes the time to translate letters into English so that we
will be able to understand. We are
called to be broad in our understanding, not narrow nor limited.
From time to time in Australia we
hear the comment or complaint:
“Why don’t they...?” Insular
thinking doesn’t help anyone. And
maybe they would do an even better job than us if they had half the
resources and opportunities we
take for granted.
It is so easy for us Aussies nowadays to forget that what we have
today is due in no small degree to
the efforts and sacrifices of our
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But the reality is that many of our
twins are still in that pioneer area.
Life is not easy. Often the basic
necessities of life are non-existent.
Medical care is basic and limited.
Transport and communications
are nothing like what we have
come to expect – yes, expect. Yet
through all their difficulties these
wonderful people are optimistic
and full of hope. They are so welcoming. They really appreciate all
the interest we show, they are
grateful for our making the effort
to write to them. For them receiving a letter means far, far more to
them than if we were to receive
one in the mail. And they are good
at praying, too.
One of the most productive things
we can do for our twins is to offer
friendship, hope and encouragement. And a practical way we can
do this by writing. Our real gift is
a gift of a little of our time, a bit
of ourselves as we block out distractions and focus on our twins
for a few minutes. It is not difficult. It’s a privilege.
From time to time Australian conference members may ask, “What
do we write to our twinned conferences about?”

Whilst the conditions are different, and often markedly so, our
twins often have similar interests
to us, though of course without
many of the trappings of western
society. They too are interested in
family, their Society work and
your conference and the work that
is carried out, and life in general.
Photos are good for sharing if
you can manage them. Some
conferences send cards, or a
simple letter, sometimes
newspaper cuttings (e.g., human
interest articles, or, for example,
news coverage of the bushfires
and the effects it had, or floods, or
drought.)
Some conferences send a calendar
for Christmas time (the Columban
Calendar is especially appreciated). Of course our Vincentian
Spirituality also has a place in
conference correspondence. What
you do is really up to your
initiative and good judgement.
The aim is to affirm, encourage
and also to gain an enhanced
understanding of our twin’s
situations, and what they encounter on a daily basis.
Though it requires some effort the
time-tested approach of writing
letters is still be best; it enables
the letter, etc., to be passed around
amongst the conference members.
Moreover receiving a letter is
personal, and we all know what it
feels like to receive a personal
gift.
What we do for twinning cannot
be underestimated. Twinning
means an enormous amount to our
overseas twins. They continue
through all the difficulties and
obstacles they encounter on a
daily basis, but what continues to
amaze me is that they continue
with so much love, dedication,
optimism and hope for the future.
Twinning is central to the life of
the Society, and I thank all
conferences for your continued

commitment to maintaining the
twinning relationships.
Twinning is a very valuable
partnership. Thank you.
David Butler,
State Twinning Officer Victoria

Assist a Student in Tasmania
For a week in July and a week in
August this year, the Tasmanian
OPDC launched its AAS
promotion throughout Catholic
schools in Northern and Southern
Tasmanian.
Danusia Kaska, the National
Overseas Development Officer
visited Tasmania twice and
presented the AAS program at
each school, with the state OPD
Chair Tim Heath. Arrangements
had been made to visit two
schools each day; our
presentations were shown to
schools in Launceston,
Devonport, Burnie and Hobart.

The schools visited were both
primary and secondary. In some
schools we had around 200 to 250
students from Grades 3-6 in
attendance, other times we had the
whole school of over 300
students. One hour had been
allocated to us for each
presentation which included
question time; however, at some
schools this didn’t allow enough
time to answer all the student’s
inquisitive and thought-provoking
questions.
Here, two students were really
touched by the AAS PowerPoint
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presentation with one grade prep
student wanting to go “busking”
in the local Mall to raise money.
The second student, a young girl,
offered her play lunch money for
contribution towards assisting a
student.
As a direct result of our AAS
presentation, schools that have
Mini-Vinnies conferences are now
very keen to fundraise for the
AAS. In other schools they agreed
to have the whole school do fundraising.
The positive comments received
from school principals, teachers
and students caps off two very
productive and rewarding weeks
for us with our AAS promotion.
Presenting the AAS program
throughout the school system is of
great value, not only does it reach
a far greater audience; it also
gives a real awareness to school
communities about Assist a Student, and also fits in well with the
school curriculum on Social Justice.

Tim Heath
OPDC Tasmania

Quarterly Figures
Please note: any variance is due to National Council contributions being added.

Quarter 3, 2011 Figures per Sponsor Country
Students
Sponsored

Country

Twinning
Transfer

Quarterly
Transfer

Projects

Bangladesh

-

$4240.00

$7115.00

-

Cambodia

-

$1600.00

$10281.00

$7881.00

India

-

$115200.00

$183355.00

$13304.00

Indonesia

-

$23040.00

$28255.00

-

299

$80.00

$280.00

-

-

$5760.00

$11,000.00

-

Philippines

198

$19760.00

$41464.00

$13,280.00

PNG

263

$1040.00

$14965.00

$14425.00

ECI

-

$80.00

$80.00

-

Fiji

70

$1840.00

$1840.00

-

Thailand

374

$10320.00

$34595.00

$18050.00

Vanuatu

33

$720.00

$1745.00

-

1237

$183,680.00

$334,975.00

$66,940.00

Kiribati
Myanmar

TOTAL

Quarter 3, 2011 Figures for OPD per State/Territory
Students
Sponsored

State

Quarterly
Transfer

Projects

ACT

-

$8,160.00

$9,160.00

-

NT

-

$800.00

$1,050.00

-

NSW

288

$73,760.00

$115,993.00

$20,393.00

Qld.

562

$31,440.00

$94,084.00

$23,174.00

-

$11,360.00

$15,340.00

$3,080.00

SA

TOTAL

Twinning
Transfer

Tas

263

$2,800.00

$6,275.00

$2,000.00

Vic

100

$43,840.00

$77,498.00

$12,878.00

WA

24

$9,680.00

$14,980.00

$4,680.00

1237

$181,840.00
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$334,380.00

$66,205.00

