Issue 8, December 2012
Welcome to the last Overseas
Development Newsletter for the
year and with this newsletter we
send you, your Councils, your
Conferences and your families
warm thoughts and prayers for a
blessed Christmas and
Prosperous New Year.

very muggy evening (to us and
not so much to them), we met
and presented the Roadshow to
the wonderful members up there.

In this edition:

The NODC has had a very busy
finish to 2012. The last NODC
meeting was held on October 4th
and here are a few points from
that meeting:


Discussed at length the
Australian Government’s
requirements on how funds
sent overseas are used and
our Overseas Aid Gift
Deduction Scheme
Application to the ATO.



We will begin to slowly
re-twin with Pakistan, in
Karachi only, at this stage.



Wording change from
Twinning, Projects and AAS
’Officers’ to ’Coordinators’
to line up with the other
SVDP countries.



Overseas AAS and Project
allocations decided for
2013.



Possible new AAS
Certificate to come.

Photo from a Cambodian Christmas Card
received by Kimberly Watson,
December 2012

Oceania Group 4
Coordinator’s Report
Br Doug Walsh, Tony Muir, Ron Sullivan,
John O’Brien and Kimberly Watson at the
Northern Territory Roadshow.

The weekend of 29 November 2 December, at the tranquil and
beautiful Santa Teresa Spirituality
Centre in Ormiston, QLD, our
National President, Tony
Thornton, Tony Muir and
Kimberly Watson attended the
Oceania President’s Training
Program presented by Thomas
Tan, International Territorial Vice
President.

Letters from Twins
Women’s Seminar in
India
Merry Christmas from
Cambodia
Did you know?
Quarterly Statistics for
Q4, 12

There we had the privilege of
meeting delegates from NZ, Fiji,
East Carline Islands, Solomon
Islands, PNG, Vanuatu, Kiribati
and Tonga (twinned with NZ).

In this and future newsletters
bullet points from our NODC
meetings will be incorporated.

Making these connections was
invaluable as we were all able to
share new information between
us.

On Thursday 25 October four
representatives headed to the
Northern Territory where, on a

Witnessing the beautiful
Vincentian spirit in our Oceania
members was very refreshing.

National Council Office
St Vincent de Paul Society Australia
PO Box 243, Deakin West, ACT 2600.
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Oceania Group 4 Coordinator, Keith Norton’s Report
Reps visit to: Vanuatu,
Fiji, Solomon Islands
Saturday the 3rd of December
2011, I travelled to Port Vila
from Auckland New Zealand
and was met at Port Vila
airport by two Vincentians,
Rodolphe Hoke the National
President and Eric Molbaleh
the society legal advisor.
After a brief introduction we
were then travelling to visit a
preschool that the society runs
on the outskirts of Port
Vila ,this is one of many that
the Society is fostering in the
cluster of islands that make up
the country of Vanuatu.
To get there we had to
negotiate some very rough
terrain in a family car.
My two fellow Vincentians
showed me what the society is
endeavouring to achieve with
limited funds, but much
enthusiasm, hoping to foster
the start of good education for
the children of Vanuatu.
The school had a number of
classrooms, most of which
were in need of some repairs
to the roof and amenities, but
what was most noticeable was
that the will to complete these
tasks to make life at this school
more enjoyable was evident
should the funds be found.
My next day in Port Vila I met
and shared lunch with many
Vincentians following Sunday
Mass at the Frederick
Ozanam Centre. Conference
members and their families

made this day a very special
one and the enjoyment of
having a visit from the
Oceania rep also gave the day
a special meaning for them to
show their commitment to St
Vincent de Paul and what the
Society stands for.
Many Conferences were
represented from the main
Island and if this is what a
sample of Vincentian life is I
am sure on the outer islands
much would be the same.
The day was not complete
without visiting a number of
families that Conferences are
assisting ,one in particular was
a family that had lost their
humble home to a fire, then we
visited the graves of clergy and
past Vincentians that had
served the society so well in
the past ,gone but not
forgotten, RIP.
Visit to Fiji:
Next stop was to Fiji and I
travelled to Suva where I met
with the National President, Mr
Ben Hazelman, who took two
days off work to meet with me
and show me just some of the
many challenges he and the
Vincentians of Fiji deal with
each day.
Ben has had an uphill task in
trying to get the Society back
on track after many setbacks
from some Vincentians who
objected to change from some
past failed efforts.
Ben has a strong and
committed sense of values
about the transparent way the
Society should conduct itself
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and its activities, one particular
project is the operation of
Vincent House, a home for the
homeless which the Society
runs.
I also visited many of the
clients that the Society assists,
spoke with clergy that rely on
Ben and his Vincentians, and
was most impressed with the
reception he received on every
visit, they all support his
intentions and commitment to
make something of the society
in Fiji that they can be proud
of.
Behind the Tourist theme of Fiji
is some genuine poverty that
has left me very humbled by
what I witnessed, Ben
deserves much support in what
he is facing and what he and
his council are trying to
achieve.
I also visited Father Law Home
and once again saw how
committed our Suva
Vincentians are tendering to
the disabled and the poor.
Their income is supported by a
clothing shop in Suva which
also is the office of their
National Council and they have
just the basic of office
equipment to run the society.
My trip then took me to Nadi
and Lautoka on the other side
of the island where I met with
two very active Conferences of
mostly women members.
Once again I saw the great
work Conferences are doing in
a compassionate way with the
visiting of very poor and
disabled people.

Most have no power or
running water, but seeing
the delighted look on
their faces when the
Conferences visit I know
long committed
friendships exist
between client and
Vincentians.
So after six days in Fiji, I
have been asked to visit
again when their national
council meet to observe
and comment on some of
the difficult divisions that
have hindered the
society in recent years.
They are doing some
amazing work there and I
am sure President Ben is the
right person to lead the
Society in Fiji, but he needs
support!
Finally the friendship and
support I received in Fiji
matched the hospitality.
They were pleased to host
their Oceania Rep.
Visit to Solomon Islands:
Next stop was to Honiara in
the Solomon Islands.
I was met at the airport by
Father Greg Walsh who was
my host for the next three
days. I stayed at the Holy
Name Seminary which was in
recess because of the
Christmas holidays but I
enjoyed the company of Father
Greg and six other priests who
administer their respective
parishes and also tutor the
students.
The experience of working
alongside these Vincentian
priests was amazing.

Everywhere I visited the visual
signs of St Vincent de Paul
were there the schools,
homes, parishes, my
accommodation, the
Vincentians and their
commitment was contagious.
The Society is very indebted to
father Greg`s lovely ways and
compassion to others in a
country not blessed with
wealth.
He has just returned from
France where he attended a
formation meeting of
Vincentian priests.
I also had the privilege to meet
with many Honiara based
Vincentians and spent the
good part of a day visiting folk
who look forward to the
support they receive.
I was invited to talk about my
experiences as a Vincentian
during the earthquakes in
Christchurch and there was
interest from this group to be
prepared for possible disasters
should they strike the Solomon
Islands.
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The Society in Honiara relies
on the spiritual guidance of the
Vincentian Fathers, but the
effort to helping folk is
measured by being immersed
in the signs of St Vincent de
Paul, the pictures ,churches,
schools, are everywhere to be
seen. Australia is there
twinning partner and has
proudly supported many a
project.
As with the other countries
visited they could do with more
help and what has helped me
on this trip is identifying future
personalities who have much
to offer.
In closing I was most
impressed and humbled by my
acceptance as the Oceania
Rep in the countries I visited
on this trip.
God Bless,
Your faithful servant
Keith Norton

Letter from a Twin
This is a letter from Frederick Ozanam Conference, Malang SRN:
2278 twinned with Our Lady Help of Christians in Farrer, ACT.
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Seminar for Women held by the
Central Council of Vasai, India
Bro. Mathew Machado
President, Vasai CC (India)

The Central Council of Vasai conducted a seminar for women on the 23rd of
September 2012, at St. Francis Xavier church Girij, Vasai at 4 pm. A total of 160
women attended the seminar.
Dr. Ranjana Dhanu, Mrs. Elicita Rodrigues and Fr. Nilesh Tuscano were special
guests. Dr. Dhanu has helped to provide valuable healthcare support by spreading
awareness and education regarding gynaecological problems through documentary
film and presentation. The problems of each and every woman were addressed
personally. All the ladies were happy and satisfied. Mrs. Rodrigues and Fr. Tuscano
also spoke on spirituality and women’s household problems respectively.
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Merry Christmas from Cambodia
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Tips Among the Reps
It is always great to receive tips from the different Overseas Coordinators from the states, whether
Twinning, Projects or Assist a Student. Here is a tip from the AAS Coordinator in South Australia:
“I recently received a AAS PowerPoint presentation from Tim Hearn and I forwarded it on to Our local College. They sent 4 or 5 sheets of this to each class and they have recently forwarded to us an amount to
sponsor 12 students. We are so pleased that they were able to view these images and see just what AAS
means.
God Bless and many thanks to yourself and to Tim.
Babs Snook”
Thanks, Babs! Overseas Coordinators we look forward to hearing more from you with your tips in 2013.

Twinning Prayer Example
While there is not an official Twinning Prayer, many states have created very good
one’s and here is an example from NSW:
“In the Gospels Our Lord says: I have come
that they may have life and have it to the full.
We pray that developing nations
achieve a just share of the world’s food and resources.
May they promote the dignity of their people,
lost through colonisation and exploitation.
May we work with them in love, respect, hope
and joy, shaping a more just and compassionate world.
This we ask in Jesus’ name.
Amen”

Did you know?
Victorian OPDC Twinning Coordinator, David Butler, suggested that we add this section called “Did you
know?” In this section we will add facts about the Society in our twinned countries and in this Issue we will
look at Thailand:


The Twinning Coordinator in Thailand is Br Joseph Charoon



The Society in Thailand has an Archdiocesan Council in Bangkok and Tharae and 8 Diocesan
Councils.



The Archdiocese of Tharae has 13 Conferences



Thailand has a new website, check it out: www.SSVP-thailand.org and please be patient as
the website is a work in progress.
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Quarter 4, 2012 Figures per Sponsor Country
Students
Sponsored

Country

Twinning
Transfer

Grants

Projects

Bangladesh

-

$3,280.00

$400.00

-

Cambodia

-

$1,840.00

$600.00

$11,641.67

East Caroline
Island

-

$80.00

$100.00

-

India

-

$115,120.00

$29,230.00

$6,656.00

464

$23,120.00

$1,900.00

-

$80.00

-

-

Indonesia
Kiribati
Myanmar

-

$5,760.00

$4,500.00

-

Pakistan

-

$480.00

$200.00

-

556

$21,520.00

$5,700.00

$3,404.00

3

$1,520.00

-

$4,700.00

274

$1,840.00

-

-

Solomon Isl.

-

$80.00

-

-

Thailand

-

$10,480.00

$500.00

-

Vanuatu

-

$720.00

-

-

Jerusalem

-

-

$7,500.00

-

1297

$185,920.00

$50,630.00

$26 ,401.67

Philippines
PNG
Fiji

TOTAL

Quarter 4, 2012 Figures for OPD per State/Territory
Students
Sponsored

State
Canberra
Goulburn

Grants

Projects

$8,160.00

-

-

NT

240

$800.00

-

-

NSW

222

$74,560.00

$10,780.00

$3,652.00

30

$32,080.00

-

$5,466.00

SA

-

$11,360.00

-

-

Tas

3

$2,800.00

-

-

Vic

581

$45,520.00

$31,250.00

$7,447.00

WA

191

$9,840.00

$1,100.00

$9,836.67

$800.00

$7500.00

-

Qld.

National
Council
TOTAL

30

Twinning
Transfer

1297

$185,920.00
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$50,630.00

$26,401.67

