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Welcome to the 10th Issue of the Overseas
Development Newsletter. Thanks to everyone for the
great submissions for this edition of the Newsletter and
please keep them coming.
In June 2013 Br Doug Walsh’s term as National Project
and AAS Coordinator came to an end. On behalf of the
NODC, we would like to take this first section to show
our appreciation to Br Doug for all of his hard work,
dedication, inspiration, laughs and friendship during his
many years of work with Overseas Development. There
really is no other way to say it than “We love you, Br
Doug, thank you and we will miss you ~ all the very
best!”

“Thank You’s” to Br Doug from our Twinned Countries
“Bro Doug Walsh,
You surprised me perhaps ten years ago,
when I was parish priest in Bikenibeu,
asking if you could help the poor students.
Of course I agreed, but I never dreamt the
help would benefit 300 students from the
College.
Your mighty gesture changed the
atmosphere of the college; it is no longer
struggling to survive; more and more poor
students can complete their secondary
schooling under the best teachers, and with
modern resources. They thank you, just as I
do, and we ask the good God to
bless you, and your
future work for Him.

“Greetings from National Council of India at
its H.Q. in Mumbai in the name of Blessed
Frederic Ozanam.
We like to thank Bro. Doug Walsh for his
devoted services as the National Project
Officer of Australia National Council during
his tenure of office. May the Almighty God
shower on him abundant blessings and keep
him in good health.
Yours fraternally.

Dominic Pinto
Fr Albert Yelds, MSC, Kiribati”
National Council Office
St Vincent de Paul Society Australia
PO Box 243, Deakin West, ACT 2600.

National Treasurer/Headquarter Office”
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“Thank You’s” to Br Doug cont’d
“Dear Bro. Doug,
This message of thanks is never enough for the wonderful impact you
and the OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT Committee have made in the
lives of our poor who benefitted from the overseas projects you have
initiated, acted on upon our recommendation, and have seen through its
completion. You have personally put your heart and soul in all these
endeavours and you have become part of their journey of faith.
Bro. Doug, you are so special to us. You are a
dear friend and will always be a FILIPINO
family member forever. Thank you so much for
just being you….. We wish you good health
and a happy VINCENTIAN life.
Mayleen A. Bernardino
National President
SSVP Philippines

“My Dear Beloved Bro.Dough Walsh,
Greetings from M.Xavier James Raj, NCI, SSVP. Thanks a lot for all of your kind hearted service
for the glory of our LORD through SSVP, in particularly through Educational scholarship scheme.
Really I was lucky to work closely with you in Assist A Student (AAS) Scholarship Scheme, which
benefited lot of poor students to continue their education without much problem. So, on behalf of all
students, who benefited from your sponsorship as well as all members of SSVP in India, I thank
you for your sincere and kind hearted dedicated service for the upliftment of the poor and downtrodden community. We, all SSVP members in India will continue to PRAY for your good health
and cheer through out the life time. Let the Almighty God Bless you with all of HIS HEAVENLY
RICHES. Thanks a lot with prayers.
With brotherly Love and affection,
M.Xavier James Raj,
Senior Vice President, SSVP,National Council India”
“Dear Bro. Doug Walsh,
On behalf the name of Cambodia SSVP we would like to send our gratitude for all your support and
kindness. Through your support we have finished and making difference projects to help poor people and students in Cambodia. We and all the friends in need and students will keep your love in
our heart and pray for you. Thanks a lot again! God bless.
Warmest regards
Phan Bora
National Presidents”
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Welcome to the New National Projects Coordinator and the
New National AAS Coordinator
Not only is Mr. Ron Sullivan the new National Projects
Coordinator, but he is also the current Vice President of
the Queensland State Council, Vice President of the
Townsville Diocesan Council , Chair of Queensland
State Disaster Relief, Member of the NODC and
QOPDC.
Ron has been a Society member for 30yrs and served
terms as Conference President, Regional President and
Diocesan President
His background is in Civil Engineering in the
Construction Industry where he gained 45 years
experience on large scale projects as a Construction Manager .

New National Assist a Student Coordinator, Celina Lai, joined the
Vinnies family in 2007, starting out on the food van, providing
sandwiches and soup in Darwin city. Since that time Celina has been
part of the Mary MacKillop (youth) and Vinnies NT Council and now the
Holy Spirit Conference. She trained as a speech pathologist and
currently works at the Royal Darwin Hospital.
Celina’s family heritage is Chinese and Timorese, and she feels very
fortunate to have been able to visit areas in Timor to witness where
Vinnies support has aided the local community. Celina is looking forward
to working with all the AAS State Co-ordinators and thanks the NODC for
this opportunity.

Welcome Ron and Celina! Here are a few messages from Overseas:
“We welcome with open arms your successor, RON SULLIVAN who we know will be equally understanding
of the plight of the overseas urban and rural poor in our country who are beneficiaries of the various
overseas development program. To our National Assist a Student Program Coordinator, CELINA LAI our
warm welcome too. This program is one of the most effective and affective program of hope for the youth.
Mayleen A. Bernardino, National President, SSVP Philippine”

“We take this opportunity to congratulate Br. Ron Sullivan as National Project Coordinator and Sr. Celina Lai
as the National Assist A Student Coordinator and our prayers and good wishes go with them in their new
responsibilities.
Yours Fraternally,
Dominic Pinto
National Treasurer, National Council of India”
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Letter from a Twin ~ Thailand
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Did you know?
St. Ita’s Conference, Drouin is twinned with St. Antony’s conference, Alundur, Chennai, India.
During January members were pleasantly surprised to receive an invitation from our Indian twin for
the occasion of celebrating the feast of St. John Bosco on 31 st January- Founder of Salesian Order.
The son of two Alundur conference members, Br Thomas Arum Charles was making his final
Profession. Three Drouin conference members attended the special celebration Mass at St.
Margaret Mary’s North Brunswick
Twenty-three Salesian concelebrants were assisted by a similar number of other clergy. A special
feature of the two-hour celebration was the combined Salesian and Vietnamese choirs as well a
moving singing of the Litany of the Saints.
Our members met the candidate’s parents who have already invited Drouin members to the
Diaconate ordination in two years time when Br. Charles takes a further step towards the
priesthood. The parents were most grateful for the financial support and friendship offered to their
conference by their Australian twin.
Jeanette Peterson – Twinning Co-ordinator St. Ita’s conference, Drouin

On 5th May Dhaka City was a burning city. We observed it on Television. Very ferocious event, a
lot of bookshops burnt out, most of them were Islam Religious books, fire went up very high,
we saw black smoke. Human can do it, not be believed unless someone witnesses it.Some
government officers were stuck in the office, up to mid night it was firing and bombing, my house is
near main road, we heard it from house.
On 5 May we attended Sunday mass, during mass
we heard firing and bombing on the roads, nothing
happened in the church. 6 May, it was a office day,
with great anxious I left the house for office, I found
on the so many people are walking to their office,
there were no bus or other transport, very few
rickshaw but high price. I hired a rickshaw and left
for office, on the way I found some police control
office have been burnt, vehicle also have been
burnt, everybody was afraid if anything happened!
At last I came to my office in safe. In the afternoon
there was not fear. Some buses were on the road, but no private car was seen. Tuesday was a
busiest day with official works. Wednesday and Thursday Hartals have been called again. But we
need to attend the office.
Prayer is our best security. As a Vincentian I advise the people to pray and pray and be saved.
Best regards,
Bro. Benjamin Gomes
(New) National President, SSVP Bangladesh
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Water Tank Projects in the Solomon Islands
St Joseph’s Conference, Nyngan have been very busy supporting water Tank Projects for their
Twin in the Solomon Islands, the Burns Creek Conference, Honiara. Wilcannia Forbes Central
Council Secretary, Frances Scurfield, writes “The money was raised by a street stall at Nyngan at
which St Joseph’s Conference members made & sold cakes, craft, and ran a raffle. Also the Burns
Creek villagers lost a lot of garden in the January cyclones and the conference was busy supplying
rice to the affected people.”
Here is a brief Completion Report and photos from one of these projects:
The Burns Creek Conference in the Solomon Islands water tank project is now completed and as
these pictures show the people from all around the village area benefit with clean drinking water at
the turn of a top. With all the rain in January the Solomon’s tank is now full.
(photo – twin Nyngan water tank)
The cyclones in January caused much flooding on the
Solomon Islands and the Burns Creek conference has been
busy distributing rice as many of their vegetable gardens were
washed away which led to major food shortages.

(photo – flooded creek over the villagers gardens.)

AAS Coordinators, OPDC Chairpersons, NODC
May 11-13, 2013 was a very busy weekend for Overseas Development at the National Council of
Australia. Three meetings were held over that weekend: The Assist A Student Coordinators
Workshop, The State OPDC Chairpersons Meeting and the NODC Meeting. Here are a few points
from those meetings:


The AAS Program has grown to the point that each State/Territory needs an AAS Coordinator
to help with support of the program in that State/Territory. This support will include liaising
with staff to ensure that accountability is there and a Coordinator can be contacted if need be.



AAS Coordinators will meet via teleconference twice a year.



Ordering and delivery schedule of AAS materials has been changed from the Calendar year
(so ordered in December for a January delivery) to line up with the Fiscal Year (now ordered
in June for a July delivery).



An AAS Coordinators section will be added to future Overseas Newsletters.
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The Overseas section of the website is going to have some revision with further exploration of
possible training in the future.



The Visiting Policy was discussed and a flowchart will be added to the NODC Policies and
Procedures for easier reference. Please see the Policy below.



The NODC Budget for 2013-2014 was finalised and submitted.



NODC is putting in place a Strategic Plan.



NODC has been asked to put together a Twinning Presentation for PANASCO 2014.



The next NODC Meeting will be held on Friday, 11 October 2013 at this stage.

NODC Overseas Visiting Policy on Private Visits
PRIVATE VISITS
Many members in the course of overseas holidays or business trips wish to contact their twinned
Conferences. This is to be encouraged. In making such visits, Society members must ensure that
they do not place unnecessary expectations on local Society members. In addition, members must
not, under any circumstance, commit to financial or material support from Society funds.
Members making such visits are asked to advise the National Council, through their State OPDC, of
their intention of making such a visit. In this way the National Council in the country being visited
can be made aware of the proposed visit. This saves any embarrassment to the visitor or Society
members in the country being visited and facilitates the making of arrangements by the Society in
the country being visited.

GENERAL
The following procedures are set out not to prevent or discourage visits but to get maximum benefit
out of them with a minimum amount of effort from Society members overseas.
Before plans for a visit are made the National Council must be informed. This is to be done through
the appropriate channels as outlined in the National Overseas Development Council Policies
and Procedures manual.
The National Council will contact the National Council in the country to be visited and seek approval
for and advice about the visit (alternatively, a National Council of a twinned country may contact the National Council of Australia with an invitation to a Society member to visit that country).
On receiving the response from overseas, the National Council will advise the Council concerned
(through the appropriate State Council) and arrangements for the visit can then be made. The
National Council should be informed of final arrangements made.
All visitors should have a personal briefing from their national or state overseas committee before
departure.
Any Council can delegate this responsibility to their overseas committee/representative, who should
be informed of any plans for overseas visits.

SECURITY
No Council should approve any visit that may put any Vincentian in any country at any personal risk.
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Quarter 2, 2013 Figures
Students
Sponsored

Country

Twinning
Transfer

Grants

Projects

Bangladesh

-

$4320.00

$1,125.00

-

Cambodia

-

$1,840.00

$1,200.00

$1,820.00

India

-

$114,720.00

$45,310.00

$29,424.00

Indonesia

-

$23,040.00

$2,300.00

-

252

$80.00

-

-

Myanmar

-

$5,760.00

$7,010.00

-

Pakistan

-

$640.00

$1000.00

-

Philippines

-

$21,360.00

$12,075.00

-

PNG

305

$1,440.00

$100.00

$4,700.00

Fiji

429

$1,920.00

$200.00

-

-

$80.00

-

-

179

$320.00

$400.00

-

Thailand

-

$10,640.00

$1,300.00

-

Vanuatu

-

$720.00

$200.00

-

Jerusalem

-

$7,500.00

-

-

ECI

-

$80.00

$100.00

-

1165

$194,460.00

$72,320.00

$35,944.00

Kiribati

Solomon Isl.
Sri Lanka

TOTAL

State

Students
Sponsored

Twinning
Transfer

Canberra
Goulburn

-

$7,920.00

-

-

NT

-

$800.00

-

-

Grants

Projects

NSW

327

$74,560.00

$1,800.00

$10,314.00

QLD

250

$31,920.00

$3,550.00

$11,995.00

SA

145

$11,360.00

$600.00

-

TAS

305

$2,800.00

-

$894.00

VIC

130

$46,000.00

$58,250.00

$7,936.00

WA

8

$9,760.00

$8,120.00

$4,805.00

National
Council

-

$9,340.00

-

-

TOTAL

1165

$194,460.00
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$72,320.00

$35,944.00

