Rev. Dr. Selvister Ponnumuthan, Bishop of Punalar (Rt) and Rev. Fr.
Biju Xaviour, Parish Vicar and Spiritual Advisor (Lt) from St
Antony’s Conference Yeroor, India implementing Project 758 (story
below).
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Welcome to the second
Overseas Development
Newsletter for 2012. Thank
you so much to all of the
Overseas Representatives
and Administrators who have
been so diligent in sending
through great items for this
newsletter. You truly are
making it your own and this
was the whole objective.
In this edition there are two
new sections called “Tips
Among the Reps” and
“Administrator’s Corner”
where the State/Territory
Overseas Representatives
and Administrators can share
great promotion ideas and
helpful tips to make

supporting our overseas
twins and each other a bit
easier.

In this edition:

A few notes from the
National Overseas
Development Council
(NODC) that Policies and
Procedures were accepted at
the March National Council
meeting and forwarded to all
State and Territory Overseas
Representatives via email on
Tuesday, 27 March 2012.

Feature - Visit from
Myanmar National
President

Reports from NODC
meetings in late 2011 and
February 2012 will be distributed in the next month
and the next NODC meeting
will be held on Thursday, 7
June 2012.

A Look at Projects
In April 2011 the National Council
received Project 758 from the National
Council of India. This project was from St
Antony’s Conference, Yeroor in the Central
Council of Punalur, State of Kerala, India.
Project 758 was in the amount of
$855.00AUD and there were 10 ladies who
received 1 sewing machine each to help
start their own sewing business.
National Council Office
St Vincent de Paul Society Australia
PO Box 243, Deakin West, ACT 2600.

Fundraising in NSW for
AAS
Letter from a Twin
Tips Among the Reps
Administrator’s Corner
Quarterly Statistics for
Q1, 12

This project was paid by the twinned
Australian conference in August 2011 (Q3
11 Remittance), received by the twinned
Indian conference at their quarterly
meeting in December 2011 and a project
completion
report was
received at
the National
Council
Office in
April 2012.
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Visit from the National President of Myanmar
Dr Raymond Wong, National
President of Myanmar, was in
Australia last month for a
Doctor’s Reunion and wanted
to take time to meet with some
of our team while he was here.
Dr Wong was invited to meet
with some of the team in
Victoria, in particular Twinning
Officer David Butler, who
works closely with Myanmar
and twinning. The meeting was
held at the Box Hill Office on
Thursday, 19 April 2012.
There were quite a few topics
discussed during the meeting
and this is part one of two of
what was covered. The second
half will be featured in
Edition 7.
Facts
-There are 170 conferences in
Myanmar at present. An
additional 20 – 30 will be
formed this year.
-All the Bishops are very
interested in the Society’s work
and are very encouraging.

-

From Left to Right: John O’Brien, Br Doug Walsh, Marie O’Brien,
Dr Raymond Wong, David Butler

The Society operates in the
Church community.
-Conference size: in towns
about 15 people; in villages 30
– 40 people – all the people
join in.
-Br Raymond is 1 year into his
3 year appointment as National
President.
Funds

-Raymond tries to visit each
area once a year.

Currently funds are received, in
full, via Hong Kong and the
Bishops’ Conference (about 5
months). Hopefully direct
transfer will be possible later
this year; however until such
time current arrangements
remain in place.

-Currently Myanmar has 64
twins, all twinned with
Australia.

Christianity

-Most of the conferences are
being formed in the rural hilly
areas.

-There are 7 Regional Councils.
-The Society is not recognised
by the Government; it is not an
NGO. The Government see it
as a Christian organization.
-To be recognised as an NGO it
is necessary to follow the
Government rules.

Society members visit the
villages and see the main
problems. They are there when
other (organisations) have left.
Administration
National Council works out of
a small office on Church
property in Yangon.
The need / usefulness of a
laptop was discussed.
Accessories, internet access
and related issues were
mentioned.
Electricity fails, hence battery
backup is needed.
A laptop is also useful on
conference visitation.
A project may be raised for
this.
Projects

Christianity is growing,
especially in rural areas.
Religious orders are very
active.
There are many seminaries.
3% - 4% of the population are
Catholic. 7% - 8% of the whole
country is Christian.
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Raymond presented a list of
projects, approved, for
on-forwarding to the Australian
National Projects Officer.
National President of Myanmar
requires that the projects
submitted be sustainable.

Bunnings Belrose BBQ
On Sunday 13 November 2011 Chatswood Region organized a Bunnings BBQ at Belrose, NSW.
Bert Schaafsma from the Pymble Conference wished to raise funds for the Assist a Student Program.
Barry Finch and Siva Markandu of Forestville Conference ensured that sausages, onions and bread
were in plentiful supply. Burt also had the wonderful assistance of six members of the Youth Team.
The BBQ was a great success.
The Assist a Student Program reflects our Mission
Statement to encourage people to take control of their
own destiny, respect people’s dignity and provide hope
for the future.
Poverty is a vicious cycle. In many Asian Pacific
countries poverty means talented individuals lack
opportunities. The Assist a Student gives us as
individuals the privilege of assisting a student with
training and an education. This can have a major benefit
for many in that community.
This Assist a Student program costs $70 for a year’s
assistance for an overseas student. It would be wonderful to undertake this annually. This is a way
that we as individuals or a School Class group can make a difference.
The important work of the BBQ team that Sunday gathered $1890.00 for the Assist a Student
Program. This enabled 27 scholarships at $70 each to be allocated.
You may wish to contact Lily Basdeo at our Diocesan Office on 9415 1492 or
lily.basdeo@vinnies.org.au for further details on the Assist a Student Program or on the Bunnings’
fundraiser involvement.

Mini Vinnies AAS Fundraiser
On 23rd September 2011 the Holy Family School in Parkes, NSW held a St Vincent de Paul
Feast Day liturgy at which the fifty-five Mini Vinnies received certificates. Local Conference
members and Central Council office staff were invited to join in the celebrations. Following
these celebrations the fifty-five Holy Family Mini Vinnies held a fundraising carnival. They
had lollies, ice creams, decorated cup cakes and white elephant stalls, guessing competitions
and fun events and raised over $1161.00, which will all go to the AAS program and will assist
16 overseas students. The Mini Vinnies have a very dedicated teacher in Chris Kupkee and
are very well supported by the local Parkes Conferences who have welcomed the Mini
Vinnies to their Centre on several occasions.
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Letter from a Twin
Serikat Santo Vinsensius (SSV)
Conference Ratu Damai Purworejo ( Ratu Damai Conference
Purworejo)
Alamat (Address) : Jl. Trisula Purworejo Donomulyo-Malang
Selatan 65167
Indonesia
17 March 2012
Mr. A & A Rice
1 Low Place
Pearce ACT 2607
Canberra-Australia
Greetings in Peace of Christ.
We, members of Ratu Damai Conference in Malang, Indonesia
would like to inform you that we are well and we hope that you and
all brothers and sisters in Canberra, Australia are also in good
health.
Thank you very much for your letter and all of us are very pleased
to receive your letter. We received your letter on 2nd December
2011. We apologised for the late reply.
Our Conference, “Ratu Damai” Purworejo, Malang has a new
President, his name is Mr Supadi Petrus and our Conference’s
Secretary is Mrs Yuseva Luwarsih. Our Conference has 7 active
members; we have adopted 7 children from kindergarten, 10
students from Secondary School and 1 student from High School as
our clients.
Our Conference meets twice a month, second Tuesday of the
month and fourth Tuesday of the month. We ask you and your
Conference members in Australia to remember and pray for us, so
we can do our work in the name of the Lord and our clients.
This is the news from us, and once again we apologise for the late
reply.
Yours sincerely,
Supadi Petrus
President

Yuseva Luwarsih
Secretary
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Tips Among the Reps
In Devonport, Tasmania the Overseas Development Team are holding a Twinning Awareness/Information Day on
Saturday, 19 May 2012. Here is a description of the event from the Tasmanian Overseas Development Chairperson,
Tim Heath:
“We intend to hold these days in each of our regions . On our flyer we have invited Parishioners, Conference Members,
Staff, Volunteers and anyone with an interest in Overseas Development. The program will run for 2 hours which will
include question & answer time plus lunch.
We have decided to use the“ Road Show” powerpoint, as the content has everything we need, plus Br. Doug’s(2007)
AAS, PNG presentation. I have also added Tasmanian facts & figures on Twinning & AAS. By holding these Twinning
Awareness days in Tasmania we believe that Overseas Development will have a much higher profile.
The program on the day will run as follows:
Opening Payer(power- point)
Power-point presentations will be shown on Projects, Disasters, and Twinning.
The roles and responsibilities of Conference and Regional Twinning Officers will be discussed. The correct producers Twinning Officers should adopt in these roles.
Assist a Student Power- point presentation on how Tasmanian funds are helping PNG students.
Closing Prayer (power -point)”

What a valuable event this is going to be. Thank you, Tim, and the Tasmania Team for sharing this with us and we
hope the first one goes very well!

Administrator’s Corner
Hello Twinning Officers!
When you receive correspondence from your Overseas Twin notifying you of a change of contact information, please forward an email through your State’s Overseas Admin to me like this one:
Hi Kim,
As per our Geelong Twinning Officer, we have a new contact and address for SRN16952.
St. Bernard's, Belmont is twinned with St. Mary's Conference, Pangarappilly, Kerala.
Our new contact there is

Rosamma Manuel, President (St. Mary's Unit) Kumbuckal House,
Pangarappilly Post, Thrissur - 680586, Kerala - India .

Thanks

With kind regards,
Pam Dent
Administration Assistant
St. Vincent de Paul Society Victoria Inc.

Having updates like these help to ensure that we all have the correct contact details for the Overseas twins,
which is the best way to keep communication flowing well between your twinned conferences.
Thank you,
Kimberly Watson, National Administrator for Overseas Development
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Quarter 1, 2012 Figures per Sponsor Country
Students
Sponsored

Country

Twinning
Transfer

Grants

Projects

Bangladesh

-

$4,320.00

$2,950.00

-

Cambodia

-

$1,840.00

$2,100.00

$2,500.00

East Caroline
Island

-

$80.00

-

-

India

-

$115,520.00

$54,922.00

$6,677.00

52

$23, 200.00

$7,883.00

-

Kiribati

-

$80.00

$200.00

-

Myanmar

-

$5,760.00

$4,090.00

-

Philippines

38

$20,560.00

$8,120.00

$1,600.00

PNG

18

$1,040.00

$2,275.00

$39,400.00

114

$1,840.00

-

$300.00

$80.00

$200.00

$945.00

Indonesia

Fiji
Solomon Isl.
Thailand

-

$10,480.00

$8,355.00

-

Vanuatu

62

$720.00

$1,200.00

-

-

-

$7,500.00

-

284

$185,520.00

$99,795.00

$51,422.00

Jerusalem
TOTAL

Quarter 1, 2012 Figures for OPD per State/Territory
Students
Sponsored

State
Canberra
Goulburn

Grants

Projects

$8,160.00

$400.00

$300.00

$800.00

$250.00

-

160

$75,040.00

$29,170.00

$4,599.00

10

$31,440.00

$41,110.00

$41,000.00

9

$11,360.00

$900.00

-

Tas

18

$2,800.00

$1,475.00

-

Vic

66

$44,400.00

$12,750.00

$1,128.00

WA

-

$9,680.00

$6,240.00

$4,395.00

National
Council

-

$1,840.00

$7,500.00

-

NT
NSW
Qld.
SA

TOTAL

21

Twinning
Transfer

-

284

$185,520.00
6/6

$99,795.00

$51, 422.00

