AAS Students in Cambodia take a break for their lunch
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Welcome to the first
Overseas Development
Newsletter for 2012. A big
thank you to everyone who has
contributed to this edition and
please keep those twinning
letters, articles, photos and
points of interest coming.
Also note that if you have any
practical Overseas
Development tips or ideas that
you would like to share among
the states, whether they be
administrative or promotional,
this Newsletter is a good place
to share those items.
As per a recent email
distribution the NOW group
has had a name change from
National Overseas Working
group to the National
Overseas Development
Council or NODC. The NODC
very much looks forward to
working with each of you this
year toward our common goal
of living the Gospel message
by serving Christ in the poor
with love, respect, justice,
hope and joy.



NODC UPDATES
The National Overseas
Development Council held the
year’s first meetings on
Tuesday the 7th and
Wednesday the 8th of
February. The first meeting
day was spent updating
National Overseas
Development Policies and
Procedures, which will be
tabled at the next National
Council meeting in March.

A Vincentian in South
Australia took an extremely
long bus ride each way to get
to the Roadshow and said, “It
was worth every minute of
travel to be here today.”
It doesn’t stop there for the
NODC, though! The Roadshow will head to Victoria in
mid April and the Northern
Territory very soon.

The second day of meetings
covered all other OPD items
and the minutes from that
meeting will be forwarded to
you upon approval.

In this edition:

The National Overseas
Development Council had a
busy end of year with Roadshows, as members of the
team travelled to Canberra in
early November and South
Australia at the end of
November.

Letter from a Twin

The Canberra Goulburn
members, especially in the
coastal regions, found the
Roadshow to be a great source
of information and forum for
communication. The team have
found this to be the response
Nationwide.

National Council Office
St Vincent de Paul Society Australia
PO Box 243, Deakin West, ACT 2600.
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A Look at Projects
In previous years goat and cow
banks have been the main types
of projects received from our
twins, especially in India. More
recently, with the Philippines,
Thailand and Cambodia, projects
have branched out into
agriculture, feeding and
education projects
The most recent projects received
have been those for Computer
Education Centres. These projects
are coming from India and usually

request three computers, along
with all computer set up
equipment, and cost an average of
$1,070.00AUD.
The President of St Theresa of
Child Jesus, Manamadurai in the
Central Council of Sivaganga
says, “ We are giving excellent
coaching in typewriting. The
Trainees of this institute can gain
Government Certificates through
which they can gain employment
opportunities. In modern times
computer education is very
essential and popular.”

Letter from a Twin

Gas prices unexpectedly rise 30
percent in Myanmar, raising
fears of inflation
on other goods
YANGON, Myanmar (AP) -Gas prices unexpectedly rose
more than 30 percent for the new
year in Myanmar and sparked
fears of other goods costing
more as well.
Motorists learned of the increase
at the pump Sunday when prices
increased from 2,500 kyat (3.15
dollars) to 3,350 kyat (4.2 dollars) per Imperial gallon (4.5 liters).
The government made no announcement. But with the fuel
price hike, and a new 40 percent
electricity cost increase announced late last year, people are
concerned about inflation of consumer goods, too.
Myanmar's energy production is
not enough to meet domestic demand, and it imports petrol and
other fuels. The government subsidizes gas prices and rations it
to two Imperial gallons (9 liters)
a day.
An unannounced price hike in
2007 sparked anti-government
protests that led to the "saffron
rebellion." The military government then in power crushed it,
leaving at least 15 dead and
thousands arrested.
The nominally civilian government that took power early last
year has made political changes
that have improved its relationship with citizens.
(This version Corrects conversion of Imperial gallon to liter,
from 4.2 to 4.5. This story is part
of AP's general news and financial services.)
Source: http://
finance.yahoo.com/news/gasprices-rise-30-percent
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Fiji’s Night Shelter
During a period of structural
change within the Society in
Fiji it came to our attention
that an Australian doctor,
who had devoted most of her
life to caring for expectant
women, was considering
retiring and wanted to donate
a considerable sum of money
to a worthy Charity in Fiji.
The Ozanam Night Shelter in
Suva was one project dear to
her heart, but due to the
internal problems within the
Society she had lost faith and
confidence in the members
and she was now looking
beyond the Society to invest
her money.
Tony Muir and John O’Brien
arranged a meeting with the
Doctor and explained to her
that a new National Council
was about to be elected and
that the trouble makers had
been expelled from the
Society. This was the dawn
of a new beginning for the
Society in Fiji.

Current Night Shelter

Land has since been
purchased adjacent to the
existing building and
architects appointed to draft
plans and designs for the new
Night Shelter. There will be
separate wings for male and
female residents, and the old
building will be given a face
lift as part of the Project.

Br Ben that tenders have now
been called for the
construction of the Night
Shelter. Over the last few
years homelessness has been
on the increase in Suva.
We are grateful to Dr Mary
for her extraordinary
generosity, and the faith and
trust she showed in us and to
the members of the Society

Dr Mary was cautiously
optimistic in deciding to
revert back to her original
goal of building a new Night
Shelter for the Society in Fiji.
A new National Council was
duly elected and Dr Mary
attended the Commissioning
Mass for Ben Hazelman the
new National President of
Fiji.

Proposed Night Shelter

The cost is expected to be in
the vicinity of $700,000.
It was very exciting to
receive a copy of the final
drawings and plans prior to
Christmas, and to be told by
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in Fiji who recognised the
need for change and had the
courage and conviction to
carry it out. The Society and
the poor are much the richer
for it.
John O’Brien

New Twin in Solomon Islands
Recently two Wilcannia Forbes Conference members
Frank and Lynne Walsh from Nyngan visited their son,
Fr Greg Walsh in the Solomon Islands, who lives just
out of Honiara, at Holy Name of Mary Seminary.
During their visit they were sometimes overwhelmed
with the poverty and plight of many of the families
living there. The people live with no electricity, no
clean water to their homes. They have to walk to water
supplies in creeks to do their washing.
Whilst there they attended the local Burns Creek
Conference of which Greg is a member and witnessed
the work carried out by the members. The conference
members visit clients in hospitals, prisons
Fr Greg and , mother, Lynne Walsh with Burns Creek Conference members
and people in their own homes. They do
not have any income to help out with food or assist any way financially. Fr Greg worked with the National
Twinning Officer and the National Council of Australia to begin the process of twinning. The Nyngan
Conference in NSW was twinned with the Burns Creek Conference in December 2011 and has already been
able to support a small project. The Nyngan Conference would eventually like to assist them with purchasing
rainwater tanks and will have the seminarians to help with assembly. They would also like to assist with
gardening tools and replace several damaged roofs which are made of sago palms.
Frances Scurfield
Central Council Secretary, Wilcannia Forbes

Assist a Student 2012
In 2011 we noticed a significant decline in donor support for the
Assist a Student Program. Because of this the National Overseas
Development Council had to review last year’s scholarship allocations
and send a lower number of scholarships for the bigger countries. The
scholarship letters went out to the countries early in February
explaining that we are trying to boost the program so that we may
offer greater numbers in 2013.
Promotion is key and in order to better promote the program a few
steps have been taken. One step is that a regular AAS advertisement
with a donor slip attached will be featured in the national publication
of The Record. This publication goes out four times a year. The
Winter edition of The Record will contain the annual AAS Newsletter.
Of course, your own promotion in the States is very important and
AAS Officers should have already received the 2012 promotional
material that they requested.
The National Overseas Administrator and the National Project Officer
will be working on a promotional /instructional AAS presentation for
promotion in the regions. In future a short, smart DVD may be put
together for promotion ‘from the pulpit’.
We believe that, with all of these helpful resources, the Assist a
Student Program will be back on track very soon and we thank you for
your efforts in this matter.
Please enjoy the pictures, drawn by some of the Assist a Student Program
children in Cambodia, on the opposite page.
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Example of the advertisement to be
placed in every edition of The Record

A young student in Cambodia is proud of his pencil
case (top), school lunches for students (middle),
children work on pictures to send to Australia
(bottom).
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Quarter 4, 2011 Figures per Sponsor Country
Students
Sponsored

Country

Twinning
Transfer

Grants

Projects

Bangladesh

-

$4,740.00

$500.00

Cambodia

-

$1,760.00

$600.00

$120.00

India

282

$115,020.00

$35,095.00

$2,672.00

Indonesia

781

$23,120.00

$4,295.00

-

Kiribati

-

$80.00

-

-

Myanmar

-

$5,760.00

$8,450.00

-

Philippines

171

$20,240.00

$7,000.00

$2,245.00

PNG

346

$1,040.00

$400.00

$22,700.00

Fiji

-

$1,840.00

$200.00

-

Thailand

-

$10,320.00

$1,575.00

$3,900.00

Vanuatu

-

$720.00

-

-

Jerusalem

-

-

$7,500.00

-

1580

$184,640.00

$65,615.00

$31,637.00

TOTAL

Quarter 4, 2011 Figures for OPD per State/Territory
Students
Sponsored

State

Twinning
Transfer

Grants

Projects

Canberra
Goulburn

2

$8,160.00

$300.00

-

NT

-

$800.00

$250.00

-

291

$74,560.00

$5,590.00

$8,817.00

54

$31,440.00

$2,500.00

$22,700.00

-

$11,360.00

$1080.00

-

NSW
Qld.
SA
Tas

41

$2,800.00

$275.00

-

Vic

951

$44,000.00

$37,880.00

-

WA

241

$9,680.00

$10,240.00

$120.00

-

$1,840.00

$7,500.00

-

National
Council
TOTAL

1580

$184,640.00
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$65,615.00

$31,637.00

