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Welcome to your third Overseas
Development Newsletter for 2012.
We have had so many contributions from
you this time that there is no more room
for the ‘Welcome’ we must go ahead and
get right into it, so let’s begin with:

Eric’s Story, Assist a Student
On February 17, 2006 1000 villagers died in
a tragic landslide in the village of Guinsaugon
in Leyte, the Philippines. Eric Danduan
(pictured right) lost his mother and five
brothers.
In August 2006 Br Doug and John O’Brien
visited the affected area and met Eric. They
were so touched by his story, and that of the
other children, that upon returning to
Australia they put forward a case to the
Victorian Overseas Committee to help fund
education for these children. The Casey
Young Vinnies have come on board in recent
times and have held a number of fund raisers
with the proceeds going to the Leyte
education program.
In a recent email to John O’Brien, Eric writes,
“Good news to you and to the whole
Vincentian family there in Australia, I finished
already my degree course (Bachelor of
Science in Hotel and Restaurant Manager)
last march this year and I'm very happy that I
successfully done in my studies.
National Council Office
St Vincent de Paul Society Australia
PO Box 243, Deakin West, ACT 2600.
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I thank you and to the family to this gift for
me, I would always thanks forever to the
help, support and prayer that you've given
me, without you I don’t know where I am
now.
Until now I am trying seeking a job abroad
that will fit my selected course with less
experienced needed (fresh graduate like
me). Please help me praying that I could
find a job so that I can help my family and
to others.
Please take good care always..
Once again, thank you very much..
May the Lord bless you and to your family
always..I love you
Eric S. Danduan
Guinsaugon SSVP scholar Philippines

Ph: 02 6202 1200 Fax: 02 6285 0159
www.vinnies.org.au

Indian Encounter
Infectious smiles, garlands
of flowers, showers of
marigolds, drummers,
processions, dancers,
children waited to perform,
marks placed on
foreheads and generous
hospitality are images I
hold of visiting India.

The opportunity to travel
there was recently offered
to seven New South
Wales Vincentians. Their
work within the Society
varied from running youth
camps, sorting and pricing
clothes, working in
schools, social justice
programs and home
visitations. It was offered
as an encounter to see
some of the works being
done by the Society in
India. From Mumbai to
Hyderabad, through Eluru
and Balasore we travelled
with members of the
National Council and local
Vincentians. We saw
works supported by the
Indian Society and by
Australian Conferences in

both urban and rural
communities.
To see the poor and the
disadvantaged was one of
my expectations but we
saw so much more.
Cranes planted on the
tops of high rise buildings
working to recreate cities,
exclusive shopping
centres,

ornate movie theatres,
expensive real estate,
roads crammed with
traffic, day labourers
waiting to be employed
and slums all witnessed to
the fact that India has a
wealthy elite, a growing
middle class and a large
number of poor who
continue to need
assistance.
Young priests and
crowded church welcomed
us and provided a strong
witness to their faith and
love of Christ. The work
being done by conference
members provided a living
example of faith in action.
Strength and energy were
evident within the communities.
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NSW supports nearly one
thousand Conferences in
India. Money is sent
regularly to twinned
Conferences and in return
we ask them to
communicate and keep us
in their prayers.
With this money Indian
Vincentians help to feed
and clothe those in their
local community who have
few resources and are
most in need. Widows,
orphans, the aged,
handicapped and the sick
continue to be the centre
of their work. It would be
easy to be overwhelmed
by this task.
Our group helped in the
distribution of goods and
listened to the stories of
the communities we
visited. Some spoke of the
high rate of suicide among
farmers crippled with debt
from loans they couldn’t
repay after crops had
failed. Others were in
need of assistance after
repeated flooding. For day
labourers when crops
failed there was little
prospect of work in the
short term. Their needs
continue to be great and
ongoing.
But hope for the future
was always evident. The
Society is optimistic that
change is possible and our

small shops,
sewing
machine and
buffalo
projects that
were making
a difference
to the lives of
individuals
and families.
assistance does help to
break the cycle of poverty.
Society members
expressed great
appreciation for funds sent
to support the education of
children and were keen to
expand this area of
assistance. Australian
Vincentians give money
through the Assist A
Student program which
provides families with
money for school fees,
uniforms and books. The
schools we visited were
full to overflowing with
children. Classes of 50
students or more were
crammed into overloaded
rooms. Some schools
catered for two different
groups of students in the
same day. Education was
highly valued and
supported in all the
communities we visited.
Micro bank programs are
another way of supporting
people out of poverty.
Australian Conferences
regularly support projects
that provide small loans to
people in need. We saw

Projects help to give
people a start. They
provide goods that are
repaid at affordable rates
of interest. Sewing
machines cost about $100
Australian. Recipients are
asked to repay the
machines at $2.50 a
month if they can. Most
are able to do this. This
money is then used to
support new projects in
other Conferences.
Projects become
self-sustaining.
It is the women who have
usually benefited most
from these opportunities
but it was the story of a
man who has been in a
wheelchair for
twenty five years
as a result of a
work accident
that sticks in my
mind. The Society
originally assisted
him in setting up
a telephone shop
where people could come
and make their calls. With
the widespread adoption
of cheap mobile phones
throughout India he
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became very depressed
as he lost business.
He was financed again by
the Society to open
another shop selling
grocery items. On both
occasions he was able to
repay the loan and support
himself and his mother.
Would a large bank have
risked giving him a loan?
At what rate of interest?
When I reflect on the
images I remember of
smiles, flowers, dancers
and generous hospitality, I
see them as signs of great
faith in the message of
Christ, of hope for a better
future and love which is
already present within the
Indian community. As we
travelled we saw that our
donations had been
responsible for change
and that change has
bought Hope for a better
future. What better gift is
there to offer someone in
need?

Mike Reynolds
Chair
NSW OPDC

Twinning Correspondence
Twinning correspondence has been one of our biggest challenges. The National
Council of Australia works tirelessly with the various Overseas National Councils to
ensure that conference addresses are correct and Conferences are active.
While there are many reasons why our twins may not correspond we would like to
share with you the following excerpt from a recent email from the National Council of
India:
“Today I spoke to Bro. Tapan Kumar Digal the president of Bhubanewar CC and he told me that
the above conference is a very poor conference working in very poor conditions where there is a lot
of strife and danger to life. Moreover the Conference is situated in a Maoist area and also in
Khandamal District where a couple of years ago there was a lot of massacre.
He told me that to work as a Vincentian in this place is a tremendous challenge in it self and we
have to support them in all adversity.
Regarding the postal address of the Conference it appears to be correct. However as this
Conference is situated in a remote and far-flung area of our country and taking in to consideration
that postal services in this places of our country are not at all efficient, I for one I am not surprised
to note that your Australian twin is not receiving any correspondence. In the meantime I am
conducting an investigation into this during our AGM to be held in September 2012 and will advise
you there after.”

Over the last month we have been receiving very good replies to Status Checks from
the National Councils in India, Indonesia and the Philippines and our twins are also
discovering the convenience and efficiency of email:
“From: vijayakumar pc
Sent: Saturday, 19 May 2012 8:17 PM
Subject: St. Joseph Conference
Dear Sir,
I have received your letter and I thank for your prayer and loving letter. Our Conference received twinnage
and special grant from you on last month. As you know that our conference is situated in a remote village
known as Manaluvila and your financial aid is very much helpful for us to work in the midst of the Poor
people....One again I take this opportunity to thank you all for your prayers and financial helps giving to our
conference.
Yours faithfully
Advocate P.C. Vijayakumar
St. Joseph Conference
Manaluvila
Trivandrum
Kerala, India 695123”
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Visit from the National President of Myanmar Part 2
Dr Raymond Wong,
National President of
Myanmar, was in Australia
in April and was invited to
meet with some of the
OPD team in Victoria.
There were quite a few
topics discussed during
the meeting and this is
part two of what was
covered and a
continuation of the article
in Edition 6.

In rural areas AAS funds
have to be distributed
evenly to students, but in
the towns it is very
different. In towns the
Society knows who is in
need.
Also Conferences can
support students at
university level (beyond
10th grade) but each
conference is limited to
supporting 2 students (for
this level).
All Catholic schools in
Myanmar were
confiscated and
nationalised in 1962.

From Left to Right: John O’Brien,
Br Doug Walsh, Marie O’Brien,
Dr Raymond Wong, David Butler

AAS
The Society in Myanmar
has approx. 500 requests
for assistance.
The AAS funds received
are divided / distributed to
the 170 Conferences.
In June, at the start of the
new school year, each
Conference receives
approx $US100 (though
this is not sufficient to
meet needs).
In October Australia would
like to have an
understanding of the
number of AAS assistance
that Myanmar will be
requesting.

Government schools are
theoretically free but
students have to pay for
school books, etc.
Offer of Training
The resources of our
Formation and Training
materials (including DVDs)
were offered. Use of these
in other countries has
proven beneficial –
improvements as a result
of understanding the roles
and responsibilities.
The first official language
of Myanmar is Burmese;
second official language is
English. However many
Presidents are not fluent in
English. Raymond can
convey contents of this
material in the local
language.
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Br Raymond wants to
bring quality, not just
quantity.
General.
The Society makes visits
to refugee camps.
Some Conferences offer
short-term (4 – 5 months)
microcredit to farmers.
The funds are then
re-used (revolving) for
others. Interest is at 2 –
2.5% per month (this
avoids loan sharks who
charge 10 – 12% per
month).
The Society in Myanmar
does not have a fund for
emergencies.

Tips Among the Reps
Here are some tips for Corresponding to Overseas Twins used by the Wollongong
Diocese:
a) At least two letters should be sent to twins per year, plus a card at Christmas and Easter.
b) If correspondence is not responded to after two or three efforts report your concerns to
the Overseas Partnership Committee at State Council via your Regional or Central Council
Twinning Coordinator.
c) Do not let the pause in correspondence slide into indifference or oblivion.
d) Always read out correspondence from a twin at a conference meeting.
d) Refrain from any references to the political situation in any country and be careful with
any reference to financial grants.
e) If possible, avoid putting stamps on your letters overseas. It is prudent to have the
envelope franked to avoid theft for the value of the stamps.

Administrator’s Corner
Hello State and Territory Overseas Administrators!
This is a friendly reminder about formatting and the remittance spreadsheets.
Please remember the following:
1.

ALL blanks need to have “N/A” in them

2.

List the quarter as “Q3 12” NOT “Q3 2012”

3.

Check that country spelling is correct, “Philippines” not “Phillipines”

4.

Remove all comments and notes

Making sure that you take these simple steps to format the spreadsheets correctly
will save a tremendous amount of time and help to make the remittance process to
our overseas Conferences much more efficient.
Thanks so much,
Kimberly Watson, National Administrator for Overseas Development
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Quarter 2, 2012 Figures per Sponsor Country
Students
Sponsored

Country
Bangladesh

Twinning
Transfer

Grants

Projects

-

$4,320.00

$795.00

-

Cambodia

100

$1,840.00

$895.00

$1,491.00

India

900

$115,520.00

$41,535.00

$32,251.00

Indonesia

-

$23,280.00

$5,240.00

-

Kiribati

-

$80.00

-

-

Myanmar

-

$5,760.00

$9,485.00

-

Philippines

395

$20,640.00

$11,730.00

$12,500.00

PNG

311

$1,360.00

$300.00

$4,700.00

Fiji

286

$1,840.00

$200.00

-

Solomon Isl.

-

$80.00

-

-

Thailand

-

$10,480.00

$3,325.00

-

Vanuatu

38

$720.00

$100.00

-

Jerusalem

-

-

$7500.00

-

ECI

-

$80.00

$100.00

$186,000.00

$81,205.00

TOTAL

$50,942.00

Quarter 2, 2012 Figures for OPD per State/Territory
Students
Sponsored

State

Twinning
Transfer

Grants

Projects

Canberra
Goulburn

6

$8,160.00

$1,400.00

NT

-

$800.00

$250.00

-

NSW

521

$74,960.00

$5,740.00

$18,142.00

Qld.

618

$31,840.00

$2,300.00

$12,567.00

SA

299

$11,360.00

$3,190.00

$1,149.00

Tas

311

$2,800.00

$275.00

$1,149.00

Vic

229

$44,560.00

$54,630.00

$5,655.00

WA

46

$9,680.00

$5,920.00

$12,280.00

-

$1,840.00

$7,500.00

National
Council
TOTAL

2030

$186,000.00
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$81,205.00

$50,942.00

Quarter 3, 2012 Figures per Sponsor Country
Students
Sponsored

Country

Twinning
Transfer

Grants

Projects

Bangladesh

-

$4,320.00

$1,950.00

-

Cambodia

-

$1,840.00

$600.00

$360.00

ECI

-

$80.00

-

-

India

-

$115,040.00

$30,760.00

$11,663.00

Indonesia

-

$23,100.00

$10,525.00

-

Kiribati

-

$80.00

-

-

Myanmar

-

$5,760.00

$2,990.00

-

485

$20,640.00

$5,810.00

-

20

$1,360.00

$1,675.00

$17,775.00

Pakistan

-

-

-

$101,657.20

Fiji

-

$1,840.00

$1,800.00

-

Solomon Isl.

-

$80.00

$200.00

-

Thailand

-

$10,580.00

$3,325.00

-

Vanuatu

-

$720.00

$550.00

-

Jerusalem

-

-

$7,500.00

-

505

$185,440.00

$67,685.00

$131,455.20

Philippines
PNG

TOTAL

Quarter 3, 2012 Figures for OPD per State/Territory
Students
Sponsored

State

Twinning
Transfer

Grants

Projects

Canberra
Goulburn

-

$8,160.00

$1,600.00

NT

-

$800.00

$250.00

52

$74,320.00

$19,600.00

$3,830.00

391

$31,840.00

$32,890.00

$24,022.00

-

$11,360.00

$1,200.00

-

NSW
Qld.
SA

-

Tas

20

$2,800.00

$275.00

-

Vic

42

$44,560.00

$4,250.00

$103,243.20

WA

-

$9,760.00

$120.00

$360.00

National
Council

-

$1,840.00

$7,500.00

-

TOTAL

505

$185,440.00
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$67,685.00

$131,455.20

